June Highlights

Students/Alumni

•  Two dozen senior School of Dentistry students will provide free oral health care to migrant workers in northwestern lower Michigan June 24-Aug. 2.  About 300 patients—children and adults—are treated annually through this program, which is in its 29th year.  

•  Engineering students are in the final stages of developing their  Mars Rover, a vehicle to bring human exploration to Mars.  The U-M's design is one of three selected for development by the Mars Society, a national organization promoting the exploration of Mars.  The Michigan Mars Rover is a converted Army truck capable of withstanding the low pressure on Mars and sustaining human life.   Three student team members will live in the Rover during the last two weekends in June to test living conditions before it is sent to Utah for final testing.

Faculty/Staff

•  Seven U-M projects were awarded a total of $15.3 million in the latest round of grant funding from the Michigan Life Science Corridor.  U-M researchers will be using the latest corridor grants to pursue projects such as helping the elderly retain their physical mobility and balance, looking for ways to regenerate damaged nerves, understanding the links between obesity and diabetes, and finding ways to make cancer treatment more specific and more effective.  Gil Omenn will use a $3.1 million grant to establish the Proteomics Alliance for Cancer.

•  The Exhibit Museum of Natural History and a coalition of seven libraries in Washtenaw County won the Kathleen Power Collaboration Award for the "Jurassic Dinosaurs and Other Friends Family Reading and Science Program."  The $3,500 award recognizes effective and innovative collaborative efforts.

•  Great Lakes Television, the documentary television service of Michigan Public Media, won two local Emmy Awards June 9 from the Michigan Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences for its first broadcast effort, the locally produced two-part documentary called "The Sprawling of America."  It featured Douglas Kelbaugh, dean of the Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning, and other experts and aired extensively in Michigan and across the country.  In the Detroit market, it captured one of the largest-ever audiences for a public television program.

Events

•  Thirty-one paintings and prints created by Picasso between 1905 and 1968 have been installed in the Museum of Art in a new show titled "Picasso:  Masterworks from the Collection," on display through Sept. 15.  Sean Ullmer, the Museum's first curator of modern and contemporary art, assembled the show, which examines Picasso's evolving treatment of favorite subjects:  the artist and his model, the nude, line and form, abstraction, the figure in motion, interior scenes and the seated female figure.  All but one of the paintings is part of the Museum's permanent collection.  The oil painting "Portrait of Manuel Pallares" was borrowed from the Detroit Institute of Arts.

•  A new exhibition, "New York Observed:  The Mythology of the City," opens July 13 at the Museum of Art.  It will be a photographic tribute to New York by the world's greatest photographers, including Berenice Abbott, Walker Evans, Edward Steichen, Lewis Hine, Garry Winogrand, and Margaret Bourke White..

Sports

•  More than 600 women attended the Michigan Football Women's Academy June 15, a fundraiser staffed by students and volunteers in the Athletic Department and now in its fourth year.  Coaches and players taught the women how to throw a football, various running and passing plays, and about the positive aspects of the game, including teamwork, a good work ethic, sportsmanship, leadership and responsibility.  Participants raised $70,000 for the Coach Carr Cancer Fund, a fund Lloyd Carr and his wife, Laurie, established for patient care programs in memory of his mother, Pauline, who died of breast cancer.  Coach Carr and the football program have raised more than $200,000 for the Coach Carr Cancer Fund, an endowed fund at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center.
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