March 2004 Highlights

Students

• U.S. Senate leaders recognized the U-M for producing a strong class of Peace Corps volunteers in 2003.  Eighty-six Michigan alumni joined the Peace Corps last year, making U-M fifth in the nation.  In October 1960, on the steps of the Michigan Union, presidential candidate John F. Kennedy called for the creation of the Peace Corps, a program enabling college graduates to serve their nation while promoting the broader purpose of international peace and understanding.

• 1,900 Ann Arbor area elementary school students gathered in Crisler Arena for the sixth annual K-grams Kids-Fair, titled “The Human Body: A Head to Toe Adventure.”  K-grams, a learning and mentoring U-M student initiative founded in 1998, pairs U-M students with elementary students through a variety of programs, including monthly pen pal exchanges, weekly mentoring and reading sessions, classroom visits and the annual Kids-Fair.  Over 1,000 University students participated in this year’s Kids-Fair, including members of K-grams and representatives from 95 groups on campus.  Student organizations from U-M set up displays and each elementary school made the rounds from booth to booth.  

• The University of Michigan Law School team won the Central Regional Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition held at Valparaiso Law School in Indiana.  The victory marks the fourth consecutive year that the U-M Law School team has won a slot to compete at the international championship.  Fourteen schools competed on the regional level and only eight U.S. law schools will participate in the international competition including teams representing 70 countries.  U-M’s 2004 Jessup team consists of four speakers, all first-year students, including Joe Ashby, Sarah Bender-Nash, Josh Deal, and Adam Wolfson; Scott Risner, also a first-year student, trained as the alternate.  The team was coached by third-year law student Anthony Gill and 2003 law alumnus Francis Franze, who participated during his second and third years of law school. 

• Four players from U-M’s men’s basketball team were honored with Big Ten Conference Awards.  Senior Bernard Robinson and sophomore Lester Abram were named to the All-Big Ten third team by the Big Ten coaches and media.  Freshman Courtney Sims and Dion Harris were selected to the Big Ten All Freshman team by the Big Ten Coaches.  

• Sophomore Peter Vanderkaay earned his first NCAA title and paced the U-M men's swimming and diving team to sixth place at the 81st annual NCAA Championships held in the Nassau County Aquatic Center in Long Island, New York.  Vanderkaay was the top finisher in the 400-meter freestyle as he clocked in with the world's fourth-fastest time this season, 3:40.78.

• The U-M men's track and field team ran the fastest indoor distance medley relay in history to set a new collegiate record at the NCAA Indoor Championships on March 12.  With 10 points from the first-place victory, the Wolverines tied for seventh place after the first day of competition at the Randal Tyson Track Center at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville.   The team, which included juniors Nate Brannen and DarNell Talbert and sophomores Andrew Ellerton and Nick Willis, came in with a time of 9:27.77, shaving 1.16 seconds from the previous record (9:28.83) set by Stanford in 2000.

Faculty/Staff

• Pending approval by the Board of Regents, Philip Hanlon has been appointed Associate Provost for Academic and Budgetary Affairs, effective July 1.  Hanlon currently serves as Associate Dean for Planning and Finance in LS&A. He is the Donald J. Lewis Collegiate Professor of Mathematics and Professor of Mathematics with tenure in the College. His research interests focus on algebraic combinatorics, discrete probability, bioinformatics and theoretical computer science. Hanlon will be the direct liaison to deans and directors in many areas of academic and budgetary affairs.

• Pending approval by the Board of Regents, Carole Henry has been appointed Director of University Housing and Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs, effective June 1.  Henry is currently Executive Director for Housing and Food Services at the University of Connecticut.  In her new role, she will oversee the sixth-largest campus housing system and third-largest family housing operation in the United States. 

• The Sidney Kimmel Foundation for Cancer Research has named Assistant Professor of Pathology David Ferguson one of their fifteen new Kimmel Scholars.  Each Kimmel Scholar receives a $20,000 grant over a two-year period.  Since 1997, 100 Kimmel Scholars have hailed from 52 institutions across the United States including Harvard Medical School/Dana Farber Cancer Institute; Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine/Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center; The Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at Thomas Jefferson University; and Duke University Medical Center, as well as U-M.  

• Three members of the University community have been honored by the Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the United States for organizing the fall 2003 theme semester/festival, “Celebrating St. Petersburg: 300 Years of Cultural Brilliance.”  James Steward, Director of the Museum of Art; Kenneth Fischer, President of University Musical Society; and Barbara Anderson, Director of the Center for Russian and East European Studies, received medals from His Excellency Yuri V. Ushakov. The formal awards ceremony, honoring those who have made significant contributions to Russian history and culture in commemoration of St. Petersburg's 300th anniversary, took place March 23 at the Russian Embassy in Washington, D.C. 

• Two School of Music faculty members and a graduate student instructor (GSI) were honored by the American Academy of Arts and Letters with 2004 music awards.  Susan Botti, Assistant Professor of Composition, received a Goddard Lieberson Fellowship, a $15,000 award given to mid-career composers of exceptional gifts.  Kristin Kuster, Adjunct Lecturer of Composition, Theory and Performing Arts Technology, received a $15,000 Charles Ives Fellowship, given to composers in mid-career.  GSI Jeff Myers was awarded a $7,500 Charles Ives Scholarship, given to composition students of great promise.
• Paula Allen-Meares, Dean and Norma Radin Collegiate Professor of Social Work, has been selected as a recipient of the University at Buffalo Alumni/SUNY Association Distinguished Alumni Award.  The award is given in recognition of exceptional career accomplishments, community or University service, or research and scholarly activity, and recognizes achievement in the arts, sciences, professions and community service.

• Thomas Princen, Associate Professor of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy, has been named an Aldo Leopold Leadership Fellow for 2004.  The fellowships, awarded by the national, not-for-profit Aldo Leopold Leadership Program, provide environmental scientists with intensive communications and leadership training to help them communicate scientific information effectively to non-scientific audiences, especially policymakers, the media, business leaders and the public.

• Professor Jun Ni has been elected as a Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.  Ni, a world renowned scholar in manufacturing research and education, also serves as Director of Laboratories in the Department of Mechanical Engineering; Director of the S.M. Wu Manufacturing Research Center; Deputy Director, NSF Engineering Research Center for Reconfigurable Manufacturing Systems; and Co-Director, NSF Industry/University Cooperative Research Center for Intelligent e-Maintenance Systems.  Additionally, he holds several academic postings in China as well as the Specially Endowed Chair Professorship of the Ministry of Education.

• The American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) Board of Directors has selected Gordon Amidon, the Charles R. Walgreen Jr. Professor of Pharmacy and Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences, recipient of the 2004 AACP Volwiler Research Achievement Award.  The Association's premier research award, the Volwiler has been given since 1977 to recognize outstanding research conducted by a pharmaceutical scientist/educator, based on research productivity and exceptional sustained service to the pharmaceutical sciences as a whole.  Amidon is the 28th recipient of the award.
• Three University of Michigan faculty members received the Henry Russel Award, one of the highest honors the University bestows upon junior faculty members.  The 2004 Russel Award winners are Todd Austin, Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science; Brian Conrad, Associate Professor of Mathematics; and Lorna Goodison, Associate Professor of English Language and Literature and Associate Professor of Afroamerican and African Studies.  Maris Vinovskis, Bentley Professor of History and a Professor in the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and Research Professor with the Center for Political Studies was this year’s Henry Russel Lecturer. 

• Alene Blomquist, Clinical Social Worker in the Turner Geriatrics Center, together with the volunteers of the Elder Life Program received the U-M Health System's 2004 Volunteer Services Distinguished Service Award for staff.  The award recognizes staff who provide outstanding supervision and support of volunteers.  The Elder Life Program, a prevention project piloted at U-M Hospital, provides 20 or more volunteers to offer stimulating activities, early mobilization, nutrition support, and relaxation interventions for frail, elderly patients at risk for developing delirium during their hospital stay.  Blomquist recruits, trains, supervises, and supports the Elder Life volunteers.

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• U-M alumnus Roy H. Roberts has donated $2 million to help renovate a dental school clinic that will be named in his honor.  The Dr. Roy H. Roberts Preclinical Laboratory at the School of Dentistry will include 110 new work stations with video monitors that will allow students to watch instructors demonstrate procedures using computers, the Internet, slides, cameras, or scanners. 

• The U-M has received two gifts totaling $4.5 million from the J. Ira and Nicki Harris Family Foundation to support the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and the Athletic Department.  The $2 million gift to the Ford School is an endowment to create the J. Ira and Nicki Harris Family Professor of Public Policy.  The first appointee to the chair is James A. Levinsohn – Ford School Associate Dean, Professor of Economics, Professor of Public Policy and Faculty Associate in the Population Studies Center – whose areas of interest include trade policy and the international impact of business competition.  An earlier $2.5 million gift to the U-M Athletics Department helped build the J. Ira and Nicki Harris Family Football Locker Room, which provides improved medical facilities, a coaches’ suite, and an updated locker room for the 116 players.  

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have awarded the U-M $851,465 as part of a new $4.2 million, five-year study to look at outcomes of diabetes care within managed care settings.  The study is one of the largest diabetes projects in the country.  The Centers first funded the project in 1998 to assess the quality of diabetes care and identify the factors that affect outcomes. 

• The Center for the Education of Women (CEW) has been awarded the 2004 American Council on Education (ACE) Network Award for the Advancement of Women in Higher Education.  The annual award recognizes an innovative and visionary program sponsored by a state ACE Network or by a college or university.  Among CEW's key leadership development programs are the Women of Color in the Academy Project; the Junior Women Faculty Network; the Michigan Women's Leadership Project: Leadership for Social Change; the Women of Color Task Force; the New Millennium Leaders Series; and the Graduate Women's Leadership Seminars.

• U-M placed among the top 10 institutions awarded the most patents in 2003.  The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ranking puts U-M at No. 8 in the country with 63 patents awarded last year. This is the first time U-M has made the top 10 on this list.  The 2003 U-M patents were issued for projects including collapse-resistant frame structure with autoadaptive response characteristics; phased array ultrasound system and method for cardiac ablation; non-toxic antimicrobial compositions and methods of use; pharmaceutical composition and uses of water-soluble, high-viscosity grade cellulose ethers; surgical knife for cataract surgery; and reconfigurable optical part measurement system.

• Four U-M Health System sites have received the 2003 Governor's Award of Excellence for Improving Preventive Care in the Ambulatory Care Setting.  Briarwood Family Practice, Brighton Health Center, Chelsea Family Practice and Ypsilanti Family Medicine were recognized for their commitment to providing excellent care.  The award honors success in three areas: annual mammograms for women over 50; adult immunizations against influenza and pneumococcal pneumonia in chronically ill patients over 65; and diabetes care, which includes annual dilated eye exams, foot exams, lipid profiles, and HbA1c testing to determine blood glucose levels.  Based on measures set by the Michigan Peer Review Organization and the Governor's office, the award program challenges Michigan health providers to enhance their commitment to improving preventive measures of care.

• The U-M Department of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery received the inaugural Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Hospital Award from the Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  The Health System’s childhood hearing program was recognized for its commitment to early screenings and its dedication to providing follow-up services for babies and parents.   

• The U-M School of Music Department of Dance received one of thirty-five National College Choreography Initiative awards from Dance America and the NEA to help re-stage Alonzo King’s “Shostakovich.”  The work was premiered as part of the University Dance Company’s annual concert, this year entitled “Dances for Petersburg,” at the Ann Arbor Power Center for the Performing Arts.  The University of Michigan Dance Department is one of only eight institutions to receive this honor.

Events and Awards

• U-M has been named an Energy Star Partner of the Year by the Environmental Protection Agency.  U-M was the only college/university to receive the award for reducing greenhouse gas emissions through energy management practices.  The University has retrofitted lights in 123 campus buildings and upgraded other energy-consuming systems for better efficiency.  The award is given every year to a variety of organizations that try to use energy more efficiently; winners are selected from more than 7,000 participating organizations.

• An original copy of the Declaration of Independence was on display at the Michigan League during a one-day college tour stop.  Declare Yourself Campaign, a national nonpartisan organization focused on young voter empowerment, brought the historic document as part of its 18-city national college campus tour.

• The U-M Physics Department honored pioneering African Americans in physics at the symposium, “A Celebration of Pioneering African Americans in Physics: From Imes to Moore at the University of Michigan.”  The Symposium honored two prominent U-M alumni: Elmer Samuel Imes and Willie Hobbs Moore.  Imes was the second African American to earn a doctorate in physics in the United Stated in 1918, and the first to make a significant research contribution.  His thesis research was a pioneering work on the infrared spectroscopy of diatomic molecules.  Moore was the first African American woman to receive a doctorate in physics in the United States, which she accomplished in 1972.  Her thesis research solved important problems in the vibrational analysis of macromolecules.  Moore was also the first African American woman to receive B.S.E. and M.S.E. degrees at the U-M College of Engineering in 1957 and 1959, respectively.

• The University of Michigan has been named the sole recipient of the new NASA BioScience and Engineering Institute Award.  The $6.4 million interdisciplinary award spans a five-year period and will allow researchers to develop a new generation of space bioengineers by identifying the technologies of the future.  Participating U-M research units include: Chemistry, Chemical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Materials Science and Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, the Medical School, the Dental School, the School of Public Health, and the Division of Kinesiology.   

