February 2004 Highlights

Students

• Nursing sophomore Ayoko Ohata has been named a Minority International Research Training (MIRT) Fellow in the U-M Center for Human Growth and Development.  The NIH-funded MIRT program, which sends historically underrepresented minorities overseas to research biomedical and behavioral science topics, was established in the Center in 1993.  Ohata will spend 12 weeks in China on a research project dealing with self-regulation and child development.

• Law School student Lisa Blackburn won the Sixth Annual Entertainment Law Initiative Essay Competition, sponsored by the Grammy Foundation and the American Bar Association.  Blackburn presented her essay, “Title Blanding: How the Lanham Act Strips Artistic Expression from Song Titles,” at the Entertainment Law Initiative Luncheon in Los Angeles.  She also received a $5,000 scholarship and attended the Grammy Awards ceremony.

• Business School MBA student Laura Whitridge won first place in the fourth annual Entrepreneurship National Case-Writing Competition at Wake Forest University.  Whitridge presented a case on “TAL Materials Manufactured to Order Mixed-Metal Oxides.” In addition to her first place award, she also earned $2,000 in developing the case as part of the Institute’s Entrepreneurial Case Writing Program.  

• ArtRide, a collaborative effort of the Ann Arbor Transit Authority (AATA), the Ann Arbor Arts Alliance and the U-M Arts at Michigan Program, selected eight U-M students to create art to be featured on posters inside AATA buses, at the Blake Transit Center in downtown Ann Arbor, and on the AATA’s web site.  The selected students are: Tricia Burmeister, Robert Esmundo, Katherine Green, Jeff Gurwin, Chamira Jones, Hayley Rohn, Nicole Roux and Catherine Weatherly. 

• A team of students from the Department of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering won the 2003 International Student Offshore Design Competition.  The students’ winning entry was a drill boat called “Design Report DRILLSHIP Nereus.” The competition encourages naval architecture and oceanographic engineering students to explore the career possibilities and challenges that face the offshore sector.  

• “Elsewhere,” a new artists’ collaborative based in an old thrift store in Greensboro, NC, hosted 11 U-M students for a work-study program on spring break.  The students helped turn a vacant building into an artistic public space using vintage books, toys and paintings.  This was just one of dozens of Alternative Speak Break initiatives in 2004.  Over 700 U-M students spent their break volunteering all over the United States and Central America.    

• To raise funds for Mott Children’s Hospital, more than 150 U-M varsity student-athletes showcased their artistic creativity during Mock Rock, a lip-sync competition among Wolverine athletes, at the Mendelssohn Theater.  Doug Karsch, radio talk-show host with WXYT in Detroit, served as the emcee.  Student-athletes from ice hockey, men’s gymnastics, volleyball, men’s track and field, field hockey, water polo, wrestling, men’s swimming and diving, men’s and women’s tennis, men’s golf, baseball, men’s rowing, the Marching Band, cheerleaders and dance team competed at the event.  

• Two members of the U-M women’s soccer team were honored by “Soccer Buzz Magazine” with 2003 postseason awards.  Senior forward Stephanie Chavez was selected to the All-Great Lakes Region third team and freshman goalkeeper Megan Tuura was named to the Great Lakes Region All-Freshman team.  “Soccer Buzz” is an online magazine dedicated to women’s collegiate soccer; its yearly awards honor the best in women’s college soccer on both the national and regional levels.

• Former U-M varsity football stand-outs Tom Brady and Ty Law led the New England Patriots franchise to its second Vince Lombardi Trophy in three years.  Alumnus Tom Brady won the Pete Rozelle Super Bowl Most Valuable Player Award for the second time in his professional football career.

• Sophomore Nick Willis, a member of the U-M men’s track and field team, was named the Big Ten Conference Athlete of the Week in recognition of his record-breaking performance at the Adidas Boston Indoor Games.  Willis is the first U-M men’s track and field athlete to earn Big Ten honors this season.  

• The University of Michigan women's swimming and diving team captured their 14th conference title, winning the 2004 Big Ten Championships at the University Aquatic Center. Junior Amy McCullough was the main catalyst in U-M's victory, claiming her first career Big Ten title in the 100-yard freestyle before swimming the anchor leg on the winning relay team.

• University of Michigan sophomore Justin Laury was named Big Ten Conference male co-Gymnast of the Week.  This is the first time Laury has won the award and the first for a Michigan male gymnast this season.

• The U-M Athletic Department and the Letterwinners “M” Club inducted 10 former student-athletes into the Michigan Athletic Department Hall of Honor on Feb. 7.  Established in 1978, the Hall of Honor recognizes student-athletes, coaches and administrators who have made significant contributions to the Department of Athletics.  This year’s class includes: Jim Abbott (baseball); Sue Frederick-Foster (cross country, track and field); J. David Gillanders (swimming); Jarrett Hubbard (wrestling); Reggie McKenzie (football); Vicki Morrow (softball); Chuck Ortmann (football); Allen Wahl (football); Robert White (ice hockey); and Henry Wilmore (basketball).  
Faculty/Staff

• Pending approval by the Board of Regents, Laurita Thomas has been named Associate Vice President and Chief Human Resource Officer for the University of Michigan. Thomas, currently the Administrator of Human Resources and Director of Allied Health Education in the U-M Health System, will begin her new duties on April 1.  As chief human resource officer, Thomas will be responsible for activities and programs in recruitment and retention, benefits, employee relations, training and development, and employee assistance.

• Pending approval from the Board of Regents, Margaret “Peggy” Norgren has been appointed Associate Vice President for Finance, effective March 1. She currently serves as Assistant Dean for Operations in LS&A.  In her new role, Norgren will lead and manage a complex organization responsible for the central aspects of the University’s financial management, control and reporting functions, including financial operations, financial analysis, treasury and financial information systems.  Norgren will also provide leadership to the procurement and auxiliary services functions.  

• The U-M Medical School has selected David Fink as the first Robert Brear Professor of Neurology and new Chair of the U-M Medical School’s Department of Neurology.  Fink — currently University of Pittsburgh Professor of Neurology, Vice Chair for Veterans Administration in the Department of Neurology, Chief of the Neurology Service at the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System and Director of the Geriatric Research Education and Clinical Center — begins his appointment March 1.  His research focuses on the development of gene therapy for diseases of the nervous system.

• Five University of Michigan faculty members have been named to the Arthur F. Thurnau Professorship, which recognizes outstanding contributions to undergraduate education.  The honorees are William Gehring, Associate Professor of Psychology; J. Wayne Jones, Professor of Materials and Metallurgical Engineering; Elizabeth Moje, Associate Professor of Education; Scott Moore, Associate Professor of Computer and Information Systems; and Robert Owen, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education and Professor of Marine Geochemistry.  The Thurnau Professorships, named after Arthur F. Thurnau, a U-M student in 1902–1904, are supported by the Thurnau Charitable Trust established through his will.  Thurnau Professors receive a $20,000 grant to support their teaching activities.
• Freda Herseth, opera singer and Associate Professor of Music and Voice, helps patients learn proper breathing, breath support through posture, and proper pitch to preserve and protect their voices at the Vocal Health Clinic in Livonia, Michigan.  The Clinic, which is part of the U-M Health System, treats patients who have vocal problems such as chronic hoarseness and poor vocal endurance. 

• Ovide F. Pomerleau, Professor of Psychology in Psychiatry and Director of the Behavioral Medicine Program, has won the 2004 Ove Ferno Award for Clinical Research for innovative research on nicotine and tobacco.  The award, given every three years, acknowledges groundbreaking conceptual and scientific contributions to the field of tobacco and nicotine research. 

• Edward A. Parson, Professor of Law and Associate Professor in the School of Natural Resources and Environment, has won the International Studies Association’s Harold and Margaret Sprout Award for best book of the year on an environmental topic: “Protecting the Ozone Layer: Science and Strategy.” 

• Michigan Campus Compact honored Janice Paul, Assistant Professor of Art and Academic Program Director in the School of Art and Design, for her efforts in community service learning.  Michigan Campus Compact is a state nonprofit organization that promotes civic involvement by college students.  Some of her outreach initiatives include a Prisoner Creative Arts Project and annual exhibit at U-M, and instituting a community-based project for all juniors in the School of Art and Design.

• Lorna Goodison, Associate Professor of English Language and Literature and Associate Professor of Afroamerican and African Studies, was the recipient of the Musgrave Gold Medal from the Institute of Jamaica.  First awarded in 1897, the Musgrave Award is the oldest award for excellence in the arts, music and public service in the Western Hemisphere, and is awarded annually to individuals whose contribution to Jamaica’s heritage and science has proven instrumental in the development of the Jamaican legacy.  

• Mei-yu Yu, Director of the Healthy Asian Americans Project and Associate Research Scientist in the School of Nursing, was the recipient of a grant from the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation to conduct the project "Increasing Early Breast and Cervical Cancer Detection through Lay Health Advisor Interventions."
• Psychology Professor Stanley Berent has been elected Chair of the Senate Advisory Committee on University Affairs, the liaison between faculty and central administration.  Berent begins his term May 1.

• Franco Nori, Associate Professor of Physics, has been named a Fellow of the Institute of Physics (IOP) of the United Kingdom, in recognition of his high level of achievement in physics and outstanding contribution to the profession.
• Yoram Koren, Paul G. Goebel Professor of Engineering and Professor of Mechanical Engineering, was elected to the National Academy of Engineering for his contributions to science, education, and practice of manufacturing through innovations in reconfigurable manufacturing systems, robotics, and manufacturing system control.  Election to the Academy is among the highest professional distinctions accorded to an engineer.  

• Andrezj Nowak, Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, has been named a Fellow of the International Association for Bridge and Structural Engineering, a major international organization for structural engineers based in Zurich, Switzerland.  

• Edmund Durfee and Dan Koditschek, Professors of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science (EECS), have been named Fellows of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.  EECS Professor H.V. Jagadish has been named a Fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery.

• Nilton Renno, Associate Professor of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences (AOSS), is a member of the Entry, Descent and Landing Science Advisory Board that is working with NASA to help put the fleet of Mars rovers safely on the planet’s red surface. AOSS Professor Sushil Atreya also has a hand in the current Mars exploration as a Scientific Adviser for the Mars Express, a craft associated with the European Space Agency’s Beagle 2 rover.  

• Farnam Jahanian, Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science and Founder and Chair of Arbor Networks, has been appointed to the Ann Arbor IT Zone Board of Directors.  There are a total of 16 members of the Board, each serving two-year terms.  The 4-year-old nonprofit IT Zone was created to support and promote local information technology companies and related industries.  
• Richard Hackel, Supervisor of Ophthalmic Photography at the Kellogg Eye Center, won "Best In Show" in the Ophthalmic Photographers' Society competition at the American Academy of Ophthalmology's annual meeting.

• Catherine Downs, Genetic Counselor at the Kellogg Eye Center, has been awarded a Jane Engelberh Memorial Fellowship from the National Society of Genetic Counselors. The one-year grant is for "Promoting Communication and Trust in Multicultural Genetic Counseling: Working with Interpreters."

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy received a $5 million gift from Joan and Sanford Weill and the Weill Family Foundation, in support of the construction of a new building to house the school.  Upon Regents’ approval, the 80,000-square-foot building, which will sit on the northeast corner of Hill and State streets, will be called the Joan and Sanford Weill Hall.  The new facility will feature classrooms, a library, research centers, a computer laboratory, faculty offices, and public spaces for conferences and lectures.

• The University Library has entered into a consortium with the Korea Foundation and several North American universities that will bring $20,000 to the Library each year for three years to build specific areas of Korean interest.  U-M’s areas of interest within the consortium are the auto industry; historiography; Koreans in Japan; Korean Unification; immigration and emigration; labor relations; human rights and student movements.  Other consortium universities are: the University of Chicago; Columbia University; Harvard University; University of California, Berkeley; University of California, Los Angeles; University of Hawaii; University of Southern California; University of Toronto and University of Washington.

• The Terminus Project, a joint effort between the U-M Center for Afroamerican and African Studies and the Adrian College Sojourner Truth Technical Training Center, is working to create a digital archive on the state of Michigan’s role in the Underground Railroad.  The new digital archive will be located on the U-M’s web site.  The name of the project connotes Michigan’s role as the northern end, or terminus, of a major artery in the Underground Railroad, the pre-Civil War network of homes and businesses that sheltered runaway slaves as they journeyed to freedom.

• U-M’s recycling program continues at Michigan Stadium.  More than 16 tons of containers and 13 tons of cardboard and paper were reclaimed from the waste stream after U-M’s seven home football games in 2003.  Tracy Artley, Recycling Coordinator at U-M, oversaw the game-day collection efforts by U-M staff along with student volunteers from the Huron High School National Honor Society.  The total amount of materials recycled from Michigan’s home football games are estimated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to save 230 trees and 95,000 gallons of water.  

• The Michigan Health and Safety Coalition awarded its highest ranking to the U-M Health System (UMHS) in all eight categories of treatment evaluated.  UMHS ratings exceeded the tough recommendations set forth in the Coalition’s guidelines in every category, including open heart surgery; percutaneous coronary interventions (angioplasty and other ways of opening clogged blood vessels near the heart); abdominal aortic aneurysm repair (to strengthen weakened areas in the largest blood vessel); carotid endarterectomy surgery (to clear blockages in blood vessels in the neck); esophagectomy surgery for cancer (to remove cancerous areas of the esophagus); treatment of low-birthweight infants (who weigh less than three pounds at birth); treatment of infants with congenital abnormalities; and intensive care physician staffing.

Events and Awards

• President Mary Sue Coleman invited more than 300 University executive officers, deans, faculty, staff and students to discuss the campus climate during a daylong Diversity Summit on Feb. 11. As the first event of this kind, the summit used small-group discussions to foster the exchange of ideas among all ranks of faculty, students and staff.  Senior Vice Provost Lester Monts, the president's senior counselor for the arts, diversity and undergraduate affairs, coordinated the planning of the event with a program committee consisting of members of the Diversity Council, deans and executive officers. 

• The Count Basie Orchestra celebrated its centennial anniversary at the School of Music Jazz Festival.  Educational activities took place throughout the U-M campus and included the adjudication of high school and collegiate jazz big bands, a jazz combo workshop; trumpet, drum, trombone, saxophone, guitar, vocal, piano and bass master classes; and a lecture series titled, “Count Basie at the Piano.”

• Michigan Radio, the public radio stations of the University of Michigan, has been named 2004 Public Station of the Year and selected for five 2004 Broadcast Excellence Awards by the Michigan Association of Broadcasters.  Michigan Radio's awards were received in the following categories: 

* Best mini-documentary/series: "Whose Democracy Is It?" — Michael Leland, "Arab Americans: Democracy in a New Land"; Kaomi Goetz, "The Influence of Immigrants"; Tracy Samilton, "The Next Generation: Democracy on Campus"; Bill Poorman, "Driving Political Influence"; and Tamar Charney, "Small Stuff Democracy" 

* Merit award in hard news: Bill Poorman for his stories on the United Auto Workers' contract talks

* Best feature/use of medium: Tamar Charney for her feature "Lighthouse Reflections: What They Mean to Us" 

* Merit award in feature/use of sound: Great Lakes Radio Consortium's Lester Graham for his "Apples Alone not Enough for Many Orchard Owners" 

* Best news special: Todd Mundt, Tamar Charney, Rebecca Williams, Naryiri Bardakjian and Jon Hoban for their University of Michigan/Michigan State University call-in show on the budget crisis in higher education. 

Michigan Radio stations are WUOM 91.7 FM in Ann Arbor, WVGR 104.1 FM in Grand Rapids, and WFUM 91.1 FM in Flint.

• U-M’s Electronic Music Studio celebrated its 40th anniversary this month with a mini-festival of new digital music at Rackham Auditorium.  The program, presented on an eight-channel surround-sound system, featured ambient soundscapes and experimental remixes; they also included video and dance from U-M students and faculty and performances by guest composer Mark Applebaum.  Greg Wilson, founder of the studio, opened the festival with a pre-concert talk.  

