OCTOBER 2003 HIGHLIGHTS

Enrollment

• The University of Michigan's 2003 enrollment topped 39,000 for the first time, setting a record for the seventh consecutive year.  Total enrollment for fall 2003 is 39,031, up from 38,972 a year ago.  The incoming freshman class of 5,553 just missed exceeding the record set in 1999 although the University received more applications for spring, summer and fall freshman admissions than ever before in its history.  The strongest enrollment growth occurred this year in the School of Education, School of Information, the College of Pharmacy and at the undergraduate level in the School of Nursing.  
Students

• Graduate Daniel Okrent, a longtime magazine editor and author who has served as managing editor of “Life” and editor of Time Inc.’s new-media operations, was appointed the first public editor of the “New York Times.”  As public editor, Okrent will operate outside the management structure of the “The Time’s” newsroom and editorial page.  He will be given an unfettered opportunity to address readers’ comments about “The Time’s” coverage, to raise questions of his own and to write about such matters, in commentaries that will be published in the paper as he sees fit.  

•  Six U-M students spilt $7,700 in prizes during the 66th Summer Hopwood Contest and the Marjorie Rapaport Award in Poetry.  The Avery and Julie Hopwood Awards in Creative Writing are the nation’s oldest contests for student writers.  The awards are funded by a bequest from Avery Hopwood, a 1905 U-M graduate and successful Broadway playwright, and Julie Hopwood, his mother.  Winners of the Summer Hopwood Awards and the Marjorie Rapaport Award in Poetry include the following students: Sarah Worden, Farrah Sarafa, Tom Wisniewski, Joseph J. W. Keckler, Kerry Russell and Andrew Henry Line.

• Sophomore Nick Willis, a member of the U-M men’s cross country team, was named Big Ten Conference co-Athlete of the Week after leading the Wolverines with a seventh-place performance during the NCAA Pre-Nationals at the Irv Warren Golf Course in Waterloo, Iowa.  This distinction is the second weekly honor over the preceding three weeks for Willis and the third honor for the U-M men’s cross country team this season.  

• Men’s soccer junior Knox Cameron was selected to the “College Soccer News” National Team of the Week and as the Big Ten Conference Co-Offensive Player of the Week.  Cameron’s selection to the “College Soccer News” National Team is his second this season.

Faculty

• President Mary Sue Coleman was honored as one of three champions of affirmative action at the 2003 National Equal Justice Award Dinner in New York City.  The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. honored Coleman, Columbia University President and former U-M President Lee Bollinger, and Cornell University President and former U-M Law School Dean Jeffrey Lehman for their key leadership roles in defending the University’s affirmative action admissions policies.

• Mark Tessler, the Samuel J. Eldersveld Collegiate Professor of Political Science, has been named Director of the Center for Political Studies in the Institute for Social Research.  Tessler has also received a grant from the U.S. State Department for work on public opinion research in three Arabic countries, entitled “Building Capacity for Public Opinion Research in Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, and Oman.”

• The University Board of Regents approved the appointment of James Carpenter — Associate Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery, Associate Director of MedSport, and Director of Surgical Services for the U-M Athletic Department — as Chair of the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and the first Harold W. and Helen L. Gehring Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery.  Carpenter joined the U-M Medical School faculty in 1990.  His areas of interest and expertise are shoulder, knee and arthroscopic surgery, as well as sports medicine.  He has developed a special expertise in shoulder injuries; his research in this area has been recognized with the Hughston Award from the American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine and with the Neer Award from the American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons.  

• George Kenyon, Dean of the College of Pharmacy and the Tom D. Rowe Collegiate Professor of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, has been elected the 15th President of the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.  Kenyon will serve as President-elect from 2003–06 and President from 2006–09.

• Anthony Walesby was appointed Assistant Provost and Senior Director of the newly created Office for Institutional Equity at U-M, which combines the staff and programs formerly located in the Office of a Multicultural Community, Equity and Diversity Services and the Gender Equity and Sexual Harassment Policy Office.  Walesby, whose appointment begins November 1, 2003, is currently Associate Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access and is an Assistant Provost at Illinois.  At U-M, he will provide oversight of University policies and procedures with regard to discrimination and harassment; create and deliver programs for faculty, staff and students that will aim to prevent discrimination and harassment of all kinds; and promote inclusiveness and an ethical work environment.  

• Nancy Allee, Director of Public Health Informatics Services and Access, has been named to the National Library of Medicine/Association of Academic Health Sciences Libraries Leadership Fellows program.  The program is designed to prepare emerging leaders in the field of health sciences information who have a demonstrated record of leadership initiative and potential.  

• Valerie Castle, Pediatric Oncologist and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, was selected to receive the 2003 RARE Foundation Award for Healthcare Excellence.  The Foundation’s mission is to “recognize achievement and reward excellence” by identifying people in the local working community who set exceptional examples for today’s youth.  

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The National Science Foundation awarded U-M researchers $2.5 million over a five-year period to form the Center for the Analysis of Pathways from Childhood to Adulthood at the U-M Institute for Social Research. The Center will analyze data on more than 130,000 individuals from 20 large-scale, long-range research projects to answer key questions about successful development. The new Center will be directed by Psychology Professor Pamela Davis-Kean.

• The School of Public Health (SPH) broke ground for a $70 million addition and renovation project that will include 125,000 square feet of new modern laboratories, classrooms, interaction spaces and community-focused research space.  Funding will come from private gifts, SPH resources and capital investment proceeds.  

• The School of Natural Resources and Environment celebrated its 100th anniversary with an event honoring the school’s history and its newly renovated home – the Dana Building – which recently underwent an environmentally sensitive “green” transformation.  The Centennial Celebration included a rededication and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new building in the Ford Commons on October 17.

• The College of Pharmacy received a $2 million grant from the National Institutes of Health to develop a lab focusing on molecular and cellular approaches to drug design, targeting and delivery.  The grant from the NIH’s National Center for Research Resources Research Facilities Improvement Program will fund a complete renovation of 8,000 square feet of laboratory facilities in the Pharmacy Research Building, including facilities for the College’s nascent Center for Molecular Drug Targeting.  

• President Mary Sue Coleman appointed a task force to work on identifying indicators that best measure the progress of the University in key areas of environmental assessment.  Rosina Bierbaum, Dean of the School of Natural Resources and Environment and Douglas Kelbaugh, Dean of the A. Alfred Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning, are co-chairs of the task force and a related advisory group, which will provide some research and other technical assistance.

• The world’s largest computerized social science data archive, the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research at U-M, celebrated its 40th anniversary with a symposium on privacy in the information age.  The event featured opening remarks by President Mary Sue Coleman and a keynote address by U.S. Bureau of the Census Director Kenneth Prewitt.

• The U-M Business School received a $5 million gift from one of its alumni, Sanford Robertson, a partner in the San Francisco-based firm Francisco Partners.  Robertson’s gift is the largest individual donation to the Business School thus far received under the auspice of Dean Robert J. Dolan.  The gift will be used to help recruit faculty and finance the development of a new course in leadership, the corporation and society.

• The U-M Business School was named one of the top six international business schools for incorporating social and environmental stewardship into their programs, according to a report by the Aspen Institute Business and Society Program and the World Resources Institute, a Washington, D.C.-based environmental research and policy group.

• The University of Michigan has selected the firm Allied Works Architecture, which has earned several prestigious museum commissions, to oversee a major expansion and renovation of the Museum of Art.  The $35 million project will include a 55,000-square-foot addition, as well as a complete renovation of the elegant Beaux-Arts style building built as Alumni Memorial Hall in 1907.  The expansion will more than double the existing museum space, from 41,676 square feet to 95,396 square feet, accommodating expanded gallery space, an auditorium, classrooms and improved visitor amenities.  Two major gifts, $5 million from an anonymous donor and $1 million from Robert and Lillian Montalto Bohlen of Brighton, Michigan, have been announced toward the project, which will be financed largely by private support.

• The U-M Board of Regents approved a plan that will allow the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital to further extend its ability to meet surging demands for pediatric inpatient and outpatient surgeries, as well as magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) services.  The 8,000 gross-square-foot renovation project will create a new operating room and a new exam area with MRI technology, and expand the existing Post Anesthesia Care Unit, where surgical patients initially recover.  The $10.7 million project is expected to be completed by the end of 2005.

• A $4 million grant from the National Institutes of Health will help fund a new home for depression research at the U-M. The grant will help pay for construction of a floor of research space in the Depression Center and Ambulatory Psychiatry facility that will be built at the U-M Health System's East Ann Arbor Properties on Plymouth Road.  The research area, totaling 24,000 square feet, will support U-M researchers who study the causes of depression and bipolar disorder, conduct diagnostic tests and develop treatments. The new space will consolidate the Center's clinical research into a single location convenient for researchers and clinical trial participants.

Events and Awards

• The Intramural Sports Building (ISB), established in 1912 as the nation’s first university-owned intramural athletic facility, celebrated its 75th anniversary over Homecoming Weekend.  In 1919, Michigan alumnus Elmer Dayton Mitchell –– the man now recognized as the Father of American Intramural Sport –– was named Director of Intramural Athletics at U-M, and the ISB was constructed in Ann Arbor under Professor Mitchell’s watchful eye.  The anniversary events included an open house, tours, and historic displays.  

• The Office of Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs and the U-M Native American Student Association launched the 2003 Native American Heritage Celebration, including events such as lectures and discussions, a concert and professional comedy act, Native Alaskan story-telling, dance performances and film screenings.

• Maureen Mahoney, a member of the U-M’s Supreme Court defense team in Grutter v. Bollinger et al, discussed the affirmative action admissions cases (Grutter regarding Law School admissions and Gratz et al v. Bollinger et al in LS&A) at the Power Center for the Performing Arts. Mahoney is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Latham and Watkins, where she leads the firm’s appellate and constitutional practice.  Her lecture was part of the Mullin Welch Series, sponsored by the Center for the Education of Women.  

• Georgetown University Law Center Professor David Cole delivered the 13th annual Davis, Markert, Nickerson Lecture on Academic and Intellectual Freedom, “Freedom and Terror: September 11th and the 21st Century Challenge,” which focused on the war on terrorism, the challenges it poses to a free society and the role academic freedom has to play in struggling for freedom during periods of crisis.  

• Bill Basch, a Holocaust survivor whose story was told in the Oscar-winning Best Documentary Feature “The Last Days,” was awarded the 13th University of Michigan Wallenberg Medal on October 28.  Basch was one of the young volunteers in Budapest, Hungary, who risked their lives to deliver food and passports to the Jews living in Raoul Wallenberg’s safe houses.  The Wallenberg lecture and medal ceremony is co-sponsored by the Wallenberg Endowment, the Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies and the U-M Hillel.  

