AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS 2004

Students

•  U-M School of Music awarded senior Jeremy Kittel its highest student honor, the Albert A. Stanley Medal.  The award is named in honor of the long and distinguished service of Albert A. Stanley, Director of the School of Music from 1888–1921 and is presented annually to the graduating senior who, during the last two years of residence, has been the most outstanding in his or her curriculum.  

• U-M Flint sophomore Mary Palmer was one of only 10 students selected internationally to study voice at the Heifetz International Music Institute this summer in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire.  The Heifetz Institute is a program for serious and talented young artists.  For six weeks during the summer, 60 young musicians and more than 20 world-famous artists and teachers gather on the campus of the Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro. 

• Grigoriy Blekherman and Hans Peters, graduate student instructors in mathematics, and Amy Kiefer, a doctoral student in social psychology, were members of a team that won the Grand National Teams event at the Summer 2004 North American Bridge Championships in New York City.  The event is sponsored by the American Contract Bridge League, and drew 7,000 players from 50 states and 40 foreign countries to compete at all levels.  

• U-M junior Daniel Horton of the men’s basketball team was named one of the Top 50 Preseason Candidates for the 2004–2005 Wooden Award All-American Team.  Horton is among five Big Ten players selected for this honor.  Created in 1976, the John R. Wooden Award is the most prestigious individual honor in college basketball.  

Faculty and Staff

• Jonathan Alger, U-M Assistant General Counsel, Adjunct Professor in the Law School, and coordinator of the successful defense of the University’s admissions practices in both the undergraduate (Gratz v Bollinger, et al) and Law School (Grutter v Bollinger, et al) lawsuits, was elected to a three-year term on the Board of Directors of the National Association of College and University Attorneys.  

• Bruce Carlson, Professor of Cell and Developmental Biology, and Research Professor and Director of the Institute of Gerontology, received the 2004 Henry Gray Award from the American Association of Anatomists (AAA).  The award is presented annually to an AAA member in recognition of his or her unique and commendable contributions and achievements in the anatomical sciences.  

• Peretz P. Friedmann, the François-Xavier Bagnoud Professor of Aerospace Engineering and Director of the FXB Center for Rotary and Fixed Wing Air Vehicle Design, was named a Fellow of the American Helicopter Society (AHS).  AHS is the world’s leading technical, professional society dedicated to the advancement of vertical flight technology and its applications.

• Mechanical Engineering Professor Jun Ni was named a Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) in recognition of his substantial contributions to the field of manufacturing, in particular manufacturing equipment modeling and control, manufacturing process analysis and improvement, and automotive manufacturing.  Ni is Director of U-M’s S.M. Wu Manufacturing Research Center; Co-Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF) Industry/University Cooperative Research Center for Intelligent e-Maintenance Systems; Deputy Director of the NSF Engineering Research Center for Reconfigurable Manufacturing Systems; and Chair of the ASME Manufacturing Engineering Division.

• Tassos Perakis, Associate Professor of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering was named a Fellow of the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers (SNAME).  

Less than one percent of all SNAME members are elected Fellows.  SNAME is an internationally recognized nonprofit, technical, professional society of individual members serving the maritime and offshore industries and their suppliers.  

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The University of Michigan is the second-highest ranked public university in the country, according to the annual report by “U.S. News & World Report.”  U-M tied for second with the University of Virginia.  The rankings consider graduation and retention rates, faculty and financial resources, applicant selectivity, and the percentage of alumni who donate money.  

• The University of Michigan has merged its Institute of Gerontology and the Medical School’s Geriatrics Center.  The merger will keep U-M at the forefront of research in basic science of aging.  The Institute of Gerontology will become the research arm of the Geriatrics Center.  The merger will also allow U-M to expand its focus on biogerontology — the biology of aging — integrative muscle and skeletal research, health services, health policy, behavioral research, and clinical research.  

•  The U-M Program for Understanding Neurological Diseases (PFUND) is featured on approximately 6 million Caffeine-Free Diet Pepsi cans sold in southeast Michigan during August and September 2004. The PFUND was founded three years ago to foster basic research into the causes of and possible treatments for neurological diseases.  Proceeds from the Pepsi initiative will help fuel ongoing research seeking treatments for Lou Gehrig’s Disease, childhood cancer, and complications from diabetes.  

• The Department of Energy awarded the University of Michigan $269,000 in grants to support nuclear energy and technology education and infrastructure in three areas: Nuclear Engineering Education Research, Industry Matching grant, and Fellowship and Student Scholarships.  This DOE grant is one of $22 million in awards to 37 universities nationwide to support the development of a new generation of technical specialists that will serve the Nation’s requirements in areas such as energy, medicine, scientific research, national defense, nonproliferation, and environmental protection.  

• The U-M Athletics Department and Standard Federal Bank announced a three-year partnership in which Standard Federal will provide funding for Michigan’s broad-based athletics program and create educational workshops on personal finance for student athletes.  Also within the agreement, Standard Federal will be featured at various Michigan sports venues, including Crisler Arena, Yost Ice Arena, and Keen Arena.  

• The Special Collections Library received a Meritorious Achievement Award from the Lincoln Highway Association (LHA) at its annual meeting.  The award recognizes the library’s role in the preservation of the archives of the original LHA for the last 70 years.  The original LHA was founded for the purpose of planning and promoting the first coast-to-coast highway in the United States, and was headquartered in Detroit.  

The Michigan Difference

• Jalen Rose, a former U-M basketball player and currently a guard with the NBA’s Toronto Raptors, made a gift of $240,000 to the University to endow a scholarship for incoming freshmen. The Jalen Rose Endowed Scholarship will be available to a first-year student with special consideration for Michigan residents and those who either reside in an inner-city area or are a member of an underrepresented group.  The scholarship award will be based on merit and financial need.  The first award will be made to a student entering U-M in Fall 2004.  

