April 2005 Highlights

Students

• LSA senior Christopher Hayward has been selected as one of only 11 students in the U.S. to receive the prestigious Churchill Scholarship for the 2005–2006 academic year.  Hayward, who studies mathematics, physics, and astronomy, will attend Churchill College at Cambridge University.  The Churchill Scholarship is sponsored by the Winston Churchill Foundation of the United States to encourage the exchange of knowledge and the sharing of ideas in science and technology between the United States and Great Britain.  It covers full tuition and fees, and a substantial allowance for living and travel expenses.
• Kamaldev Raghavan, a doctoral student in the Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering department, has received a $25,000 fellowship from the Link Foundation.  Raghavan received the Ocean Engineering and Instrumentation Fellowship for the 2005–2006 academic year to develop an effective ocean energy conversion device.  The Link Foundation, established in 1953 by Edwin A. and Marion C. Link, supports programs that foster the theoretical basis, practical knowledge, and application of energy, simulation, and ocean engineering and instrumentation research.  It awards several types of fellowships and grants, including two-year fellowships of $25,000 annually for doctoral students.

• Current magazine named chemical engineering senior Wei Gu to Vanguard 2005, the honor roll of 15 undergraduates nationwide who Current predicts will one day lead the country in their respective fields. Current, which is published in cooperation with Newsweek, looks for the most charismatic leaders, innovative minds, and talented individuals in assembling their Vanguard list.  Earlier in the year, Gu took the top prize in the undergraduate division of the 2004 Collegiate Inventors Competition for development of a simple but robust microfluidic device that, in essence, acts as a miniature plumbing system, complete with microscopic pumps, valves, pipes and mixing chambers.

• A broadly interdisciplinary team of more than 50 students is building a 700-square-foot solar-powered house that can meet the basic power needs of a small home as well as a small car.  The Michigan Solar House Project, or MiSo, is U-M’s entry among a field of 18 competitors, from the U.S., Puerto Rico, and Spain, in a national solar house design contest sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy. One of the contest’s primary goals is to develop self-sufficient, solar-powered homes that will appeal to average homeowners. This is U-M’s first year of participation in the contest, which began in 2002.

• Sophomore David Zhen was among 60 undergraduates from around the nation invited to present results of their independent research in science, engineering, and mathematics in Washington, D.C.  Zhen presented his work on neuroblastoma, a neurological childhood cancer.  He is conducting this research in the laboratory of Neurology Professor Eva Feldman, under direct supervision of Tracy Schwab, Research Investigator in U-M’s Department of Neurology.  Their collaboration is part of the University’s Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program.

• Music School freshman Paul Scholten won second prize in the Junior Division of the Irma M. Cooper Vocal Competition held in Columbus, Ohio.  Scholten was the youngest Junior Division competitor.  Recent Music alumna Shaina Taelman took first place in the same Division.  

• Recent Music School alumna Mei-Ann Chen won First Prize in Denmark’s Nicolai Malko Conducting Competition, one of the oldest and most prestigious international conducting contests.
• Ross School of Business students Nick Cucinelli and Adam Borden won first place in a national field of 25 teams at the sixth annual Wake Forest MBA Elevator Competition held April 2 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  Cucinelli and Borden received cash and professional legal and marketing services totaling $50,000, and one or more meetings with venture capital firms with the possibility of funding for their business plan for DuraPower, a company with a compact, portable fuel cell that uses propane and is designed for outdoor enthusiasts.  They were coached and sponsored by the Samuel Zell & Robert H. Lurie Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies.

• U-M Astronomy and Physics alumnus Robert Dempsey was named one of NASA’s nine new flight directors, joining the elite group of individuals who lead human space flights from Mission Control, Houston.  His is the second largest class ever selected, and brings the number of active Space Shuttle and International Space Station flight directors to 30.  Flight directors have the overall responsibility to manage and carry out Space Shuttle flights and International Space Station expeditions.  

• The U-M Athletic Department and its student-athletes hosted the inaugural Super Athlete Field Day at Crisler Arena, where Ann Arbor-area special education students and their teachers met with approximately 100 student-athletes from 15 Michigan teams.  Each team set up its own station where the student-athletes interacted with their guests, demonstrated their sports, and signed autographs.  Senior track members DarNell Talbert and Craig Theissen organized the day, and plan to help make Super Athlete Field Day an annual event.  

• U-M alumnus and former Wolverine quarterback Tom Brady hosted NBC Television’s “Saturday Night Live” on April 16.  “Saturday Night Live,” a comedy variety show in its 30th season, is routinely hosted by prominent personalities, such as actors, musicians, athletes, and politicians.  Brady has guided the New England Patriots to three Super Bowl titles during his five-year career.  He claimed the Pete Rozelle MVP award in both the 2002 and 2004 Super Bowl games.  Brady compiled a 20-5 record as a two-year starter for the Michigan Wolverines in 1998 and 1999, and led U-M to a Big Ten co-championship and Citrus Bowl win in 1998.  Brady then helped guide the Wolverines to their first-ever Bowl Championship Series berth in 1999, winning a thrilling 35-34 overtime game over Alabama.  

Faculty and staff

• At their April meeting, the U-M Board of Regents appointed Sally J. Churchill Vice President and Secretary of the University, effective May 1.  Churchill formerly served as U-M Assistant General Counsel.  Additionally, Churchill is an Adjunct Professor in the Program in the Environment (LSA) and the School of Public Health, where she teaches environmental law.  As Vice President and Secretary, she will serve as a liaison between the Board of Regents, the University community and public, and will work with individuals throughout the University and wider community to further institutional goals.  

• Pending approval by the Board of Regents, Kenneth Warner has been named the sixth dean of the School of Public Health, effective July 1.  Warner is the Avedis Donabedian Distinguished University Professor of Public Health and founding Director of the U-M Tobacco Research Network.  Recently he served as the World Bank's representative to negotiations that led to the World Health Organization's health treaty, the unprecedented Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.
• The U-M Health System has appointed Deborah Childs their Chief Human Resources officer.  Childs has been serving as interim Human Resources Administrator since April 2004.  Her responsibilities include directing Health System human resources, occupational and health promotion programs, and the Program for Multicultural Health.

• Six U-M faculty have been elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, a prestigious society that recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions in scholarly and professional fields. The new honorees give the University a total of 65 fellows to the Cambridge, Massachusetts-based academy, which was founded in 1780.  The new U-M members are:

· Rebecca M. Blank, Dean of the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and Henry Carter Adams Collegiate Professor of Public Policy, Professor of Public Policy, and Professor of Economics;

· Nancy Burns, Henry Simmons Frieze Collegiate Professor, Warren E. Miller Collegiate Professor of Political Science, and Professor of Political Science; Director and Research Professor at the Center for Political Studies and Co-Principal Investigator of the American National Election Survey at the U-M Institute for Social Research;
· David Ginsburg, James V. Neel Distinguished University Professor of Internal Medicine and Human Genetics, Warner-Lambert/Parke-Davis Professor of Medicine, Professor of Human Genetics, and Research Professor in the Life Sciences Institute;
· Conrad Kottak, Professor and Chair of Anthropology; 
· Catharine MacKinnon, Elizabeth A. Long Professor of Law and Professor of Law;
· Rowena Matthews, G. Robert Greenberg Distinguished University Professor, Department of Biological Chemistry; Professor of Chemistry; Research Professor in the Life Sciences Institute and in the Biophysics Research Division.  
• Four U-M faculty were among 186 newly announced Guggenheim Fellows, who are recognized for distinguished achievement in the past and exceptional promise for future accomplishment.  The 2005 Guggenheim Fellowship winners—whose awards will total $7.1 million, collectively—include artists, scholars, and scientists selected from a field of more than 3,000 applicants. Since 1925, the Foundation has granted almost $240 million in Fellowships to more than 15,500 individuals.  The new U-M fellows are:

· Kent Berridge, Professor of Psychology; 

· Susan Botti, Assistant Professor of Music Composition; 

· Judith Irvine, Professor of Anthropology; 

· Gary Saxonhouse, Professor of Economics.

• Wendy Woods, Associate Director of the Michigan Community Scholars Program, received the Outstanding Staff Member Award from the U-M Ginsberg Center.  The Award is given to a university staff member who has demonstrated excellence in providing, developing, or sustaining opportunities for engaging students in community service/social action and learning.  The award was presented at the Ginsberg Awards ceremony on Thursday, March 31, in the Michigan Union Pendleton Room.  It comes with $100 to donate to the community agency or campus organization of the recipient’s choice.  Woods will donate the $100 to the Washtenaw County African American Historical Museum at the David Byrd Center.

• Philip D. Gingerich—Ermine Cowles Case Collegiate Professor of Paleontology; Director and Curator of the Museum of Paleontology; and Professor of Geological Sciences, Ecology, and Evolutionary Biology—and colleagues at the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency announced the successful excavation of an unusually complete and well-preserved skeleton of the 40 million-year-old fossil whale “Basilosaurus isis.”  The new skeleton, which is 18 meters (50 feet) long, was found in Wadi Hitan in the Western Sahara of Egypt.  The first Basilosaurus fossil was found in 1905, but no full skeleton has been discovered until now.

• Katherine Supiano, Clinical Social Worker in the U-M Geriatrics Center, Turner Geriatric Clinic, was named the 2005 Social Worker of the Year by the U-M Health System Department of Social Work.  The award, called the Beverly Jean Howard Award for Excellence in Social Work, is given in the name of a colleague who died in September 2002.  Supiano is recognized for providing the highest quality in patient care, demonstrating strong leadership skills, and being devoted to colleagues and patients.  

• OccuLogix, Inc. has appointed Gilbert S. Omenn, Professor of Internal Medicine, Human Genetics, and Public Health, to its Board of Directors.  OccuLogix is a health care company that brings innovative and evidenced-based medical therapies to the market.  

• Paul Lichter—F. Bruce Fralick Professor of Ophthalmology; Chair of the Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences; and Director of the W.K. Kellogg Eye Center—was the recipient of the 2005 A. Edward Maumenee Award for Distinguished Services.  The Pan-American Association of Ophthalmology presents the award to individuals who have contributed to continuing education for ophthalmologists, the prevention of blindness, and the promotion of scientific and cultural exchange among ophthalmologists in the western hemisphere.  Lichter received the award in March at the XXV Pan-American Congress in Santiago, Chile.  

• The Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine presented Matthew Boulton— Professor of Epidemiology; Associate Dean of Public Health; Director of the U-M Bioterrorism Preparedness Initiative—with its 2005 F. Marian Bishop Outstanding Educator of the Year award.  The award is given for outstanding contributions to teaching and education in preventive medicine and public health.  

• The Michigan Council of Nurse Practitioners named Susanne Quallich, of the U-M Department of Urology and School of Nursing, its Nurse Practitioner of the Year.  She is one of only 38 nurse practitioners in the country with a specialty certification in urology.  

• Matthew Howard, Professor of Social Work and Psychiatry, is Vice-President elect of the Society for Social Work and Research.  His term begins in January 2006.

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The Board of Regents approved a $498 million state-of-the-art building project to replace the facility that currently houses the women’s and children’s hospitals, and appointed the architectural firm of HKS Architects for the project.  The one-million-square-foot U-M C.S. Mott Children’s and Women’s Hospital Replacement Project will meet increasing patient demand and accommodate future research, education, and clinical care innovations. It will be funded through philanthropy and hospital reserves.

• The U-M announced the creation of the Michigan Nanotechnology Institute for Medicine and the Biological Sciences.  The Institute will merge academic expertise and institutional resources across the university to develop and market applications for nanotechnology in medicine, the biological sciences and the environment.  

• The U-M is establishing a new 10,500 square-foot U-M Detroit Center on the ground floor of Orchestra Place.  The facility, set to open in fall 2005, will provide a home for dozens of longstanding programs while opening the door to increased or expanded U-M involvement with the community.  Eighteen U-M units will participate in the Center.  The facility will provide offices and space for classes, meetings, exhibitions, lectures, and collaborative work while serving as a home base for students and faculty working on projects in Detroit.

• The U-M Medical School remains in the top 10 of the nation’s 124 fully accredited medical schools, according to the annual “Best Graduate Schools” rankings for 2005 released by U.S. News & World Report.  The Medical School, ranked consistently in the top 10 for five years, is one of only three medical schools affiliated with public universities to be placed in the top 10. 
• The U-M Health System was one of eight facilities across the country honored by Hospitals for a Healthy Environment for environmental stewardship.  UMHS received the 2005 Environmental Leadership Award for reducing waste, virtually eliminating mercury, and minimizing the use of toxic products.  Hospitals for a Healthy Environment is an organization devoted to environmental sustainability in health care.  

• Michigan Radio, the public radio station of the University of Michigan, was named the Public Broadcasting Station of the Year 2004–2005 by the Michigan Association of Broadcasters. 

• The U-M Zell-Lurie Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies was ranked among the top 50 institutions nationwide in teaching entrepreneurship by Entrepreneur magazine.  U-M was ranked in the comprehensive category of institutions offering the widest variety of resources.  

• The University of Michigan is recognized in Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education's ranking of “Top Grad Schools & Programs for Hispanics” (April 11, 2005) as the seventh-best school for Hispanic doctoral students in the U.S., and the Ross School as ninth-best business school for Hispanic MBAs.
• The U-M Law School’s Michigan Law Review (MLR) has joined the prestigious database of JSTOR, the national digitized library of scholarly journals.  The U-M Law Library contributed a full run of MLR for the project.  MLR is one of only five student-edited law journals in JSTOR, in addition to student-edited law journals from Columbia, Stanford, Virginia, and Yale universities.  JSTOR was established as an independent not-for-profit organization in 1995 to help the scholarly community take advantage of advances in information technologies.
• The U-M Exhibit Museum of Natural History was awarded a $5,500 grant from the Public Outreach Program of the Michigan Space Grant Consortium to fund a project with science students at Ypsilanti High School, who will produce a script for a new planetarium show on “Hydrogen: The First Element.”  In fall 2005, the students will conduct research on hydrogen and develop ideas for the script, and will visit the U-M campus and an industry site to learn about practical applications of research.

Capital Campaign

• Alumnus Fred Erb and his wife Barbara have provided a $10 million gift to significantly enhance the research and education initiatives of the University of Michigan’s Frederick A. and Barbara M. Erb Institute for Global Sustainable Enterprise.  The program is a partnership between the Stephen M. Ross School of Business and the School of Natural Resources and Environment.  The $10 million gift builds upon two earlier gifts of $5 million each from the Erbs, representing the largest known commitment to a university for interdisciplinary teaching and research in the area of global sustainable enterprise.  This field explores how organizations throughout the world can achieve long-term success by harmonizing economic, environmental, and social interests.

Events

• U-M/Ann Arbor Spring Commencement 2005:

-- Graduating senior Justin Stoney gave the student address at spring commencement.  Stoney’s activities at the University included being the U-M Shipman Society Vice President, Musical Theatre Department Student Council President, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society Member, Phi Sigma Theta Honor Society Member, Delta Epsilon Iota Honor Society Member, and a Golden Key Honor Society Member.

-- John Seely Brown, former Chief Scientist of Xerox Corp. and Director of its Palo Alto Research Center, and a leading contemporary thinker on the influence of technology on modern life, was the speaker at spring commencement on April 30 in Michigan Stadium.  At Commencement, he received an honorary doctor of science degree.   


-- Other honorary degree recipients included: U-M alumnus Henry W. Bloch, founder of H&R Block (doctor of laws); physicist Mildred Dresselhaus, Institute Professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (doctor of science); Bruce S. McEwen, the Alfred E. Mirsky Professor and Head of the Hatch Laboratory of Neuroendocrinology at The Rockefeller University (doctor of science); Margaret Ann (Ranny) Riecker, philanthropist and longtime supporter of higher education and the education of women (doctor of laws); and Glenn E. “Bo” Schembechler, former U-M football coach and athletic director (doctor of  laws).

• On April 12, the University celebrated the 50th anniversary of the historic announcement by U-M’s Dr. Thomas Francis, Jr., that the new Salk polio vaccine was safe and effective.  To recognize this landmark in public health and to acknowledge Francis’ leadership of the massive field trials to test the vaccine, the University awarded the newly created Thomas Francis, Jr. Medal in Global Public Health to Dr. William Foege, who played a key role in pioneering a strategy to eradicate smallpox in the 1970s.  A brief video of highlights from the 1955 announcement was shown and then a distinguished panel of experts discussed the greatest public health challenges still facing the world.

