May Highlights

Regents appoint Mary Sue Coleman 13th president

The Regents elected Mary Sue Coleman as the 13th president of the University May 29. Coleman has served as president of the University of Iowa since 1995 and is a professor of biochemistry in Iowa's College of Medicine and professor of biological sciences in the College of Liberal Arts.  Her term begins Aug. 1.  She will succeed B. Joseph White, who has served as interim president since Jan. 1. 


Under Coleman's leadership, Iowa increased research funding from $178 million to over $300 million, and increased total annual giving from $82 million to $172 million.  She also oversaw major construction projects in liberal arts, medicine, engineering, biology, fine arts, honors center, career center, athletics and recreation, and parking.


In addition to the presidency of Iowa, Coleman has held posts as provost and vice president for academic affairs (1993-95) at the University of New Mexico, and vice chancellor for graduate studies and research (1992-93) and associate provost and dean of research (1990-92) at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 


She served for 19 years as a member of the biochemistry faculty and as a Cancer Center administrator at the University of Kentucky in Lexington, where her research focused on the immune system and malignancies.


She was elected to the National Academy of Sciences' Institute of Medicine in 1997, and is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.  She co-chairs the Institute of Medicine's Committee on the Consequences of Uninsurance.


Coleman earned her bachelor's degree in chemistry from Grinnell College and her Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of North Carolina.  She conducted postdoctoral work at North Carolina and at the University of Texas at Austin.


She is married to Kenneth Coleman, a political scientist specializing in Latin America. They have one son, Jonathan, who is a portfolio manager for the Janus Capital Corporation in Denver, Colo.

Affirmative Action

On May 14, the federal Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit held in Grutter v. Bollinger et al. that Law School's admissions policy is constitutional, reversing an earlier decision by a federal district court judge.  The federal court of appeals followed the precedent set forth by the U.S. Supreme Court in Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978), holding that the Law School's interest in achieving the educational benefits that come from a diverse student body is compelling, and that its admissions policy is "narrowly tailored" to serve that interest.  The court noted that the Law School had drafted its admissions policy to comply with Bakke, and that colleges and universities have been relying on this Supreme Court precedent for more than 20 years.

Students/Alumni

•  The Compulsive Lyres, a mixed choral ensemble of 16 students, won first place in the International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella at New York's Lincoln Center April 28.  The students won a trophy and a $1,000 cash prize.  They also performed on the Today Show.    

•  The U-M Academic Competitions Team won the 2002 College Bowl National Championship Tournament at California State University-Los Angeles in April, marking the third straight year and the fifth time in seven years that Michigan has won the championship.  Michigan is the winningest team in College Bowl history.  

•  The U-M's Waste Management and Recycling Services collected more than 18,000 pounds of items left by students at residence halls after the annual move-out in April, including 8,434 pounds of clothes, 1,706 pounds of shoes, 2,536 pounds of food and toiletries, 4,199 pounds of household items, and 1,380 pounds of bedding.  The items were donated to Purple Heart, Food Gatherers, Knit Wits, Fairy Godparents, C.S. Mott Children's Hospital, and the Ann Arbor District Library.

Faculty/Staff

•  Robert Bartlett, professor of general surgery and chief, Division of Critical Care, has received the Medallion for Scientific Achievement, the highest honor in surgery in America, from the American Surgical Association.  He was recognized for his contributions to the care of the critically ill patient and specifically for developing Continuous Hemofiltration for the treatment of kidney failure and Extracorporeal Life Support.  These techniques use artificial organs—heart, lung, and kidney—to sustain life of critically ill patients, allowing their own injured organs to recover.  The techniques developed at the Medical School are used worldwide, saving the lives of thousands of patients each year.

•  Rowena G. Matthews, professor of biological chemistry and research in biophysics, and Richard E. Nisbett, the Theodore M. Newcomb Distinguished University Professor of Psychology and co-director of the Culture and Cognition Program, have been elected to the National Academy of Sciences.  Of the academy's 1,907 active members, 24 are from the U-M.

•  Three U-M professors have been elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences:  Bernard W. Agranoff, professor of biological chemistry and of psychiatry and senior research scientist in mental health; Rebecca J. Scott, professor of history; and Sheldon H. Danziger, professor of social work and of public policy. 

•  Rodney C. Ewing, professor of nuclear engineering and radiological sciences; Yu Xie, the Frederick G. L. Huetwell Professor of Sociology and Statistics; and Charles F. Yocum, the Alfred S. Sussman Collegiate Professor of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology, have won Guggenheim Fellowship awards. 

•  Linda Gregerson, professor of English, will receive an Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.  The literature prize honors both emerging and established writers of drama, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.  Gregerson has written three books of poetry and two nonfiction books. Her poems have been published in such periodicals as The Atlantic Monthly, TriQuarterly, Poetry, Kenyon Review, and Ploughshares.

•  Dana Muir, associate professor of business law, was named to the U.S. Department of Labor’s Advisory Council on Employee Welfare and Pension Plans. The council makes recommendations to the Department of Labor on current employee benefit issues.  Muir has taught at the Business School since 1993. Her research focuses on private-sector employee benefit plans.

•  Rick Lempert, director of the Life Sciences, Values and Society Program (LSVSP), has accepted a position as division director for the Social and Economic Sciences at the National Science Foundation, effective June 5.  Lempert will continue as director of the LSVSP, returning regularly to campus to organize activities. 

•  At the University Musical Society's (UMS) Ford Honors Program honoring Marilyn Horne May 11, UMS ticket office manager Michael Gowing received the UMS Distinguished Service Award in recognition of his 31 years of loyalty, service, and dedication to the organization.

•  The City of Ann Arbor Historic District Commission presented its Preservation Project of the Year Award to the Nichols Arboretum May 13 in recognition of moving and rehabilitating the James D. Reader, Jr. Urban Environmental Education Center. 

Sports
•  Softball pitcher Marissa Young was named Big Ten Pitcher of the Year.  Other All-Big Ten first team honors went to Kelsey Kollen at second base, Stefanie Volpe at third base and Monica Schock at catcher.

•  Reggie McKenzie, who played for the Wolverines 1969-71 and was an All-America guard, will be inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame this year.  He founded the Reggie McKenzie Foundation, which annually helps more than 600 Detroit youth with athletics and academics.

•  The U-M Athletic Department has moved into fourth place in the 2001-02 Sears Directors' Cup overall standings, based on fall and winter NCAA Championships.  Standings are based on points awarded for finishes in NCAA competition for all varsity sports and reflect the overall quality of our athletic programs.

Event

•  The Residential College and Nichols Arboretum will present eight performances of Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" at the Arboretum June 13-23.  The production is part of the Arts in the Arb program, which celebrates different ways people view and interact with the natural environment.
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