March 2002 Highlights

Students/Alumni

•  The U-M has been recognized as one of the top 20 Division I collegiate athletic programs by U.S. News & World Report based on gender equity, win/loss record, number of sports offered, graduation rates, and NCAA sanctions.  Two other Big Ten schools, Penn State University and the University of Illinois, made the honor roll. 

•  More than 1,000 students from nine local elementary schools and 1,850 college students participated in K-grams fourth annual Kids-Fair March 22 at Crisler Arena.  The fair's theme was "Smilin' Around the World."  K-grams promotes interaction between college and elementary students, including a pen pals program that pairs students living in the residence halls with elementary school students.  

•  The fifth annual Dance Marathon March 16-17 raised more than $166,000 to benefit 35 Children's Miracle Network hospitals, including C.S. Mott Children's Hospital.  Since its inception, Dance Marathon has raised more than $540,500.

• The men's hockey team has won its seventh Central Collegiate Hockey Association (CCHA) championship.  Sophomore defenseman Mike Komisarek was named to the six-member CCHA all-conference first team while junior forwards Mike Cammalleri and John Shouneyia were two of six players selected to the All-CCHA second team.

•  The U-M, with 76 alumni serving as Peace Corps volunteers, ranks No. 2 in the nation, second only to the University of Wisconsin, Madison, which has 96 alumni in the Peace Corp.   In 2001, the U-M ranked 6th with 65 volunteers. 

Faculty/Staff

•  James Allen, professor of physics, received the Frank Isakson Prize in a March 18 ceremony at the annual American Physical Society meeting in Indianapolis.  The prize is awarded every two years to recognize and encourage contributions to the field of optical effects in solids.

•  Laurence Goldstein, editor of Michigan Quarterly Review for 25 years, was honored March 15 at a working conference, "Making A Place for Literature, A Conference on Literary Publishing and Communities of Print."  Larry has edited 100 issues of the award-winning journal, which has launched the careers of such talented young writers as Charles Baxter and Andrea Barrett, while presenting the writings of some of the world's best known authors, from Margaret Atwood and Arthur Miller to Joyce Carol Oates and Carl Sagan.

•  Michael Ignelzi, assistant professor of dentistry, was awarded the Charles Craig Teaching Award from Omicron Kappa Upsilon at the national dental society's meeting.  The award honors an individual who uses innovative teaching techniques in the classroom.

•  Gerard A. Mourou, the A.D. Moore Distinguished University Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, and Stephen M. Pollock, the Herrick Professor of Manufacturing and Professor of Industrial and Operations Engineering, have been elected to the National Academy of Engineering.

•  Darryl V. Jones, assistant professor of theater and drama and director of last year's "Grapes of Wrath" production, has been nominated for a Helen Hayes Award, an award given to outstanding professional theater in the Washington, D.C. area.  He was nominated as Best Director of a resident musical for SPUNK, a show he staged with the African Continuum Theatre company.  The awards ceremony will be held May 6 at the Kennedy Center.

•  The School of Public Health is creating a bioterrorism preparedness center.  The Bioterrorism and Health Preparedness Research and Training Center will bring together faculty from across the U-M to collaborate with the Michigan Department of Community Health and other federal, state, and municipal agencies to prepare for and prevent the effects of bioterrorism.  U-M is home to the only school of public health in the state.

•  Michigan Radio has been named Station of the Year for 2002 by the Michigan Association of Broadcasters for the fourth consecutive year.  It is the first year that entries from public and commercial stations were judged in the same categories.  The station also won six awards for individual reporting. 

Events/The Arts

•  Harry Belafonte performed at the Ann Arbor Summer Festival's annual "Winter Warm-Up" concert March 23 at Hill Auditorium.  

•  The University Musical Society will present its 2002 Distinguished Artist Award to American mezzo-soprano Marilyn Horne at the annual Ford Honors Program May 11. Horne, who performed for the first time in Ann Arbor 30 years ago, has appeared here under UMS auspices five times.  She won't be singing at the program, which will be the last event in Hill Auditorium before it closes for renovation. The program will include performances by her friends from the world of opera, as well as an on-stage interview with Ms. Horne, a video covering her career, and a dinner.

•  Michael Boyd, associate director with the Royal Shakespeare Company since 1996, won the Laurence Olivier Award for Best Director for his productions of Henry VI, parts I, II and III and Richard III.  The four productions formed the final part of the company's ground-breaking project, "This England—The Histories," when eight of Shakespeare's History players were performed in chronological order over the season.  The Henry VI trilogy and Richard III opened in December 2000 in The Swan theatre and were then performed in Ann Arbor as part of the RSC's 2001 residency.  The RSC will return to Ann Arbor in 2003 and 2005.
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