DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

2004

Students

• More than 100 Introductory Engineering students have begun building greenhouses that will be placed at five Ypsilanti-area under-resourced public schools in Winter Term 2005.  Working with a local not-for-profit agency, called Growing Hope, the students will provide inexpensive greenhouses for public gardens and educational purposes.  The class spent the first months of Fall Term designing the houses.  In groups of five, students developed their own building structure, heating, ventilation, and plant watering systems.  Once completed, the greenhouses will be assembled at East Middle School, West Middle School, Willow Run Middle School, Ypsilanti Head Start Preschool, and New Direction Alternative School.  Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering Assistant Research Scientist and Lecturer Lorelle Meadows and Technical Communications Lecturer Pauline Khan supervise the class project.  Growing Hope seeks to help people improve their lives and communities through gardening
• Representing the U-M Stephen M. Ross School of Business, the three-student Team Mera Mandi won the overseas round of the I.T.C. Limited (ITC) “Mera Gaon Mera Desh Business Plan Contest 2004.”  Ross School students Ajay Gannerkote, Kate Vantil, and Vivek Joshi defeated dozens of competing teams, including Harvard, Stanford, and Wharton, to earn over $2,000 in prize money and a place among the six teams that will compete in the pre-final and final rounds on January 14 and 15, 2005, in Kolkata, India.  In the contest, students compete to generate the best new ideas and economic solutions that will energize the future of, and create value for, rural India.  ITC mentors evaluated plans submitted by more than 1,000 teams for originality and uniqueness, as well as the potential for successful conversion from business idea into a viable five-year plan. ITC is a private-sector Indian firm rated among the World's Leading Companies by Forbes magazine.

• Alumnus Jack O’Brien has been selected to direct the new film version of “Hairspray,” his first big-screen effort.  O’Brien, a two-time Tony Award( winner, is currently directing John Lithgow in the new Broadway musical “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” which will open at the end of January 2005.

• Three U-M Law School students have earned prestigious national fellowships for public service. 

-- Amy (Maude) Myers has earned a Skadden Fellowship that she will use to work for Women Empowered Against Violence, a Washington, D.C., nonprofit.  Her particular interest is low-income survivors of domestic violence who are already involved, or likely to become involved, in the child welfare system.  Myers will graduate in May 2005, and begins her fellowship in the fall of 2005.   

-- Monica Saxena has earned a fellowship from Equal Justice Works.  Saxena will use her fellowship to work with the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law in fall 2005.  She will work with ethnic and racial minorities who lack sufficient English-language skills to cast a meaningful vote and whose voting rights are protected under the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  Saxena will graduate in May 2005.

-- Liza Zamd has earned a Women's Law and Public Policy Fellowship that will support her work with the National Partnership for Women and Families (NPWF) in Washington, D.C.  Zamd plans to practice employment discrimination law and health care law at her NPWF placement.  She graduated in December 2004, and will begin her fellowship in September 2005.

• U-M School of Music students have been recognized for the following achievements:


-- Graduate student Andrea Moore won second prize in the Saritelli-Dipanni Bel 


Canto Competition in Providence, Rhode Island.


-- Senior Michael Fabiano won acceptance into the Santa Fe Opera Apprentice 


Program for summer 2005.


-- Freshman Andrew Munn was granted a Merit Award in Music/Voice/Bass by the 


Arts Recognition and Talent Search, a program of the National Foundation for 


Advancement in the Arts in Miami, Florida.

• U-M senior Braylon Edwards won the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top wide receiver at the ESPN College Football Awards show held at the Atlantic Dance Hall on Disney’s Boardwalk in Lake Buena Vista, Florida.  Edwards is the first Wolverine to win the Biletnikoff Award and the University’s first-ever finalist.  The award will be officially presented to Edwards at the 2004 Biletnikoff Banquet on February 10, 2005, in Tallahassee, Florida.  

• U-M senior center and co-captain, David Baas, has been named the co-recipient of the 2004 Rimington Trophy, presented to the nation’s most outstanding center.  Baas will receive the award at the annual Dave Rimington Trophy awards banquet to be held on January 8, 2005, at the Rococo Theater in Lincoln, Nebraska.  

Faculty and Staff

• Rosina Bierbaum, Dean of the School of Natural Resources and Environment and Professor of Environmental and Natural Resource Policy and Management, has been appointed Vice Chair of the United Nations Sigma Xi Scientific Expert Group on Climate Change and Sustainable Development.  The Expert Group advises the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development of the best measures to arrest or reverse global warming.  

• Michael Mulholland, Frederick A. Coller Distinguished Professor of Surgery, Chair of the Department Surgery, and Surgeon-In-Chief of University Hospital, received the Method to Extend Research in Time (MERIT) Award for his project, “Neuropeptide Regulation of Enteropancreatic Function.”  The National Institutes of Health confer the MERIT award in recognition of researchers who have demonstrated superior competence and outstanding productivity during their research careers, and who are highly likely to continue to perform in an outstanding manner.  

• Business Week magazine has ranked among the Top Ten business books of 2004 “The Future of Competition: Co-creating Unique Value with Customers,” by C.K. Prahalad, Harvey C. Fruehauf Professor of Business Administration and Professor of Corporate Strategy and International Business; and Venkat Ramaswamy, Professor of Marketing and Computer and Information Systems — both of the U-M Stephen M. Ross School of Business.  The book discusses emerging “next practices” in value creation, including how companies must learn to co-create unique value with their customers.  The book also was named one of the best strategy business books in Strategy + Business magazine.

• The Industrial Designers Society of America appointed Shaun Jackson, Associate Professor of Art, as the Society’s 2005 National Conference Chair.  Jackson will organize the teams and themes that constitute the society’s biggest annual event. The several products Jackson has designed include the award-winning Lapdog (now in the Museum of Modern Art collection), DataKeeper, Lapdog & Doggie Bags, Laptrap, BackOffice, and other devices to accommodate computers and accessories in non-traditional work environments.

• Holly Craig, Professor of Education and Director and Senior Research Scientist in the University Center for Development of Language and Literacy; and Julie Washington, Associate Research Professor in the Center for Development of Language and Literacy, were among 27 professionals named Fellows of the Association at the 2004 Convention of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.  The convention is the most comprehensive development conference for speech-language pathologists, audiologists, and speech, language, and hearing scientists.  The fellowship recognizes outstanding contributions in communication science and disorders, research, administration, or service to the state or national organizations.
• Gillian Mayman, Information Services Librarian at the School of Public Health, has been awarded a National Library of Medicine Fellowship for Informationist Training, beginning in January 2005.  In the Fellowship, Mayman will pursue an individually tailored program that will include working with local health departments in Michigan to assess information needs and to develop online, competency-based informatics resources.  

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• Google, Inc, developer of the award-winning Google online search engine, and the University of Michigan announced a joint agreement that will add seven million volumes in the U-M Library to the Google search engine and open the way to universal access to information.  Under the agreement, Google will digitally scan and make searchable virtually the entire collection of the U-M Library, the sixth largest collection in the U.S.  The project will give users access to the full text of those volumes that are out of copyright.  Searches for topics found in works still under copyright will yield brief blocks of text and information identifying the publisher or libraries where the book can be found. The first of the material from the U-M Library will be available through Google in mid-2005, but the company expects it will take several years to complete the scanning. The University Library will receive and own a high quality digital copy of the materials digitized by Google.  Google also has entered into agreements with Harvard University, Stanford University, Oxford University, and the New York Public Library.  

• A team of U-M scientists will share a $13.4 million grant from the National Cancer Institute to conduct research aimed at the early diagnosis, detection and treatment of cancer.  Teams of researchers will use transgenic (genetically defined) mouse models of human cancers to study current proteomic technologies, compare results, and provide reference data sets and biological resources for widespread research use throughout the cancer research community.  The team is headed by Samir Hanash, who is Adjunct Research Professor in Pediatrics-Hematology/Oncology at the U-M Medical School, and a member of the Public Health Sciences Division of Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, Washington.  Other team members from U-M include Gilbert Omenn, Professor of Internal Medicine, Human Genetics, and Public Health; and David States, Professor of Human Genetics and Director of Bioinformatics in the U-M Medical School.  

• The University of Michigan is participating in a new national study that will explore why and how some commonly used drugs and alternative medicines harm the liver, and who is at greatest risk.  Funded by the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases, part of the National Institutes of Health, researchers will study patients with varying types of drug-induced liver injury over time to see how the damage progresses, and to gather information about clinical, genetic and environmental risk factors. Doctors from U-M’s University Hospital and C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, as well as doctors from the Veterans’ Administration Healthcare System in Ann Arbor, Oakwood Hospital in Dearborn, St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ypsilanti, Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, and Providence Hospital in Southfield, will all take part in the study.  

• A new educational initiative and research project at U-M has received a $1.5 million grant from the National Institutes of Health to study how well clinical researchers explain things to prospective research participants, and the ways they ensure participants fully understand what they are getting into.  Susan Dorr Goold, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, and Director of the Bioethics Program in the Medical School, will lead the study. A multidisciplinary team drawn from many U-M departments and colleges and led by Goold with major input from Casey White, Assistant Dean for Medical Education, will develop the curriculum for the educational initiative.  

•  The U-M Interdisciplinary Center on Social Inequalities, Mind, and Body received a $5 million grant from the National Institutes of Health.  The Center studies the biological and social factors that lead to health inequalities.  The NIH grant will be used for research support cores, enhancements to ongoing research activities, funding for pilot projects, a speaker series, and related programs.  

• The U-M Arts of Citizenship Program in Ann Arbor received one of six “Strengthening Michigan’s Communities Through the Humanities” grants from the Michigan Humanities Council (MHC).  The six MHC grants, totaling nearly $75,000, emphasize collaboration among cultural, educational, and community-based organizations and institutions to serve Michiganians with public humanities projects and programs.  The U-M Arts of Citizenship Program received $15,000 for its program titled, “The Children of Abraham Project: Exhibits and Resources.”  

• WUOM (91.7 FM in Ann Arbor), the flagship station of Michigan Radio, the public radio service of the University of Michigan, has joined the digital age.  The station now broadcasts a high-definition digital signal alongside its traditional analog signal.  Broadcasting in digital allows Michigan Radio to seamlessly transmit digital CD-quality audio, providing clearer, stronger sound to listeners, including those without digital receivers. 

• U-M’s Center for Research on Learning and Teaching (CRLT), the senior program of its kind in the U.S., has moved to Palmer Commons, at the heart of the University’s Life Sciences complex. Dedicated to the support and advancement of learning and teaching, CRLT provides a comprehensive array of curricular and instructional development activities, research, and support, including grants toward improving the quality of higher education. The Center’s Palmer Commons home will include a new library with videos and books to assist faculty in further improving teaching.

• High school and college students around the globe are participating in a re-launched not-for-profit online news and discussion service supported by the U-M School of Education’s Interactive Communications and Simulations Group (ICS).  Highestwire.com has grown to include publications and articles by college students, civic groups, political organizations, fiction writers’ clubs, and sports organizations.  The ICS has served K-12 and university communities for more than 20 years through activities focused on using computers as tools to accentuate and improve classroom learning.  Spring 2004 U-M alumna Karen Schwartz began working with the School of Education and ICS while still in high school, and served as the site’s Editor-in-Chief as a U-M undergraduate.  Schwartz continues to work on the site while studying for a master’s degree at Columbia University.  

Events

• U-M/Ann Arbor Winter Commencement 2004:

-- Graduating senior Gjina Juncaj of Sterling Heights, Michigan, gave the student address at Winter Commencement 2004.  Juncaj, who earned a baccalaureate in Psychology and Pre-law, also worked as a Research Assistant in the Center for Human Growth and Development, Facilitator in the Women’s Studies Program, and Office Assistant in the Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies.
-- Robert Moses, legendary civil rights activist and educator, was the speaker at Winter Commencement on December 19, 2004, in Crisler Arena, where nearly 1,000 students received their degrees. In his work as an activist, Moses was a major force in the efforts to gain African American access to the ballot box in the American South of the 1960s.  In the 1980s, he applied the freedom struggle to the challenges of math literacy.  At Commencement, he received an honorary doctor of laws degree

-- U-M History Professor Emerita Elizabeth Eisenstein received an honorary doctor of humane letters degree at Winter Commencement.  Eisenstein taught at U-M from 1975 to 1988, when she retired.  Her research on the French Revolution was widely read in scholarly journals.  She also published an influential book on the printing press.  

