MAY 2004 HIGHLIGHTS

Students

• The United States Army has selected five recommendations from students in the School of Information to help them improve their public information website, a portal for news about the Service for soldiers’ families, the media, and the public.  In the process of working with a private consulting firm to revamp its site last fall, the Army heard from a group of U-M students who wanted to adopt the Army’s website as their information architecture course project.  Graduate student Whitney Ross, an Army captain, was the group’s liaison to the Army webmaster and civilian consultants.  Ross and her team members Joanna Markel, Marla Gómez, Anthony Abernathy, and Nicholas Johnson worked on the project from September through December, and the Army implemented their suggestions in a March 2004 rollout of the new site.
• The U.S. Department of Energy and General Motors has selected the participants in a new initiative to challenge engineering students across North America to explore advanced technologies that will reduce the environmental impact of vehicles while maintaining utility and performance.  “CHALLENGE X: Crossover to Sustainable Mobility” is a three-year competition that will introduce students to leading-edge automotive propulsion, fuels, materials, and emissions-control technologies.  The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and Dearborn campuses, was one of seventeen North American universities selected to participate in the competition.  

•A team of four U-M students in the College of Engineering has discovered that waste grease produced in campus cafeterias can be used to make biodiesel fuel for U-M buses.  Graduate students Lisa Colosi and Andres Clarens led the course project in environmental sustainability.  The student team demonstrated that it is economically and technically feasible to harvest the gallons of waste grease produced in the 10 campus dining halls to make an effective biodiesel fuel, which they produced in the lab and successfully tested out on a small U-M tractor.

• The 2004 Tony Award Nominations, which honor the best of Broadway each year, included six U-M graduates from the Musical Theater Department.  Two graduates were nominated for performing, two for producing, one for writing, and one for directing.  The awards will be presented June 6.  Hunter Foster, a 1992 graduate starring in the Broadway revival of “Little Shop of Horrors,” received a nomination for Best Performance by a Leading Actor in a Musical.  “Avenue Q,” co-created by 1993 graduate Jeff Marx and co-produced by 1986 graduate Jeffrey Seller, was nominated for six Tony’s, including Best Musical.  Marx was nominated for Best Original Score for “Avenue Q” and Seller for producing the same show.  Margo Martindale, a 1974 graduate, was nominated for her role as Big Mama in Tennessee Williams’ “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” a role she first played as a U-M student, Jack O’Brien for directing Henry IV, and Matthew Rego for producing “Wicked.”

• The U-M chapter of the student business organization, College Delta Epsilon Chi, known as DECA or DEX, won its third international DECA Quiz Bowl championship in April.  The Michigan team, which has dominated the Quiz Bowl event since the chapter was founded four years ago, also won in 2001 and 2003.  DEX is a professional development business club open to all majors but most members are pre-business or Business School students.  The first-place Quiz Bowl team consisted of Manda Lai, Jamie Domeier and Ted Elnekaveh.

• Three students from the U-M Business School will represent the United States against 25 global teams in the international finals of the L'Oréal Marketing Award competition on June 9 in Paris.  “The Muses” team — composed of undergraduate business students Rebecca Paroby, Jaclyn Podor and Jennifer Trepeck — took top honors at the U.S. national finals April 28 in New York City.  The L'Oréal Marketing Award, now in its 12th year, is an international competition that gives student participants the opportunity to become a brand manager for L'Oréal.  In Paris, the 26 worldwide national finalists will vie for the top prize: a trip to three major artistic capitals, chosen by the winning trio from a list of 14 recognized as leading centers of creativity.

• Choon-Peng Ng has been recognized by his peers as the outstanding student leader in the U-M Business School's MBA class of 2004.  He is the first student from Singapore to receive the MBA Frank S. Moran Leadership Award, which was presented to him during the Business School's commencement ceremony on April 30.  While at Michigan, Choon-Peng co-chaired both the Business School's Asian Business Conference and the Healthcare Forum, served as president of Coram Deo (Christian business students), and represented the school at the World MBA Rugby Tournament.

• The U-M Athletic Department announced the Wolverines field hockey and wrestling teams as the winners of the 2004 Rachael Townsend Community Service Award.  The award, given to the team that participates in the most community service events, is named in honor of the late Rachel Geisthardt-Townsend, a four-year letter winner as a goalkeeper for the U-M field hockey team from 1992–1995.  The Wolverine field hockey athletes totaled more than 100 hours of service work at local schools and more than 100 hours visiting C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital.  The wrestling team totaled more than 400 hours volunteering at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital and has made numerous visits to elementary schools in conjunction with Michigan Student Athletes Helping to Achieve Reading Excellence.  This is the first time the field hockey team was won the award and the second consecutive year the wrestlers captured the most community service hours.  

• University of Michigan sophomore Andrew Ellerton was recognized by the United States Track Coaches Association, receiving NCAA Division I Male Athlete of the Week honors for his standout performance at the Len Paddock Invitational.  Ellerton, who was also selected as the Big Ten Athlete of the Week, broke the Ferry Field record in the 800-meter run and recorded the nation’s second fastest time in the event this season.  

• The Olympic Club of San Francisco announced that U-M junior goalkeeper Betsey Armstrong has been named a finalist for the Peter J. Cutino Award, given annually to an outstanding male and female collegiate water polo player.  The Cutino Award is named in honor of the former University of California-Berkeley and Olympic Club coach, who was named Coach of the Year 17 times and also coached at the Olympic Games, the Pan-American Games, the World Championships, and the World University Games.

Faculty and Staff

• Jerry Blackstone was named the permanent Music Director and Conductor of the University Musical Society (UMS) Choral Union.  Blackstone, who served as Interim Director, is the Director of Choirs and Chair of the Conducting Department at the U-M School of Music, where he conducts the Chamber Choir, teaches conducting at the graduate and undergraduate levels and administers a choral program of 11 choirs.  The UMS Choral Union is a community/university chorus that frequently appears with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and presents yearly performances of Handel’s Messiah and other major works for chorus and orchestra.  

• Former Interim U-M President B. Joseph White is one of four new members of the Life Sciences Institute faculty.  White, who also is a Professor of Business Administration and former Dean of the Business School, will explore an initiative on personalized medicine.  The other new faculty members are Medicinal Chemist David Sherman, Structural Biologist Janet Smith, and Biological Chemist Xian-Zhong “Shawn” Xu.  The Institute’s core concentrations so far are in structural biology, cell biology, genetics and genomics, and a new field called chemical genomics.

• University of Michigan Law School Professor Adam C. Pritchard's article, “Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr. and the Counter-Revolution in the Federal Securities Laws” published in the Duke Law Journal, has been selected by fellow teachers of corporate and securities law as one of the 10 best corporate and securities articles of 2003.  The final selections were from a pool of more than 450 articles.
• Julian Adams, Professor of Molecular, Cell, and Developmental Biology, was among five academics announced by Secretary of State Colin L. Powell as the U.S. Department of State Jefferson Science Fellows.  The program named for the third president of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, will gather U.S. scientists, diplomats, and policymakers to work on issues of international importance.  The State Department will ask the fellows to discuss science and technology with policymakers who are not scientists; keep up with scientific advancements outside their own disciplines; and become familiar with public policy issues and the protocol under which the department operates.  The selected fellows are tenured scientists and engineers from U.S. colleges and universities.  They will spend one year serving at the Department of State in Washington, D.C., and traveling abroad to U.S. embassies as necessary.  

• Harry L.T. Mobley, an internationally known scientist who studies how bacteria cause urinary tract infections and peptic ulcers, was named the new Chairman of Microbiology and Immunology at the University of Michigan Medical School.  In addition to serving as department chair, Mobley will be the Frederick G. Novy Collegiate Professor of Microbiology and Immunology.  His appointment begins on July 1, 2004.  For the past 23 years, he worked at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, where he directed the graduate program in microbiology and immunology.  

• Sofia Merajver, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, was named Research Director of the U-M Cancer Center’s Breast Oncology Program.  The Program encompasses laboratory studies directed toward evaluation of breast cancer risk, studies of screening and prevention, trials of new ideas and therapies in patients with established cancer, and research into quality-of-life cancer.  Merajver’s research interests include the molecular genetics of breast cancer, gene function, and cancer risk assessment.  

• Stephen B. Gruber, Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine and Epidemiology, Director of Human Genetics for the Cancer Genetics Program, and Director of the Cancer Genetics Clinic, has been selected to co-direct the Biomedical Prevention Program at the U-M Cancer Center.  The program spans population and genetic epidemiology, quantitative sciences, preclinical and clinical cancer prevention, nutrition sciences, screening, and early detection.  Gruber’s research interests include the genetic epidemiology of solid tumors, the genetic predisposition to cancer among Ashkenazi Jews, and the relationships between environmental risk factors and genetic predisposition to cancer.

• David Daniele, Senior Producer and Director of Media Services at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, backed an award-winning group at the 2004 Detroit Music Awards April 23 at the State Theater.  Detroit Women in R&B, for which Daniele sings and plays saxophone and keyboards, took first place in the Outstanding Blues/R&B Recording, Outstanding R&B Artist Group and Outstanding Live Performance categories.  He was nominated for Outstanding Blues/R&B Instrumentalist and Outstanding Record Producer.  Daniele also plays in The Sax Maniacs, which was nominated in a pair of categories.
Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The Chicago law firm Goldberg, Kohn announced that it would fund two positions at the University of Michigan Law School’s Child Welfare Law Summer Fellowship Program.  The fellowship positions, which will be funded by a $5,000 donation from Goldberg, Kohn and a matching grant from the Bergstrom Foundation, will allow law students to spend the summer working for a child legal advocacy program.  Each fellow will receive a stipend, classroom instruction, and hands-on experience working in a public service setting throughout the summer.  

• The U-M Law School has developed a new program called the Pediatric Advocacy Initiative as part of its community outreach work with the Michigan Poverty Law Program.  The Initiative partners legal advocates, including clinical law students, with the University of Michigan Ypsilanti Health Center and the University of Michigan C.S. Mott Children's Hospital.  This fall, the first group of U-M law students will participate in its Pediatric Advocacy Clinic, which is one of the first law school-connected pediatric clinics of its kind in the nation.  Students taking the clinic will provide a range of advocacy interventions to address issues like applying for food stamps or cash assistance; litigating against landlords of substandard housing that cause health problems; providing referrals and representation for victims of domestic violence; navigating the special education system to ensure children receive legally required services; and providing policy advocacy before government bodies and other advocacy organizations.

• The U-M Life Sciences Institute (LSI) announced the establishment of two new centers of collaboration within the multidisciplinary LSI at their Grand Opening Ceremony on May 14.  LSI is establishing a Center for Chemical Genomics (CCG), and a Center for Structural Biology.  

-- The CCG will apply the latest high-throughput laboratory technology to the search 

for small molecular tools that will help researchers explore living cells.  These 

molecular tools will enable researchers to measure the cell's dynamic systems in action, relatively non-invasively.  The heart of the CCG will be a robotic lab capable of screening tens of thousands of candidate molecules for possible effects on cells. This will be a core collaboratory for LSI scientists and other U-M researchers.  

-- The Center for Structural Biology is a critical mass of leading researchers shedding light on the very specific shapes and forms of molecules in the living cell and studying how they interact with one another in health and disease.  The collaboratory is centered around a protein production facility and an x-ray crystallography suite.  This facility also serves as a core laboratory for all U-M researchers interested in understanding the three-dimensional structure of proteins.

• The U-M Samuel Zell & Robert H. Lurie Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies announced 

the start of its annual Marcel Gani Internship Program.  The program, which began in 1999 with a grant from Marcel Gani, now the CFO of Juniper Networks, has committed $139,000 to pay half the salary of 25 student interns for 12-week placements at start-up firms with high growth potential.  The internship provides U-M Business School students an opportunity to work directly with senior decision makers on issues central to the company’s business development.  Over the course of the summer internship, students gain first-hand experience in the dynamics of building a firm and positioning it for growth.

• The U-M School of Education and the U-M Business School have launched a new dual master's degree in business administration and educational studies.  The two U-M schools have tested the program on a trial basis, graduating three students recently with the new degree.  The program prepares students in fields such as designing and leading charter schools; working in private school settings and in new for-profit schools; training and professional development programs within companies; and traditional educational publishing.

• A $250,000 donation from U-M alumnus Ronald Weiser and his wife, Eileen, will pay for two programs designed to increase scholarly ties between the University of Michigan and Slovakia.  Weiser is a native of Ann Arbor and the current U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia.  The Ronald and Eileen Weiser Awards for Student Research and Internships in Slovakia will defray the costs of U-M students going to Slovakia for research projects or internships.  The Ronald and Eileen Weiser Professional Development Awards are short-term travel awards to Slovak scholars and artists coming to U-M.
• Two research teams at the University of Michigan are among 30 groups nationwide receiving shares of $350 million in federal funding for research projects to establish a hydrogen economy.  The Michigan researchers – one group led by Professor Omar Yaghi and Assistant Professor Adam Matzger, both of the Department of Chemistry, and the other group led by Dwight F. Benton Professor Ralph Yang of the Department of Chemical Engineering – will receive more than $5 million to develop new materials for storing large amounts of hydrogen at normally encountered temperatures and pressures.  The grants, announced April 27 by Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham, are part of President George W. Bush's Hydrogen Research Initiative, a $1.2 billion commitment in research funding to bring hydrogen and fuel cell technology from the laboratory to the showroom.

• The University of Michigan's Arts of Citizenship Program and the Matrix Theatre of Detroit have won the first annual Imagining Michigan Award for the their project, “Homelands.”  The award is given to the best campus-community partnership in the arts, humanities or design.  The award will be presented to the winning team May 24 at the Imagining Michigan Conference in Grand Rapids.  For the past four years, U-M faculty and students, Detroit-based community theater artists and residents of southwest Detroit have collaborated on the project.  U-M students researched the history of the neighborhood and conducted writing workshops in the area.

• The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has provided a $5 million grant to support a new U-M School of Public Health undertaking, “The Crossroads of Public Health.”  The initiative is both a new physical space and an innovative approach to public health research and teaching, with a focus on working with the community.  In the community-based method, the school works closely with organizations and the public to identify and study health issues, and to design and implement programs to address them.  Community Crossroads is the name being given to a 125,000-square-foot addition linking two existing buildings that comprise the School of Public Health.  The addition is slated for completion in 2006.

Events and Awards

• U-M/Ann Arbor Spring Commencement 2004:

-- Graduating senior Rachel Fisher gave the student address at spring commencement.  Fisher was a student in the Honors Program, and wrote her Honors thesis on Michigan and Housing Integration in the early 1970s.  The History Department presented her with the Gilder Scholarship for students in American history, and she has won University Honors for the past two years.  She was also the President of the University of Michigan chapter of the College Democrats, and served on the editorial board of the Michigan Daily, along with many other extracurricular activities.

-- David E. Davis Jr., Founder and Editor Emeritus of Automobile Magazine, was the 

speaker at spring commencement on May 1 in Michigan Stadium, where over 4,000 students received their degrees.  At Commencement, he received an honorary doctor of humane letters degree.


-- Other honorary degree recipients included:  Daniel Aaron, Professor Emeritus of American Literature at Harvard University, and Founder and Director of the Library of America Series (doctor of humane letters); Julius Chambers, Director of the Civil Rights Center of the University of North Carolina Law School (doctor of laws); William Nelson Joy, Internet Pioneer and Co-Founder of Sun Microsystems (doctor of engineering); Helmut Stern, Industrialist, Entrepreneur, Philanthropist and Humanitarian (doctor of laws); and Karen Uhlenbeck, the Sid W. Richardson Foundation Regents' Chair in Mathematics at the University of Texas at Austin (doctor of science).

• U-M was one of three organizations presented with the Rx Benefit Innovation Award recognizing creative approaches to drug benefit program management.  The Pharmacy Benefit Management Institute (PBMI) presented the awards April 29 during PBMI's annual drug utilization management conference in Scottsdale, Arizona.  The University was recognized for demonstrating the value of consolidating drug benefit management services across all health plans and utilizing internal clinical resources for drug benefit management.

• The University of Michigan is the largest university selected by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) as one of the Best Workplaces for Commuters.  U-M officials accepted the designation May 3 at the Big Ten and Midwestern Universities Parking and Traffic Conference at Purdue University.  The Best Workplaces for Commuters Initiative was established by EPA and DOT to encourage employers to reduce emissions and traffic congestion and promote employee well-being by providing commuter benefits that prompt workers to stop traveling to their jobs alone. 

• The National Endowment for the Arts gave out 366 grants totaling $7 million in the “Challenge America” category, $260,000 of which was awarded to 10 Michigan arts organizations.  “Challenge America” encourages organizations to expand and diversify their audiences.  The University of Michigan received $35,000 for a traveling exhibit and catalog featuring artist-soldiers from both sides of the Vietnam War.

