OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 2004

Students

• Wei Gu, a U-M biomedical engineering senior, took home the top prize in the undergraduate division of the 2004 Collegiate Inventors Competition.  Gu created a simple but robust microfluidic device that acts as a miniature plumbing system, complete with microscopic pumps, valves, pipes, and mixing chambers.  Introduced in 1990, the Collegiate Inventors Competition is an international program that stimulates excitement and interest in technology and economic leadership.  The event encourages college students to actively practice the skills of science, engineering, mathematics, technology, and creative invention.  

• As reported by Business Week magazine, U-M mechanical engineering junior Evan Quasney may have overturned decades of art preservation technology during his summer 2004 job at the Smithsonian Institution.  While tweaking computer models to determine the best method for conserving priceless paintings, Quasney found that a layer of gesso applied to the backside of the artwork is the best available anti-cracking technique. 

• Sierrah Moore, women’s basketball freshman guard from LS&A, earned the title of Michigan Idol after singing her way to the crown in competition with 10 other contestants.  As part of a promotion during the U-M volleyball season, the Michigan Marketing and Promotions Department used a form of the television show, “American Idol,” to conduct a Michigan Idol contest open to all U-M students.  The two-day competition took place during the intermissions of two Michigan home volleyball matches at Cliff Keen Arena.  

• The U-M School of Information’s first “SI@work” exhibition showcased the work of more than 70 master’s degree students who participated in field experiences and internships in summer 2004.  In the exhibition, students talk about their work in such fields as libraries, archives, information economics, and human-computer interaction.  

• A number of prominent University of Michigan alumni in the theater world are involved in large-scale projects this season.   They include:


-- The world premiere of Arthur Miller’s new play, “Finishing the Picture,” ran at the 
Goodman Theatre in Chicago, September 21 through October 31.


-- James Earl Jones starred in “On Golden Pond” at the Kennedy Center in 


Washington, D.C., September 28 through October 17.


-- Jack O’Brien directed the new musical “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” 


September 15 through November 7, at the Old Globe Theatre in San Diego.  In March 


2005, the production will open on Broadway, where O’Brien has won two consecutive 


Tony Awards® for directing, “Hairspray” (2003) and “Henry IV” (2004). 

Faculty and Staff

• Three faculty members from the University of Michigan are among 65 new members of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies, bringing the number of U-M IOM members to 28.  The new members are Paula Allen-Meares, Dean and the Norma Radin Collegiate Professor of Social Work, and Professor of Education; Rowena Matthews, G. Robert Greenberg Distinguished University Professor of Biological Chemistry and Research Professor in the Life Sciences Institute and Biophysics Research Division; and Michael Mulholland, Frederick A. Coller Distinguished Professor and Chair, Department of Surgery, and Surgeon-in-Chief of University Hospital.
• Paula Allen-Meares, Dean and the Norma Radin Collegiate Professor of Social Work, and Professor of Education, has been named to the New York Academy of Medicine.  The Academy was founded in 1847 to enhance the health of the public through research, education and advocacy, with a particular focus on disadvantaged urban populations.  It is convening to study how to move health professions toward more effectively meeting the evolving health care needs of the American people, particularly the needs of an aging population increasingly facing chronic illness.  

• University of Michigan Music Professor Michael Daugherty has been selected the 2004 Michigan Artist of the Year by ArtServe Michigan.  Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm presented Daugherty with Michigan’s premier award for arts and cultural excellence at the 19th annual awards ceremony, November 18, at The Henry Ford in Dearborn.  Previous winners include actor and theatre impresario Jeff Daniels, jazz legend Teddy Harris, and U-M School of Music Professors Peter Sparling (Dance) and William Bolcom (Music—Composition).

• Linda M. Chatters, Associate Professor of Social Work and of Public Health, and Faculty Associate with the Program for Research on Black Americans at the Institute for Social Research and the Center for Afroamerican and African Studies, has been named a Fellow of the Behavioral and Social Sciences Section of the Gerontological Society of America (GSA).  Fellowship status confers recognition among GSA peers for outstanding contributions to the field of gerontology and represents the highest class of membership.  Chatters will be inducted at the GSA’s 57th annual scientific meetings, November 19–23, in Washington, D.C.

• Professor of Kinesiology Katarina Borer was awarded a $6,900 research grant by Tanita Corporation, a multinational manufacturer of scale-plus-body-fat monitors. Borer plans to use the grant to further her work in the detection of exercise energy expenditure.  Tanita extended their international grant program to North American researchers for the first time this year to help further scientific studies and support individuals dedicated to the prevention of obesity and the maintenance of healthy weight. 

• Matthew Howard, Professor of Social Work and Psychiatry, has received a 2004 Herbert S. Raskin Child Welfare Article Award from The Center for Child Welfare Policy of the North American Resource Center for Child Welfare.  This Pro Humanitate Literary Award was given to Howard and his co-authors for “Teaching Evidence-Base Practice: Toward a New Paradigm for Social Work Education.”  The award was presented at the Children’s Research Center’s Structured Decision Making Conference on October 14 in Long Beach, California.  

• Reg Williams, Professor of Nursing and a recently retired U.S. Navy reservist, has designed BOOT STRAP, a program that helps Navy recruits cope with the emotional challenges of training, improves recruits’ functioning, strengthens their training performance, and reduces attrition.  Officially known as “Boot Camp Survival Training for Navy Recruits—A Prescription,” BOOT STRAP involves weekly 45-minute meetings about ways to manage stress, strengthen relationships, and improve sense of belonging, among other goals.  It also suggests specific strategies such as getting to know a shipmate better, not criticizing shipmates, and practicing listening.
• Todd M. Baily has been named Assistant Dean for Development and Alumni Relations at the U-M Law School.  Baily was formerly Associate Chair for Philanthropic Support at the Mayo Foundation in Rochester, Minnesota.  

• The U-M Museum of Art has appointed James B. Wyman as UMMA’s first Chief Curator, beginning October 11. Wyman will be responsible for the day-to-day management of the curatorial area, including exhibition planning and development, collections strategies, donor and collector cultivation, collaborative project development, and development and implementation of his own exhibitions.  He will serve as a member of UMMA’s senior management team and will represent the Museum’s exhibitions and programs to the campus and community.  Wyman was formerly at the Kennedy Museum of Art at Ohio University.

• Peter Sweatman, an expert on the impact of commercial vehicle operations on highway systems, was appointed Director of the U-M Transportation Research Institute, effective September 1.  His work has been influential in developing truck size and weight evaluation tools for the Federal Highway Administration and the world’s first comprehensive PBS regulatory regime for Australia.  Formerly, Sweatman was founder and owner of Roaduser Systems in Melbourne, Australia, which specializes in research and development of the operations, productivity, and safety of heavy vehicles.

• Steven Driscoll Hixson, Senior Graphic Designer at the U-M Museum of Art, received a first-place award in the American Association of Museums Publication Design Competition for the exhibition booklet,  “Masterworks of African Art: The Congo Basin.”  Hixson also received one of 10 national design excellence awards from Finch Paper for the same publication.  

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• U-M has announced that a new facility, which will combine a 500-bed housing unit and academic space, will be built at the location of the Frieze Building, at Washington and State streets on Central Campus.  The preliminary plan calls for a 7-story building that could include, in addition to housing, meeting rooms, video and audio production facilities, studios, classrooms, academic offices, seminar rooms, or a small auditorium.  The proposal for the new hall is scheduled to come before the Board of Regents in January 2005.  

• Charles R. Walgreen III, former Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Walgreen Co., has made a $2 million gift to establish the Charles R. Walgreen III Professorship in Pharmacy Administration at the University of Michigan College of Pharmacy, his alma mater.  Walgreen's goal in endowing the professorship is to focus greater academic research effort on the socio-economics of health care, health-care policy and regulation, and professional ethics. Walgreen is one of two national co-chairs of the College's $24.5 million Campaign for International Leadership and Excellence, which was launched May 15 as part of The Michigan Difference, a $2.5 billion university-wide fund-raising campaign.

•  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services renewed a $1 million annual grant to the University of Michigan’s National Poverty Center.  The Center is one of four in the country funded by the federal government.  The centers plan and conduct a broad program of policy research and mentoring of emerging scholars to analyze national, regional and state environment, and policies affecting the poor, particularly those families with children who are poor or at risk of being poor.

• The Cochlear Implant Program at the U-M Health System (UMHS) reached a milestone on October 1, after implanting a cochlear device in the 1,000th recipient.  The Program hosted a celebration on October 2, to commemorate the event and the 1,000 patients who have received cochlear implants at UMHS.  Heather Whitestone McCallum, Miss America 1995 and Cochlear Nucleus® implant recipient, helped the program kick off the celebration.  The U-M Cochlear Implant Program has provided devices to deaf children and adults for 20 years.  The program was established in 1984 with the implantation of a single-channel device in an adult.  The first multi-channel device was implanted in 1986.  Currently, U-M performs about 100 cochlear implant surgeries a year, making it the largest program of its kind in the nation.  

• The University of Michigan Kellogg Eye Center was named one of the Best Overall Programs in Ophthalmology in an annual survey conducted by Ophthalmology Times.  The Eye Center was ranked sixth in the Best Overall program category by chairs and residency directors of ophthalmology departments across the country.   In addition, the Eye Center ranked in the top ten for each of the following categories:  Best Research, Best Residency, and Best Clinical Programs.  

• The U-M Bentley Historical Library celebrated the opening of a new 34,000-square-foot wing, which will allow the library to advance its mission of preserving historic materials. The new addition incorporates archival storage space, a new laboratory for conservators to continue their work in document preservation, and a conference room.  A slide show of the work on the addition, as it progressed from July 2003 to September 2004, is available on the Library’s website at: http:www.umich.edu/~bhl.bhl/exhibits/bhlconst/bhlconst.htm.

• The architectural design of the U-M Museum of Art’s renovation and 57,000 square-foot expansion has received the coveted American Institute of Architects (AIA) New York Chapter design award in the Project category.  The AIA New York Chapter Project Awards recognize exceptional projects scheduled to be built, as well as conceptual work.  Awards in this category were made this year to only four projects around the world, including projects in the U.S., Saudi Arabia, and Denmark.  The UMMA project was designed by Allied Works Architecture of Portland, Oregon.

• NASA announced the selection of four teams who will conduct research into critical issues in electric propulsion, in support of NASA’s new Vision for Space Exploration.  Electric-propulsion critical issues research is part of Project Prometheus, within NASA’s Exploration Systems Mission Directorate.  The four teams are at the University of Michigan, the University of Alabama in Huntsville, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and Aerojet at Redmond, Washington.  

Events and Awards

• Heinz Drossel was awarded the 14th Wallenberg Medal from U-M on October 19.  Drossel was a German army officer during World War II who refused to join the Nazi party and helped members of a neighbor Jewish family escape the Gestapo.  The Raoul Wallenberg Endowment was established at U-M in 1985 to commemorate Wallenberg, an architecture alumnus of U-M who demonstrated profound bravery and sacrifice during the war, and to recognize other individuals whose own courageous actions exemplify Wallenberg’s extraordinary humanitarian accomplishments and values.  Previous Wallenberg Medal recipients include Nobel laureates Elie Wiesel, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and Miep Gies, the woman who supported Anne Frank and her family in hiding.   

• Alumnus Richard Rogel, of Vail, Colorado, the founder and former Chairman of Preferred Provider Organization of Michigan, has been named the first recipient of the University of Michigan David B. Hermelin Award. This new award honors the late David Hermelin, Detroit-area entrepreneur and philanthropist, former U. S. Ambassador to Norway, and 1958 graduate of the University’s Stephen M. Ross School of Business.  The award will be presented annually to volunteers whose fundraising efforts for Michigan emulate the dedication Hermelin showed to the University. 

• On October 30, $2 blue bracelets that read: “M Go Blue for Mott” went on sale to help raise money for a new children’s and women's hospital, which will replace the aging C.S. Mott Children's Hospital.  Michigan Head Football Coach Lloyd Carr and U-M Regent David Brandon, a former U-M football player, and their wives, are chairing The Champions for Children campaign to raise funds for the $400 million construction of the hospital.  

