October 2005 Highlights

Students

• The University of Michigan was one of 18 collegiate competitors from the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico and Spain competing in the 2005 Solar Decathalon sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy in Washington, D.C.  All utilities in the solar homes, from water to electricity to air-conditioning, are powered by sunlight.  The homes have been assembled on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. and are open to the public for inspection.  U-M’s Michigan Solar House Project team, known as MiSo, brought together 50 students to design and build a house in Ann Arbor and move it to Washington for the competition.  The U-M team is a partnership between U-M’s Taubman College of Architecture, the College of Engineering and the schools of Art & Design, Natural Resources and Environment, Business, and the Department of Film and Video.  This was U-M’s first entry into the contest.

• U-M Law School students achieved their fund-raising goal for a unique program designed to promote support of the Law School by recent graduates.  Under the program funded by John Nannes, a 1973 Law School graduate, third-year law students pledged to make an annual contribution to the Law School Fund for the first three years after graduation.  In return for their promise of future support to the School, Nannes allows the student to designate a portion of his gift to the Law School student organization of her/his choice.  

• Jason Avant, U-M football senior co-captain, was named a semifinalist for the 2005 Draddy Trophy by the National Football Foundation (NFF) and College Hall of Fame, Inc.  The award, known as the “Academic” Heisman, is presented to an individual deemed as the absolute best in the country for his combined academic success, football performance and exemplary community leadership.  The Draddy Award was established to honor NFF Chairman Vincent dePaul Draddy, a Manhattan College quarterback who founded the Izod and Lacoste brands.  The winner receives a $25,000 post-graduate scholarship.  Each finalist will also be recognized as part of the 2005 National Scholar-Athlete Class, receiving an $18,000 post-graduate scholarship. 

Faculty and staff

• Ben van der Pluijm, professor of geology, professor of the environment and director of the Global Change Program, was the recipient of the 2005 Geological Society of America Distinguished Service Award.  In addition to honoring his service activities for the society, the award recognizes his efforts in publications and for serving as editor of the leading earth sciences journal, Geology.

• Alan Saltiel, the John Jacob Abel Collegiate Professor in the Life Sciences; professor of internal medicine and physiology; and director of the Life Sciences Institute (LSI), was elected to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences along with 63 other members from around the world.  He is the third LSI faculty member to be named to the Institute of Medicine, bringing U-M’s total to 29 members.  Members make a commitment to volunteer on institute committees, which study issues related to health policies.  Active members elect new members based on professional achievement and commitment to service.

• C.K. Prahalad, the Harvey C. Fruehauf Professor of Business Administration and professor of corporate strategy and international business, received the Lifetime Achievement Award from Beyond Grey Pinstripes, a biennial survey and ranking of business schools and faculty that lead the way in integrating social and environmental issues into business education.  The Beyond Grey Pinstripes survey is conducted by the Aspen Institute which fosters leadership and open-minded dialogue through seminars, policy programs, conferences and leadership development initiatives, and the World Resource Institute, an environmental think-tank that goes beyond research to find practical ways to protect the earth and improve people’s lives.  

• Michael Bastedo, assistant professor in the Center for the Study of Higher and Postsecondary Education, was selected as one of 31 Fulbright New Century Scholars who will spend a year looking at the future of higher education.  In 2005–2006, he will be a scholar at the Center for Higher Education Policy studies at the University of Twente, the Netherlands.  The New Century Scholars program provides a platform for professionals from the United States and around the world to engage in debate and dialogue based on multidisciplinary research.  

• The American Physical Society has awarded Robert Merlin, professor of physics and professor of electrical engineering and computer science, the 2006 Frank Isakson Prize for Optical Effects in Solids.  The award honors his original contributions to spontaneous Raman and ultrafast spectroscopy of fundamental excitations in solids.  

• Johanna Soet was named Director of U-M’s Sexual Assault Prevention and Awareness Center, effective October 17.  Soet has worked as a postdoctoral fellow at Counseling and Psychological Services since 2003.  She has extensive clinical, research, outreach, teaching and training experience related to issues of sexualized violence.  

• Five U-M faculty members from are among 376 newly elected Fellows of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.  This year’s AAAS Fellows are announced in the AAAS News & Notes section of the journal Science.  The Fellows also will be recognized for their contributions to science at the annual AAAS meeting in St. Louis in February.  The new U-M Fellows are:

 --
Sushil Atreya, professor of atmospheric and space sciences

--
Valerie Castle, Ravitz Foundation Professor of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases and chair, Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases

--
Dimitri Coucouvanis, Lawrence S. Bartell Collegiate Professor of Chemistry 

--
James S. Jackson, Daniel Katz Distinguished University Professor of 

Psychology and director, Institute for Social Research

--
Youxue Zhang, professor of geological sciences. 

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley Foundation donated $1.5 million to the University of Michigan and its School of Music toward construction of the Charles R. Walgreen Jr. Drama Center on North Campus.  The facility will house the 250-seat Arthur Miller Theatre and provide the school with modern rehearsal rooms, faculty offices, classrooms and specialized studios.  This gift is designated for a major rehearsal hall that will be named at a later date.  Construction of the Center is underway with a projected completion in summer 2007.  

• The Board of Regents approved the schematic design of a major new building to house the Stephen M. Ross School of Business.  The building will be tailor-made to support the Ross School’s unique action-based learning curriculum and provide an environment that will nurture a cohesive community of faculty and students.  The 27,000-square-foot structure, designed by New York City architects Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, will stand six stories tall at its L-shaped center and three stories high around its perimeter along Tappan and Hill streets.  Its exterior will be constructed of terra cotta walls with a sandstone base.  Glass walls on the top stories of the building will provide panoramic view of campus.  

• The Board of Regents approved the naming of the new Stephen M. Ross Academic Center, which will provide study space on the athletic campus.  The $12 million, 38,000-sqaure-foot building, scheduled to open in early 2006, is located on State Street, between the Marie Hartwig Building and Yost Ice Arena.  The new center will provide individual and group study areas, computer labs, meeting rooms and assembly areas for group projects for student athletes and other students.  Stephen Ross, New York City real estate developer and U-M alumnus, provided the lead gift of $5 million to build the academic center.  The project was funded privately from Athletic Department gifts, resources and investment proceeds.  

• The Board of Regents named U-M’s Student Publications Building in honor of Buffalo News Publisher Stanford Lipsey, who began his career 60 years ago as a student working for U-M’s yearbook, The Michiganensian, and student newspaper, The Michigan Daily.  The Stanford Lipsey Student Publications Building recognizes Lipsey’s distinguished career and significant commitment toward restoring and upgrading the 74-year-old landmark.  Lipsey gave a $3 million gift toward the renovation effort that will bring the building up to modern standards, while preserving its historic character.  

• U-M was selected as the Michigan host for the White House Conference on Helping America’s Youth.  Part of First Lady Laura Bush’s efforts to address pressing issues facing young Americans at risk in many communities, the conference originated live from Howard University in Washington, D.C., and was simulcast on campus October 27.  

• Scientists at the U-M Medical School are part of a team that has discovered a possible cause of prostate cancer, a finding that could result in better forms of treatment or possibly a cure.  The study shows a recurring pattern of scrambled chromosomes that leads to the merging of specific genes.  The activity occurs only in prostate cancer.  U-M researchers, in collaboration with researchers at the Harvard Medical School-affiliated Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, found the abnormality in the majority of prostate cancer tissue samples they analyzed.  The gene fusion was not found in non-cancerous prostate tissue.  The study was directed by Arul M. Chinnaiyan, the S.P. Hicks Collegiate Professor of Pathology, associate professor of pathology and urology director of research informatics.

• Researchers from the University of Michigan have joined forces with the University of California at Berkeley and Rochester Institute of Technology to create a new model for analyzing the effects of automotive greenhouse gas policies on efficiency and pollution levels.  The team, recently awarded a $100,000 grant from the National Science Foundation, is developing a life cycle approach that takes into account several different factors that have an impact on the effectiveness of greenhouse gas policies.  

• U-M received a grant for $2.5 million over five years to develop a system using particles one-billionth of a meter in size to make cancer treatment more individualized and less toxic.  The National Cancer Institute, part of the National Institutes of Health, announced the grant as part of its five-year initiative for nanotechnology in cancer research.  The award establishes U-M as one of 12 Cancer Nanotechnology Platform Partnerships.  James R. Baker – director of the Michigan Nanotechnology Institute for Medicine & Biological Sciences; co-director of the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Molecular Therapeutics Program; the Ruth Dow Doan Professor of Biologic Nanotechnology; and division chief of allergy and clinical immunology – will serve as the principal investigator for the project.  

• The National Science Foundation awarded $7.6 million to fund the American National Election Studies--conducted by the U-M Institute for Social Research since 1952-- through the year 2009.  The new grant includes some significant changes in the long-term, internationally emulated study, considered the gold standard in understanding political attitudes and electoral behavior.  These include a partnership with Stanford University and a series of methodological innovations that will make the study more powerful and more democratic.  

