September highlights 2005

Students

• The U-M solar car team placed third in a 1,880-mile race across Australia.  The student team Momentum was one of 21 solar car teams from 11 countries to race in the Panasonic World Solar Challenge.  This is the third time U-M finished third in the competition, considered the pre-eminent solar car race in the world.  In July, the Team Momentum won the North American Solar Car Challenge for the fourth time since they began entering in 1990. 

• Christine Freeman and Brian Rudd, Pathology doctoral candidates, received 2005–2006 Rackham predoctoral fellowships from the Rackham School of Graduate Studies.  The fellowships are awarded annually to outstanding students who will complete their dissertations in the year in which they hold the fellowship, and who will complete their doctorate within six years of beginning their program.

• U-M engineering students took part in an event sponsored by the Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences (AOSS) to measure temperature, wind flow and dispersion inside Michigan Stadium.  Data from the experiments will be offered to the U-M football coaching staff, ABC-TV, ESPN and other media to use for the season and will also be used for AOSS class activities during the semester.  Perry Samson, an Arthur F. Thurnau Professor and Associate Chair of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences, organized the event.  

• The U-M women’s cross country team was the 2004–2005 recipient of the Leaders and Best Award, winning for the third straight year the award that goes to the U-M varsity team with the highest grade point average.  The award is given annually by former football letterman Larry Johnson.  The women’s cross country program received a trophy, created by U-M student Christina Ziegler, and a monetary award of $20,000, donated by Johnson. 

Faculty and Staff

• Lori Pierce, Professor of Radiation Oncology, has been named Associate Provost for Academic and Faculty Affairs.  Her appointment was effective August 1, pending approval by the Board of Regents.  In her new role, Pierce will hold a part-time appointment in the Office of the Provost and will remain active on a part-time basis in the Medical School. 

• Pending approval by the Board of Regents, Stephen Forrest has been named Vice President for Research, effective January 1, 2006.  Forrest is currently the James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor of Electrical Engineering at Princeton University where he leads the Optoelectronic Component and Materials Laboratories.  

• Jack Kay was named Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Professor of Communication, at the University of Michigan-Flint.  His appointment was approved September 15 by the Board of Regents.  

• Alec Gallimore, Professor of Aerospace Engineering and Director of the Plasmadynamics and Electric Propulsion Laboratory, and Sarah Winans Newman, Professor Emerita of Anatomy and Cell Biology, were approved September 15 by the Board of Regents as Associate Deans in the Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies.  Gallimore will coordinate all graduate school activities in physical sciences and engineering; help lead the $6 million National Science Foundation/Alliances for Graduate Education and the Professoriate project to increase the number of Black, Hispanic and American Indian/Alaskan Native students receiving doctoral degrees; serve as a contact for Rackham on campus and nationally; and develop new initiatives and programs.  Newman will help lead U-M's participation in the upcoming study of research-doctorate programs in the United States conducted by the National Research Council of the National Academies.

• Judy Smith, Assistant Purchasing Director, was named Director of Procurement, Logistics, and Business Services on July 18.  Smith oversees all purchases valued at more than $5,000.  She also directs Michigan Business Services, which includes Printing Services, Copy Centers, and Mail Services. 

• Nancy Bartlett, Head Archivist for the University Archives and Records Program and Assistant to the Director for Academic Programs at the Bentley Historical Library, was named a Fellow of the Society of American Archivists (SAA) during their 69th annual meeting in New Orleans.  Established in 1957 and conferred annually, the distinction of fellow is the highest honor bestowed on individuals by SAA and is awarded for outstanding contributions to the archival profession.

• C.K. Prahalad, the Harvey C. Fruehauf Professor of Business Administration, was named one of Optimize Magazine’s Most Influential Academics on the Evolution of Technology.  The magazine surveyed more than 1,000 business technology executives.  Optimize Magazine, a monthly publication targeting business technology executives, outlines the latest ideas and strategies in core disciplines like business management, finance, law, innovation, corporate culture, and key business disciplines. 

• Douglas L. Strong was named the Interim Chief Executive Officer of the U-M Hospitals and Health Centers, effective October 1.  Strong is currently the Chief Financial Officer for the Hospitals and Health Centers and Associate Vice President for Health System Finance and Strategy. 

• Amy L. Ai, a Researcher of Integrative Medicine, has been selected to participate in the first White House Conference on Aging since 1995.  Ai will serve as a delegate, a representative of academic settings, to the conference that has met once over a decade since 1961 to advise the president on policies related to aging. 

• Sioban Harlow, Professor of Epidemiology in the School of Public Health, was appointed to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Science Advisory Board Arsenic Review Panel.  The panel provides advice to the EPA on issues related to the agency’s assessment of the carcinogenic effects of inorganic and organic arsenic compounds. 

• R. Van Harrison, Professor of Medical Education, was appointed by the Association of American Medical Colleges to the Board of Directors of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education.  The Association sets the standards for organizations that provide continuing medical education by directly reviewing and accrediting nearly 700 medical societies, schools, hospitals, and other organizations, and oversees the accreditation of nearly 1,600 hospitals and medical societies. 

• Betsy Foxman, Professor of Epidemiology and Director of the Center for Molecular and Clinical Epidemiology of Infectious Disease in the School of Public Health, won the 2005 Wade Hampton Frost Lectureship Award from the Epidemiology Section of the American Public Health Association. 

• Darrell Campbell, Jr., the Henry King Ransom Professor of Surgery and Assistant Dean for Clinical Affairs at the Medical School, and Chief of Staff and Senior Associate Director of the U-M Hospitals and Health Centers, won the Keystone Patient Safety & Quality Leadership Award from the Michigan Health & Hospital Association (MHA) July 27 at the MHA meeting on Mackinac Island.

• Scott Fogler, an Arthur F. Thurnau Professor and Vennema Professor of Chemical Engineering, received a 2005 Award for Lifetime Achievement in Chemical Engineering Pedagogical Scholarship from the American Society for Engineering Education.

• James Grotberg, Professor of Biomedical Engineering and Director of the NASA Bioscience and Engineering Institute at U-M, was elected to the first class of fellows for the Biomedical Engineering Society, the primary professional society for biomedical engineering.  The award recognizes his research in biofluid mechanics.

• Susan Montgomery, a Lecturer and Undergraduate Program Advisor in the Department of Chemical Engineering, won the American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) Spread the Word 2004–2005 award for the highest percentage of faculty maintained in the organization's North Central section.  She received the award at the 2005 ASEE annual conference in Portland, Oregon.

• Kamal Sarabandi, Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, was selected to receive the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc. International Geoscience and Remote Sensing Symposium Distinguished Achievement Award for 2005.

• Wei Shyy, the Clarence L. “Kelly” Johnson Collegiate Professor of Aerospace Engineering, and Chair of the Department of Aerospace Engineering, was awarded the Heat Transfer Memorial Award for 2005.  The award recognizes outstanding and archival contributions to the thermal sciences, and will be presented in November at the American Society of Mechanical Engineers International Mechanical Engineering Congress & Exposition in Orlando.

• Amy Cohn, Assistant Professor of Industrial and Operations Engineering, was selected as one of six young scholars to receive a Sloan Industry Studies Fellowship.  Cohn was among 51 scholars in the early stages of their careers selected based on their exceptional promise to advance knowledge of U.S. industrial development and economic competitiveness.

• Luming Duan, Assistant Professor of Physics, received the 2005 Outstanding Young Researcher Award given each year by the Overseas Chinese Physics Association to young ethnic Chinese physicists outside of Asia in recognition of their outstanding achievements in the field.

• U-M Assistant Wrestling Coach Kirk Trost was named the National Wrestling Coaches Association Coach of the Year after helping guide last season’s Wolverine to their most successful season in more than 30 years.  In his 19th season, Trost handles the responsibilities for the U-M upper weights under Head Coach Joe McFarland. 

• James Geiger, Associate Professor of Surgery, participated in the Bristol-Myers Squibb Tour of Hope along with 23 other cyclists, all of whom have ties to cancer and cancer research.  Geiger biked from San Diego to Washington, D.C. in the relay-style event that raises awareness for the importance of cancer clinical trials.  Lance Armstrong, seven-time Tour de France champion and cancer survivor joined the cyclists periodically during their trip.

Schools, Colleges, and Programs

• The U-M Medical School, the Life Sciences Institute and the Molecular and Behavioral Neuroscience Institute have joined forces to provide $10.5 million in funding for a new interdisciplinary center for stem cell research, which will be based at the Life Sciences Institute. Under the direction of Sean Morrison – Associate Professor of Internal Medicine and a Howard Hughes Medical Investigator – the center will recruit up to seven faculty and expand current research by using stem cells to pursue basic biological questions.  The U-M Medical School is home to one of only three NIH-funded human embryonic stem cell research centers in the United States.  

• U-M researchers received $18.7 million from the National Institutes of Health to create a National Center for Integrative Biomedical Informatics.  The grant will be paid over five years.  Researchers in three schools - the School of Medicine, School of Engineering, and School of Information - will work together to create new, user-friendly software to advance research into disease.  The idea is to create a digital repository that integrates diverse sources of biological data, focusing at the center's start on four diseases - prostate cancer, bipolar depression, diabetes, and juvenile diabetes. 

• The U-M Hospitals and Health Center was the recipient of the 2005 Performance Through People Award presented by the Forum for People Performance Management and Measurement at Northwestern University.  The award honors organizations successfully capitalizing on the human interaction among employees, customers, vendors, etc that impact its long-term growth.  U-M is the first not-for-profit and first health care organization to receive the award. 

• U-M scientists have used electricity to create nanoparticles with two sides, similar to how a fish bobber is made of two colored half shells.  The new technique could fuel a new research direction in the field, because the limits of size and shape are expanded.  The new particles could be used in many applications including targeted drug delivery, or to create new self-assembling particles. 

• Michigan Radio, U-M’s public radio station, premiered its new, locally produced call-in program, “The Jack Lessenberry Show,” September 19.  Hosted by veteran journalist Jack Lessenberry, the show will cover a variety of political and social issues with a special focus on Michigan and the Great Lakes region.  The live program will provide a forum for callers to voice a spectrum of opinions about how best to deal with social and financial problems in the state of Michigan and its largest city, Detroit. 

• The U-M Museum of Art plans to operate a temporary gallery off-campus while the museum is renovated and expanded from next June through mid-2008.  U-M is leasing 4,000 square-feet of open space in a building adjacent to its central campus area from Ann Arbor-based First Martin Corp.  The museum plans to present four to five exhibitions per year in the temporary space while U-M completes a $35.4 million expansion and restoration of the museum's current home, Alumni Memorial Hall. 

• The William Monroe Trotter Multicultural Center reopened September 24 amid food, games, dance, live performances, and film screenings at the Trotter Community Festival.  Community members had the opportunity to take tours of the newly renovated facility, which was completed as part of several recommendations for improvements made by the Trotter Advisory Council.  

• The U-M School of Dentistry has partnered with Apple Computer Inc. to bring students technology that allows them to download and listen to lectures on their computers or portable MP3 players like Apple’s popular iPod.  The program includes a custom iTunes website, where students who log in using their U-M identity can take advantage of a variety of options, including downloading individual lectures or subscribing to a service that automatically delivers lectures to their computers or iPods.  

• The Board of Regents approved a resolution to name the Charles R. Walgreen, Jr. Drama Center, currently under construction on North Campus.  U-M alumnus Charles R. Walgreen, Jr. contributed $10 million towards the construction of the new facility, which will house the 250-seat Arthur Miller Theatre in addition to the School of Music’s Department of Theatre and Drama and University Productions, and will feature classrooms, rehearsal spaces, a scene shop, costume shop, sound studio, and faculty offices.  The center is expected to be completed in the summer of 2007.

• The Board of Regents approved a resolution to name the Advanced Technology Laboratories and its new wing the Ann and Robert H. Lurie Biomedical Engineering Building.  A recent $8 million gift from Ann Lurie in honor of her late husband, U-M alumnus Robert H. Lurie, will help fund the addition and renovation of the existing building, which will provide the College of Engineering’s Department of Biomedical Engineering with 62,000 square feet of research, instructional and administrative space when complete.

• The Board of Regents approved a $65 million renovation and building project to renovate Mosher-Jordan Residence Hall as well as construct a contemporary dining facility as a part of Residential Life Initiatives, a comprehensive housing renewal plan aimed at improving residential life on campus.  The Hill Dining Center will offer made-to-order fresh foods and the renovations to Mosher-Jordan will include the addition of wireless high-speed Internet access, air-conditioning, and flexible classroom spaces to foster community learning.

• On September 19, U-M celebrated Constitution Day with a keynote speech from U.S. Senator Carl Levin, D-Mich, a faculty-led panel discussion and a reading of the entire U.S. Constitution on the Central Campus Diag featuring English Language and Literature Professor Ralph Williams, U-M football player Mike Hart, and Jennie Ritter, a member of U-M’s national-champion softball team.

