June Highlights 2005

Admissions

• Preliminary figures for admission of new freshmen show that U-M/Ann Arbor can likely expect another large freshman class in the fall.  And, included in that incoming class will be a significantly greater number of minority students, reversing a drop in African American enrollment that occurred last year after the undergraduate admissions process was revised.  First-year student applications processed so far this year total 23,842, an increase of 12 percent over the same time last year, including significant increases for every minority group.  As of May 15, a total of 6,597 students had paid enrollment deposits, an increase of 0.4 percent over the same time last year.  Paid deposits are not the same thing as enrollment—some students who pay deposits decide not to enroll each year—but they can be used to track trends from year to year.  In mid-May 2004, 6,571 students had paid deposits, and 6,040 new first-year students enrolled in 2004—U-M’s largest freshman class ever.  Final enrollment figures for 2005 will not be available until October. (http://www.umich.edu/news/index.html?Releases/2005/Jun05/r060605b)

Students

• Ten U-M students joined former President Jimmy Carter and other volunteers in Detroit as part of a statewide initiative to build more than 225 homes in partnership with families in need.  As part of the 22nd annual Jimmy Carter Work Project, the University’s campus chapter of Habitat for Humanity will co-sponsor one of 31 homes planned for Detroit.  The chapter raised more than $10,000, allowing it to attach the University’s name to the “Partnership House” and secure highly coveted volunteer slots.  As U-M students are working in Detroit, several additional projects will be in progress throughout the state, including Benton Harbor.  One of the reasons Michigan was selected for the Carter Work Project was the chance to build in, and help bring new energy to, existing communities and neighborhoods.   

• Two students from the Samuel Zell & Robert H. Lurie Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies at the Stephen M. Ross Business School won the grand prize at the 5th annual Great Lakes Entrepreneur’s Quest (GLEQ) business plan competition.  Graduate students Todd Sullivan and Christie Clark developed an apparel and merchandise marketing company, Spirit Shop Inc, and took home $25,000 in cash, three hours of legal services, and two hours of financial, accounting, and website consulting.  Their new company uses proprietary technology to produce personalized digital printing and embroidery for K-12 school-branded merchandise.  The team also placed first in the regional GLEQ New Business Idea competition earlier this year.  

• Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Space Sciences freshman, Aimee Covert, was among five undergraduate students nationwide to receive a NASA Institute for Advanced Concepts Fellowship to investigate revolutionary ideas for space exploration.  Covert will receive $9,000 to pursue her research.  The intent of the award is to foster mentoring, networking and creativity, and to provide each student an opportunity to exercise responsibility in project management.  

• The University of Michigan M Racing team earned an impressive third place in the category of suspension system design and development at a four-day competition with 139 Formula Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) teams.  They also earned a strong fifth place finish in acceleration, skinpad, and autocross.  The team, which consisted of students from Mechanical Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, and Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, will appear in the November issue of “Road & Track” magazine.  The competition challenged SAE students to conceive, design, and fabricate small formula-style racing cars that can deliver high performance in acceleration, braking, and handling.  The cars also had to be low in cost, easy to maintain, reliable, aesthetically pleasing, comfortable, and make use of common parts.  

• The U-M chapter of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) Mini Baja Team raced to another top 5 finish – the third time in a little over a month.  In the most recent test of skill and machinery, the team finished third in a total field of 130 registered contestants at the SAE Mini Baja Midwest in Troy, Ohio.  The team had finished third in an international field of 73 teams at the May 2005 SAE Mini Baja East and fifth out of 130 registered teams at the June Mini Baja 100.  The team’s overall 2005 season was its best in 10 years, strong enough for second place in the run for the Mike Schmidt Memorial Iron Car award, which is based on the summed results from all three of the American races.  

• The Michigan Mars Rover Team took second place in the undergraduate category at the 2005 RASC-AL Forum, a venue that gives student design teams an opportunity to present revolutionary design projects to peers and representatives from NASA and industry. The U-M team’s project is called “Universal Chassis for Modular Ground Vehicles.”  RASC-AL (Revolutionary Aerospace Systems Concepts – Academic Linkage) is an initiative of NASA and the Universities Space Research Association. 

• Project Power On, a charitable organization run by U-M students, collected used computers and computer parts for low-income families on June 18.  Each family receives free technical support, free Internet service for four months, and a discounted Internet service rate thereafter.  The original intention of the project was to donate 50 computers to 50 low-income families but as the project developed, a mission statement naturally arose from the efforts of everyone involved in the project: a computer in every home.  As of June 6th, 50 computers have been delivered.

• The No. 1-ranked U-M softball team defeated two-time defending champion UCLA 4-1 in 10 innings to claim the teams’ first-ever national championship on June 8 in front of a national television audience on ESPN.  The Wolverines claimed the 52nd national championship in school history and the second for a women’s program when freshman and MVP Samantha Findlay connected for a dramatic three-run home run in the top of the 10th inning to break a 1-1 tie.  Michigan became the first team east of the Mississippi to ever win a NCAA softball championship.

• The U-M softball team will once again do something no other softball team from the Eastern time zone has done — meet the President of the United States at the White House.  Head Coach Carol Hutchins and the rest of the Wolverines will visit Washington to meet President George W. Bush on July 12.  This will be the first U-M women’s team to visit the White House.  The U-M field hockey team won the 2001 NCAA title, but was not invited to meet the President.  The last time a Michigan team met a U.S. president was 1998, after the football team won the national title in 1997 with a 12-0 record.  The last time a U-M team visited a President Bush was 1989, when the U-M men’s basketball team met President George H.W. Bush after winning the NCAA title over Seton Hall.

• U-M softball pitcher and Michigan Engineering undergraduate, Jennie Ritter, capped her record-setting junior season by receiving the 2005 Suzy Favor Female Athlete of the Year Award, the Big Ten’s highest individual honor.  Ritter is just the third Michigan woman to earn the honor and the first since Michigan softball alumna Sara Griffin in 1998.  Nationally, Ritter is only the third softball player to earn the honor, joining Griffin and Northwestern’s Lisa Ishikawa (1984). 

• The College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) has voted U-M fifth-year senior, Lindsey Gallo, ESPN The Magazine Academic All-American of the Year for women’s track and field for the second straight year.  Gallo earned Academic All-America All-District IV first-team honors to advance to the national ballot, and was selected first among 80 finalists on the national ballot.  CoSIDA’s Academic All-America committee selects the honorees for its 2005 national teams, which are comprised of student-athletes who were voted to the ESPN The Magazine academic all-district first-team of their respective districts.  Gallo posted a perfect 4.0 cumulative grade point average in the Ross Business School and a 4.0 in the Master of Accounting program in academic year 2004–2005.  She anchored the Wolverines’ distance medley relay team to a first-place finish at the 2005 NCAA Indoor Championships and earned the sixth All-America honor of her career with a seventh-place finish in the 1,500-meter run at the 2005 NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships, giving her a tie for the most All-America honors in program history. 
Faculty and staff

• University of Michigan President Mary Sue Coleman led a delegation of faculty and administrators to China from June 18 to June 25 to finalize educational collaborations between U-M and several leading Chinese universities.  Coleman also received an honorary degree from Shanghai Jiao Tong University, the second such degree conferred by the 110-year-old institution.  She signed collaborative agreements and discussed opportunities for student, faculty, and research exchange during visits to four top-ranking Chinese institutions: Peking University, Tsinghua University, Fudan University, and Shanghai Jiao Tong University.  

• Pending approval by the Board of Regents, Janet A. Weiss, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and the Mary C. Bromage Collegiate Professor of Organizational Behavior and Public Policy, with faculty appointments in both the Stephen M. Ross School of Business and the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, will become the next Dean of the Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies and Vice Provost for Academic Affairs-Graduate Studies.  Her appointment will be effective August 1.  

• William Gosling, Curator of Children’s Literature at U-M’s Special Collections Library and previous Director of the University Library, has been awarded the 2005 Library and Information Technology Association Award for Outstanding Communication for Continuing Education in Library and Information Science.  The award, sponsored in part by Emerald Group Publishing, confers a citation of merit and a $1,000 prize.  

• Michael J. Imperiale, Professor of Microbiology and Immunology and Chair of the Institutional Biosafety Committee, was named to the National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity.  The Board will provide advice and recommend specific strategies for efficient and effective oversight of federally conducted or supported dual-use biological research, taking into consideration both national security concerns and the needs of the research community.  

• The American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO) has named Allen S. Lichter – Dean of the U-M Medical School, Newman Family Professor of Radiation Oncology, and Professor of Radiation Oncology – as a 2005 Gold Medal winner.  The Gold Medal designation, the highest honor ASTRO awards, recognizes distinguished accomplishments and contributions in the field of radiation oncology.  ASTRO is the largest radiation oncology society in the world, with more than 8,000 members who specialize in treating patients with radiation therapies.  

• Gonçalo Abecasis, Associate Professor of Biostatistics in the U-M School of Public Health, was selected as one of fifteen 2005 Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences by the Pew Charitable Trusts and the University of California at San Francisco (UCSF). Abecasis will receive a $240,000 award to help support his research over a four-year period and joins a unique community of scientists that facilitates collaboration and exchange of ideas.  The program is funded by the Trusts through a grant to UCSF.  

• A team led by Shobha Malviya, Associate Professor of Anesthesiology and Director of Pediatric Research in the Department of Anesthesiology, has received the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation 2005 McDevitt Excellence in Research Award for Physicians for their study, “Can we improve the assessment of discharge readiness? A comparative study of observational and objective measures of depth of sedation in children.” 

• Thomas Gillespie, Research Professor in the U-M Transportation Research Institute-Engineering Research and Adjunct Professor of Mechanical Engineering, was the recipient of the General Motors Technical Education Program Outstanding Distance Learning Faculty Award for 2004.

• Michael J. Flannagan, Research Associate Professor in the U-M Transportation Research Institute, is one of eight recipients of the 2005 Society of Automotive Engineers’ Lloyd L. Withrow Distinguished Speaker Award.  The award—established in 1984, in honor of the late Lloyd L. Withrow, former department head of General Motors Research Laboratories Fuels and Lubricants Department and a noted speaker at many SAE meetings—recognizes those individuals who have received the SAE Oral Presentation Award more than twice. 

• Jay L. Hess was named Chair of the Department of Pathology and the Carl V. Weller Professor of Pathology in the U-M Medical School, effective July 1.  Hess was formerly Professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Director of Hematopathology for the U-Penn Health System, and Co-Director of their Hematopathologic Malignancies Program and Philadelphia’s Abramson Cancer Center.  

• The United States Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches Association has named U-M women’s track and field associate head coach Mike McGuire as the NCAA Mideast Regional Assistant Coach of the Year.  McGuire previously earned NCAA Great Lakes Regional and Big Ten Cross Country Coach of the Year honors in fall 2004.

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The U-M Board of Regents approved the schematic design for a complete renovation of the 75-year-old, 30,600-square-foot Observatory Lodge.  The Division of Kinesiology expects to gain approximately 18,000 net square feet of classroom, office, and research space when they move into the Lodge in fall 2007.  

• U-M scientists have created the nanotechnology equivalent of a Trojan horse to smuggle a powerful chemotherapeutic drug inside tumor cells – increasing the drug’s cancer-killing activity and reducing its toxic side effects.  Previous studies employing cell cultures had suggested that nanotechnology could be an effective vehicle for the delivery of cancer drugs, but this is the first study to show the effectiveness of nanotechnology drug delivery systems in living animals.  The study was directed by James R. Baker, Jr., the Ruth Dow Doan Professor and Director of Biologic Nanotechnology, Professor of Internal Medicine, Chief of the Division of Allergy and Immunology, and Co-Director of the Center for Biomedical Engineering at U-M. 

• The University of Michigan will receive $6.3 million to help develop and test a new way of delivering vaccines.  The U-M Nanotechnology Institute for Medicine and Biological Sciences will receive the Grand Challenges in Global Health Initiative grant, funded chiefly by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  The money will be used to develop and test vaccines that can be delivered using nasal swabs that don't have to be refrigerated and that can be substituted for the traditional method of injection by needle.

• The U-M Institute for the Humanities announced plans to increase its commitment to the visual arts with the development of a storefront gallery in its new facilities at the 202 South Thayer academic building currently under construction, across from the U-M Frieze Building.  The planned space will create a Humanities Institute exhibition gallery that will permit display of museum-quality works of fragile or special construction.  The building, which is expected to be completed by summer 2006, will house the Department of Near Eastern Studies, the Program in Asian Languages and Cultures, the Frankel Center for Judaic Studies and the soon-to-be-established Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, in addition to the Institute for the Humanities.  

• Four U-M research projects focusing on cancer, infertility, lung disease, and multiple sclerosis received funding in the latest round of the Michigan Technology Tri-Corridor Fund competition.  The U-M projects were awarded $5.1 million of the $27.3 million granted to 24 life sciences projects across the state.  The largest award to U-M was for the Proteomics Alliance for Cancer Research – headed by Gilbert Omenn, Professor of Internal Medicine, Human Genetics, and Public Health – which received a $2.4 million grant to continue the work of identifying proteins that can lead to earlier diagnosis, and more targeted and effective treatment of specific kinds of cancers.  The Alliance will apply new technologies for rapidly analyzing proteins found in the blood of plasma and in tumor cells from lung cancer and prostate cancer patients.  

• A new surgical technique offered at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center is helping people with early-stage lung cancer recover more quickly with less pain.  The technique involves removing a portion of the diseased lung without cutting large muscles or spreading open the ribs.  As a result, patients leave the hospital in half the time of conventional lung surgery and can usually return to work in only two weeks.  

Allan Pickens, Clinical Assistant Professor of Surgery, has performed about 20 of the procedures, called thoracoscopic lobectomies, since coming to the University in January.  U-M is one of a select few health centers nationwide offering the procedure.   

• Scientists at the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System and the University of Michigan Medical School have developed a way to block the signals responsible for neuropathic pain.  The secret to their success is found in a virus called herpes simplex or HSV – the same virus that causes cold sores and genital herpes.  The scientists use a disabled form of the virus, called a vector, to deliver genes to the nucleus of neural cells.  The study is the first to demonstrate the successful use of gene transfer technology, using a herpes viral vector, to treat peripheral neuropathic pain in animals.  David J. Fink, the Robert W. Brear Professor of Neurology and Chair of the Department of Neurology in the U-M Medical School and Staff Neurologist at the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, co-directed the research study.  

• The Commission on Art in Public Places for the City of Ann Arbor presented their 5th Annual Golden Paintbrush Award to the ArtRide Project, a collaborative effort of the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority (AATA), the Arts Alliance of the Ann Arbor Area, and Arts at Michigan, a co-curricular program of the U-M dedicated to undergraduate participation in the arts.  Award recipients include Greg Cook, Executive Director of the AATA; Tamara Real, Director of the Arts Alliance; and Lisa Herbert, Director of the Arts at Michigan.  ArtRide consisted of a series of five exhibitions of U-M student artwork onboard AATA buses running from February 2004 to September 2004.  Each on-board exhibition featured work by four student-artists selected through a jury process and ran for six weeks.  In total, 85 students submitted 100 pieces of artwork for consideration.  

• A grant of nearly $100,000 from the U.S. Department of Education will pay for a pilot-project alcohol abuse prevention effort at U-M, underwriting a special alcohol awareness education initiative for the staff of a residence hall.  Using role-playing scenarios, the staff will learn how to talk about alcohol use with students.  The University will survey the hall’s students to see whether their use of alcohol differs from a residence hall where the staff do not get the same training.  A portion of the grant also will support a campus-community alcohol conference, and three subsequent events to continue the discussions. 

• The National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics announced that the University of Michigan placed fourth in the 2004–2005 United States Sports Academy Directors’ Cup Division I final standings.  This achievement continues the Wolverines’ sustained record of excellence in the competition, which is designed to measure a school’s overall athletics program.  Michigan ranked second in 2004, third in 2000, has finished in the top 11 of the Directors’ Cup standings in each of the award’s 12 seasons, and has placed in the top six in each of the last eight seasons—a feat matched only by Stanford and UCLA.

• The University of Michigan and Michigan State University (MSU) have teamed up to help Traverse City redevelop a portion of its waterfront.  The recent demolition of the Traverse City Light & Power Board’s bayside power plant has cleared the way for development on the city’s West Bay.  The U-M Center for Economic Diversification, U-M School of Natural Resources and Environment’s Landscape Architecture Program, and the MSU Small Town/Community Design Initiative and Landscape Architecture program will send students and faculty to help with the effort over the next year.  The city wants to reconnect its downtown with its West Bay waterfront.

Capital Campaign

• The Wolverine football program teamed with the U-M C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital for the second annual U-M Football – Carr’s Wash for Kids sponsored by Michigan International Speedway to benefit the campaign for a new children’s and women’s hospital at the University of Michigan.  The event raised an estimated $9,000, washing 583 cars that came through Michigan Stadium.  

• The 126-year-old University Musical Society (UMS) — the primary presenter at U-M of live performances by national and international music, dance, and theater arts — was one of six art institutions around the country to receive an inaugural Wallace Foundation Excellence Award from the New York-based organization.  The award, which recognizes institutions that have expanded arts participation by finding imaginative ways to broaden, deepen, or diversify their audiences, must be matched by another $1 million raised locally.  UMS will use these funds to increase the Society’s endowment, which currently stands at $6.2 million and has a goal of $10 million.  

• The U-M Museum of Art received a $1 million donation and $1.5 million challenge grant to put them in the homestretch of a fundraising campaign to expand and renovate the Museum’s facilities.  U-M alumnus Marvin Davidson, and his wife Mary, gave the $1 million gift; the Kresge Foundation gave the $1.5 million challenge grant.  The Museum’s expansion and renovations will include a 53,000-square-foot addition with new galleries and improved visitor amenities.  

