April Highlights

Students/Alumni

•  Marit Dewhurst of East Lansing will be the student speaker at Spring Commencement April 27.   She is graduating from the Residential College, with an individualized concentration in "Community Empowerment Through the Arts."  Marit is an Angell Scholar and has been active in Project SERVE's Leadership Team.  She also has led college preparation workshops for seventh graders through the Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives and drama workshops at juvenile detention centers through the Prison Creative Arts Project.  Marit begins a masters program at the Harvard Graduate School of Education this fall.  

•  Kelsey Libner, who is receiving his Master of Science in Information degree, will be the student speaker at Graduate Exercises April 26.  Kelsey has worked in the Graduate Library, the Digital Library Production Service, and the Government Documents Center and represented graduate students on the University's Library Council.  In July, he will begin work as a fellow at the North Carolina State University Libraries, helping to develop a preservation plan for the university's digital collections.

•  More than 30 outstanding student leaders and organizations, including Marit Dewhurst, were honored at the 23rd annual Michigan Leadership Awards April 8.  The Detroit Project was one of the groups honored.  Recently, as part of the Detroit Project, 30 busloads of undergraduates traveled to Detroit's Brightmoor District, where they helped spruce up playgrounds, removed rotting foundations, and cleaned debris from abandoned lots.  They also hosted two field days for children.  

•  The Ecolympics Residence Hall Resource Conversation Campaign was a success:  All of our residence halls competed in and improved in at least one of four categories measured:  water, electricity, waste, and recyclables.  For example, Alice Lloyd reduced water consumption by 42 percent over the previous year, Barbour reduced electrical use by 17 percent and increased their output of recyclables by 16 percent, Newberry increased recyclables by over 82 percent, East Quad reduced water by 36 percent and waste by over 6 percent, and Markley reduced water by over 23 percent and increased recyclables by 27 percent.  One hall, Stockwell Hall, improved its performance in all four categories.

•  More than 1,000 students from nine local elementary schools and 1,850 college students participated in K-grams fourth annual Kids-Fair March 22 at Crisler Arena.  The fair's theme was "Smilin' Around the World."  K-grams promotes interaction between college and elementary students, including a pen pals program that pairs students living in the residence halls with elementary school students.  

•  The fifth annual Dance Marathon March 16-17 raised more than $166,000 to benefit 35 Children's Miracle Network hospitals, including C.S. Mott Children's Hospital.  Since its inception, Dance Marathon has raised more than $540,500.

•  Greek Week raised $44,000 for charities this year and collected 285 pints of blood for the American Red Cross.  The money will go to Camp Heartland, a camping and outreach program for children whose lives have been affected by AIDS; the Coach Carr Cancer Fund; the New York Firefighters 9-11 Fund; the Boys and Girls Club of America; and Students Promoting Eating Disorder Awareness and Knowledge.

•  The U-M's award-winning a cappella group Compulsive Lyres will compete in the final round of the International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella competition at Lincoln Center in New York City April 28.

•  President Ford was on campus for the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy annual Citigroup Lecture April 17.  Nobel Peace Laureate Oscar Arias, former president of Costa Rica, gave the lecture, "Moral Leadership in Today's World."

•  Jane Scott, the Cleveland Plain Dealer's legendary rock writer, retired April 3, after 50 years at the newspaper and one month shy of her 83rd birthday.  Ms. Scott graduated in 1941 from the U-M, where she majored in English and drama and wrote for the Michigan Daily.  She has entertained readers with firsthand accounts about some of music's most colorful characters, from Paul McCartney and Bruce Springsteen to Prince and U2. 

Faculty/Staff

•  Dana Muir, associate professor of business law, has been named to the U.S. Department of Labor's Advisory Council on Employee Welfare and Pension Plans for a three-year term as the council's general public representative. 

•  The U-M Health System received an "Environmental Leadership Award" April 8 from the American Hospital Association, American Nurses Association, Health Care Without Harm and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for setting a high standard in environmental practices in health care.  The U-M Health System recycles paper, plastic materials from operating room procedures, solvents from the pathology laboratories, batteries, beverage cans, and scrap metal.  In 2001, it converted its waste-management process from incineration to steam-sterilization.  

The Health System also was recognized for efforts to reduce its use of mercury.  In the past three years, U-M Health System has established or advanced programs to remove mercury-containing devices, recycle fluorescent lamps that contain mercury, and replace mercury-containing switches in older equipment with non-mercury ones.

Rankings

•  In the annual "Best Graduate Schools" rankings released by U.S. News & World Report, the Medical School ranks No. 8 among the nation's 125 accredited medical schools.  Other U-M areas in the top 10 are engineering (6), education (7), law (7), mathematics (8), and business (10). Receiving high marks for doctorate programs are physics (13), biological sciences (14), computer  science (14) and chemistry (21). 

Sports

•  The women's gymnastics team has started practicing in its new 17,000-square foot building, the Donald R. Shepherd Women's Gymnastics Center, on State Street next to the Varsity Tennis Center.  The building is three times the size of the team's old facility.  The team competes this afternoon (April 18) in the NCAA Championship preliminary competition.

Events

• The Royal Shakespeare Company will return to Ann Arbor next March.  As part of its residency, the world-renowned theatrical company will present six performances of a new stage adaptation of Salman Rushdie's prize winning novel, "Midnight's Children," as well as five performances of Shakespeare's "Coriolanus" and "The Merry Wives of Windsor."

•  The nation's only Life Sciences Orchestra will salute America in the final concert of its second season at 2 p.m. April 21 at the Michigan Theater.  The group will perform works by American composers, including Samuel Barber's Canzonetta for Oboe and Strings, with LSO Concerto Competition winner Douglas Weaver as the soloist.  Doug is a financial advisor at the Medical School.

•  An information session about the renovation of Hill Auditorium will be held at 6 p.m. April 30 at Hill.  The program will include music, presentations about the building's history and planned renovation, as well as tours by members of the Preservation Ladies and friends.

•  Senators John McCain, R-Ariz., and Evan Bayh, D-Ind., kicked off a national tour promoting their new Call to Service Act, at the U-M April 8.  The bill would expand volunteer opportunities for youth and improve their communities.  U-M's AmeriCorps program annually enlists 52 volunteers in community service projects in Detroit and Dearborn.  Senators Bayh and McCain chose the U-M because of the University's long-standing support of community service.

•  Former U.S. Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell addressed the question “Is World Peace an Impossible Dream?” at Hill Auditorium April 4.  “On Sept. 11, many people died and so did many illusions—like the American sense of invulnerability,” Mitchell said.  Americans have learned that there is no place on earth that is immune from terror.  Mitchell urged the audience never to forget that the United States was a great nation before it was a great military power.  The United States has a responsibility to continue to promote peace, justice, and security.
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