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Students

• LSA senior Charles Crissman was selected as one of only 11 students in the U.S. to receive the prestigious Churchill Scholarship for the 2006–2007 academic year.  Crissman, who studies math, linguistics and Italian, will attend the University of Cambridge. The Churchill Scholarship is sponsored by the Winston Churchill Foundation of the United States to encourage the exchange of knowledge and the sharing of ideas in science and technology between the United States and Great Britain.  It covers full tuition and fees, and a substantial allowance for living and travel expenses.

• Chad Larson, a doctoral student at the U-M Stephen M. Ross School of Business, received one of 10 fellowship grants from the Deloitte Foundation, a not-for-profit arm of Deloitte & Touche.  The grants were awarded to doctoral students of accounting who were nominated by their university’s faculty and chosen by an independent selection committee composed of three accounting educators.  The Deloitte Foundation supports teaching, research and curriculum innovation in accounting, business and related fields within the United States.  The program invites applications from nearly 100 universities.  Each of the 2006 fellows will receive $5,000 during his or her final year of course work and $20,000 during the subsequent year of completing a dissertation.

• The Frankel Commercialization Fund, a new student-run venture capital fund at the U-M Stephen M. Ross School of Business, selected its first two MBA student teams and is now looking to invest in early-stage companies. The two student teams, one specializing in health care opportunities and the other in technology, will each have about $60,000 in the first year to use as seed funding for an inventor with an idea or technology that has the potential to become a sizeable and rapidly growing company or product line.  The teams also will work closely with the U-M Office of Technology Transfer for University-owned ideas that are in the process of commercialization.

• The U-M Office of Services for Students with Disabilities announced that a 20-minute documentary about hard-of-hearing students won a CINE Golden Eagle Award.  The documentary was created and produced by U-M students Mark Eadie, Chase Pearsall and Peter Schriemer.  The award, which recognizes excellence in professional and amateur works, is known internationally as a symbol of the highest production standards in filmmaking and videography.  Since the program’s founding in 1957, CINE Awards have been among the first major awards given to filmmakers like Steven Spielberg, George Lucas, Ken Burns and Charles Guggenheim.  

• Law students Anthony Lange, Masayo Nobe and Marisa Perry took first place in the regional National Trial Competition in Cleveland the weekend of February 10.  As a result, they will progress to the national tournament in Texas on March 23-25.

• Each year the MLK Spirit Award celebration honors North Campus students whose leadership and service have exemplified the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This year there were six award recipients:

-- Rackham graduate student Jazmin Casas was recognized for leading a project entitled “Race: space where will our youth go?”  Casas visited four high schools in Detroit to discuss and document their experiences.  She is actively involved in the Students of Color of Rackham.

-- Engineering senior Noha Elmouelhi was recognized for reviving the Muslim Engineering Society.  As president, she promoted Islam Awareness Week and successfully established a Reflection Room on North Campus where students can pray, meditate and reflect.

-- Engineering senior Erica Gaston was recognized for her work mentoring students through the Minority Engineering Program Office and for her leadership and community building as president of the U-M chapter of the National Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers.

-- Engineering senior Jodi Liu was recognized for her work in an HIV/AIDS Alternative Spring Break project. Liu also studied and taught healthcare in Mexico and worked in Ghana on a program to help young women out of prostitution.

-- Engineering senior Fatima Makhzoum was recognized for her integral role in promoting Arabic culture on campus and for co-founding a coalition of many minority groups to improve community on campus.

-- Rackham graduate student Hugo Shi was recognized for creating the Detroit Asian Youth Project and improving campus climate as the Political Action chair for the Students of Color of Rackham.  Shi is also a member of the CRLT Players, presenting interactive sketches to teach the campus community about marginalization and group dynamics.

• The Space Weather Forecasting Technologies Team (SWFT) of Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Space Sciences PhD students Jared Bell, Alex Glocer, Dan Welling and MBA student Josh Botkin, came away with the Williamson Award for Outstanding Business and Engineering Team and the Outstanding Presentation Award at the 23rd Annual Michigan Business Challenge.  SWFT also was named Runner-up for grand prize, the Pryor-Hale Award for Best Business.  Forty teams competed in the University-wide business plan competition sponsored by the Ross School of Business and the Samuel Zell & Robert H. Lurie Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies.  The team prepared a business plan for SWFT, which provides customized forecasts that help users mitigate the destructive, costly effects of space weather.  By using cutting-edge modeling technology and a powerful, dedicated supercomputer to generate predictions of unparalleled accuracy, SWFT dramatically reduces the satellite industry's annual outlay due to space weather.
• Two former Wolverines icers competed at the 2006 Winter Olympics in Torino, Italy.  Mike Knuble skated for the USA, and Marty Turco laced up his skates for Team Canada.  Knuble is a right wing for the Philadelphia Flyers and graduated from U-M in 1998.  He is tied for seventh on Michigan's career goals list with 103.  Turco is a goalie for the Dallas Stars and played for Michigan from 1995 through 1998.  He won national championships with the Wolverines in 1996 and 1998.

Faculty and staff

• On February 10, U-M President Mary Sue Coleman ventured into hostile territory when she delivered a speech titled “Google, the Khmer Rouge and the Public Good” before an Association of American Publishers conference in Washington, D.C.  The group has led the opposition to a plan by Google to digitize books for instant searching on the Web, including large parts of the 7-million-volume collection at the U-M library.  The group, backed by several large publishers, has even filed suit against Google seeking to halt the project.  Besides U-M, collections from Harvard, Stanford, Oxford and the New York Public Library are also being scanned by Google.

• The National Science Foundation named Daniel Atkins to head its newly created Office of Cyberinfrastructure.  Atkins, professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science and the School of Information, has made major contributions to high-performance computer architecture, and led or participated in the design and construction of seven experimental machines, including some of the earliest parallel computers.  

• Galip Ulsoy, the William Clay Ford Professor of Manufacturing, Mechanical Engineering, was elected to the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) for research on the dynamics and control of axially moving elastic materials and their implementation in automotive and manufacturing systems.  Election to the NAE is among the highest professional distinctions accorded to an engineer.  NAE membership honors those who have made outstanding contributions to engineering research, its literature, and the pioneering of new and developing fields of technology.  Membership also recognizes each member's contributions to the development and implementation of innovative approaches to engineering education.

• U-M professor and composer William Bolcom’s epic “Songs of Innocence and of Experience” was awarded four Grammy Awards, for Best Classical Album, Best Choral Performance, Best Classical Contemporary Composition and Producer of the Year, Classical.  The Grammys—regarded as the most prestigious music prize in the United States—are handed out by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences.  The awards were announced at a ceremony February 8 in Los Angeles.
• U-M lecturer Patrick O’Keeffe won The Story Prize for 2005 for his collection of four novellas, “The Hill Road.”  The award, established to honor short fiction, carries a prize of $20,000—the largest known annual U.S. fiction award.  O’Keeffe, a lecturer in English and the Sweetland Writing Center in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, accepted the award and an engraved silver bowl at The New School in Manhattan in January.
• Six University of Michigan faculty members have been named to the Arthur F. Thurnau Professorship, which recognizes outstanding contributions to undergraduate education.  The honorees are Alec Gallimore, professor of aerospace engineering, and associate dean for academic programs and initiatives, Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies; Annemarie Sullivan Palincsar, the Jean and Charles R. Walgreen, Jr. Professor of Reading and Literature and professor of education; Thad Polk, associate professor of psychology, and associate professor of electrical engineering and computer science; Peter Sparling, professor of dance; Steven Wright, professor of civil and environmental engineering; and Georgette Zirbes, professor of art.  The Thurnau Professorships, named after Arthur F. Thurnau, a U-M student in 1902–1904, are supported by the Thurnau Charitable Trust established through his will.  Thurnau Professors receive a $20,000 grant to support their teaching activities.

• Three U-M faculty members have won Weiser Professional Development Fellowship Awards to conduct research in the Slovak Republic while three Slovak scholars will travel here.  The Ronald and Eileen Weiser Professional Development Fellowship Awards for 2006, awarded through U-M’s Center for Russian and East European Studies, were established in 2004 through a five-year gift from Ronald Weiser, U.S. ambassador to Slovakia from 2001-04, and his wife, Eileen Lappin Weiser.  U-M faculty receiving awards for research in Slovakia are: Frank Filisko, professor of materials sciences and engineering; Lawrence Perlman, assistant professor of psychiatry at U-M-Ann Arbor and the Ann Arbor Veterans Administration Medical Center; and Jennifer Zhao, professor of mathematics at U-M-Dearborn.  The short-term travel awards are designed to stimulate collaborations in research and teaching between higher education faculty and artists in the Slovak Republic and U-M. 

• E. Han Kim, the Fred M. Taylor Professor of Business Administration, director of the Mitsui Life Financial Research Center and professor of finance and international business at the Stephen M. Ross School of Business, received the first Maekyung-KAEA Economist Award given by the Korean American Economic Association.  The award, sponsored by the Maekyung Business Newspaper, is given to a member of the association who has significantly contributed to academic research on the Korean economy.  It was established to acknowledge a Korean-American scholar who has made the most important academic achievements within the last three years. 

• Anne Mondro, assistant professor of art and design, is one of the nominees for NICHE magazine’s Arts Educator of the Year Award for her unwavering dedication to the promotion of the arts.  NICHE magazine is published for retailers of American craft.  The award ceremony will be held on February 19th in Philadelphia.

• David Chung, associate professor of art and design, received funding from the Center for Chinese Studies, the Center for Japanese Studies, the Korean Studies Program, and the Institute for the Humanities for his film project, Koryo Saram, focusing on the history and legacy of the deportation of Koreans to Kazakhstan during the Stalin era.  Scheduled for completion in October 2006, the film will be showcased at the Conference for Refugees and Diasporas organized by the Institute for the Humanities and the Center for International and Comparative Studies of the International Institute.  The film is also scheduled for screening in the fall of 2006 at the Sackler Museum of the Smithsonian Institution.

• The Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) honored Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes, assistant professor of American culture and of Romance languages and literatures, with a MCC Faculty/Staff Community Service-Learning Award—the highest MCC bestows on faculty and staff in the state of Michigan.  His peers designated La Fountain-Stokes as the faculty/staff person on campus who has made the most outstanding contributions in community service learning.  The award recognizes the influence on or engagement of students to be involved in community service or service learning through modeling, instruction and/or special projects.

• The Center for Chemical Genomics Pilot Project Initiative, a five-year collaboration between the Life Sciences Institute (LSI) and Fisher Scientific International Inc., has awarded its first grants to U-M researchers to conduct innovative research directed toward technology development relating to high throughput screening (HTS), small molecules synthesis, target detection and assay miniaturization.  Researchers receiving awards are Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering Jay Guo for “Label-free Optical Micro-Resonator Biosensor for High-throughput Screening Applications”; LSI Research Assistant Professor and Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology Assistant Professor Anuj Kumar for “High-Throughput FRET Screening in Yeast with Plasmid-Based FP Fusions”; Assistant Professor of Biomedical Engineering and Chemical Engineering Michael Mayer for “Efficient and Parallel Formation of Membrane Protein Arrays by Hydrogel-based Microcontact Printing”; and Professor of Chemistry John Montgomery for “New Methods for Macrocycle Glycosylation.”

• Frederick Gehring, the T. H. Hildebrandt Distinguished University Professor Emeritus of Mathematics, received one of the highest distinctions in his field from the American Mathematical Society (AMS) January 13.  Gehring was the recipient of the 2006 AMS Leroy P. Steele Prize for Lifetime Achievement, an annual award that honors those who have made outstanding contributions to research in mathematics.  The prize was awarded at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in San Antonio.

• Brant E. Fries—professor in the Department of Health Management and Policy, research professor in the Institute of Gerontology, and chief, Health Systems Research, at the Veterans Affairs Ann Arbor Healthcare System Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical Center—was selected to help lead a federal study that will gauge the resources used to care for various residents of nursing facilities.  The study, initiated by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services is known as the Staff Time and Resource Intensity Verification Project.  The STRIVE project is the first nationwide time study for nursing homes conducted in the United States since 1997. 
• Jon Miller, assistant professor of astronomy, was part of a team that discovered a black hole that has chiseled a stable dent in the fabric of space and time, like a dimple in one’s favorite spot on a sofa.  The finding may help scientists measure a black hole’s mass and how it spins, two long-sought measurements, by virtue of the extent of this indentation.  Using NASA’s Rossi X-ray Timing Explorer, the team of scientists saw identical patterns in the X-ray light emitted near the black hole over nine years, as captured in archived data from 1996 and in a new, unprecedented 550-hour observation from 2005.
Schools, colleges and programs

• The U-M Bentley Library welcomed a major collection of papers from legendary journalist and U-M alumnus Mike Wallace documenting his 40-year career at CBS News.  The papers, from Wallace and CBS News, span his career at the network and “60 Minutes” and provide a remarkable window into the inner working of television news.  The heart of the collection comprises the “60 Minutes” program files, including transcripts of the broadcasts and interviews with participants, viewer correspondence, background research, newspaper clippings and photographs, and story ideas in various stages of development that were dropped or never aired.

• The University of Michigan, NewsBank/Readex Co. and the American Antiquarian Society have formed the Text Creation Partnership, an important source for the study of 17th and 18th century America to students and scholars through digital page images, searchable Optical Character Recognition and edited textual transcriptions.  The collection, called the Charles Evans American Bibliography, covers the years 1639 to 1800 and contains nearly 40,000 early American Imprints.  It is noted as the definitive resource for studies of such topics as slavery, politics, religion and witchcraft, as well as texts relating to important events during the American Revolution.  The project is working to create 6,000 transcribed textual editions from the 40,000 titles contained in the Evans Digital Database published by Readex.  Currently, more than one thousand of these editions are available to partner institutions with U-M adding about 150 titles bi-monthly.

• Scientists at the University of Michigan have identified a liver protein that triggers an inflammatory response in the liver and also may be involved in the development of coronary artery disease.  The protein, called CREBH, is a transcription factor that turns on the activity of specific genes in liver cells.  According to U-M scientists, CREBH is activated in response to cellular stress generated when unfolded proteins clog the endoplasmic reticulum—the part of a cell where new proteins are made.  Randal J. Kaufman, a Howard Hughes Medical Investigator and professor of biological chemistry, directed the study.

• Researchers at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center have found a new way to predict complications in bone marrow transplant patients.  They hope the test, which can indicate pending problems before symptoms appear, will lead to preventative treatments.  The test involves measuring the level of a protein called tumor necrosis factor, seven days after patients received a bone marrow transplant.  Tumor necrosis factor, or TNF, a trigger for inflammation, is known to be elevated in people who develop graft vs. host disease, the most common serious side effect of a bone marrow transplant from a donor.
• NASA’s Science Mission Directorate, Solar System Division, selected the University of Michigan for a grant to support the Outer Planets Research Program.  The Outer Planets Research program supports diverse scientific investigations that contribute to the understanding of the outer Solar System, ranging from the asteroid belt to the Kuiper Belt.  

• U-M researchers have developed a ribbon-like cochlear implant that could greatly improve hearing for profoundly deaf patients, and simplify insertion to help surgeons minimize damage to healthy ear tissue.  A team led by U-M’s Kensall Wise, director of the NSF Engineering Research Center for Wireless Integrated Microsystems, made the implant using thin-film electrode sites that directly stimulate the auditory nerve

• A remote-controlled cylindrical robot with an onboard power supply could vastly improve recovery efforts in search and rescue missions, eventually even talking to victims trapped in rubble.  The serpentine robot developed at the University of Michigan, sometimes called a snakebot, is formally named the OmniTread OT-4 Serpentine Robot.  The OT-4 was introduced February 12 at the American Nuclear Society’s Sharing Solutions for Emergencies and Hazardous Environments conference in Salt Lake City, and won a Technology Innovation Award by a panel of judges who observed the technology demonstrations.

• The University of Michigan, recognizing the growing popularity of Web logs, has started to offer free blogs to students, faculty and staff so they can record their life’s events.  The service, called mBlog, will not only allow easy access to personal, online journals, it also gives the University an opportunity to preserve campus life stories by archiving some blogs at Michigan’s Bentley Historical Library.  The program is a collaboration of U-M’s University Library, U-M’s Information Technology Central Services and the Bentley.  While not the first institution to offer free blogs—the University of Minnesota also offers free blogs—U-M’s service may be the only one so far to offer the choice of having contents considered for archiving.

• The U-M and ConnectEdu, a leading provider of education planning solutions, announced a partnership to deploy its Connect!® integrated portal to support high school counselors and students in the college search and application process while streamlining admissions at participating colleges and universities.  The partnership will provide participating high schools, community colleges and universities with access to ConnectEdu’s Web-based portal Connect!® to create a secure, integrated environment for streamlined student interactions and transmission of transcripts, letters of recommendation and applications.  Founded in 2002, ConnectEdu provides families and students with the professional guidance necessary to maximize their educational potential, investment and experience.  In deploying Connect!®, ConnectEdu offers comprehensive, interactive technology solutions dedicated to supporting students, counselors and admission officers engaged in the college search, admission and financial aid process.

• The U-M Museum of Art has raised 92 percent of the cost of its proposed addition, with $6.5 million coming in donations pledged in December and January.  Among the new leadership gifts for the building are $4 million from A. Alfred Taubman, an alumnus and pioneer in mall and retail design; Irving Stenn Jr., an alumnus and Chicago attorney, who gave $1 million; Woon-Hyung Lee, an alumnus and chairman of SeAH Steel Corp., whose $500,000 donation matches a donation from the Korea Foundation; and an anonymous donor who gave $250,000.  The 56,000-square-foot, T-shaped addition will be connected to the north side of the museum, at State Street and South University Avenue.  The $35 million project includes work to the original Beaux Arts style building, which will have its atrium skylight reopened and historical molding restored.  The addition will more than double the space in the original building and include new gallery space, storage, conservation and study areas, as well as an auditorium, classrooms, art-making areas and an expanded museum shop.
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