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Students

• Twenty-nine University of Michigan students have been awarded Fulbright fellowships in 2005–2006, more students than any other university in the country.  Fulbright Fellows undertake self-designed programs in disciplines ranging from social sciences, business, communication and performing arts, to physical sciences, engineering and education.  More than 1,500 applicants applied nationwide including 100 from U-M.  

• LSA juniors David Duong and John Leahy launched a new nongovernmental organization that enables students to participate in international service projects based on their personal interests and goals.  The project, known as Crossing Borders, was founded after Duong and Leahy traveled to Vietnam with a research grant from U-M’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies last summer.  The two undergraduates investigated Vietnam’s health care system to determine how nongovernmental organizations might combat current health problems, such as malnutrition and newborn infection.

• Cultivating Community, a group of U-M students, developed a system that takes food scraps from a campus restaurant, feeds them to worms housed in gardens, and uses their waste to fertilize produce and herbs that are delivered back to the restaurant.  The group’s vision is to link the gardens and composting program to courses, research and improvements in human and environmental health.  The project is supported by students from the College of Engineering; resources of U-M recycling director Tracy Artley; Matthaei Botanical Gardens director Bob Grese; funding from the Mildred Hague Matthaei Award; and the culinary skill of Michigan Union chefs Pat Wright and Rob Sutch.
• Kristin Fosdick, an undergraduate student in Performing Arts Technology and clarinet performance, placed third in the Student Recording Competition at the 119th Convention of the Audio Engineering Society in New York, New York, in the category of classical stereo.  This was an international competition open to all students.  

• Alumnus Alessia Costantini captured two writing awards at the 2005 Austin Film Festival – a Nickelodeon writing fellowship and the grand prize in the Sitcom Teleplay Competition.  For the Nickelodeon fellowship, Costantini was chosen as one of four fellows from a pool of more than 1,200 applicants from across the country for her script for the TV show “Scrubs” titled, “My Plumb Line.”  As a writing fellow, she will be paid to write and develop comedy television shows at Nickelodeon studios for one year. Costantini also won the grand prize in the Austin Film Festival’s Sitcom Teleplay Competition with a script for the “Bernie Mac” show titled, “To Kill a Mockingbird.”  As the winner, she received a cash prize and has been invited to attend next year’s conference as a panelist.  

• Two U-M graduates were among 25 new MacArthur Fellows announced by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.  Aaron Dworkin and Stephen Goodman will each receive $500,000 over the next five years in what the foundation describes as support with no strings attached. MacArthur Fellows are selected for their creativity, originality and potential.  By providing resources without stipulations or reporting requirements, the MacArthur Foundation offers the opportunity for Fellows to accelerate their current activities or take their work in new directions.
• Sophomore cross country runner Alyson Kohlmeier was the recipient of U-M’s Big Ten Sportsmanship Award.  She earned the award for her ethical behavior and good sportsmanship during competition.   

Faculty and staff

• William “Buzz” Alexander, professor of English language and literature, was honored by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education and the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching for his commitment to undergraduate education.  Alexander is one of only four such national CASE and Carnegie winners from a pool of more than 300 nominees.  He was noted particularly for his enthusiasm in teaching, the outstanding courses he has created and for his work as founder and director of U-M’s Prison Creative Arts Project, a program that to date has trained more than 1,000 students to facilitate workshops in the arts at Michigan prisons, juvenile facilities and marginalized Detroit high schools.  

• Christine Chinkin, visiting professor of law, has been jointly awarded the American Society of International Law 2006 Goler T. Butcher Medal.  The award is given in recognition of outstanding contributions to the development or effective realization of international human rights law.  Chinkin is also professor of international law at the London School of Economics and Political Science, University of London.  She is an internationally respected scholar of public international law, alternative dispute resolution, international criminal law, human rights – especially women’s human rights – and the intersection of feminist jurisprudence and international law.
• C.K. Prahalad, the Harvey C. Fruehauf Professor of Business Administration and professor of corporate strategy and international business, was named Distinguished University Professor, the highest honor conferred upon a faculty member at the University of Michigan.  Prahalad was one of seven scholars named Distinguished University Professor and one of 29 faculty members recognized for teaching, scholarship, service and creative activities.  

• Catherine A. MacKinnon, the Elizabeth A. Long Professor of Law, has been inducted as a Fellow into the American Academy of Arts & Sciences class of 2005.  

• Priscilla Rogers, associate professor of business education, and Jane Thomas, lecturer of business communications, at the Stephen M. Ross School of Business were honored by the Association for Business Communications (ABC) for the article, “Preparing New Entrants for Subordinate Reporting: A Decision-making Framework for Writing.”  The piece was named an outstanding article in the Journal of Business Communication and co-winner of the Distinguished Publication Award — the top award given by ABC to an outstanding book, chapter or journal article that contributes significantly to scholarship, research and pedagogy, demonstrates originality of thought and is well-written.

• Henry Wellman, research professor in the Center for Human Growth and Development and professor of psychology, was the recipient of a National Institutes of Health Merit Award from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.  The award will support his ongoing research project for five years.

• Kannan Soundararajan, professor of mathematics, was awarded the First SASTRA Ramanujan Prize, given to mathematicians younger than age 32 for outstanding contributions in areas of mathematics influenced by Ramanujan.  Soundararajan will receive the prize during the International Conference on Number Theory and Mathematical Physics in December at SASTRA University in Kumbakonam, India.

• Rebecca Blank, dean of the Gerald F. Ford School of Public Policy, the Henry Carter Adams Collegiate Professor of Public Policy and co-director of the National Poverty Center, was elected president of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management.  The non-profit group fosters excellence in research, analysis and education to improve public policy and management. 

• Bertram Pitt, professor emeritus of internal medicine, received the prestigious Herrick Award from the American Heart Association (AHA).  The Herrick Award, which recognizes a physician for scientific achievement and practice of clinical cardiology, is one of the AHA’s highest honors.  Pitt is known worldwide for his work on new treatments aimed at blocking the harmful heart hormone called aldosterone.  In the last decade, Pitt has played key roles in designing and leading international clinical trials of two drugs that block aldosterone’s damaging effect on heart muscle: eplerenone and spironolactone.  
• Janet Gilsdorf, professor of pediatrics at the Medical School and professor of epidemiology at the School of Public Health, was elected to the board of directors for the Infectious Diseases Society of America through 2008.  

• Ada Sue Hinshaw, dean and professor of the School of Nursing, received the Walsh McDermott Medal from the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies.  The award is given to IOM members for distinguished service over an extended period of time.  Hinshaw served consecutive terms on both the institute’s council and membership committee.  She also served as vice chair of the Committee on Work Environment for Nurses and Patient Safety, and as a member of five other IOM committees and the Board on Health Sciences Policy.  

• SeonAe Yeo, associate professor of nursing and president of the Asian American Pacific Islanders Nurses Association, has been awarded an implementation grant from Nurse Competence in Aging totaling $13,000.  The funds will enable the development of dedicated activities on aging through the 3rd and 4th annual conferences, as well as a stronger focus on aging within the organization as a whole.
• John D. Piette, associate professor of internal medicine, received a grant of nearly $300,000 from the American Diabetes Association to study problems diabetics have with medication costs.  He will study 800 diabetes patients in the Flint area with Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes and complete the research in December 2007.

• Peter A. Ward and Arul Chinnaiyan, both of the U-M department of pathology, received awards at the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology’s Experimental Biology Meeting in San Diego, Calif.  Ward, professor of pathology and director of general pathology, received the Chugai Mentorship Award, which recognizes outstanding mentorship and outstanding scholarship.  Chinnaiyan, associate professor of pathology and urology, S.P. Hicks Collegiate Professor of Pathology and director of the Pathology Microarray Center and director of the Tissue/Informatics Core of the U-M Prostate Specialized Program in Research Excellence, received the Amgen Outstanding Investigator Award.  The award is presented to a member under the age of 43 for meritorious research in experimental pathology.

• Kenneth A. Jamerson, professor of internal medicine and medical director of the Program for Multicultural Health, was named 2005–2007 vice president for the International Society on Hypertension in Blacks, Inc., a unique, professional medical society that established the first ever guidelines for treating hypertension in African Americans.  Jamerson has served as coordinator and principal investigator for numerous multi-center clinical trials sponsored by the National Institutes of Health and industry.  His current basic research addresses the role of sympathetic tone on the metabolism of glucose in human skeletal muscle.

• Ron Gilgenbach, professor of nuclear engineering and radiological sciences, was elected an Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Fellow, effective January 1, 2006.  The IEEE announcement cited his contributions to high power microwave vacuum-electron devices.

• Raoul Kopelman, the Kasimir Fajans Collegiate Professor of Chemistry, Physics and Applied Physics, received the 2005 Award in Spectrochemical Analysis from the Division of Analytical Chemistry of the American Chemical Society at the society’s fall meeting in Washington, D.C.

• Barry Rabe, professor of environmental policy in the School of Natural Resources and Environment, and professor of public policy in the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, received the Lynton Keith Caldwell Award from the American Political Science Association for his book, “Statehouse and Greenhouse: The Emerging Politics of American Climate Change Policy” (Brookings Institution Press, 2004).  The Caldwell Award honors the best book published on environmental politics and policy during the past three years.

• U-M women’s cross country head coach Mike McGuire was named Big Ten Conference Coach of the Year, earning his fourth straight conference award and his seventh overall.  McGuire was voted coach of the year by the conference’s head coaches after leading Michigan to its fourth straight Big Ten championship and seventh title in program history.  He has coached 57 cross-country and track and field All-Americans and five Big-Ten cross country individual champions.  

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The U-M and Google, Inc. announced that the first large collection of the University’s public domain books is now available online through Google Print (http://print.google.com/).  The Google Print Library project is an ambitious effort to digitize and index millions of books from the world’s foremost libraries, including almost 7 million volumes from the University of Michigan library.  The digitization project will provide scholars and the general public with an unprecedented ability to search and locate books from the University’s vast collection.  

• A $10.5 million sustainability initiative has been created by the University of Michigan to advance the university’s position as a global academic leader in a critical area of research and teaching.  The Graham Environmental Sustainability Institute is being launched with a $5.25 million expendable gift from the Graham Foundation, a philanthropic organization established by Donald Graham and his wife Ingrid.  The Office of the Provost will provide an additional $5.25 million to augment the University’s extensive ongoing work in the field and bring the effort to a new level.  The Institute will focus on five crucial areas of sustainability: energy; freshwater systems; human health and its link to the changing environment; global change and biodiversity; and infrastructure and manufacturing systems.  

• The U-M Health System’s MFit Employee Wellness Program was one of just 10 programs in the nation to receive the Innovation in Prevention Award from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  MFit was honored for its programs aimed at educating, motivating and empowering the UMHS’s nearly 18,000 employees to make healthy lifestyle choices.  

• The University of Michigan Cardiovascular Center was named one of the nation’s 100 best centers for heart and vascular care.  The Solucient 100 Top Hospitals: Cardiovascular Benchmarks for Success list for 2005 includes only centers that give patients top-quality and high-value care.  Hospitals were rated on their success in preventing deaths and complications among all patients, on the number and quality of operations and procedures they perform, on how quickly patients are able to return home, and on cost-related measures.  In addition to the Solucient Top 100 cardiovascular center rating, the U-M ranks 18th in the nation in adult heart and vascular care according to U.S. News & World Report magazine, and 7th in the nation in children’s heart care, according to Child magazine.  The center has also been named one of the nation’s best centers for women’s heart care by Good Housekeeping magazine.  
• An exhibit from the U-M about diversity and affirmative action lawsuits resumed its travel around the state beginning with the Detroit Public Library.  The exhibit titled, “A Case About Diversity: The Affirmative Action Lawsuits and the University of Michigan,” will visit communities throughout the state this fall and into 2006.  The traveling exhibit is based on “View and Voices” the original, award-winning exhibit first displayed on campus in 2004.  The multimedia exhibit featured photo images, as well as extensive interpretative material designed to present both sides of the cases.    

