NOVEMBER 2003 HIGHLIGHTS

Students

• Recent LS&A graduate David Enders landed a post-college job unlike any other – he founded his own independent news magazine in war-torn Iraq.  His publication, called “Baghdad Bulletin,” is published twice a month in English and has a circulation of 10,000.  Enders has published stories on the Baghdad Stock Exchange, electricity cuts and the political future of Iraq.

• Senior Tealin Kelemen of the U-M’s women's swimming and diving team was named the Big Ten Conference Diver of the Week.  It marks the third time in her four-year career that Kelemen has earned this honor.
• The Big Ten Conference announced that fifth-year senior tailback Chris Perry of the U-M football team earned the Big Ten Offensive Player of the Week award for his November 1 performance at Michigan State.  Perry leads the Big Ten and lists third nationally in rushing this season, having amassed 1,313 yards on 258 carries and 13 rushing touchdowns.  Perry and fifth-year senior quarterback John Navarre are the only Wolverines to earn conference Player of the Week awards this season.

Faculty

• President Mary Sue Coleman and her husband, Kenneth Coleman, made a significant leadership gift to the University’s upcoming fund-raising campaign.  The $500,000 gift was one of the largest ever made by a U-M president during a capital campaign.  

• David Ginsburg, James V. Neel Distinguished University Professor in the departments of Internal Medicine and Human Genetics at the Medical School, and Research Professor in the Life Sciences Institute, was a recipient of the esteemed American Heart Association Basic Research Prize of 2003, which annually recognizes outstanding contributions to the advancement of cardiovascular science.  

• Three members of the Michigan Medical School faculty were elected to the Institute of Medicine, one of the highest honors in the field.  They are: 

-- William Barsan, Professor and Chair of the Department of Emergency Medicine 

at the Medical School, and Director of the Health System’s Emergency Department

-- Robert Bartlett, Professor of Surgery at the Medical School, Director of Critical 

Care/General Surgery, and Director of Surgical Intensive Care at the Health System

-- Timothy R.B. Johnson, the Bates Professor of Diseases of Women and 

Children, and Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Medical 

School, and Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, Professor of Women’s Studies and 

Research Scientist in the Center for Human Growth and Development.

• Philip Andrews, Professor of Biological Chemistry and Director of the Michigan Proteome Consortium, received an $11.9 million, five year grant from the National Center for Research Resources, a branch of the National Institutes of Health.  This research award will make the State of Michigan a national leader for research and development on cutting-edge technologies in proteomics, an important, rapidly emerging field in the life sciences that focuses on proteins – the millions of complex molecules that do the work of living cells.

• Denys Lau, a U-M/Pfizer Outcomes Research Post-Doctoral Fellow in the School of Public Health, received the 2003 Jay S. Drotman Memorial Award on November 16 at the 131st annual meeting of the American Public Health Association.  The award recognizes a young health worker or student who has demonstrated potential in the field by challenging traditional public health policy or practice in a creative and positive manner.

• Shelly Yakich, staff trainer in the Unit for Laboratory Animal Medicine, received the 2003 Jody C. Ungerleider Memorial award for outstanding contributions to laboratory animal welfare.  Yakich received the award at a November 21 ceremony acknowledging her outstanding contribution to the humane care and treatment of animals used in biomedical experimentation.  

• Sunil Kapila was appointed chair of the Department of Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry.  Kapila came to U-M after serving as an Associate Professor in the Department of Growth and Development at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF).  He was also the Eugene West Endowed Chair of Orthodontics at UCSF.

• Steven Dierker, Professor of Physics, was appointed Associate Laboratory Director for the Light Sources Directorate at the U.S. Department of Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory.  Dierker serves as chair of the National Synchrotron Light Source Department.   

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The University Board of Regents approved a design for a new Academic Center that will provide space for more than 700 U-M student-athletes as well as other U-M undergraduate and graduate students.  The new $12 million, 38,000-gross-square-foot Academic Center will be built on the south Athletic Campus and was designed by architects from Jickling Lyman Powell Associates.  The Center will provide individual and group study areas, computer labs, meeting rooms designated for tutorial work, a large meeting room and assembly areas for group projects and offices for instructional support staff.

• The Kellogg Eye Center was ranked No. 5 for Best Overall Program in a yearly survey that ranks ophthalmology programs across the county.  The rankings, released by “Ophthalmology Times” in its November 15 issue, are the result of a poll of ophthalmology chairs in the United States.  

• The University of Michigan received a federal grant to create a Clinical Simulation Center to train first responders and medical personnel for unique disaster situations.  The Center – funded by a one-year, $421,589 federal grant monitored by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – will prepare emergency responders to handle unique disaster occurrences, such as those involving weapons of mass destruction or a terrorist attack. U-M is one of 12 universities nationwide creating specialty centers, which provide health professionals with information and training to support preparedness for terrorism and other public health emergencies.  

• The College of Pharmacy received a $750,000 gift from Dr. Ronnie Cresswell, a retired Senior Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer of Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical Division of Warner Lambert Company.  Cresswell, who served as a Professor of Medicinal Chemistry in the College of Pharmacy, made the gift to create the Sheila B. Cresswell Fellowship in Medicinal Chemistry in honor of his wife.  

• The University of Michigan Wolverines and The Ohio State University Buckeyes met in Ann Arbor on November 22 for their 100th football game, a tradition rated as the “greatest sports rivalry” by an ESPN poll.  In honor of the game, curators from U-M joined forces with their counterparts at OSU and developed online exhibits (http://www.lib.ohio-state.edu/arvweb/OSUvsMichigan/osuvsmichigan.htm) that highlighted both the academic rivalry and the academic collaboration between the two institutions.  Archivists at the Bentley Historical Library of U-M and the OSU Archives created an online exhibit that compared the two schools’ football programs side-by-side, including historical statistics, photographs from early games, and Web pages about the intense coaching match-ups.

• Through the efforts of the U-M Athletic Department and the Seattle and Michigan Make-A-Wish Foundations, a 17-year-old Seattle resident, Richard, was able to join the festivities at a tailgate party prior to attending the U-M v. OSU football game on November 22.  Joining them at the tailgate were President Mary Sue Coleman and Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer Tim Slottow, who serves on the board of the Michigan Make-A-Wish Foundation.  

• The University Board of Regents have renamed the Media Union, now the James and Anne Duderstadt Center, in honor of James Duderstadt, the 11th president of U-M, and his wife Anne.  The building will be rededicated formally in the spring.  The facility houses a 600,000-volume library, an exhibition gallery and more than 500 workstations, as well as an advanced visualization laboratory, a virtual reality laboratory, design space for special projects, video and audio performance studios, and a teleconference suite.  Comprising 225,000 square feet, it is one of the largest multimedia centers in the nation.  

• The College of Engineering broke ground on the new Computer Science and Engineering Building. The 104,000-square-foot, four-story structure will be prominently positioned just west of the Dow Building on North Campus. When completed in early 2006, it will house all Computer Science and Engineering faculty, classroom space and labs for students.

Events and Awards

• President Mary Sue Coleman and Michigan State University President Peter McPherson participated in a live call-in program on Michigan Radio and discussed the state’s economic future and impending budget cuts in higher education.  The program was hosted by Michigan Radio’s Todd Mundt and gave listeners the opportunity to query the presidents and hear their thoughts on the future of higher education in the state.       

• The University of Michigan EDA University Center for Economic Diversification has won an award for outstanding project of the year in the economic-development category from the Albany, N.Y.-based National Association of Management and Technical Assistance Centers. The project, called the Harrisville Arts Incubator, was developed to boost the economic recovery of Harrisville, a town on Lake Huron with high unemployment and a recent spate of downtown business closings.
