August 2003 HIGHLIGHTS

New Undergraduate Admissions Process

•
A new process for undergraduate admissions at the U-M was announced on August 28 in compliance with the June 23 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Gratz et al v Bollinger et al.  The new process will gather more information about student applicants and will include multiple levels of highly individualized review.  The revised application form includes several new questions designed to elicit more information about a student’s background, personal achievement, and ways in which that student may contribute to the intellectual vibrancy and diversity of the student body.  The new process will be in effect for students applying for winter, spring, summer or fall 2004 admissions.


For additional information: http://www.umich.edu/news/index.html?Releases/2003/Aug03/admissions

Faculty

•
Valerie Castle, professor of Pediatrics-Hematology/Oncology, has been named chair of the Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases.  Castle is the first female department chair in the Medical School’s 150-year history. Her medical research focuses on the pediatric solid tumor neuroblastoma, and she is an expert on the clinical management of the disease.

•
In February 2003, Kimberlydawn Wisdom, assistant professor of Medical Education, was appointed the first surgeon general  of the State of Michigan by Governor Jennifer Granholm. In this new position, which is based in the Michigan Department of Community Health, Dr. Wisdom will raise the visibility of public health throughout the State and will work to improve Michigan’s poor record in several public health categories, including smoking, obesity, teen pregnancy, lead poisoning and other areas.
•
Bones from a carnivorous dinosaur were discovered by a team that included U-M paleontologist, Jeff Wilson.  The discovery represents the first skull ever assembled of a dinosaur of any kind from India.  Wilson co-led the team with Paul Sereno of the University of Chicago, Suresh Srivastava of the Geological Survey of India and Ashok Sahni of Panjab University.  The team has named the newly identified animal Rajasaurus narmadensis, which means “regal dinosaur from the Narmada.”  The bones were found near the Narmada River in western India.

•
George Kaplan, professor of Epidemiology and director of the Center for Social Epidemiology and Population, has been elected to membership in the National Academy of Social Insurance (NASI).  NASI’s mission is to promote understanding and informed policymaking on social insurance and related programs through research, public education, training and the open exchange of ideas.

•
Nnamdi Pole, assistant professor of Psychology, was awarded a Distinguished Graduate Student Award in Professional Psychology by the American Psychology Foundation and the American Psychological Foundation.  

•
School of Natural Resources and Environment Dean Rosina Bierbaum was chosen by the Australian government to visit cities as part of a delegation of American Association for the Advancement of Science Fellows.  Bierbaum was also invited by the California Energy Commission to participate in a set of global climate change/energy discussions in Alaska with science and technology leaders.  

•
Derek Collins, assistant professor of Classical Studies, has been named a 2003–04 fellow by the Harvard University Center for Hellenic Studies in Washington, D.C.  Collins will continue researching his project, “Rationalizing Greek Magic.”

•
Susanna Blumenthal, assistant professor of Law, has been named one of 56 Sargent-Faull Fellows by Harvard University’s Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study.  Blumenthal’s project is “Law and the Modern Mind: The Problem of Consciousness in American Legal Culture, 1800–1930.”

•
Jeffrey Smerage, a house officer in Hematology/Oncology, was the first recipient of the John R. Durant, M.D. Walther Cancer Institute (WCI) Fellowship in Hematology/Oncology.  The fellowship provides a $50,000 stipend and will be awarded annually, for a total of three years, to a senior research fellow in the hematology/oncology fellowship training program.

•
The American Thoracic Society (ATS) has named Peter Ward, chair and professor of Pathology, its 2003 Amberson Lecturer.  Ward received the Amberson Award in May 2003 at the ATS meeting in recognition of 35 years of accomplishments in the study of fundamental mechanisms of inflammation and injury of the lungs.

•
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation honored Maria Silveria, lecturer in the Department of Internal Medicine, with the Generalist Faculty Scholars Award in May 2003.  The Foundation awards four-year career development grants to outstanding junior faculty at medical schools in family practice, general internal medicine and general pediatrics.  Silveria is conducting several studies to understand how the quality of end of life care can be improved for patients with life-limiting conditions. 

•
On June 24, Information Technology Central Services received awards for two products they developed at the Apple Worldwide Developers Conference in San Francisco.  “Fugu” was the winner of the Apple Design Award for Best Mac OS X Use of Open Source.  Members of the “Fugu” team include: Wes Craig, senior IT architect and engineer, and programmer Andrew Mortensen.  “Radmind” was runner-up for Best Mac OS X Server Solution.  Members of the “Radmind” team include: Johanna Bromberg Craig, lead programmer and technologist, and technologists Patrick McNeal, Wes Craig and Andrew Morensen.

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

•
The U-M Trauma Burn Center sent 20 children who were treated at the Center for burn injuries to Burn Camp.  The special week was designed for children ages 8 to 17 who have survived devastating burn injuries.  The Burn Camp counselors were comprised of U-M nurses, occupational and physical therapists, Michigan firefighters, and social workers who have extensive expertise in treating and caring for pediatric burn patients.  Every child treated at the Burn Center was offered the opportunity to attend Burn Camp at no charge.

•
The Kresge Business Administration Library received a Center of Excellence Award in Service from the Business and Finance Division of the Special Library Association.  The award recognized Kresge’s success in leveraging technology to help bring quality services to all its constituents.  The library’s recent efforts include working with faculty to determine content for course materials and setting up an online ordering system for students, and an online tutorial module to help incoming staff members learn at their own pace about library resources available to them.

•
The University Musical Society (UMS) was awarded one of three $100,000 grants by the Association of Performing Arts Presenters.  UMS will use its grant to host a major audience development initiative with renowned Arab-American musician Simon Shaheen in an endeavor to increase understanding of and appreciation for the diverse cultural expressions of Arabs and Arab Americans.  

•
The University Library presented “St. Petersburg: Window on the East/Window on the West,” an exhibition devoted to the Russian city’s publishing history and the role it played at the end of the 20th century in nurturing the arts.  The exhibition was presented in conjunction with “Celebrating St. Petersburg: 300 Years of Cultural Brillance,” a multidisciplinary festival to mark the 300th anniversary of the founding of St. Petersburg.  

