AUGUST 2005 HIGHLIGHTS

Students

• LSA student Allison Gorsuch was selected as one of 15 Gilder Lehrman History Scholars from more than 300 undergraduate applicants nationwide.  She spent six weeks this summer at Columbia University for a program that combined historical research, seminars with eminent historians, behind-the-scenes tours of rare archives in New York City, and the opportunity to produce original research resulting from her work.  Founded in 1994, the Gilder Lehrman Institute promotes the study and love of American history.  In addition to the scholars program, it creates history-centered schools and academic research centers, organizes seminars and enrichment programs for educators, produces print and electronic publications and traveling exhibitions, and sponsors lectures by eminent historians.  

• The Bioethics Program and the Program in Society and Medicine at the U-M Medical School announced the winners of the 2005 Paul de Kruif and Alice Hamilton Writing Awards for achievement in bioethics and/or medical humanities.  

* Tanyaporn Wansom, third year medical student, received the Paul de Kruif Award, which is presented annually to a pre-clinical medical student.  Wansom won the award for her submission titled, “Traditional Chinese Medicine: The Construction of an Alternate Health System and World View.” 

* Kirsten Salmeen won the Alice Hamilton Award, which is given annually to a clinical medical student.  She was recognized for her work titled, “Does Medical School Make Students Stop Caring? A Review of the Literature on Medical Student Empathy.”  Salmeen graduated from U-M Medical School in June 2005, and is now a House Officer in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at U-M Women’s Hospital.  

• Russian and East European Studies major, Natasha Beranek, received the 2005 Alfred G. Meyer Prize.  The Meyer Prize, which recognizes distinguished undergraduate research and writing in Russian and East European Studies, honors the memory of U-M political science professor and former director of the U-M Center for Russian and East European Studies. 
• Mother Jones magazine (August 2005) cited the achievements of the U-M Voice Your Vote Campaign in the national election cycle of 2004.  Organized and run entirely by undergraduate and graduate students, U-M Voice Your Vote registered 10,000 new voters – more than any other campus in the country – and produced record youth-voter turnout in Ann Arbor.  

• LSA alumnus Eric Champnella sold his feature film script, “The Undergraduate,” to Screen Gems and will direct the film.  Set at U-M, “The Undergraduate” focuses on a high school nobody who poses as a college student and becomes a big man on campus, while sneaking away to finish his high school classes.  Champnella also directed and co-wrote the TV movie “Mail to the Chief” (2000), and co-wrote “Mr. 3000” (2004) and “Eddie” (1996).  “The Undergraduate” will be his feature directorial debut.

Faculty and staff

• President Mary Sue Coleman received the 2005 ACC Excellence in Education Award from the Arab American and Chaldean Council.  Coleman was recognized for outstanding work and efforts in the area of higher education.  

• Andrea Smith, Assistant Professor of Native American Studies and of Women’s Studies, was one of 40 U.S. women nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize as part of a global initiative sponsored by the Swiss-based organization “1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005.”  The nominated women commit themselves daily to the cause of peace and justice, rebuild what has been destroyed in villages and cities, fight against poverty, and create new sources of income. 

• Denise G. Tate, Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and Director of Research, the Model Spinal Cord Injury Program, the Advanced Rehabilitation Research Program, and Clinical Psychologist in the Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation was named the 2005 John Stanley Coulter Lecturer by the Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.  She is recognized for her professional achievements that have contributed significantly to the field of rehabilitation.  
• Melvin G. McInnis, Professor of Psychiatry in the U-M Medical School and Director of Psychiatry Programs at the University of Michigan Depression Center, was installed June 26 as the first Thomas B. and Nancy Upjohn Woodworth Professor in Bipolar Disorder and Depression.  The professorship was established by an endowment created by Tom and Nancy Upjohn Woodworth of Kalamazoo.  The Woodworth’s $2 million gift will help McInnis develop and implement a number of important research, education, and clinical programs at the U-M Depression Center, including the establishment of a bipolar disorder clinic within the new Rachel Upjohn Building.  The bipolar disorder clinic will provide ongoing treatments for patients with bipolar, as well as consultations at a local and national level.  

• Jon-Kar Zubieta — Associate Professor of Psychiatry, of Radiology, and Associate Research Professor in the Molecular and Behavioral Neurosciences Institute — headed a new study at U-M which provides the first direct evidence that the brain’s own pain-fighting chemicals, called endorphins, play a role in the phenomenon known as the placebo effect, and that this response corresponds with a reduction in feelings of pain.  The study is the first to pinpoint a specific brain chemistry mechanism for a pain-related placebo effect.  

• Lona Mody, Assistant Professor in Internal Medicine and Geriatrics, was named the first T. Franklin Williams Research Scholar Award winner by the American Geriatrics Society.  The two-year, $75,000 award will allow Mody to identify high-risk groups of residents at nursing homes, the pathogens that are prevalent in these populations, and the barriers to effective infection control practices at nursing homes.  The award is intended for academic geriatricians who are conducting research that has applicability to the care provided by sub-specialists of internal medicine.  
• Jonathan C. Edwards — Assistant Professor of Neurology and Director of the Electrodiagnostic Laboratory, the Vagus Nerve Stimulation Program and the Neurology Residency Program — was honored by the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan with the Flame of Hope Advocacy Award.  Edwards received the award for his tireless advocacy on behalf of epilepsy patients, for provision of exceptional care and going above and beyond the role of physician to meet his patients’ needs.

• Avery Demond, Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, received the 2005 GEM Outstanding Alumni in Academia Award in recognition of her outstanding achievements in the field of education.  GEM, the National Consortium for Graduate Degrees for Minorities in Engineering and Science, is a national nonprofit organization whose mission is to enhance the value of the nation’s human capital by increasing the participation of underrepresented minorities (American Indians, African Americans, Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, and other Hispanic Americans) at the master’s degree level in engineering and science.  

•Ann Arbor Mayor John Hieftje began teaching a class of graduate students at the U-M Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy this fall.  The class, which will meet twice a week for 90 minutes, will look at what it takes to get a piece of legislation enacted and how activism affects the process. 
Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The European Union Center at the U-M International Institute has won a three-year $361,993 grant from the European Commission and designation as one of 10 European Union Centers of Excellence in the United States. Under the direction of Sociology Professor Michael Kennedy, the U-M Center of Excellence will offer a series of multidisciplinary research, education, and outreach programs advancing the priorities of the European Commission to broaden awareness and strengthen knowledge about the European Union at U-M.

• The National Institute on Aging, part of the National Institutes of Health, has awarded U-M Health System researchers a five-year, nearly $6.9 million grant for three inter-related projects that aim to increase researchers’ understanding of the aging processes in the inner ear.  One project will look at age-related injuries to the inner ear and whether altering the antioxidant levels in an animal’s diet can influence the progression of age-related hearing loss.  A second will analyze responses of mice to stress during aging and will provide a better understanding of the role of the protection provided by stress pathways.  A third, also studying mice, will look at genetic, cellular and hormonal factors that time the aging process in mice and their role in hearing loss.

• The U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center received a $6 million grant to discover and develop drugs to target cancer cells that currently do not respond to treatments.  The five-year grant from the National Cancer Institute will be used to find drugs that treat different types of cancer and improve cancer patients’ chances of survival and quality of life.  

• The U-M Law Library has introduced its new website: Publications of the University of Michigan Law School Faculty, 1859–present.  The site is a comprehensive historical compilation of the published books, articles, book chapters, essays, introductions, forewords, and book reviews written or edited by the University of Michigan Law faculty and published during each faculty member’s appointment at the Law School.  The website is the first complete bibliographic record on the Internet of the intellectual history of a major law school.  

• The University of Michigan Golf Course was named the third best among college courses according to Golf Digest magazine’s College Golf Guide.  The U-M Golf Course was the highest ranked of four Big Ten sites to make the list.  The ratings were based on design, shot value, resistance to scoring, aesthetics, condition, ambience, impressionability, and bonus walking points.  The course was designed in the late 1920s by the legendary Alister MacKenzie, M.D., and opened to the public in the spring of 1931.

Capital Campaign

• The U-M Athletic Department and U-M C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital will band together to sell the newest style of the “M GO BLUE for Mott” wristbands in support of the U-M Health System’s campaign to build a new children’s and women’s hospital.  The new maize and blue tie-dye bands went on sale at U-M Football Fan Day.  Like the original blue bands that made their debut at the 2004 Michigan vs. Michigan State football game, the new bands will sell for $2, with proceeds benefiting the children’s and women’s hospital fundraising campaign. 

