DECEMBER 2003 HIGHLIGHTS

Students

• A U-M student team will compete in the World Finals of the International Collegiate Programming Contest in Prague, Czech Republic, from March 28–April 1.  This is the first time a U-M team has qualified for the international competition since 1997.  The team, which will head to the World Finals in late March, includes undergraduate computer science students Nuttapong Chentanez, Galen Elias and James McCann.

• Senior Chris Perry won the 2003 Doak Walker Nation’s Best Collegiate Running Back Award, was a finalist for the 2003 Heisman Memorial Trophy Award (nation’s most outstanding player), and was a finalist for the 2003 Walter Camp Outstanding Player of the Year Award.  Perry was also named to the prestigious Camp All-American team.  In addition to these awards, the “Chicago Tribune” named Perry the Silver Football Award winner as the Most Valuable Player in the Big Ten Conference.  He becomes the 14th Wolverine to receive the coveted award and is the first U-M player since Charles Woodson in 1997 to gain the honor.  

Faculty

• President Mary Sue Coleman lead the Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra in a rendition of Leory Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride,” which was written for the Pops in 1948.  Coleman was a special guest conductor when the orchestra took the stage at Crisler Arena on December 5.  

• Anthony England, Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, and of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences, received the Judith A. Resnik Award from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.  The award recognizes significant contributions to the development and application of space-borne microwave radiometry to remote sensing.  

• Matthew Lassiter, Assistant Professor of History, received the 14th annual Golden Apple Award during his class on December 4.  The award, presented by Students Honoring Outstanding University Teaching (SHOUT), honors faculty who consistently teach each lecture as if it were their last, strive to disseminate knowledge and to inspire and engage students.  This is the only teaching award at U-M selected by students.
• Bogdan Epureanu, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering, received the Pi Tau Sigma Gold Medal Award from the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  The medal is awarded for outstanding achievement in mechanical engineering to a young engineer within 10 years of graduation from the regular engineering course of a recognized college or university.

• David Featherman, Director of the U-M Institute for Social Research and Professor of Psychology and of Sociology, along with Chris Theodore, Vice President of Advanced Product Creation at Ford Motor Company, gave winter commencement remarks at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.

• Edna Reese and Debrha Tyler, both health aides with the University of Michigan Health System Michigan Visiting Nurses, were named recipients of the Frances Dillard Home Health Aide Service Award for 2003.  Reese and Tyler were recognized for their valued dedication and commitment to patients and families for more than 20 years.  The award was created to honor home health aides who exemplify the qualities of caring, commitment and compassion.  

• Howard Shevrin, Professor of Psychology and Psychoanalyst, was named one of four winners of the Mary S. Sigourney Award for 2003.  The award, one of the highest honors in the field, recognizes outstanding achievements in applied psychoanalysis and research and is given to U.S. recipients only once every three years.

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The University of Michigan School of Social Work and the Flint community received a $2.25 million gift from U-M Regent Olivia Maynard and her husband, Olof Karlstrom.  The gift provided momentum for the University’s fund-raising campaign, scheduled to kick off in May 2004.

• The University of Michigan School of Nursing launched a dementia care specialist training program believed to be the first of its kind in the U.S.  The program received a $580,000 award from the Division of Nursing at Health Resources and Services Administration, with funds deriving from the recent passage of the Nurse Reinvestment Act, legislation designed to address the nursing shortage and prepare the nursing work force for higher levels of elder care. 

• The University Board of Regents approved a plan for a new off-site ambulatory surgery and medical procedures center.  The proposed 46-gross-square-foot facility is a joint effort between the U-M Hospitals and Health Centers and the Medical School to ease increasing outpatient surgery and medical procedure capacity constraints.  The new $30 million facility will include six outpatient operating rooms, four medical procedure rooms and related support areas. The project is scheduled to be completed in the fall of 2005.

• The University of Michigan’s Life Sciences Institute, with support from the Perrigo Company, will offer summer fellowships to a few highly qualified undergraduate students currently enrolled at any college or university in the state.  Perrigo/LSI fellows will spend 10 weeks at the Institute working in the laboratory of a world-class scientist of their choice.  Some fellows will also participate in the U-M’s TechStart Program for entrepreneurial training, with an emphasis on identifying and developing life science business opportunities.  

• The University launched a Web site for parents of undergraduates, called M-Parent, which was designed in direct response to parents’ requests for help in navigating U-M’s complex organizational structure.  The Web site (http://www.umich.edu/parents/main/) features important dates, academic and financial information, frequently asked questions and more.  

• The University of Michigan Musical Society Choral Union marked its 125th season in 2003 by performing Handel’s classic “Messiah.”  The Choral Union has performed the Handel classic for over 100 years, beginning with the Union’s first performance in 1879.  In the intervening years, the Choral Union’s “Messiah” has become part of Ann Arbor’s Christmas season. UMS donors Carl and Isabelle Brauer have supported “Messiah” for four seasons, including the present one, ensuring the tradition for the future.  

• The Guidance Center, a Downriver-based behavioral health and human services organization, has formed a partnership with the School of Social Work to improve behavioral health services in southeastern Michigan and beyond.  The Center launched a new million-dollar Center for Excellence for research and education that is expected to have a national impact on the practice and delivery of social services.  

• Alumni of U-M’s nationally recognized Musical Theatre program succeed in their highly competitive field.  Current examples include:

-- Gavin Creel recently finished a stint as co-lead in the new Stephen Sondheim-Hal Prince musical, “Bounce,” at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.  Earlier, Creel played a major role in “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” for which he received a Tony Award nomination.

-- Jeff Marx co-wrote the award-winning mega-hit musical “Avenue Q,” which performed strongly at Broadway’s Golden Theatre after a very successful run off-Broadway at the Vineyard Theater.  

• Tiffany Jackson, a vocal performance graduate from the School of Music, traveled to South Africa with and appeared on the Oprah Winfrey show in December. 

Events

• U-M/Ann Arbor Winter Commencement 2003:

-- Graduating senior Jessica B. Burstrem gave the student address at winter commencement.  Burstrem’s accomplishments at the University include several awards, such as the Dean’s Merit scholarship and Regents’ scholarship. Also, several of her poems have been published. Additionally, she offered her time volunteering as a youth counselor, and was involved in the University’s K-Grams program, which pairs University students with elementary school students in a pen pal exchange.

-- Thomas Miller, the U.S. Ambassador to Greece, was the speaker at winter commencement on December 14 in Crisler Arena, where nearly 1,500 students received their degrees. Miller earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees in political science from U-M, as well as a U-M master’s degree in Asian studies.  At Commencement, he received an honorary doctor of laws degree.  

-- Philanthropist Ann Lurie and Leo Goodman, one of the world's leading analysts of survey data, also received honorary degrees at winter commencement. Lurie has supported various projects at U-M, including the Ann and Robert H. Lurie Tower and Carillon on North Campus.  Goodman teaches at the University of California at Berkeley and has played a central role in developing quantitative research methods in the social sciences.
• Children participating in the America Reads program listened to MacArthur Fellow (1996) Thylias Moss, an award-winning poet and U-M Professor of English, read from her children’s book, “I Want to Be,” and received autographed copies at an exhibit of children’s art.  The exhibit featured the work of children in kindergarten through third grade from Detroit’s Dixon and Vetel Elementary Schools and Alkebulan Village Community Center.  U-M students from the University’s America Reads Tutoring Corps, a program of U-M’s Ginsberg Center for Community Services and Learning, served as tutors in the program.

• President Bush’s chief science advisor, Dr. Leon Kass, discussed moral and ethical dilemmas posed by the use of biotechnology at the U-M Health System’s 8th annual Raymond W. Waggoner Lecture on Ethics and Values in Medicine.  Kass delivered a summary of a recent report issued by the President’s Council on Bioethics regarding aspects of life sciences research that go “beyond therapy” and into the realm of improving the human body, extending lifespan and enhancing happiness.

