June 2003  Highlights

United States Supreme Court Decisions on Admissions

•
In a major victory for U-M announced June 23, the Supreme Court of the United States upheld the right of universities to consider race in admissions procedures in order to achieve a diverse student body.  In two lawsuits challenging University of Michigan admissions policies, the court ruled 5-4 in favor of the Law School and, by a vote of 6-3, reversed, in part, the University’s undergraduate policy, while still allowing for the consideration of race in admissions.

Legal Summary:  On June 23, 2003, the U.S. Supreme Court held in Grutter v. Bollinger et al. that diversity is a compelling interest in higher education, and that race is one of a number of factors that can be taken into account to achieve the educational benefits of a diverse student body.  The Court found that the individualized, whole-file review used in U-M Law School’s admissions process is narrowly tailored to achieve the educational benefits of diversity.  The Court also held that the Law School’s goal of attaining a critical mass of underrepresented minority students does not transform its program into a quota.  In Gratz et al. v. Bollinger et al., the Court held that, while race is one of a number of factors that can be considered in undergraduate admissions, the automatic distribution of twenty (20) points to students from underrepresented minority groups is not narrowly tailored. 

For additional information: http://www.umich.edu/~urel/admissions/new/

Students

•
Students in the U-M School of Information are traveling to Haiti this summer to establish a school library.  Driving from Michigan to Miami in an old school bus filled with 7,000 books, several computers, and 32  100-pound bags of pinto beans, they plan to hop a freighter to Haiti, where they will set up the library.  The pinto beans are for an orphanage next door to the school where the students will be staying.

•
The U-M Center for the Education of Women (CEW) awarded 38 scholarships and two fellowships to students in 2003.  The CEW Scholarship Program for returning women students was established in 1970 to honor the academic performance and potential of women whose education has been interrupted and to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the admission of women to U-M.  With the assistance of individual benefactors and contributing foundations, CEW has awarded more than 1,000 scholarships in the intervening 33 years.  Approximately 38 scholarships are awarded annually, ranging from  $1,500 to $8,000, with some larger awards given.

•
Four recent Michigan high school graduates have been chosen to receive the Bentley Scholarship, U-M's most prestigious in-state award for undergraduate students admitted to the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. Four others have been named as members of the Bentley Society.  The Alvin M. and Arvella D. Bentley Scholarship is one of the most competitive scholarships offered at Michigan. It is awarded to first-year students from the state of Michigan who demonstrated extraordinary scholastic and civic achievement. The four Bentley scholars receive $40,000 awards ($10,000 per year) to help cover their undergraduate tuition, fees, and room and board for four academic years. The four semifinalists also become members of the Bentley Society and receive $30,000 four-year Deans Merit Scholarships ($7,500 per year). 

Faculty
•
Robert H. Bartlett, MD, FACS, is the recipient of the Jacobson Innovation Award of the American College of Surgeons for the year 2003.  Bartlett—Professor of Surgery in General and Thoracic Surgery, Director of the Surgical Intensive Care Unit, Program Director of the Surgical Critical Care Fellowship, and Division Chief of Critical Care in the General Surgery Section—received the award in honor of his work in the development and establishment of the first extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) program.  The Jacobson Innovation Award honors living surgeons or surgical teams who have been innovators of a new development or technique in any field of surgery.  The Award, which is administered by the Honors Committee of the American College of Surgeons, has been conferred nine times since its establishment in 1994.

•
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved FluMist, based on technology developed by Hunein “John” Maassab, Emeritus Professor of Epidemiology at the U-M School of Public Health. FluMist, a cold-adapted, live-attenuated, trivalent influenza virus vaccine, is approved for use by healthy people ages 5–49. It is the only influenza vaccine delivered as a nasal mist to be commercially available in the United States.  Maassab began work on an influenza vaccine in the 1950s as a public health graduate student; he first isolated the influenza type A-Ann Arbor virus in 1960.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates each year about 114,000 people in the United States are hospitalized and about 20,000 people die because of flu.

•
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced their approval of the cancer treatment Bexxar (tositumomab and iodine I 131 tositumomab), developed and tested at the University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center.   Bexxar was originally conceived and developed by Mark Kaminski, Professor of Internal Medicine-Hematology/Oncology and Co-director of the Leukemia/Lymphoma/Bone Marrow Transplant Program at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center;  and by U-M nuclear medicine pioneer Richard Wahl, M.D., now Chair of Nuclear Medicine at Johns Hopkins University Medical Center. Designed to precisely target certain cancerous cells with radiation while sparing non-cancerous areas, it has shown great promise in the treatment of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, including after chemotherapy failure.

•
As much as 70 percent of a person’s likelihood of developing cancer can be attributed to his or her behavior, says a U-M researcher. But getting people to change their unhealthy ways is a complex challenge.Victor Strecher, Professor of Family Medicine and of Health Behavior and Health Education; and Associate Director of the U-M Cancer Center, has spent the better part of two decades examining ways to help people change their behaviors to become healthier. With a new $10 million grant from the National Cancer Institute, Strecher is forming the new U-M Center for Health Communications Research, which will study how information technology can tailor behavior advice to the specific needs of the user. 

U-M Health System

•
The U-M Health System is one of the 10 most active organ transplant centers in the country, according to a data analysis by Transplant News, an independent bi-monthly newsletter.  The analysis, performed over a 15-year period, places the U-M transplant program eighth among the nation's top transplant facilities.  During 2002, more than half the organ transplants performed at U-M were for kidneys.  The Michigan Eye Bank is one of the ten most active corneal donation centers in the country, ranking seventh in 2002.  The U-M team also performs heart, liver, pancreas, lung and heart/lung transplants.  In all, 249 transplants from deceased donors and 101 transplants from living donors took place at UMHS in 2002, compared to 156 deceased-donor and 21 living-donor transplants in 1988.

•
The University of Michigan Health System's Multidisciplinary Pain Center is one of the 35 top hospital-based pain management centers in the country, according to a recent article in Good Housekeeping, a magazine read by nearly 25 million people. The Multidisciplinary Pain Center at U-M provides comprehensive services for the evaluation and treatment of chronic disabling pain. 

Livingston and Clurman Awards in Journalism

•
Reporters for The Associated Press, National Public Radio, and The Washington Post were winners of U-M's Livingston Awards, which honor young journalists for outstanding reporting in 2002.  The $10,000 prizes go to journalists under the age of 35, and are the largest all-media general-reporting awards in the U.S.  The $5,000 Clurman Award for Mentoring, which recognizes senior journalists who are superb on-the-job mentors, also was conferred.  The awards program is directed by Charles Eisendrath, Associate Professor of Communications Studies and Director of the Michigan Journalism Fellows Program; the awards panel incudes Tom Brokaw of NBC News, Ken Auletta of the New Yorker, and Ellen Goodman of The Boston Globe.

Events

•
Auguste Rodin: The Cantor Collection of the Brooklyn Museum of Art will be in residence at the U-M Museum of Art (UMMA), May 3–August 24.  Auguste Rodin (1840–1917), the towering sculptor of the nineteenth century and arguably the most important sculptor since Michelangelo, is the sole subject of this important exhibition.  The Brooklyn Museum of Art organized this exhibition in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Foundation, from the collection donated by Iris and B. Gerald Cantor and their Foundation.  The Ann Arbor presentation is made possible by Pfizer Global Research & Development.  Additional support has been provided by Thomas H. and Polly W. Bredt, the Doris Sloan Memorial Fund, the Katherine Tuck Enrichment Fund, and Carol and Jeff Whitehead.

Also at the UMMA — The Worlds of Gerome Kamrowski: Surrealism from the UMMA Collections, through August 17. The exhibition, which displays 23 works by this prominent Ann Arbor artist dating from the 1930s to the present, is made possible in part by the Richard Florsheim Art Fund and the U-M School of Art & Design.  Accompanying educational programs have been generously supported by Borders Group, Inc., the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, and Nonprofit Enterprises at Work.
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