May 2003  Highlights

NCAA Decision on Violation of Rules

•
Following a process that encompassed seven years and three separate investigations, U-M learned what penalties the NCAA will levy for violations of NCAA rules that occurred as far back as the early 1990s. In its report released on May 8, the NCAA Committee on Infractions ruled that the acceptance of improper loans by four former U-M basketball players violated NCAA rules on amateurism, impermissible recruiting inducements and extra benefits by an athletics representative. The committee placed the University on probation for four years, imposed an additional year's ban on postseason play for the current men's basketball team, and reduced the allowable scholarships by a total of four over the next four years. It also required the University to disassociate for 10 years the four players involved, or show cause why such an action should not be taken.

"We have always accepted responsibility for the concerns raised by the NCAA and by the Infractions Committee in its report," said U-M President Mary Sue Coleman. "We agree that these were very serious infractions, and we accept the additional penalties imposed by the committee that address the loss of scholarships, extended probation and requirement to disassociate the players or show why we should not. We own the wrongdoing and we own the responsibility."  However, she said, the University will appeal the imposition of an additional year's ban on postseason play, over and above the one-year ban the University self-imposed for the 2002-2003 season. The appeal will be based on the unfair burden such a penalty places upon innocent student-athletes and coaching staff.

Students

•
Thirty-nine promising U-M undergraduate- and graduate-student writers were publicly recognized and financially rewarded for their literary efforts through more than $150,000 in awards presented at the Hopwood Awards Ceremony this spring.  The prestigious awards are funded from the proceeds of an endowment willed to the University by Avery Hopwood, a prominent American dramatist of the early 20th century and member of the U-M Class of 1905.  This year, the awards totaled $119,500, with another $31,600 presented in related honors.  Nearly $2 million has been awarded since the program's inception.

•
Having won the silver in 2002, the College of Engineering Steel Bridge Team took the gold in 2003, placing first in the 12th annual National Student Steel Bridge Competition in San Diego, CA, May 23 and 24. The competition is sponsored by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the American Institute of Steel Construction, Inc. (AISC).
Student Athletic Honors

•
Cross Country (Women's):  Michigan women's cross country team freshman harrier Rebecca Walter (Beverly Hills, MI/Groves HS) and head coach Mike McGuire were voted conference freshman and coach of the year, respectively. 

•
Gymnastics (Men's):  Andrew DiGiore capped a remarkable freshman season with a national championship in the vault at the NCAA Individual Event Finals. DiGiore, also the Big Ten vault champion, earned a career-high 9.650 to win by 0.025. Conan Parzuchowski nabbed All-America honors on the still rings for the third time with a fifth-place finish, and Scott Vetere was seventh on the pommel horse for U-M, which finished fourth in the team competition for the third year in a row. 

•
Gymnastics (Women's):  Four-time All-Big Ten and three-time NACGC/W Scholastic All-America women's gymnast Janessa Grieco (Mahopac, NY/Carmel HS) was honored as one of two Big Ten Conference Medal of Honor recipients.  (Also see Men's Swimming, below.)  The Medal of Honor is awarded to a graduating male and female student-athlete who has demonstrated the highest proficiency in scholarship, athletics and service to the community.  Greico collected a second award at U-M's annual Athletic Academic Achievement Awards Banquet when she won the Phyllis Ocker Award, presented to a senior female varsity athlete who has distinguished herself academically in the Division of Kinesiology.

•
Rowing (Women's):  The Michigan rowing team claimed their third conference title in four years at the Big Ten Championships in Columbus, Ohio.   And, at U-M's annual Athletic Academic Achievement Awards Banquet, the women rowers received one of two Community Service Team Awards in recognition of their efforts in the Ann Arbor community. (Also see Men's Wrestling, below.)

•
Swimming/Diving (Men's):  Junior Jason Coben (Newtown Square, PA/Marple Newton HS) claimed the Wolverines' first-ever NCAA platform diving title.  Four-time Big Ten Conference champion and three-time All-America swimmer Jeff Hopwood (Palo Alto, CA/Palo Alto HS) was honored as one of two Big Ten Conference Medal of Honor recipients.  (Also see Women's Gymnastics, above.)

•
Tennis (Women's):  For the second consecutive year, U-M sophomore Michelle DaCosta (Huber Heights, OH/Wayne HS) was named to the All-Big Ten Conference women's tennis team.  The women's tennis team was recognized at U-M's annual Athletic Academic Achievement Awards Banquet for winning the Leaders and Best Award, which is given annually by former football player Larry Johnson to the U-M team with the highest team grade-point average.  The award carries with it a $20,000 donation by Johnson to the sport.

•
Volleyball (Women's):  Junior Erin Moore (Tiffin, OH/Columbian HS), captain of the U-M volleyball team, was named to the 12-member All-Big Ten Conference team by the league's head coaches.  She is the first Wolverine to earn a spot on the All-Big Ten team since Linnea Mendoza (1994–97) was on the All-Big Ten first team in 1997.

•
Wrestling: Junior/sophomore Ryan Bertin (Broadview Heights, OH/St. Edward HS) claimed the U-M wrestling team's first NCAA individual championship in 17 years, defeating Illinois' Alex Tirapelle 7-3 in the 157-pound final match at the NCAA Championships.  Also, at the annual U-M Athletic Academic Achievement Awards Banquet, the wrestling team (male) and rowing team (female) received the Community Service Team Award in recognition of their efforts in the Ann Arbor community. 

Faculty
•
Four U-M faculty are among the 850 Fulbright Scholars of 2002–2003:

Tomasz Konrad Baumiller,
Associate Professor of Geological Sciences, and
Associate Curator of the Museum of Paleontology

Mark Saper,
Associate Professor of Biological Chemistry Department, and
Associate Research Scientist in the Biophysics Research Division,

Jacqueline Vansant
Associate Professor of Humanities at UofM Dearborn

Ann Louise Whall
Professor of Nursing, and
Faculty Associate in the UofM Institute of Gerontology

•
Daniel J. Klionsky has been named one of six 2003 Distinguished Teaching Scholar by the National Science Foundation.  Klionsky was awarded $305,000 over four years to improve the manner in which introductory biology is taught at U-M.  Klionsky, a charter faculty member of the Life Sciences Institute, is Professor of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology and Biological Chemistry.

•
U-M Associate Professor of Internal Medicine Susan Dorr Goold, M.D., along with Marion Danis, M.D., of the National Institutes of Health, received a Paul Ellwood Award from the national Foundation for Accountability (FACCT).  The pair accepted the award on May 1 for the game they invented called CHAT "Choosing Health Plans All Together," which helps people better understand health insurance and become more involved in its design.

Life Sciences

•
Four University of Michigan research teams received $7.28 million of funding from the Michigan Life Sciences Corridor in grants by the state of Michigan.

James R. Baker Jr., the Ruth Dow Doan Professor of Biologic Nanotechnology and Chief of Allergy and Clinical Immunology in the Medical School, leads a team that will receive $1.3 million to develop a tiny drug delivery platform that invades a cancer cell and poisons it from the inside.

H. David Humes, Professor of Internal Medicine at the Medical School, will be using a $1.4 million corridor grant to test a new therapy for patients with kidney failure who use kidney dialysis to clean their blood at least three times a week.

Daryl Kipke, Associate Professor of Biomedical Engineering and of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, and Director of the Neural Engineering Laboratory in the Department of Biomedical Engineering, received a $2.21 million grant to further develop a material that can be injected through microcatheters to stabilize malformed blood vessels in the brain, making them safer and easier to treat surgically.

Craig Logsdon, Professor of Physiology and a member of the Comprehensive Cancer Center, is leading a $2.4 million effort to develop a blood test for pancreatic cancer, which has the worst five-year survival rate of any cancer.

U-M Health System

•
Survival Flight 20th Anniversary:  On May 16, 1983, the first hospital-based helicopter service in the state of Michigan lifted off from a small landing pad in the University of Michigan Hospital courtyard. That flight was the first of 25,000 missions Survival Flight would embark upon to save lives.  Twenty years later, the U-M Health System's Survival Flight has grown to include a high-tech helipad, specialized ground transports, three twin-engine Bell 430 helicopters, and a Cessna Citation Fixed-Wing Jet, which carries patients of all ages, and even transplant organs, across the state and continental North America.

On the Web

•
The University of Michigan, as the lead institution of APIS (Advanced Papyrological Information System) since 2000, received a $350,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to assure the continuation and expansion of the project, which was begun in 1996. Containing collections from U-M, U-C/Berkeley, Columbia, Duke, Princeton and Yale (available online at http://www.lib.umich.edu/pap/), APIS followed on the success of a papyrological digitization project by U-M from 1991 to 1995 to make its collection available on the Web. 

Environmental Stewardship

•
The U-M Waste Management and Recycling Services collected more than 25,000 pounds of items left by students at residence halls after the annual move-out in April, including: 10,301 pounds of clothes; 2,162 pounds of shoes; 4,489 pounds of food and toiletries; 6,311 pounds of household items; and 1,751 pounds of bedding.  The items were donated to Food Gatherer's, Caring Quilt/Knitwits, Fairy Godparents, and Purple Heart.
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