JULY 2004 HIGHLIGHTS

Students

• Lindsey Gallo, U-M senior/junior distance runner set a new school record by clocking in at 4:09:04 in the 1,500-meter at the 2004 U.S. Olympic Team Trials. Gallo ran a strong final to place 11th in a competitive field, finishing as the top collegian in a time of 4:14:70.  All-American and University of Michigan Women’s Track and Field Hall of Fame member, Sue Foster, ran the 1,500-meter in 4:11:23 in 1983, holding the previous Wolverine record.

• Four swimmers and two coaches with ties to the University of Michigan men’s swimming and diving program will represent their respective countries at the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens, Greece.  Senior Dan Ketchum and junior Peter Vanderkaay, both members of the 2003–2004 U-M squad, and alumnus Tom Malchow made the United States team at the U.S. Olympic Trials.  Senior Andrew Hurd qualified for the Canadian team at his country’s Olympic Team Trials in Toronto.  Incoming Wolverines head coach Bob Bowman, and coach Jon Urbanchek, who is retiring after 22 years, have both been named Assistant Coaches for the U.S. Olympic men’s swimming team.  

• The College Swimming Coaches Association of America selected six members of the U-M women’s swimming and diving team as Academic All-Americans for 2003–2004.  Seniors Emily-Clare Fenn, Sara Johnson, Kelli Stein and Anne Weilbacher; junior Amy McCullough; and sophomore Abby Seskevics were honored as Academic All-Americans.  Students earn this status by qualifying for the NCAA Championships and achieving a minimum grade point average of 3.5 for the year, the semester of the meet, or a cumulative total.  

Faculty and Staff

• Associate Vice President and Chief Human Resource Officer, Laurita E. Thomas, was the recipient of a 2004 Women of Distinction Award presented by the Girl Scouts of the Huron Valley Council.  The award is given annually to women who exemplify excellence in their profession and/or their community service work by giving of their time and experience to enrich the lives of others.

• President Mary Sue Coleman has appointed six new senior fellows to the Michigan Society of Fellows.  The following faculty members will serve four-year terms beginning in September:

· Susan Alcock, John D’Arms Collegiate Professor of Classical Archaeology and Classics

· James Ferrara, Professor of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases and Internal Medicine

· Susan Jester, Associate Professor of History

· Alexander Potts, Professor and Chair of the Department of the History of Art

· George Steinmetz, Professor of Sociology and Germanic Languages and Literatures

· Charles Yocum, Professor of Chemistry and Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology

• Valerie Castle, the Ravitz Foundation Professor of Pediatrics, Chair of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, and Pediatric Oncologist and Gary Freed, Director of Pediatrics and Child Health Delivery and Associate Chair of the Division, were elected to the Society for Pediatric Research Council.  Castle will serve the Council in hematology/oncology, and Freed will serve as vice president.  

• Clinical Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine, Susan Blitz, was awarded the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners State Award for Excellence.  Blitz was recognized for her dedication as a nurse practitioner advocate and significant contributions to the status of health care delivery and practice of nurse practitioners.  

• Hashim Al-Hashimi, Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Assistant Research Scientist in the Biophysics Research Division, was among 25 recipients of the Oak Ridge Associated Universities’ Ralph E. Powe Junior Faculty Enhancement Awards for 2004–2005.  Al-Hashimi received the grant in the category of life sciences for his research project entitled, “Structural Genomics of RNA Using RDC-NMR: Residues Neighboring Bulge Motifs.”

• Alec D. Gallimore, Associate Professor of Aerospace Engineering, received the 2004 GEM Outstanding Alumni in Academia Award in recognition of his outstanding achievements in the field of education.  GEM, the National Consortium for Graduate Degrees for Minorities in Engineering and Science, is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to enhance the value of the nation’s human capital by increasing the participation of underrepresented minorities at the master’s and doctoral levels in engineering and science.   

• Suman Das, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering, and Muammer Koc, Assistant Research Scientist in Mechanical Engineering, have each received the 2004 M. Eugene Merchant Outstanding Young Manufacturing Engineer Award from the Society of Manufacturing Engineers.  Das has centered his research interests at the broad intersection of design, materials processing, process modeling, and control.  Koc has been conducting research on advanced manufacturing processes, lightweight materials forming, hydroforming, warm forming, micro-meso scale manufacturing, and design of agile manufacturing equipment and systems.

• Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Sridhar Kota, has been elected to receive the 2004 American Society of Mechanical Engineers Machine Design Award.  The award was established in 1958 to recognize eminent achievement in the field of machine design synthesis, including contributions to such diverse fields as rigid tool kinematics, compliant mechanisms, micro-electro-mechanical systems, adaptive structures, and reconfigurable machine tools.  

• Yoram Koren, the Paul G. Goebel Professor of Engineering, the ERC/RMS Director, and Professor of Mechanical Engineering, has been elected to receive the 2004 Hideo Hanafusa Outstanding Investigator Award at the 2004 Japan-USA Symposium on Flexible Automation.  The Symposium, established in 1986, began in 2000 to honor biennially one outstanding investigator among those who have made significant contributions in the field of flexible automation, including technical or scientific publications, theses, patents, inventions, or combinations of the above in the field of automation.  

• Susan Alcock, the John D’Arms Collegiate Professor of Classical Archaeology and Classics, received the 2004 Spiro Kostof Prize from the Society of Architectural Historians for her book, “Archaeologies of the Greek Past: Landscapes, Monuments, Memories.”  The prize is awarded to scholarship making the greatest contribution to the understanding of urbanism and its relationship to architecture.  

• Gary Glick, the Werner E. Bachman Collegiate Professor of Chemistry and Professor of Biological Chemistry, was awarded a $500,000 grant by the Alliance for Lupus Research to design and synthesize compounds chemically related to Bz-423, a new compound Glick discovered that proved effective in treatment of kidney disease in mouse models of human lupus, with properties for use in human testing.  

• Edward Domino, Active Emeritus Professor of Pharmacology, has been made an honorary staff member of the Shanghai Clinical Center for Endocrine and Metabolic Diseases at the University of Shanghai, China, for his contributions to University of Michigan/University of Shanghai teaching and research activities.  

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The University Board of Regents approved the construction of an events center that will connect with Crisler Arena and the football locker room at Michigan Stadium.  The new 11,000 square-foot, single-story building will accommodate 300 people.  The events center will host recruits for all sports and handle a variety of other athletic and general university functions.  Construction is expected to begin after the 2004 football season or in spring 2005.  

• The University Board of Regents approved the Newberry Hall-Kelsey Museum addition and renovation project and the selection of architects Hammond Beeby Rupert Ainge Inc., for its design.  The project will provide an additional 12,000 square-feet for exhibits, study, and research with a challenge grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities and a gift from Edwin and Mary Meader of Kalamazoo. The Chicago-based firm has substantial experience in museum and library design, including major renovations to the Toledo Museum of Art, the Art Institute of Chicago and the Harold Washington Library in Chicago.  

• The U-M College of Engineering received a $40 million Army research contract over five years to continue funding the Automotive Research Center (ARC).  The amount is the largest research contract in the College of Engineering’s history.  The ARC is an eight-university consortium housed at U-M, and sponsored by the National Automotive Center at the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Research, Development, and Engineering Center in Warren, Michigan.  

• The National Cancer Institute’s Prostate Cancer Progress Review Group has awarded a grant totaling $7.4 million for five years to a group of collaborators from U-M, led by principal investigator Even Keller.  The researchers will undertake four different research projects, each intended to define the cellular and molecular mechanisms that lead to prostate cancer skeletal metastases.  Investigators with expertise in prostate cancer research, including Keller, Associate Professor of Urology and Pathology; Kenneth Pienta, Professor of Internal Medicine and Urology will team with experts in bone metabolism.  They include Russel Taichman, Associate Professor of Periodontics, Prevention and Geriatric Dentistry; and Laurie McCauley, Chair and Professor of Periodontics, Prevention and Geriatrics.  

• “U.S. News & World Report” has ranked the University of Michigan Health System 11th among the best hospitals in the nation.  The Health System was ranked in the top 15 in 13 categories, with four specialties in the top 10: cancer; ear, nose and throat; geriatrics; and respiratory diseases.  

• In a new health care report released by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO), the University of Michigan Health System’s overall performance was ranked above the national and state averages for care, signaling the institution’s longstanding commitment to quality improvement.  Two core measurements in each area – oxygenation assessment (a measurement of blood/oxygen levels) in Pneumonia Care and left ventricular ejection function (an in-depth evaluation of heart muscle function) in Heart Failure Care – met the National Quality Improvement Goal 100% of the time.  The Health System also measured high health care quality in eight specific areas: open heart surgery; percutaneous coronary interventions; abdominal aortic aneurysm repair; carotid endarterectomy surgery; esophagectomy for cancer; care of low birth weight infants; care of infants with congenital anomalies; and intensive care unit physician staffing.  

• Beginning August 1, and for the next five years, the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority (AATA) will offer free, unlimited rides on its regular bus routes to all U-M students, faculty, and staff.  AATA's MRide Program will be available to active U-M Mcard holders any day of the week, on any of AATA's regularly scheduled fixed-route services.  The new agreement will replace three successful current contracts between U-M and AATA—employee bus pass program, the Park and Ride program and enhanced services on Route 36 along State Street—at no additional cost to U-M.  The bulk of the contract expense, $1.1 million annually, will be provided by federal funds earned by U-M transit operations' participation in the National Transit Database program.

