JANUARY 2004 HIGHLIGHTS

Students

• Alessandra Ennett, a Ph.D. student in Biomedical Engineering, received the GEM/Black Engineer of the Year Student Leadership Award for demonstrating leadership in engineering and for her continued effort to educate young minorities.  This is the second consecutive year a Michigan Engineering student has received the award.  GEM, the National Consortium for Graduate Degrees for Minorities in Engineering and Science, presents the award annually to a current GEM fellow in a master’s or doctoral program in engineering or science.  

• David Lee, a first-year medical student at U-M, formed a group of approximately 70 fellow medical students to help local senior citizens shovel and salt their walkways.  The group, Medshovelers, is assigned to two or three houses where they shovel walks and driveways after snowfalls of two or more inches.

• The U-M chapter of the student business organization, College Delta Epsilon Chi (DECA), qualified as finalists in the DECA National Quiz Bowl, which will be held in April.  College DECA is an international organization of students interested in marketing, management, and entrepreneurship.  The U-M chapter, which is the largest in the state, welcomes all University students as members.  In its four years of existence, U-M DECA has won more than one-third of all awards conferred at the state level and two if the last three National Quiz Bowl competitions, most recently in 2003.

• Sophomore goaltender Al Montoya and freshman defenseman Matt Hunwick of the U-M ice hockey team helped Team USA to its first-ever gold medal at the World Junior Championship with a victory over Canada on January 5.  Montoya became the fourth U.S. goalie to win a Directorate Award as the tournament’s top goaltender.  

• The U-M women’s water polo team earned a No. 8 ranking in the National Collegiate Women’s Top 20 poll released this month.  The ranking is the highest in the history of the Michigan women’s water polo program.  The team’s highest previous ranking was No. 9, which they achieved twice in 2002.

Faculty

• A national committee co-chaired by President Mary Sue Coleman released a new report, “Insuring America’s Health: Principles and Recommendations,” on January 14.  Coleman presented the report to media, scholars, and policymakers at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C.  The report, the sixth in a series of reports on the consequences of the lack of health insurance for Americans, was issued by the Committee on the Consequences of Uninsurance appointed by the Institute of Medicine, a health advisory organization that is part of the National Academies.

• President Mary Sue Coleman was featured by “Newsweek” in their January 5 "Who's Next" issue.  Coleman was also named one of the Top 10 "2003 Newsmakers of the Year” by “Crain’s Detroit Business.”

• Timothy Slottow, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, was named to the Board of Directors of the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Michigan.  Valerie Castle, David Murray Cowie Professor of Pediatrics and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, was elected Vice Chair of the Foundation. 

• Provost Paul N. Courant selected three faculty projects to receive teaching grants from the Gilbert Whitaker Fund for the Improvement of Teaching.  The fund is designed to support collaborative faculty innovations that enhance teaching and learning in areas such as curriculum development and assessment.  Grant recipients are: Carl Hanks, Professor of Dentistry, with Nisha D’Silva, Assistant Professor of Dentistry; Timothy M. Johnson, Professor of Dermatology and Otorhinolaryngology; and Scott Paris, Professor and Chair of the Graduate Program in Psychology.

• Frank Ascione has been chosen to serve as Dean of the University of Michigan College of Pharmacy by President Mary Sue Coleman and Provost Paul N. Courant.  Ascione currently serves as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in the College.  His appointment will begin September 1.

• David R. Williams, Professor of Sociology and Senior Research Scientist, was selected as a recipient of the 2004 Decade of Behavior Research Award.  Williams was honored for his research on health issues, which has contributed to the use of social and behavioral science knowledge in policy settings and has enhanced the public understanding of behavioral and social science principles.  

• Amy Perry, Director of Nursing Clinical Information, was appointed by Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm to the Michigan Board of Nursing. Perry was selected for her strong nursing leadership and her expertise in systems analysis.  As a member of the Board, she will take part in setting the minimal standards of acceptable practices in nursing in the state, and assess penalties when those standards are not met.

• James Koopman, Professor of Epidemiology, was appointed to the National Institutes of Health study section on AIDS Clinical Studies and Epidemiology.  Koopman’s appointment will run through 2007.

• Charles Doering, Professor of Mathematics, was the recipient of the Humboldt Research Award for Senior U.S. Scientists from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.  The award is given to researchers with internationally recognized academic qualifications and honors their lifetime academic achievements.

• The Society of Manufacturing Engineers’ 2004 M. Eugene Merchant Outstanding Young Manufacturing Engineer Award was presented to Suman Das, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering.  The award was in recognition of Das’ significant achievements and leadership in the field of manufacturing engineering as a young engineer.

• Kannan Soundararajan, Associate Professor of Mathematics, was awarded this year’s Salem Prize.  The award is presented each year to a young mathematician judged to have done outstanding work in the field of interest of Raphael Salem, primarily the theory of Fourier Series.  

• Thomas Carli, Assistant Dean for Clinical Affairs in the Medical School and Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry, and Rajiv Tandon, Professor of Psychiatry, have been appointed by Governor Jennifer Granholm to the Michigan Mental Health Commission, the state’s first commission designed to recommend sweeping changes in both the delivery of service and effectiveness of Michigan’s mental health network.

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• Michigan Radio, the public radio stations of the U-M, debuted the locally produced show “Stateside,” hosted by Charity Nebbe, on January 5.  The one-hour program offers interviews, features and reports of local interest that share perspectives unique to Michigan.

• The Intramural Sports Building at the U-M will get a new weight training and fitness area under a project approved by the Board of Regents.  The 14,000-square-foot renovation will convert offices and locker rooms on the second and third floor.  The project is expected to be completed by fall 2004.

• After the best overall fall sports season in school history, the University of Michigan holds a 184-point lead in the United States Sports Academy Division I Directors’ Cup final fall standings, announced by the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics.  The Directors’ Cup, now in its 11th season, is awarded each academic year to the nation’s top overall athletics program based upon performance in up to 20 sports – 10 men’s and 10 women’s — at each school.  U-M has finished in the top 11 of the Directors’ Cup standing in each of the previous 10 seasons.

• The U-M Kellogg Eye Center is one of four eye centers in the state of Michigan to acquire cutting-edge equipment that eliminates the blade in LASIK eye surgery.  The new technology was originally developed by an interdisciplinary team of U-M scientists from the Kellogg Eye Center and the College of Engineering.  Their collaboration lead to the formation of IntraLase Corporation in Irvine, California.  The new IntraLase FS laser reduces risks and complications.

• The U-M University Library developed a Brown v. Board of Education digital archive in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the landmark Supreme Court decision.  The archive supports the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts' winter 2004 theme "Fulfilling the Promise of Brown," as well as the Ann Arbor-Ypsilanti Reads community initiative.

• The Sakai Project, a landmark venture to create open-source course management tools and related software for the higher education community was launched with a $2.4 million grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation.  Sakai’s four university partners — the University of Michigan, Indiana University, MIT and Stanford University — will contribute services worth at least an additional $4 million over the next two years.  The partners will direct the amount of their individual annual investment in IT into a single, synchronized effort under the direction of a board that will direct Sakai activities.  

Health System

• The U-M Health System is one of 30 institutions participating in a national study to determine whether Valproate, a medicine for epilepsy, migraines and bipolar disorder, could help people with Alzheimer’s disease.  The study will target 300 patients with mild to moderate Alzheimer’s who are living at home and have not yet shown signs of agitation.

• The U-M Cardiovascular Center was named one of the top centers in the nation for women’s heart care according to a ranking published by “Good Housekeeping.”  It was the only center in Michigan, and only one of 11 in the Midwest, to make the national list.  The honor roll of 44 “best of the best” centers was developed in conjunction with the company that compiles the popular “America’s Top Doctors” guide.

• In the first-ever direct comparison of robot-assisted and traditional surgery for children with heart defects, U-M surgeons from the Congenital Heart Center reported that the robots help reduce patients’ recuperation time and surgery-related trauma and scarring.   The results were presented at the annual meeting of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, as part of a workshop for surgeons on robot-assisted options for young patients.   The Center is one of the world’s top facilities for the diagnosis and treatment of heart and vascular disorders that arise during fetal development or childhood.

Events and Awards

• Hill Auditorium, a cultural icon for the University and the Ann Arbor community, reopened after a $40 million, 20-month renovation, the first major upgrade since 1949.  The restored hall offers the best of the old and new: the revival of the lovely arts and crafts period interior, the addition of a new 4,500 square-foot lobby and concession area on the lower level and a range of amenities to enhance the experience for audiences and performers.  Hill is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a significant structure in the Central Campus Historic District.  

• The winter term theme semester, commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Brown v Board of Education decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, began with remarks and a student forum with the Brown sisters, whose father filed the original lawsuit in that landmark case.  Theme semester events include academic courses; a film series; provost symposium for faculty; and appearances by Ernest Green, one of the Little Rock Nine who, with others of his generation, helped integrate Southern schools in the 1950s; and Spelman College President and U-M alumna Dr. Beverly Tatum, author of “Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other Conversations about Race,” which was chosen for the 2004 Ann Arbor-Ypsilanti Reads and for a similar community initiative in Detroit.  Webcasts of several of the Brown v BOE commemorative events can be accessed online at: 
HYPERLINK "http://www.umich.edu/~urel/brown50/"

http://www.umich.edu/brown50/

• The 2004 MLK Symposium, “Still Separate? Still Unequal? Brown v. the Board of Education, 50 Years Later,” keynote speaker was Bennett Boskey Professor of Law Lani Guinier, the first tenured Black female professor at Harvard Law School.  Guinier discussed the role of race and poverty as interdependent variables in the fight for equality.  MLK Symposium events continued through February 12, including lectures, panel discussions, and film screenings.  
• A multimedia exhibit inspired by the U.S. Supreme Court decisions on the University’s admissions polices brought to life the long history of diversity dating back more than a century.  The exhibit, “U-M’s Case for Diversity,” was mounted at the Media Union Gallery on North Campus.  Three walls of the room-sized display were covered with historic photos, timelines, projected quotes from amicus briefs, “Michigan Daily” headlines, audio tapes of the Supreme Court oral arguments, editorial cartoons and courtroom sketches.  The images captured by U-M Photo Services photographer Marcia Ledford formed the central core of the exhibit.  The “U-M’s Case for Diversity” was installed at the Media Union Gallery January 13–30 and February 9–20.

• The master of architecture program in the A. Alfred Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning placed seventh overall in the 2004 DesignIntelligence poll, which tracks how well the nation’s architecture schools prepare students for professional practice.  U-M moved up from eighth place in last year’s poll to tie with the University of Pennsylvania.  The survey polled more than 1,100 architecture firms and asked people responsible for the hiring and performance of architectural staff to examine their hiring during the past five years and identify institutions that produce graduates most prepared for real-world experience.

• The Michigan Union celebrated its 100th anniversary this month with several activities, including reminiscences from alumni and the opening of an exhibit honoring the Michigan Union Opera.  The Union permanently installed a historic first-floor exhibit featuring programs, scores and photos, etc. of MUO productions.  The Michigan Union Opera entertained audiences from 1908 to 1955 and raised over $125,000 for the Union between 1908 and 1926, contributing much-needed financial assistance in building what was then known as the "Million Dollar Clubhouse."

• The Michigan League celebrates its 75th anniversary this year.  The League is the only facility of its type to be built on a co-educational campus for the specific purpose of supporting college women and their activities.  Although the League is no longer exclusively the center of women's activities on campus, it continues to functions as a major activity center for students, faculty, staff, alumni and community.

• The Detroit Observatory, the U-M’s oldest academic building, marks its sesquicentennial this year.  The Observatory, now a museum and historical site, was a focal point in the 19th century for the U-M’s emphasis on the sciences.  A public celebration is planned for May 2004.

