November Highlights 2004

Students

• Joseph Jewell, a graduate student in aeronautical engineering at the U-M, was one of 32 U.S. students awarded a Rhodes Scholarship this year.  His two-year program at Oxford University in hypersonic aerodynamics and turbulence will begin in fall 2005.  Jewell co-authored the study guide “Up Your Score: The Underground Guide to the SAT, 2001–2002 Edition.”  Previously, Jewell received the United States Presidential Scholar medallion from President (and former Rhodes Scholar) Bill Clinton in a White House ceremony.  The Rhodes Scholarships were created in 1902 by the will of Cecil Rhodes, British philanthropist and colonial pioneer, who specified that the scholarship be awarded for high academic achievement, integrity of character, a spirit of unselfishness, respect for others, potential for leadership, and physical vigor.  For more information on Rhodes Scholars visit: http://www.rhodesscholar.org/
• Jacob Bourjaily, a junior physics major, was one of eight students from the Midwest selected for the highly competitive Marshall Scholarship for 2005.  The program, financed by the government of the United Kingdom, selects about 40 American students annually to spend two to three years studying at the British university of their choice.  As a Marshall Scholar, Bourjaily will study mathematics at the University of Cambridge.  The Marshall Scholarships were established in 1953 as a British gesture of gratitude to the people of the United States for the assistance received after the Second World War under the Marshall Plan.  

• Colorado Attorney General Ken Salazar, a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School, will replace retiring Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell in the United States Senate.  Salazar was Chief Counsel to former Colorado Governor Roy Romer and has served as State Attorney General since 1999.  

• Graduate student Yi-Chung Tung received a Best Student Paper Award at the 2004 International Society for Optical Engineering (SPIE) International Symposium held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on October 25–28.  Tung and Mechanical Engineering Assistant Professor Katsuo Kurabayashi co-authored the paper titled “Multi-Axis, Single-Layer PDMS-on-Silicon Micro Optical Reflector.” The paper was selected among 120 papers presented in the Optomechatronics Technologies Division. SPIE is the most prestigious society in applied optical science and engineering.

• The Michigan chapter of the Women’s Transportation Seminar awarded Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning graduate student instructor Michelle Laboy the 2004 Helene M. Overly Memorial Scholarship.  Each year, the seminar awards three scholarships honoring women in transportation fields, one of which is designated for graduate students. 

• U-M fifth-year senior and co-captain David Baas, and senior strong safety Ernest Shazor have been selected as finalists for two of the nation’s top college football awards.  Baas is one of three finalists for the Outland Trophy, presented to the nation’s outstanding interior lineman, by the Football Writers Association of America.  Baas would become the first Wolverine to win the Outland Trophy.  Shazor is a finalist for the 2004 Thorpe Award, presented annually to the nation’s top defensive back.  Shazor is the third Wolverine to be named a finalist for the prestigious award.  Awards will be presented in 2005.  

• The National Field Hockey Coaches Association announced that U-M senior Adrienne Hortillosa and junior Lori Hillman were among 48 collegiate student-athletes named to its 2004 NCAA Division I All-American team.  Both players earned the national recognition for the first time as Hortillosa was voted to the first team, and Hillman was voted to the third team.  

• University of Michigan junior Katie Lorenz was crowned the 2004 Miss Washtenaw County.  She will receive a $2,500 scholarship and an all-expense paid trip to the 2005 Miss Michigan Pageant.  First-runner up was U-M senior Brittany Fox; second runner-up was U-M freshman Demi Fragale; and third runner-up was U-M sophomore Angela Corradin.

Faculty & Staff

• The Council for Advancement and Support of Education and the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching has named U-M Chemistry Professor Brian Coppola the 2004 Professor of the Year in Michigan.  The award is given for outstanding teaching, commitment to undergraduate students, and influence on teaching.  The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching is an independent policy and research center, founded by Andrew Carnegie in 1905 and chartered in 1906 by an act of Congress.  Its primary mission is to do and perform all things necessary to encourage, uphold, and dignify the profession of the teacher and the cause of higher education.  

• The Social Science Research Council named Michael Traugott, Professor of Communication Studies and Research Professor at the Center for Political Studies, to the National Research Commission on Elections and Voting.  The Commission is a nonpartisan independent initiative intended to bring scholarly research, knowledge, and perspective to bear in assessing the conduct of the November 2 election.  

• Susan Eklund has been appointed Dean of Students for a period of 18 months, pending approval by the Board of Regents.  Eklund has been serving as Interim Dean since August 2004.  

• University of Michigan women’s cross country head coach Mike McGuire was named Big Ten Conference Coach of the Year, earning his third straight conference award.  McGuire was voted coach of the year by the conference’s head coaches after leading Michigan to its third straight Big Ten championship and the sixth title in program history.  He also earned NCAA Great Lakes Regional Coach of the Year honors, as named by the Women’s Intercollegiate Cross Country Coaches Association.  McGuire received regional coach of the year honors for the fourth time in his 13-year career. 

• Governor Jennifer Granholm has appointed Michael Reisch, Professor of Social Work, to the Governor’s Task Force on Children’s Justice.  The task force reviews and evaluates state investigative, administrative, and judicial handling of cases of child abuse, specifically child sexual abuse.  

• Michael E. Woolley, Assistant Professor of Social Work and collaborators Larry Gant, Associate Professor of Social Work; Andre Grogan-Kaylor, Assistant Professor of Social Work; and Carol Mowbray, Associate Dean for Research and Professor of Social Work, have been selected as the recipients of the first Olivia P. Maynard and S. Olof Karlstrom Award Fund for Community-Based Research.  Woolley and his colleagues received funding for “Community Resilience: University-Community Partnerships to Investigate the Impacts of Neighborhood Strengths from a Spatial Perspective.”  The project will focus on the Flint community, and will be conducted in collaboration with members of Community Based Organization Partners, Flint Community Schools, and the Resource Center, as well as the Prevention Research Center, a longstanding community-based research partnership in Flint that is housed in the U-M School of Public Health.  

• The Sierra Club has honored two School of Natural Resources and Environment Professors with inaugural awards in their names.  Burton Barnes, Stephen H. Spurr Professor of Forestry, is the first recipient of the Burton V. Barnes Award for Outstanding Academic Contributions in Support of Michigan’s Environment.  Bunyan Bryant, Professor of Urban Planning & Natural Resources, was given the first Bunyan Bryant Award in Recognition of Outstanding Leadership on Environmental Justice.  Each year the Club confers awards on individuals who have contributed to the protection of the environment.  

• James Vincent, Professor of Environmental Health Sciences at the School of Public Health, has been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry – the largest European-based organization for the advancement of chemical sciences.  Vincent is an expert on aerosol science, exposure assessment, and environmental and occupational health. 

• The University of Michigan Medical School has appointed pediatric neurosurgeon Karin Muraszko as Chair of the Neurosurgery Department.  Muraszko joined the U-M faculty in 1990, and will be the first woman in the country to chair an academic neurosurgery department.  She is a Professor of Neurosurgery with joint appointments in Pediatrics and Plastic Surgery.
• Andrew J. Haig, Associate Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and Associate Professor of Orthopedic Surgery, has been elected North American Vice President of the International Society for Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine.  He was also re-elected President of the International Society of the International Rehabilitation section of the American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.  The Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Department at the U-M Health System now houses the International Rehabilitation Forum, a consortium of 20 universities dedicated to the promotion of rehabilitation internationally, and a program to develop leadership skills of international specialists.  

• Alicia J. Davis, Senior Prosthetist and Orthotist, was appointed a commissioner of the National Commission on Orthotics and Prosthetic Education (NCOPE).  As a NCOPE commissioner, Davis’ primary mission and obligation will be to ensure educational and residency programs meet the minimum standards of quality to prepare individuals to enter a profession in orthotics and prosthetics.  NCOPE serves in cooperation with the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs for accreditation of educational programs.  

• Rebecca Eggleston, a Cancer AnswerLine Resource Nurse and Program Manager at the U-M Health System, has been named one of only 50 Fellows in the Oncology Nursing Society Leadership Development Institute.  The Institute is designed to prepare oncology nurses to lead the transformation of cancer care at local, state, and national levels and to promote oncology nursing leadership in the workplace.  

• Researchers at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center have developed a new non-surgical technique that can help doctors determine when breast cancer has invaded the lymph nodes, sparing some women an additional trip to the operating room.  The technique, which uses ultrasound along with a fine-needle biopsy, is a reliable way to determine whether the lymph nodes are malignant, according to research results presented by Alexis Nees, Clinical Assistant Professor of Radiology, at the Radiological Society of North America’s annual meeting in Chicago.  In addition to Nees, study authors are Mark Helvie, Professor of Radiology and Director of the Breast Imaging Division; Stephanie Patterson, Assistant Professor of Radiology; Marilyn Roubidoux, Associate Professor of Radiology; and Lisa Newman, Associate Professor of Surgery and Director of the Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Breast Care Center.

• U-M scientists have received a $3-million, five-year grant from the National Institutes of Health to develop a new interdisciplinary program to train tomorrow’s leaders in regenerative science.  Steven A. Goldstein, U-M’s Henry Ruppenthal Family Professor of Orthopedic Surgery will direct the program.  Researchers in this new area of science hope to develop cell-based and tissue engineering therapies that can repair damaged tissue or replace dysfunctional organs.  Each year, the program will enroll a total of 12 Ph.D. students, postdoctoral fellows, and clinical fellows selected by a review committee of interdisciplinary U-M faculty.  Initial training will focus on regenerative science as applied to the musculoskeletal system.  More than 30 faculty members from the Medical School, Dental School, and College of Engineering will be involved in the new training program – either serving on advisory boards or as research mentors, or by developing curricular and core competencies.

• Forty years ago, teenager Janice Ottenbacher was the first person to receive an organ transplant at the U-M, the first in the state of Michigan, and one of the earliest kidney recipients in the nation.  On November 6, Ottenbacher returned to the University, along with 800 other transplant recipients, living donors, transplant team members and others to celebrate the 40th U-M Anniversary of Organ Transplantation.  U-M has grown into one of the nation’s largest, busiest and most research-driven transplant centers.  Today, more than 350 patients receive new organs at the University Hospital and C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital each year.  

• Five faculty members from the U-M are among 308 newly elected Fellows of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).  The new Fellows will be recognized for their contributions to science at the annual AAAS meeting in Washington, D.C., in February.  AAAS is the world’s largest general scientific society.  

The new Fellows are:

· James Coward, Professor of Medicinal Chemistry and Professor of Chemistry

· Rodney Ewing, the Donald R. Peacor Collegiate Professor of Geological Sciences, Professor of Materials Science and Engineering, and Professor of Nuclear Engineering and Radiological Sciences

· Daniel Fisher, the Claude W. Hibbard Collegiate Professor of Paleontology, Professor of Geological Sciences, Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, and Curator of Paleontology

· Henry Mosberg, Professor of Medicinal Chemistry

· James Penner-Hann, Professor of Chemistry

• A. Galip Ulsoy, William Clay Ford Professor of Manufacturing and Professor of Mechanical Engineering, has been selected to receive the 2004 ASME Dynamic Systems and Control Outstanding Investigator Award.  The award is a testimony to Ulsoy’s excellent accomplishments in both manufacturing and automobile control systems and other areas of fundamental importance.  The award was presented at the Dynamic Systems and Control Award Dinner on November 18 at the American Society of Mechanical Engineers’ International Mechanical Engineering Congress and Exposition conference in Anaheim, California.
• Bogdan Epureanu, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering, was selected to receive the 2004 Junior Achievement Award of the American Academy of Mechanics.  The annual award goes to the most promising young researcher in the field of mechanics who has received his/her highest degree within the past ten years.  The award was conferred at the Applied Mechanics dinner held on November 18 in conjunction with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers’ International Mechanical Engineering Congress and Exposition in Anaheim, California.

• Ann Marie Sastry, Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering and Associate Professor of Biomedical Engineering, has been elected a Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME).  Sastry’s research has made significant contributions to energy technologies, biological modeling, and understanding of the fundamental percolation properties of complex heterogeneous systems.  She is an Associate Editor of the ASME Journal of Materials and Technology and the Materials Physics and Mechanics.  She has served as the Chair of the ASME Applied Mechanics Division Technical Committee on Manufacturing and Materials Processing and is currently the Chair of the ASME Materials Division Technical Committee on Composite Materials. Sastry also serves as the Vice Chair and Chair-elect of the ASME Applied Mechanics Division Technical Committee on Composite Materials.

• Timothy Hartge, Adjunct Lecturer in Management Studies at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, was named the Detroit Free Press’ Volunteer of the Week September 24.  Hartge has volunteered with the Meadow Brook Concours d’Elegance classic car show for 20 years.  

Schools, Colleges & Programs

• The National Jurist magazine has ranked the U-M Law Library fourth among the nation’s 193 law school libraries.  Only the law libraries at the University of Iowa, Indiana University-Bloomington, and Yale Law School ranked ahead of the University of Michigan.  Criteria used for the comparison included the number of volumes, number of titles and serial subscriptions, ratio of library study capacity and professional librarians to student enrollment, and the number of hours per week that the library is open.  

• The U-M Museum of Art (UMMA) unveiled a spectacular exterior sculpture by Mark di Suvero, one of the most acclaimed and successful artists in the world.  Loaned by the artist courtesy of Spacetime C.C. and the Hill Gallery in Birmingham, Michigan, “Ave Delirio” is sited just north of UMMA in an area where the Museum’s new $35 million addition will be built.  The more than 17-foot-tall steel and stainless piece will be on view for approximately 18 months leading up to the groundbreaking of the Museum’s expansion and renovation project.  
• The University of Michigan Medical School has been awarded a $5.9-million, five-year contract from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) to create a comprehensive inventory of genes and proteins active in Bacillus anthracis, the bacterium that causes anthrax, as it infects its human host.  The U-M Center is one of seven new NIH-funded Biodefense Proteomics Research Centers that will study biodefense-related pathogens and pathogens responsible for emerging and re-emerging diseases.  

• The U-M College of Engineering is a member of the winning team of universities that landed a five-year $70 million National Science Foundation grant to open access to nanotechnology resources.  The National Nanotechnology Infrastructure Network is a group of 13 nanoscience institutions that will receive $14 million annually to support additional staff at their respective nanoscience facilities.  The Network’s goal is to open access to nanotechnology resources and equipment to all universities and private companies.  

• The U-M and the Detroit Public Schools have won this year’s Urban Impact Award for their partnership to improve teaching and learning of science for urban K-12 students. The Impact Award is given annually at the fall conference of the Great City Schools.  A certificate of merit, a crystal bowl, and $2,000 are given to the award-winning project.  The winning improvement effort, organized by the U-M School of Education’s Center for Learning Technologies in Urban Schools, began by working with 13 Detroit teachers and 2,000 students in 1998–1999.  The effort grew to serve 47 teachers and 8,000 students in 2003–2004, developing curriculum and testing, as well as innovative uses of technology.  

• The Office of New Student Programs was honored at the National Orientation Directors Association (NODA) Conference for its Parent Orientation Resource Guide.  The guide won NODA’s “Outstanding Publication for Family Members” award in the publications and media showcase.  The guide is provided to families who attend Parent Orientation during the summer, and includes notes from the orientation presentations and a section on “Parenting a College Student,” which addresses transition issues.

The Michigan Difference

• Alumnus Bill Brehm and his wife Dee have contributed $44 million to the U-M for the development of an all-out assault on Type 1 diabetes.  The gift’s centerpiece will be construction of a new $30-million center for Type 1 diabetes research.  The gift also will endow two faculty positions, each of which will be designated the William K. and Delores S. Brehm Professorship in Type 1 Diabetes Research.  Six additional Type 1 diabetes research faculty will be recruited, and a Comprehensive Diabetes Center established to coordinate all Type 1 diabetes research activity at U-M.  Additionally, the Brehm gift will establish a U-M scholarship fund for high-attaining students from Bill Brehm’s alma mater, Fordson High School in Dearborn, Michigan.  Bill Brehm is a former U.S. Defense Department official and founder of SRA International, an information science technology company.

• Charles R. Walgreen III, former Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Walgreen Co., made a $2 million gift to establish the Charles R. Walgreen III Professorship in Pharmacy Administration at the U-M College of Pharmacy, his alma mater.  His goal in endowing the professorship is to focus greater academic research on the socio-economics of health care, health care policy and regulation, and professional ethics.  The Charles R. Walgreen III Professorship in Pharmacy Administration is the fifth endowed chair at the College of Pharmacy, but the first tied specifically to the social science and administrative aspects of the pharmacy curriculum.  Walgreen is one of two national co-chairs of the College of Pharmacy’s $24.5 million Campaign for International Leadership and Excellence, which publicly was launched May 15 as part of the Michigan Difference $2.5 billion University-wide fundraising campaign.  

• The U-M School of Art & Design dedicated newly renovated studios in honor of A&D graduate Richard Maskell and his wife Odette, who have contributed $1 million to the University.  Richard Maskell is the President and CEO of M-Tek, an industry leader in modified atmosphere packaging of products, primarily foods, for longer shelf life.  Studio renovations included the hot metals studio that provides facilities for traditional welding, soldering, and blacksmithing, as well as the cold metals studio where students work with more contemporary industrial tools to shape and machine unheated metals.  The project also included upgrading of the studios’ mechanical and electrical infrastructures.  

• Anthony Viscogliosi, a 1984 graduate, gave the University of Michigan-Dearborn $100,000 to be used toward a series of seminars on southeastern Michigan manufacturing and business topics.  Beginning in February or March 2005, the seminar series will bring business executives from across the nation to the Dearborn campus.  Viscogliosi, who runs an investment firm in New York with his two brothers, grew up in Dearborn Heights.  In addition to the gift to the UM-D, Viscogliosi is also co-chair of its $35 million capital campaign.  

• The University of Michigan women’s basketball team received a gift of $20,000 from M-Women, a fundraising organization for Michigan women’s sports.  The gift will be directed for, but not limited to, advertising, support of the season ticket campaign, and radio coverage of all regular-season games. 

Events & Projects

• Former U.S. President Gerald R. Ford was on hand for a groundbreaking ceremony for the new home of the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy.  The Joan and Sanford Weill Hall, an 80,000-square-foot facility, will feature classrooms, a library, research centers, a computer laboratory, faculty offices, and public spaces for conferences and lectures.  Construction is expected to be completed in August 2006.  Sanford Weill, a philanthropist who is Chairman of Citigroup Inc., was among the ceremony’s speakers, as was University President Mary Sue Coleman.  Ford, a standout center on the U-M football team before graduating from Michigan in 1935, was raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy started in 1914 as the Institute of Public Administration. In 1999, it officially was renamed in honor of the nation’s 38th president.

• The University of Michigan Board of Regents approved a plan for a new Hill Dining Center, the second in a series of capital projects announced as part of a comprehensive plan to upgrade campus housing.  The Regents also appointed the architectural firm of Goody Clancy and Associates of Boston as designers of the facility.  Altogether, the dining facility is expected to include 45,000 gross-square-feet of space, enough for approximately 700 seats.  The project is estimated to cost $21 million, of which $3.5 million would be for food service equipment and furniture.  

