February Highlights

Students/Alumni

•  As part of Alternative Spring Break, more than 300 students will do community service at homeless shelters, schools, community centers, and community-based health care centers at 30 locations across the country.  Alternative Spring Break began with 15 students in 1990 as part of Project SERVE.  It is the largest alternative spring break program in the country.  Students pick an issue they want to work on:  HIV/AIDS, border/refugee/immigration, environment, health and aging, youth and education, rural and urban poverty, and domestic violence.

•  Fourteen undergraduate students will spend spring break traveling 2,500 miles in the South, visiting people and places that were important to the civil rights movement.  This is the third year Joe Gonzales, graduate instructor in history, has taught the one-credit traveling history class, "Get On the Bus," through the Lloyd Hall Scholars Program.  Students will visit Memphis, Tenn., meet members of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee who led voter registration drives in Mississippi; and visit churches and other historic sites in Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham, Ala.  Students will write and post journal entries on the web as they travel.

Faculty/Staff

•  Cynthia Wilbanks, vice president for government relations, was appointed interim vice president for development, effective Feb. 1.   

Wilbanks recently received Spectrum Prevention Services' Toast of the Town Spirit Award for outstanding service to the community.  The award recognizes individuals who have contributed to the prevention and treatment of substance abuse and to other worthy causes.  She also received a "Women of Distinction" Award from the Huron Valley Girl Scout Council.

•  UM-GIRL and Smartgirl.org, two U-M programs to help girls in middle school expand their interest in math and science, have been chosen for inclusion in the 2002 Computerworld Honors Collection.  The collection archives uses of information technology that are noteworthy for originality, vision, and benefit to society.


UM-GIRL is a two-week summer program for girls between the sixth and seventh grades designed to foster an interest in math and science.


The Smartgirl.org Web site recently was donated to the University.  It provides an interactive medium for teen girls to experience technology and is being redesigned to incorporate key components of the UM-GIRL curriculum.  U-M undergraduate students serve as mentors for girls participating in the Web site program.


 UM-GIRL and Smartgirl.org are part of the Institute for Research on Women and Gender.

•  Peter A. Ward, chair of the Department of Pathology and the Godfrey D. Stobbe Professor of Pathology, has been named a National Associate of the National Academies. The National Academies is the collective name for the Institutes of Medicine, National Research Council, and the National Academy of Engineering.  Members volunteer their time to study specific issues and concerns in order to provide objective advice to government and the public.

•  Lisa A. Tedesco, vice president and secretary of the University, and Noemi Mirkin, assistant research scientist in the Biophysics Research Division, were honored by the Academic Women's Caucus for their leadership, scholarship, and sustained service on behalf of women at the Sarah Goddard Power Awards ceremony Feb. 12.  The late Regent Emerita Sarah Power was a strong advocate for women within the University community.

•  Denise Park, professor of psychology and director of the Center for Applied Cognitive Research on Aging, was featured on the Public Broadcasting System special titled "The Secret Life of the Brain" Feb. 12.  

U-M Health System

•  Doctors at the U-M Health System (UMHS) performed the University's 500th heart transplant the first week of February.  Cardiac surgeon Francis Pagani led the surgical team that gave Bonnie Besonson, a 61-year-old former schoolteacher from Grand Blanc, her new heart.

The 500-transplant milestone includes 494 adult and pediatric transplants performed since May 1984, as well as six performed in the 1960s and 1970s.

U-M teams transplant about 40 hearts a year, in patients as young as two days of age. The U-M's program is the biggest and oldest heart transplant program in Michigan.

President's House renovation

•  The Regents approved $975,000 in infrastructure renovations for the President's House.  The President's House, built in 1840, has been the home of U-M presidents since 1852.  It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1970.  The house has grown from its original 4,800 square feet to the present 14,000 square feet.  The project includes updating the mechanical, electrical and plumbing infrastructure, roof repairs, and site improvements.  Energy conservation measures include window replacement, attic insulation and heating, ventilation and air conditioning improvements.

Sports

•  Former U-M quarterback Tom Brady of the New England Patriots won the Super Bowl Most Valuable Player award.  Brady, a 1999 U-M graduate, is the youngest National Football League quarterback to lead a team to a win in the Super Bowl.

•  The U-M softball team began its 25th season in February and will attempt to earn back-to-back Big Ten regular season titles.

•  Eight individuals affiliated with U-M athletics were inducted into Michigan Hall of Honor:  Edsel Buchanan, gymnastics and cheerleading; Anthony Carter, football; Herman Fishman, basketball and baseball; Bennie McRae, track and field and football; Elmer Dayton Mitchell, director of intramural sports; Bill Mogk, baseball; Penny Neer, basketball, softball, and track and field; and Michael "Campy" Russell, basketball.  

The Michigan Hall of Honor, established in 1978, recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions as athletes, coaches, and administrators to the tradition of Wolverine athletics.

Events

•  Approximately 25 high school and middle school jazz bands participated in the U-M Jazz Festival Feb. 15.  Members of the Count Basie Orchestra gave a concert and conducted master classes.

•  The Women of Color Task Force will present its 20th anniversary conference, "Women on a Mission:  20 Years of Excellence," March 1.  Former Detroit Police Chief Benny Napoleon will give the keynote address.  As many as 1,000 people are expected to attend the conference.  

Grants/Gifts

•  Actor Robert Urich is donating $125,000 he won on the show "Who Wants to be a Millionaire" to the U-M's Comprehensive Cancer Center's sarcoma fund.  In 1996, Urich was treated successfully at the U-M for sarcoma cancer—a rare form of cancer that affects connective tissues such as muscle, bone, and cartilage.  The U-M Cancer Center is known for its comprehensive and novel approach to diagnosis and treatment of sarcomas.  The money from the show will be added to about $100,000 that was raised for the sarcoma fund last November at the first Robert Urich Golf Classic.

• Allies Against Asthma, a program directed by School of Public Health Dean Noreen M. Clark, has been awarded $9.4 million in grants from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to mobilize coalitions in seven communities to fight asthma.  Project goals include improving access to and the quality of clinical care, reducing asthma symptoms, and fostering patient and community education.  The community coalitions are based in Hampton Roads, Va.; Long Beach, Calif.; Milwaukee, Wis.; Philadelphia, Pa.; San Juan, Puerto Rico; Seattle, Wash.; and Washington, D.C.
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