January 2006 highlights

Students

• Twenty-one University of Michigan students won a total of $21,750 in writing prizes in the fall term Hopwood Underclassmen Contest and other contests administered by U-M’s Hopwood Awards Program.  The 75-year-old program has awarded more than 3,000 prizes totaling more than $2.1 million.  This year $11,400 was awarded in the contests administered by the Hopwood program: the Academy of American Poets Prize, Bain- Swiggett Poetry Prize, Michael R. Gutterman Award in Poetry, and Jeffrey L. Weisberg Memorial Prize in Poetry, which were judged by Meredith Martin and Joseph Matusak.  The Roy W. Cowden Memorial Fellowship was judged by Hubert English.

• The University of Michigan Greeks raised $67,000 for charity during 2005.  Pi Kappa Alpha raised $40,000 for the Coach Carr Cancer Fund and Phi Gamma Delta raised $25,000 for the American Cancer Society.  More than $2,000 was raised for charity by Alpha Epsilon Pi, Psi Upsilon, Alpha Chi Omega and Kappa Alpha Theta.

• Alumnus Richard L. Berke was appointed assistant managing editor for the New York Times.  Berke, an associate managing editor since last January, was promoted to assistant managing editor for news.  He served for a decade as the national political correspondent in the Washington Bureau and then as Washington editor. 

• For the first time in eight years, the U-M men’s basketball team has been voted into the national polls.  The Wolverines have earned national rankings of No. 21 from the Associated Press poll and No. 20 in the ESPN/USA Today Coaches poll for the week of January 30.  The last time the Wolverines were among the nation’s top 25 was at the end of the 1997–1998 season when the Wolverines were No. 21 in the final polls.  

Faculty and staff

• President Mary Sue Coleman participated in the U.S. University Presidents Summit on International Education Jan. 6 organized by the U.S. departments of State and Education.  The event in Washington, D.C., was co-hosted by Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice and Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings.  The summit was designed to stimulate a stronger partnership between government and higher education in the area of international education.  The event emphasized the importance of attracting first-rate international students and scholars to the United States and educating U.S. students who are strong in fields of international interest and competitive in a global economy.

• Teresa A. Sullivan, executive vice chancellor for academic affairs of the University of Texas System, was selected as provost and executive vice president for academic affairs of the University of Michigan.  Her appointment will be effective June 1.  

• James Shayman, professor of pharmacology and of internal medicine, and associate chair for research in internal medicine, was named associate vice president for research, health sciences.  His appointment took effect January 1.  

• Douglas Laycock, a nationally renowned legal scholar and constitutional litigation specialist, will join the University of Michigan faculty as a professor in the Law School.  Laycock is currently associate dean for research and the Alice McKean Young Regents Chair at the University of Texas Law School in Austin.  He is also considered one of the foremost national experts on the religion clauses contained in the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution that establish the principles of religious liberty and the separation of church and state.  
• Drew Tinnin, coordinator of orientation and Welcome to Michigan programs, received the 2005 National Orientation Directors Association Outstanding Orientation Professional Award last month at the group’s annual conference in Miami.

• George Bornstein, the C. A. Patrides Professor of Literature in the department of English, was elected president of the Society for Textual Scholarship (STS) for 2006–2007.  The STS is the leading professional association for important innovations in editorial theory and practice over the past two decades.  Its members predominantly come from literature but also include historians, musicologists, philosophers and other humanistic scholars.

• Barbara Israel, professor of health behavior and health education, was awarded the 2005 Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) Distinguished Fellow Award.  The highest honor given by SOPHE, the award was presented at the American Public Health Association annual meeting in Philadelphia.

• Ronald Lesthaeghe, visiting professor of sociology and visiting research professor of population studies, received the prestigious Solvay Award from the Belgium Academy of Sciences.  An international jury conferred the award; Lesthaeghe is the 2005 winner in the social sciences and humanities.  He received the award from King Albert II of Belgium in a public ceremony.

• Anna Lok, professor of internal medicine, received an unrestricted $500,000 Freedom to Discover Research Grant over five years, for her research on viral hepatitis.  The grant, funded by the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation, is given to infectious disease researchers in recognition of their past research accomplishments and the potential for future research.

• Cherie Holodnick, a clinical nurse at the Employee Health Service, and the Japanese Family Health Program were honored at the first U-M Health System Cultural Competency Exchange.  Holodnick received the individual award for her initiative, “Bridging the Barriers to Meet Vaccine Needs of Foreign Born.”  The group award went to the Japanese Family Health Program, which was established in 1994 to support the principles of family medicine while providing comprehensive culturally and linguistically competent health care to the Japanese community of Southeastern Michigan.

• Betsy Foxman, professor of epidemiology and director of the Center for Molecular and Clinical Epidemiology of Infectious Diseases, has been named the 2005 winner of the Wade Hampton Frost Lectureship Award from the Epidemiology Section of the American Public Health Association.  The award recognizes a person who has made a significant contribution to addressing a public health issue of major importance by applying epidemiologic principles and methods.

• Larry Seiford, professor and chair of the Department of Industrial and Operations Engineering, has been elected a fellow of the American Society for Quality.  Seiford was honored for outstanding leadership in the field of benchmarking, with significant contributions to the development and use of the methodology of data envelopment analysis for performance improvement and best practices identification.  He was also recognized for numerous contributions as a university educator in advancing the quality of the engineering profession through teaching, research, mentoring and curriculum improvements.

• Farnam Jahanian, professor of electrical engineering and computer science, earned the Governor’s University Award for Commercialization Excellence.  The awards are designed to spur faculty and students to start businesses based on their research.  Jahanian won in the category for universities with average annual research expenditures exceeding $100 million.  His research was instrumental in founding Arbor Networks, a firm that makes software to protect computer networks against virus attacks and other security threats.

• Igor Markov, assistant professor of electrical engineering and computer science, received a National Science Foundation (NSF) CAREER Award for his proposal entitled, “Spatial Optimization of Computing Systems.”  NSF CAREER awards recognize and support the early career development activities of teacher-scholars who are most likely to become the academic leaders of the 21st century.  Awardees are selected on the basis of creative career development plans that effectively integrate research and education within the context of the mission of their institution.

• Tresa Pollock, the L.H. and F.E. Van Vlack Professor of Materials Science and Engineering and professor of materials science and engineering, received the Lee Hsun Award from the Chinese Academy of Sciences Institute for Metals Research (IMR).  The award is presented to individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the field of materials science and engineering.  Pollack was honored in conjunction with a lecture she gave on new developments in high temperature materials at IMR in Shenyang, China last fall.

• Tyler Shumway, associate professor of finance, was awarded the 2005 Smith Breeden prize by the Journal of Finance for his paper, “Do Behavioral Biases Affect Prices?”  The paper, co-written with Assistant Professor Joshua Coval, documents strong evidence of behavioral biases among Chicago Board of Trade proprietary traders and investigates the effect these biases have on prices.  The award, funded by investment firm Smith Breeden Associates, is given annually to the top three papers published in the Journal of Finance in any area other than corporate finance.  

• Christopher Tremblay was appointed director of undergraduate admissions and orientation at U-M Dearborn.  He will focus on three main areas – recruitment, technology and operations.  

Schools, colleges and programs

• U-M has joined a partnership comprising four of the state’s flagship universities that will participate in a federal initiative designed to attract and retain underrepresented minorities to science, technology, engineering and math.  The five-year, $5 million Michigan-Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (MI-LSAMP) program is funded by the National Science Foundation with a 100 percent match from the four alliance partners – U-M, Michigan State University, Wayne State University, and Western Michigan University.  The alliance formed to help meet state and national trends for a trained science, technology, engineering and math workforce.  

• The National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) has selected the U-M to receive the 2006 Golden Torch Award for Pre-College Program of the Year.  NSBE selected the program for its outstanding achievements in the fields of engineering and science.  Each year the NSBE honors men and women who have produced a consistent body of highly distinguished work, served as role models for others, advanced opportunities for African Americans within the engineering industry, and rendered achievements that have enriched both their profession and the world with intelligence, talent and vision.  The award will be presented at the NSBE’s 9th Annual Golden Torch Awards on March 30.  

• The National Action Council for Minorities in Engineering (NACME) presented Emeritus President and Dean Jim Duderstadt with its 2005 Reginald Jones Award for distinguished service.  Duderstadt directed the $10,000 honorarium that accompanies the award to the Minority Engineering Program office to fund scholarships for students who participate in the Detroit Area Pre-College Engineering Program and the Michigan Engineering’s Summer Engineering Academy.  NACME is an organization that provides leadership and support for the national effort to increase the representation for successful African American, American Indian and Latino women and men in engineering and technology, math and science based careers.  

• “A time to break silence,” was the theme for this year’s Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Symposium, as spirited spoken word performances, lectures and other presentations highlighted the annual event now through February 20.  The MLK Symposium is in its 19th year.  The keynote speaker was author and playwright Anna Deavere Smith, who has starred in the feature film “Philadelphia” and on the TV series “The West Wing,” among other roles.  Other highlights included Na’im Akbar, a U-M graduate and specialist in the study of the psychology of African-Americans, on “Breaking the Silence on Black Health and Life;” Michael Eric Dyson, an ordained Baptist minister and author of “Mercy, Mercy Me: The Art, Loves & Demons of Marvin Gaye,” and “Is Bill Cosby Right?;” and the closing lecture by Charlene Teters, founder of the National Coalition on Racism in Sports and the Media.

• Scientists at the U-M Medical School have discovered that a protein called cryopyrin responds to invading bacteria by triggering the activation of a powerful inflammatory molecule called IL-1beta, which signals the immune system to attack pathogens and induces fever to protect the body against infection.  The discovery could help scientists understand what causes autoimmune diseases like rheumatoid arthritis where the immune system attacks and destroys tissue in the patient’s body.  Gabriel Nunez, professor of pathology, directed the research study.

• The University of Michigan received a patent for a new method of cancer treatment that targets proteins that are believed to act as the growth engine for cancer cells in “solid” tumors such as breast, pancreas, lung and colon cancers.  The proteins, or stem cells, act as the root of the cancer.  Removing the root could prove more effective at stopping a cancer from returning than current methods of chemotherapy.  Max Wicha, director of the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center, was one of the first to identify the cells in the late 1990s.

• The University of Michigan has launched a statewide effort aimed at getting more hospitals to administer a lifesaving but little-used treatment for strokes.  When given within hours of a stroke, the treatment, called Tissue Plasminogen Activator, can help prevent permanent stroke-related damage.  U-M, along with 24 other Michigan hospitals, will work on increasing use of the procedure through education and procedural changes. The initiative comes after U-M added a six-bed stroke unit to focus on stroke patients.
• On January 30, Michigan Channel debuted its new schedule and programs on Comcast Channel 22 in the Ann Arbor area, offering viewers a deep dive into the world of ideas.  With added new programming and a new name, Michigan Channel builds on its predecessors, Michigan TV2 and UMTV, which also aired on Channel 22.  Michigan Channel focuses on showcasing the most stimulating lectures, roundtables and events occurring on the U-M campus, and adds new programming from national research universities as well.  The channel will air the most current U-M fare in prime time, and recent classic material will be broadcast during the afternoon.  Michigan Channel is a unit of Michigan Public Media, operated by the University of Michigan.
• A new voluntary program allows University of Michigan faculty, staff and retirees to cut their prescription copays in half by splitting the medications they take to reduce cholesterol.  The pill-splitting program is estimated to save participating health-plan members $190,000 in co-payments this year and reduce the University’s cost for prescription drugs by $1.3 million.  This savings is based on a 45 percent participation rate out of the 6,200-plus volunteers invited to take part in the trial.  The program, which started January 1 and is believed to be a first of its kind for a university, is built around a U-M College of Pharmacy pilot study last year that involved 111 patients from the East Ann Arbor Health Center.

• University of Michigan Libraries, in partnership with Indiana University Libraries, will develop online tools to make it easier for students and faculty to integrate online databases and journals into teaching and learning.  The project is funded by a $438,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and will let professors link to online resources licensed to the U-M libraries from within the course management software they use to post assignments online, among other things.  The U-M libraries license thousands of these online resources, which include electronic journals, indexes and databases. 

• Students, educators and citizens in Michigan and around the Great Lakes region will soon have learning opportunities to explore Great Lakes science and the connection to the world's oceans, following approval of a $2.5 million regional Center for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence (COSEE).  The National Science Foundation and NOAA-National Sea Grant recently announced funding support for COSEE Great Lakes, the 10th center in a nationwide network. Michigan Sea Grant will work collaboratively with other Sea Grant programs in the region to support a suite of educational opportunities.  COSEE Great Lakes is expected to create dynamic linkages between Great Lakes and ocean research and education with the goal of enhancing scientific literacy and environmental stewardship.
• The Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) awarded a silver medal to LSAmagazine in the category of Best Alumni/Institution magazine for universities of 10,000 or more students in its district.  LSAmagazine, the biannual LSA alumni magazine, entered two issues for consideration by CASE judges, one focusing on pop culture and another on the 2004 election.
