January 2002 Highlights 

Students/Alumni

•  Ben Pierce, grand prize winner in the 2001 Japan Wind and Percussion Competition and winner of the School of Music's Concerto Competition, performed Vaughn Williams' Concerto in F minor Bass Tuba (1954) with the University Symphony Jan. 29 in Hill Auditorium.  This is the piece he played for both competitions.  Music Prof. Fritz Kaenzig describes Ben, who is working on a Doctor of Musical Arts degree, as "possibly the most talented student I've had in 26 years of teaching."  Ben received financial assistance to compete in Japan from the School of Music, the Rackham Graduate Studies Program, and the International Institute.

•  In response to the need for more engineers with a background in emerging technologies, the College of Engineering is offering a new master's degree program in integrated microsystems beginning Winter 2002. This innovative program offers students the opportunity to gain a deep understanding of wireless integrated microsystems and microelectromechanical systems. 

Faculty/Staff

•  Elliot Soloway, professor of electrical engineering and computer science and of education, was selected by Students Honoring Outstanding University Teaching (SHOUT) as the 2002 Golden Apple Award winner. "The Joy of Technology" was the title of his last ideal lecture given Jan. 22.

•  Paul R. Lichter, the F. Bruce Fralick Professor and chair of the Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, received a Life Achievement Honor from the American Academy of Ophthalmology.   The award recognized his extensive contributions to the Academy's leadership and to its scientific and educational programs.  Lichter is director of the W.K. Kellogg Eye Center.

•  The National Recycling Coalition recognized U-M's recycling program as the best school program in the country.  Sarah Archer, U-M's recycling coordinator, and Jeff Schroeder, coordinator of housing management systems, received the National Recycling Coalition's 2001 Outstanding School Program award Jan. 14 in Seattle, Wash.  The award was based on results from fiscal 2000.  More than 3,600 tons of various materials were recycled, more than 5,100 gallons of hazardous fluids were recycled or properly disposed of, and more than $1.3 million were generated through the resale operation.

Research

•  Research spending increased in FY 2001, reaching an all-time high of $592 million, an increase of $46 million, or 8.5 percent.  In addition, the FY 2002 fiscal year is off to a strong start.  From July 1 through Nov. 30, 2001, research expenditures stood at $257 million, a 10.4 percent increase over the $233 million in expenditures for the same period last year. 

Challenges

•  Two lawsuits filed in 1997 challenging the U-M's admissions policies are on appeal in the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, where they are being reviewed on an expedited basis. Oral arguments were held Dec. 6 before the full court. 

Grants and Awards

•  The University Musical Society (UMS) received $335,800, the largest single grant awarded by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs, for the 2002 fiscal year.  

Events

•  The University's Life Sciences Orchestra, made up of members of the U-M health sciences community, began its second season Jan. 20, with a free concert at the Michigan Theater.


The LSO, the nation's only life sciences orchestra, was founded in 2000 by students and staff from the U-M Health System, and is sponsored by the U-M Health System's Gifts of Art program.

•   Benjamin Carson, U-M Medical School alumnus and director of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins Medical Institute, gave the keynote speech at the 15th annual Martin Luther King Symposium Jan. 21 in Hill Auditorium.  


Carson shared his life story, including what it was like growing up in poverty in Detroit, how reading changed his life, and his experiences as a neurosurgeon. 

With some 75 events scheduled in January and February, Michigan's annual commemoration of Dr. King's life and legacy is one of the largest and most comprehensive in the nation.  


