July 2003  Highlights


Students

• Musical Theater student Melissa Gietzen landed the lead role and designation as a principal dancer in The Mancini Project, directed and choreographed by Otis Sallid, one of the creators of the wildly successful Smokey Joe’s Café.  With an eye toward Broadway, the conceptual musical will open at the Helen Hayes Theatre Company in Nyack, New York, in fall 2004. The Mancini Project is a tribute to film composer and Academy Award winner Henry Mancini, whose credits include the scores for Breakfast at Tiffany's, Charade, The Days of Wine and Roses, Victor/Victoria, and many others. 
• Musical Theater graduate, Rebecca Bahling, now known as Becky Baeling, released “Becstasy,” her first CD as a Universal Record artist.  Her single “Getaway” hit #1 on Billboard’s Dance Music charts.

Faculty

• President Mary Sue Coleman has been appointed Vice-Chair of the Big Ten Conference of Presidents/Chancellors for 2003–04.  Coleman, Penn State University President Graham Spainer and Purdue University President Martin Jischke serve as the executive committee for the conference.

• The University has commissioned a Purchasing Ethics and Policies Task Force to make recommendations about U-M's policies on ethical and social responsibility as they pertain to purchasing practices. The committee will be chaired by Law School Professor Emeritus Theodore St. Antoine. 

• The Institute for Social Research (ISR) began its landmark study of 1,000 Arab Americans and Chaldeans in the Detroit region on July 10.  Co-principal investigators of the study include U-M researchers Sally Howell, Ann Chih Lin, Andrew Shryock, and Mark Tressler, and Princeton University researcher Amaney Jamal.  Major funding for the survey comes from the Russell Sage Foundation, along with seed money provided by U-M in Ann Arbor and Dearborn.  

• Bright Sheng, professor of Music, composer, and MacArthur Award winner, premiered his latest opera “Madame Mao” at the Santa Fe Opera July 26.  "Madame Mao" is Sheng's third major stage work but his first full-length opera; he's previously written a one-act opera and a music-theater piece.
• Martha Jones, assistant professor of History and Afro-American and African Studies, has been named one of 25 recipients of a Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History Fellowship for 2003–04.  The fellowship will help her advance research on her project, “‘All Bound Up Together’: the ‘Woman Question’ in African-American Public Culture.”

• Robert Lewis, professor of English and editor-in-chief of the Middle English Dictionary, has been awarded the Sir Israel Gollancz Memorial Prize by the British Academy for his work in bringing the dictionary to completion in 2001.  Lewis is only the third American to receive the biennial award for English studies since its inception in 1925.  Lewis also was named a fellow of the Dictionary Society of North America in May 2003.

• The Midwest Eye-Banks and Transplantation Center board of directors awarded $14,000 grants to three U-M Department of Ophthalmology faculty members for their research projects:

* Dr. Maya Eibschitz-Tsimhoni, house officer, “A Novel Therapeutic Approach for Graves’ Eye Disease” 

* Dr. Andrei Kindzelski, research Investigator, “Intracellular Ca2 + Signaling During RPE-Leukocyte Binding Effect of Anti-InflammatoryAgents” 

* Dr. David Zacks, assistant professor, “Intra-vitreal Injection of Triamcinolone Acetonide in Rabbits with Experimentally Induced Staphylococcus Epidermidis Endophthalmitis”

Schools and Colleges

• The College of Engineering celebrated the naming of the Ford Motor Company Summer Engineering Institute on July 11.  The College received a $2 million gift from Ford to support the Institute.  The Institute’s workshops, professional development seminars and networking opportunities help incoming, first-year students acclimate to their new environment and give them a head start in developing skills they will need to support their academic and professional careers.  

• The University of Michigan Health System  (UMHS) has once again been named one of the top 10 hospitals in the country, according to a release by U.S. News & World Report.  UMHS ranked 9th overall this year.  Four specialties listed in the top 10 were: cancer; ear, nose and throat; geriatrics; and respiratory diseases.  UMHS is the only hospital in Michigan to make the honor roll of the 17 best hospitals.

• The University of Michigan Health System reported continued financial success with its Hospitals and Health Centers unit.  The 2003 fiscal year ended on June 30 with a preliminary positive margin of $22.5 million, on operating revenues of $1.07 billion.  

• In the July 14 issue of the Archives of Internal Medicine, joint researchers from the University of Michigan Health System and the University of Iowa reported that colonoscopy rates nationwide jumped more than 20 percent in the days and months following Katie Couric’s live test on the “Today Show.”  The lead authors of the study include Mark Fendrick, associate professor of Internal Medicine at U-M and Peter Cram, a former U-M Internal Medicine lecturer now at U-I’s College of Medicine.  Other researchers include U-M faculty: Internal Medicine assistant professors John Inadomi and Sandeep Vijan, Internal Medicine adjunct clinical instructor Mark W. Cowen, and associate professor of Political Science Daniel Carpenter.
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