JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

2005

Students

• University of Michigan Law School students are working with medical professionals to help low-income families with legal issues, such as applying for cash assistance and dealing with landlords of substandard housing.  The Pediatric Advocacy Clinic, one of the first law school-connected, medical-legal collaborative clinics of its kind in the nation, offers advice and representation to those in need.  Students work with Clinic faculty to develop relationships with doctors, nurses, and social workers in several pediatric settings.  Students also help healthcare providers better advise and advocate for their patients.  

• Andres Clarens and Tanya Gallegos, doctoral candidates in Civil and Environmental Engineering, took the top two awards in the Technical Paper Competition at the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers’ 2005 National Technical and Career Conference (NTCC) in Dallas, Texas.  Clarens’s paper, “Comparison of Vegetable and Petroleum Base Oils in Metalworking Fluids Delivered in Aqueous and Carbon Dioxide Carriers,” earned First Place.  Gallegos’s paper, “Reactive Ferrous Sulfide/Ferric Oxide Multi-Layer Films for Remediation of Arsenic Contaminated Groundwater,” took Second Place.  More than 85 Hispanic graduate engineering students submitted entries for the competition.  The NTCC is the premier annual conference for Hispanic engineering students and professionals.

• Cindy Veenstra, a doctoral student in Industrial and Operations Engineering, has been elected Fellow of the American Society for Quality (ASQ), the world’s leading professional association in quality improvement. Veenstra was cited for promoting reliability engineering in her career and for her leadership in guiding the Ann Arbor and Phoenix Sections of ASQ.

• Yunseok Heo, a doctoral student in Biomedical Engineering, was awarded one of only 34 academic grants from the nonprofit Association for Laboratory Automation (ALA) to present his work at ALA’s LabAutomation 2005 in San Jose, California.  The international LabAutomation is an annual conference and exhibition of technologies that provides information on emerging lab technologies, includes educational curricula for a variety of fields, leverages cross-industry perspectives, and showcases today’s most pressing laboratory issues.  Only a limited number of scientists and engineers from around the globe are selected to present their work. 
• U-M’s newest solar car, a three-wheeled racing machine, was unveiled at the North American International Auto Show on January 15. Michigan’s solar cars are built from the ground up, giving students experience in all aspects of car development. “Team Momentum,” Michigan’s 2005 solar car team, made space-age improvements to the car’s body and mechanical equipment.  Improvements included a real-time computer operating system that employs the same architecture used in military helicopters, and wheel covers that improve the vehicle’s aerodynamics and open cooling during breaking and clearance for wide-radius turns. 

• Alumnus Matt Letscher landed a leading role in the widely acclaimed performance of Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s “The Rivals,” an 18th-century British comedy of manners directed by Mark Lamos.  The production ran at the Vivian Beaumont Theater in New York City’s Lincoln Center, through January 23.  Letscher’s big role before “The Rivals” was on the sitcom “Good Morning, Miami,” which had a two-year run on NBC.  

• U-M Dearborn undergraduate student, Jennifer Cerasuolo, has launched an effort to preserve and maintain an old cemetery in Huron Township as part of a classroom assignment.   Cerasuolo was one of 60 students and community members who took part in the one-credit seminar series nicknamed “Graveyards 101” at U-M Dearborn last summer.  The course was planned as a series of lectures to offer entertainment and education for the public.  Students were allowed to register and receive one credit hour for attending the lectures, completing assigned reading, and writing a paper based on information found in local graveyards.  

• Kinesiology senior Nate Brannen of the U-M men’s track and field team registered the second-fastest indoor mile in collegiate history, missing the record by just 0.11 seconds, at the Reebok Boston Indoor Games.  Brannen ran his personal best, 3:55.11, to finish fifth among the 12-man international field, shaving 2.85 seconds from his previous best in the event.  His performance fell just shy of the 31-year-old collegiate record held by North Carolina’s Tony Waldrop.  

• To raise funds for Mott Children’s Hospital, U-M student-athletes showcased their artistic creativity during Mock Rock, a lip-sync competition among Wolverine athletes, at the Michigan Theater.  Student-athletes from ice hockey, football, men and women’s gymnastics, volleyball, men’s and women’s track and field, field hockey, water polo, wrestling, women’s rowing, women and men’s swimming and diving, and women’s golf competed at the event.  The Mock Rock effort resulted in a check for $10,000 made payable to the Champions for Children fundraising campaign to build a new C.S. Mott Children's Hospital. 

Faculty and Staff

• The U-M Medical School has appointed Sally A. Camper the new Chair of the Department of Human Genetics, the oldest academic department of human genetics in the United States.  In addition to serving as department chair, Camper will be the James V. Neel Professor in Human Genetics.  

• Gary Was, College of Engineering Associate Dean for Research and Professor of Nuclear Engineering and Radiological Sciences and of Materials Science and Engineering, received the Outstanding Achievement Award from the Materials Science and Technology Division of the American Nuclear Society.  The award recognizes individuals who have made unique or sustained outstanding achievements in the field of materials science and technology contributing to the development of nuclear energy.  

• Myron Gutmann, Director of the Institute for Social Research’s Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research and Professor of History, and Senior Research Scientist in ISR’s Population Studies Center, has been named President of the Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) for a two-year term beginning January 1.  COSSA is a national advocacy organization supported by more than 100 professional associations, scientific societies, universities, and research institutions.  

• Marvin Parnes, Associate Vice President for Research and Executive Director of Research Administration, has been elected Chair of the Ann Arbor Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors for 2005.  Parnes has been a member of the Board since 2000.  

• Deborah Smith Pollard, Associate Professor of Humanities and Director of the African and African-American Studies Program at University of Michigan-Dearborn, was named “Gospel Announcer of the Year” at the 20th Annual Stellar Gospel Music Awards on January 15, in the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, Texas.  The prestigious Stellar Gospel Music Awards Show, the Grammy’s of gospel music, is the longest running televised gospel awards show in the world.  In November 2004, Professor Pollard celebrated her 10th Anniversary with FM 98 WJLB, Clear Channel Radio Detroit, as the host of her popular weekly gospel show, “Strong Inspirations.”  She is highly regarded in Detroit and across the country as one of the foremost authorities on gospel music, and, for 22 years, has produced gospel concerts including The McDonald’s GospelFest and the Motor City PraiseFest in collaboration with “Watts Up, Inc.”

• Jan Hu, Associate Professor in Orthodontic and Pediatric Dentistry, was the recipient of the Gies Award for best paper published in the Journal of Dental Research.  Hu won the award for his article, “Amelogeninp.M1T and p.W4S Mutations Underlying Hypoplastic X-linked Amelogenesis Imperfecta,” which appeared in the May 2004 issue of the publication. The article explores the genes and mutations that cause defects in the formation of dental hard tissues, as well as mutations that cause some teeth not to develop at all.  James Simmer, Associate Professor of Dentistry, Prosthodontics/Biologic and Materials Sciences, collaborated with Hu.

• The Ann Arbor Jaycees has announced that three U-M staff members will serve on the organization’s Board of Directors for 2005.  Sue Faust, Architect in Plant Extension-Architecture and Engineering Services, will serve as President.  Beth Hill, Concentration Advisor in LSA and the School of Natural Resources and Environment’s Program in the Environment; and Jen Bodzin, Manager of the Michigan Center for Genomics and Public Health will serve as Vice Presidents.  

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The U-M Board of Regents approved construction of an academic building at the corner of South Thayer and Washington streets that will serve as the permanent home for three programs in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts.  The 60,000-square-foot building will house the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures, the Frankel Center for Judaic Studies, and the Department of Near Eastern Studies.  The three programs are among six from LSA currently located in the Frieze Building.  Funding for the project will come from the Office of the Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, LSA, and investment proceeds.  

• The U-M Board of Regents approved plans for the new $137-million North Quad Residential and Academic Complex.  The living-learning hall will feature innovative communications technology as well as 500 student beds arranged in suites.  This will be the first new residence hall built at U-M since 1967.  The complex, at the corner of State and Huron streets, will also house the School of Information, Communication Studies, Film and Video Studies, and a language resource center.  A dining hall, café, classrooms, auditorium, music rehearsal rooms, exhibit spaces, and video conferencing alcoves are also included in the plan.  North Quad is expected to open in 2008, and will be aimed at sophomores, juniors, and seniors.  

• The nation’s only Life Sciences Orchestra (LSO) kicked off its fifth season in January with a concert of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Gustav Mahler at Hill Auditorium.  The LSO was founded in the spirit of U-M’s Life Sciences Initiative, and seeks to encourage scientists and health professionals to work together, overcoming the traditional boundaries between academic disciplines and units in the basic sciences, health sciences, health care, engineering, social science, and the humanities.  The LSO brings together University faculty, staff, students, volunteers, and alumni from the medical, health, and life science areas, giving them an outlet for their musical talents and a chance to interact with one another across academic boundaries.  

• The School of Natural Resources and Environment recently renovated the U-M Dana Building with recycled material and composting toilets, and installed solar panels on the roof to provide some of the electricity the building uses on a daily basis.  The Dana Building will now be getting more energy from windmills.  Over the next two years, the energy will come through Renewable Choice Energy from wind farms, avoiding the pollution that comes from other sources of energy, like coal or gas.  

• On January 14, the Huygens Probe, launched from the Cassini spacecraft on December 23, landed on the Saturn moon, Titan.  Its life expectancy was expected to be minutes, but Titan kept sending data to Earth for three hours.  Part of its success was due to the hardiness of the Gas Chromagraph Mass Spectrometer, an instrument built in part by engineers at the U-M Space Physics Research Laboratory. Sushil Atreya, Professor of Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Space Sciences and Director of the Planetary Science Laboratory, and Research Scientist Emeritus George Carignan will be working on deciphering Huygens’ data. 

• The U-M School of Art and Design’s “2004 Faculty Exhibition” was on display through February 9 at the Jean Slusser Gallery.  The first collective showing of the school’s full-time faculty since 1997, the display featured more than 100 works, comprising paintings, prints, photography, and ceramics. 

• The U-M School of Music presented the annual Collage Concert at Hill Auditorium, January 21 and 22.  Faculty and students have come together since 1977 to create this fast-paced display of some of the School’s most impressive and unique talents.  The Collage format highlights short excerpts, ranging in length from two to four minutes, from a variety of pieces played by different performers.  This year, in addition to the University’s band, orchestra, and choir, the program featured an electric violinist, a bassoon ensemble, and a dance scene from “A Chorus Line.”  

• Scientists at U-M’s Comprehensive Cancer Center (CCC) and the National Cancer Institute have identified genes that promote the growth and recurrence of skin cancer.  Andrzej Dlugosz, Professor of Dermatology and Scientific Director of CCC’s Cutaneous Oncology Program, and colleagues at U-M and the National Cancer Institute examined the functions of the Hedgehog signaling pathway in basal cell carcinoma (most common form of cancer), and uncovered a subset of tumor cells that were resistant to inhibition of the Hedgehog pathway.  The new finding has important implications for the treatment of this widespread disease.  

• Throughout Winter Term 2005, the U-M is sponsoring a comprehensive semester-long focus on Middle Eastern people, cultures, and languages.  With involvement from the University Musical Society, three U-M museums and community institutions, the theme semester will include special courses, concerts, exhibits, lectures, and other events while highlighting international experts from U-M and around the world.  

• The 18th annual Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Symposium at U-M – the largest and most comprehensive such observance in academia – presented dozens of special lectures, concerts, exhibits, and other events under the theme “…but we have not learned The Simple Art of Living Together.”  The 2005 Symposium keynote address was given by Henry Cisneros, the first Latino mayor of a major U.S. city (San Antonio, Texas), and Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development under President William J. Clinton.  The Symposium was closed by New York Times Book Review best-selling author Walter Mosley, who gave remarks on “Bearing Witness.”
• The Toyota USA Foundation has provided a $150,000 grant to the U-M College of Engineering in support of the College’s 2005 Summer Engineering Academy, a program that reaches out to middle and high school minority students throughout the U.S.  The Toyota USA Foundation is a $40 million charitable endowment created by the auto company to enrich educational programs for K-12 students in America.  

 • More than 500 books, 34 photograph albums, and approximately 3,700 postcards related to transportation have been presented to U-M’s Transportation History Collection of the Special Collections Library.  The items are from the collection of the late Douglas Pappas, a 1985 U-M Law School magna cum laude graduate.  Pappas’ collection of transportation materials, donated to U-M by his mother Carolyn Reed Pappas of Eastchester, N.Y., reflected his love of the old roads built during the first half of the 20th century.  He was President of the New York chapter of the Lincoln Highway Association, an organization established (in 1911 and active through the mid-1930s, before being reinstituted in 1992) to conserve and preserve the history and legacy of the Highway.  The Highway’s route traveled from New York to San Francisco, and parts of it remain in use today.
• With the assistance of a  $5,000 grant from the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning, the U-M Department of Public Safety (DPS) added two radar units to measure the speed of vehicles and identify those disobeying posted speed limits. Certified unit trainers from other police agencies helped train the U-M officers.  Other recent additions to DPS include two motorcycles in 2004, and a canine program in 2002.  

• The U-M Dearborn and Michigan Television (the University’s public broadcasting service) partnered to preview a new PBS documentary entitled, “Auschwitz: Inside the Nazi State.”  The six-hour television series is a chronological portrait of Auschwitz, the site of the greatest mechanized mass murder in history.  This was the first time that Michigan Television and U-M Dearborn collaborated on an event of this type.

Rankings and Awards

• The U-M C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital was the only hospital in Michigan to be ranked among the nation’s best children’s hospitals, according to a comprehensive national survey released by Child Magazine.  The results of the highly-competitive eight-month survey also place two specialty areas at Mott Hospital among the 10 best in the nation, with orthopedics ranking fifth and cardiac care raking seventh.  
• The Council for Advancement and Support of Education’s fifth district (CASE V), comprising six Midwestern states, awarded U-M’s College of Engineering 150th anniversary website the Silver Award for individual web page or section during the first “Pride of CASE V” awards program in Chicago.  School of Art & Design student Addam Wassel, former designer Mark Nystrom, editor Bill Clayton, and director of Publications Byron Roberts collaborated on the project.  

• The U-M Health System (UMHS) was named one of the 10 Premier Healthcare Employers in the country for 2005 by the Premier Workplaces organization.  UMHS was recognized for its outstanding people practices and innovative human resources programs that attract and retain diverse talents.  Premier Workplaces cited the following reasons for UMHS’ standing as an exemplary and desirable workplace:  their total rewards compensation philosophy; employee and career development programs; commitment to diversity; focus on a family-friendly workplace and positive work-life balance; wellness programs to promote healthy lifestyles for employees; retirement plan options and financial planning assistance; Employee Assistance Program; and openness, especially on the part of senior leadership to staff input regarding institutional processes, policies and practices.

