SEPTEMBER 2003 HIGHLIGHTS

• The NCAA restored eligibility to play in tournaments this season to the U-M men’s basketball team. This reversed the NCAA’s earlier decision in May, which imposed an additional one-year ban on postseason competition.  The Division I Infractions Appeals Committee found the extra year added to the University’s self-imposed ban for 2002–2003 was excessive. With this development, Michigan became the first school in five years, and only the third in a decade, to win an appeal of an NCAA postseason sanction.
Students

• Musical Theater graduate Paul Mow made his lead role debut in October on the stage of the State Theater in Lincoln Center with the New York City Opera.  The 31-year-old tenor played the role of Lennie Small in John Steinbeck’s classic tale “Of Mice and Men,” scored by American composer Carlisle Floyd.

• LSA junior Deborah Kim and Engineering senior Avi Jacobson were awarded fellowships from the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies for their distinguished academic achievements and active campus involvement.  Kim and Jacobson will spend the academic year 2003–2004 serving as campus anti-terrorism advocates.

• Five first-year students, three from the College of Engineering and two in the College of Literature, Sciences, and the Arts, received the Gloria Wille Bell and Carlos R. Bell Scholarship. The Bell scholarship is awarded to academically outstanding high school students who plan to major in engineering, mathematics, physics, computer science or another related scientific field at U-M. The recipients were Christopher Butler, Jason Houdek, Olivia Kao, Asha Radhamohan, and Mark Terrel.    

• Business School graduate, Ajay Amlani, was one of 12 outstanding Americans appointed White House Fellows by President George W. Bush.  The one-year appointment began September 1.  The White House Fellows Program is the nation’s most prestigious acknowledgment for leadership and public service and offers young men and women experience at the highest levels of the federal government.

• Jennifer MacGregor, a graduate student pursing a Ph.D. in Immunology, was the recipient of the 2003 Miller Award for Immunology Research.  Based upon scientific strength and originality, graduate student qualifications, and anticipated impact of the award on the student’s training experience, MacGregor was selected for her proposed work, “Regulation of CD8+ T Cell Polarization by the Transcription Factor T-bet.” 

Faculty

• President Mary Sue Coleman was elected to the Board of Directors of Johnson & Johnson, a provider of health care products, pharmaceutical and medical devices and diagnostics. 

• President Mary Sue Coleman volunteered to participate in the University Mentorship Program (UMP), in which she will mentor four LSA freshmen, all pre-med students majoring in biological sciences.  The UMP assists students with their transition to college life.  The focus is both social and academic, with mentors scheduling events with their mentees once a month and being available to them by phone or e-mail.  The Program runs through the fall semester, a time most critical for acclimating students to the large university environment.  

• On September 15, Robert P. Kelch took office as the University’s Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs.  Kelch returned to U-M after nine years in health leadership roles at the University of Iowa.  He received his medical training at the U-M Medical School and spent nearly all his professional career here, including serving as Chair of the Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases and Physician-in-Chief of C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital.

• Hank Baier, Associate Vice President for Facilities and Operations, received a building rehabilitation award from Ann Arbor Mayor John Hieftje at the September City Council meeting.  Baier and Jim Kosteva, U-M Director of Community Relations, accepted awards for the rehabilitation of the Perry School and the preservation of Lane Hall.  The Ann Arbor Historic District Commission conferred the awards.

• Laurence Baker, Professor of Internal Medicine, Associate Chief of the Division of Hematology/Oncology, and Deputy Director for Clinical Research at the Comprehensive Cancer Center, has been named chairman of the Southwest Oncology Group, the largest cancer clinical trials institute in the world.

• Catherine McLaughlin, Professor of Health Management and Policy and Director of the Economic Research Initiative on the Uninsured, was named No. 65 on the “Modern Healthcare Magazine’s” list of the 100 most powerful people in the healthcare business.

• Homer A. Neal, Samuel A. Goudsmit Professor of Physics, former Interim President of U-M, and Director of the UM-ATLAS Collaboratory Project, received the 2003 Edward A. Bouchet Award, which promotes the participation of underrepresented minorities in physics by identifying and recognizing distinguished minority physicists who make significant contributions to physics research.  Neal was honored for his contributions to experimental high-energy physics, for his important role in formulating governmental science policy, for his service as a university administrator at several universities, and for his advocacy of diversity and educational opportunities at all levels. 

• Howard Markel, George E. Wantz Professor of the History of Medicine, Professor of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, and Director of the Center for the History of Medicine, has been appointed to the 21st Century Task Force for Health and Life Sciences at the Museum of Science and Industry (MSI) in Chicago.  This blue ribbon commission of physicians, scientists, educators and community leaders is charged with developing new exhibits and programs on medicine and life sciences.  MSI is the largest science museum in the Western Hemisphere, and in a recent ranking by “Life” magazine, pronounced one of the world’s top 15 museums.

• Pediatric Oncologist Valerie Castle was named Chair of the Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases.  As Chair, she will also be named the first David Murray Cowie Professor of Pediatrics. Castle serves on a number of medical, research and children-related boards and committees, including the Advisory Panel on Research of the Association of American Medical Colleges.  

• Rudy Richardson, Dow Professor of Toxicology in the Medical School and Associate Professor of Neurotoxicology and Neurology is leading a joint U.S. – Russian team to develop a system to rapidly detect human exposure to chemical warfare agents.  The team has received a $90,000 anti-terrorism grant from the U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation.  

• Peter Ward, Chair and Professor of Pathology, has been chosen as the 2003 Amberson Lecturer, one of the highest honors conferred by the American Thoracic Society.  Ward is the first U-M faculty member to receive this appointment.  The Society honored Ward for his remarkable accomplishments in the study of fundamental mechanisms of inflammation and injury in the lungs, work that has spanned the past 35 years of his career.  

• Walter J. Weber Jr., Gordon Maskew Fair and Earnest Boyce Distinguished University Professor, was honored by the American Chemical Society with a three-day colloquium, “Physiochemical Processes in Environmental Systems: A Symposium in Honor of Walter J. Weber Jr.”  The September 9–11 symposium, held in conjunction with the organization’s national meeting in New York City, featured a banquet and presentations of more than 80 scientific papers about this major area of environmental studies, which Weber helped establish and lead for 40 years.


• The Life Sciences Institute (LSI) announced four new faculty members as it began moving into its 230,000 square-foot lab. The new faculty members are: 

-- Kun-liang Guan, a biological chemist at U-M since 1991. He studies cell activity crucial to understanding diseases. 

-- Anuj Kumar, a systems biologist, who has just completed a post-doctoral fellowship at Yale University. 

-- Gabby Rudenko, a biochemist at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, who will join the LSI faculty in spring 2004. 

-- Zhaohui Xu, a structural biologist at the U-M Medical School.

• Martha Eugenia Deerman was awarded a junior fellowship under the auspices of the Postdoctoral Fellowship Program of the Public Goods Council, a program created by former Provost Nancy Cantor.  Deerman will offer courses on the exploration of social movement narratives involving American utopian communities, the women’s movement, and the American Left and Right.  She will draw upon research resources across the University, particularly those at the Special Collections, William Clements, and Bentley Historical libraries.  Deerman has also been appointed a visiting Assistant Professor of History in the Department of History for the academic years 2003–2004 and 2004–2005.

• Michael Clarke, Professor of Hematology/Oncology and Professor of Cell and Developmental Biology, received a Health Care Hero Award from “Crain’s Detroit Business” for discovering that breast cancer tumors contain stem cells.  Clarke and a team of U-M cancer researchers that include Max Wicha, Professor of Hematology/Oncology and Director of the U-M Cancer Center; Sean Morrison, a Howard Hughes Medical Institute Assistant Investigator and U-M Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine; and post-doctoral fellow Muhammad Al-Hajj, are working to identify the genes that cancer stem cells use to generate cancer cells so researchers can develop therapies to keep the stem cells from working.  

• Over Labor Day weekend, Robert Bartlett, Professor in the Department of Surgery and Director of the U-M Health System Surgical Intensive Care Unit, boarded Survival Flight with an ECMO (extracorporeal membrane oxygenation) machine in an effort to save a young woman at a Flint-area McLaren Hospital who had been critically injured in a car accident.  Bartlett, who rarely flies with Survival Flight, invented ECMO based on his research on artificial organs in intensive care.  The accident victim’s family was so impressed with ECMO and Dr. Bartlett’s involvement that they contacted their local news station to air a story about the heroic rescue.  They felt that without ECMO, their daughter would not have survived the weekend. 

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The Department of Psychology’s Program in Social Psychology received the Suinn Achievement Award from the American Psychological Association. The award is given to university psychology departments that have demonstrated excellence in the recruitment, retention and graduation of ethnic minority students. 

• The School of Public Health’s Academic Center for Public Health Preparedness received the 2003 Linkages Award from the Council on Linkages between Academia and Public Health Practice.  The award recognized the exemplary partnership between U-M and the state of Michigan’s public health agencies for joint planning of statewide preparedness training activities. 

• * U-M has made significant progress in hiring and retaining women faculty scientists and engineers during the first year of a federally funded project. A five-year, $3.7 million award from the National Science Foundation ADVANCE Institutional Transformation Program was received in 2001 with the aim of reversing the isolation and marginalization of women scientists and engineers within their departments. Efforts by U-M ADVANCE program participants, deans, and faculty have contributed to the recruitment of 43 new women science and engineering faculty in 2002, and to improvements in the climate, leadership development, and retention of women science and engineering faculty.  Additionally, in 2003, President Mary Sue Coleman and Provost Paul Courant reconvened the University of Michigan Gender in Science and Engineering Committee to examine and evaluate institutional policies and practices that might differentially impact the progress of women faculty in science and engineering fields, to recommend and set goals for improved institutional policies and practices, and to recommend instruments to measure outcomes and to ensure accountability of the leadership at multiple institutional levels. 

• A documentary that featured U-M students, “Campus Diversity, Student Voices,” explored the role of diversity in students’ lives at the University.  Drawing on more than 40 hours of interviews with students, conducted individually, in groups, in courses and in extra-curricular settings, the documentary focuses on students’ perceptions to provoke thoughtful and informed discussion of complex issues. Pat McCune, Director of Dialogues on Diversity, wrote, directed and produced the documentary.

• Latino faculty and staff have formed the U-M Latino Faculty and Staff Association (LFSA) to aid in protecting and promoting the professional interests of Latino faculty and staff.  LFSA also seeks to help build a stronger sense of community and participation with the University community as a whole.

• The “Wall Street Journal” has ranked the U-M Business School as one of the top schools in the nation.  Specific citations include:


-- #1 Public school of business in the U.S. 


-- #1 Business school in the Midwest


-- #1 Source for hiring qualified minority job candidates


-- #2 Among the nation’s largest business schools


-- #3 Overall, behind only Penn’s Wharton School and Dartmouth’s Tuck School 

of Business.

• The U-M is one of 14 institutions selected by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health, to participate in the Midwestern Regional Center of Excellence (RCE) for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases Research.  The Midwestern RCE at U-M is one of eight regional centers to be established around the country with a $350-million, five-year grant from NIAID.  U-M scientists will work on developing vaccines and countermeasures against biological pathogens.  

Health System

• A cancer therapy, Bexxar, originally invented at the University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center is available to Medicare patients under a new ruling by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  Mark Kaminski, Professor of Hematology/Oncology and co-director of U-M’s Leukemia/Lymphoma/Bone Marrow Transplant Program, was the co-developer of Bexxar.  Kaminski developed Bexxar with U-M nuclear medicine pioneer Richard Wahl, now chair of nuclear medicine at Johns Hopkins University Medical Center.  

• The U-M Health System’s Trauma Burn Center video, “In an Instant,” received the 2003 FREDDIE award in the category of safety and first aid.  The video portrays the medical consequences of burn injuries through the first-person narratives of children. Now in its 30th year, The International Health & Medical Media Awards competition, aka the Oscars of Medicine, is devoted entirely to health and medical audio-visuals, attracting the best feature-length films, documentaries, series, shorts, videos, Websites and CD-ROMs from all corners of the globe.

• The National Institute of Health is providing a $4 million grant to fund construction of an addition to U-M’s Depression Center and Ambulatory Psychiatry facility. The new space will include labs, clinical investigation facilities and offices, and will be directly located above the Center’s outpatient clinics and educational facilities. The U-M Depression Center is the first of its kind in the world, encompassing research, treatment, education, and public policy, and bringing together more than 100 experts from seven U-M colleges and schools.

• The U-M Health System broke ground on its $199 million Cardiovascular Center this month.  When completed in 2007, the 350,000–square–foot Center will provide operating rooms, patient rooms, clinics, classrooms and laboratories to meet demand for cardiovascular services.  President Mary Sue Coleman and Interim Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs Lazar J. Greenfield spoke at the groundbreaking ceremony.

Events and Awards

• The University of Michigan dedicated the site of the new home of the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy.  Former President Gerald R. Ford, who proudly reminisced about his days at the University, was the honored guest.  The stunning new 80,000-square-foot Ford School building will serve as both a home for the 90-year-old Public Policy program, and a gracious appointment at the northern gateway to Central Campus.

• The University of Michigan received the 2002 Energy Star Combined Heat and Power Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy.  The Award acknowledges our leadership role in increasing the nation’s electric generation efficiency through development of highly efficient heat and power projects.

• The University of Michigan was again recognized among the best national universities in this year’s “America’s Best Colleges” edition of “U.S. News & World Report.”  In the rankings, released August 21, U-M maintained 25th place overall and 3rd among public universities nationwide. 

• The Knight-Wallace Foundation hosted, “The Food Page: The Press and Public Policy” day-long conference on September 15.  The event was co-sponsored by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the School of Social Work and the Office of the Vice President of Communications. National journalists and experts traded information and opinions about the impact of journalism on how Americans eat before an enthusiastic audience at the Kerrytown Market and Shops. Food distribution, national cultures and food, and history of food were among the topics discussed.    

• “Celebrating St. Petersburg,” the University’s three-month-long festival marking the tri-centennial of St. Petersburg, Russia, has begun.  The latest in a series of successful collaborations between U-M and major artistic forces throughout the world, highlights of the celebration include the exclusive U.S. display at the U-M Museum of Art of 140 pieces from the art collection of the Romanovs – the family of the Tzars; and the U.S. premiere of Declan Donnellan’s production of “Boris Godunov,” brought to Ann Arbor by the University Musical Society.  Additional activities sponsored by several individual units include symposia and lectures; dramatic presentations and dance performances; and the display of Tzarist-era postcards depicting the life of the Russian Jewish community in the Pale.

• The U-M was the recipient of the Merit Award as part of the 2003 Society for College and University Planning/American Institute of Architects Committee on Architecture for Education awards program.  U-M President Emeritus and University Professor of Science and Engineering James J. Duderstadt accepted the award for the University.  The competition recognized state-of-the-art planning and emphasized excellence in higher education environments, settings, and its resultant physical manifestations.  

