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Students 

• U-M senior Carolyn Jantsch outplayed 194 other aspirants to win the coveted position of Principal Tuba with the Philadelphia Orchestra, making her the first female tuba player with a major American symphony orchestra, and at the age of 20 the youngest in this Philadelphia institution.  Her honors and accomplishments include winning first place in four international solo competitions, including the prestigious 2004 Der Internationaler Instrumentalwettbewerb Markneukirchen and the Tuba Artist Competition at the International Tuba Euphonium Conference 2004 in Budapest, Hungary.  She has also been a finalist in numerous other solo competitions.  Last year, Jantsch was named a Yamaha Young Performing Artist.

• Nat Bulkley, School of Information doctoral student, won the first Visible Path graduate student award from the International Network for Social Network Analysis (INSNA).  Bulkley will receive a $5,000 stipend in recognition of his research on how social networks are used to improve individual and inter-organizational performance.  The winning paper was “An Empirical Analysis of Strategies and Efficiencies in Social Networks,” for which Bulkley was the first author. The nonprofit INSNA is a professional association for researchers interested in social network analysis. 

• Five MBA students from the Stephen M. Ross School of Business took home $6,000 after placing first in the “Intellectual Property Protection in the Global Supply Chain” case competition held by the Krannert Graduate School of Management at Purdue University and the Marshall School of Business at the University of Southern California.  MBA students Damon Dance, Eric Stuckey, Paul Backscheider, Michael Sanders and Quinn Kilbury, defeated 14 teams, including Michigan State University, the University of Southern California and Northwestern University (all top supply chain management schools) at Purdue University on February 16-17.  The teams competed for three prizes based on their analysis and presentation of a case developed by Bose, McKinney and Evans, LLP.

• Senior captain Peter Vanderkaay broke the 11-year-old American, U.S. Open, NCAA and school records with a time of 4:07.60 during the men’s swimming and diving NCAA Championships.  Vanderkaay’s 4:08.60 pace beat former Wolverine Tom Dolan’s (1994-96) time of 4:08.75, which he set at the 1995 NCAA Championships.  Defeating his next closest competitor by more than four seconds, Vanderkaay earned his fourth individual NCAA title and became the first Wolverine to repeat in the event since Dolan went back-to-back in 1995 and 1996.  Vanderkaay also won the 400-meter and 1,500-meter freestyles in 2004.

Faculty and staff

• The YWCA of Metropolitan Detroit honored President Mary Sue Coleman during its Women’s History Month Celebration luncheon March 29 at The Century Club.

• U-M President Mary Sue Coleman spoke to the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. on March 7.  She discussed innovation challenges in the United States, with specific examples focusing on embryonic stem cell research and the U-M’s groundbreaking partnership with Google to digitize 7 million books from the U-M Library.  
• Stephen Schram was named interim director of Michigan Public Media at the University of Michigan.  Schram has 17 years of senior leadership experience in the Detroit radio and TV market, including executive positions with Infinity Broadcasting, Clear Channel Broadcasting and WJBK-TV Fox 2. Currently he is president of Schram Communication Group, a newly formed media and management consultancy.  Michigan Public Media includes Michigan Radio, an NPR news station broadcasting in Ann Arbor, Grand Rapids and Flint, and Michigan Television, a PBS member station broadcasting in Flint. 

• Life Sciences Institute Research Professor Daniel Klionsky was one of 21 scientists named an Education Mentor in the Life Sciences by the National Academies February 21.  Klionsky also is the Abram Sager Collegiate Professor of Life Sciences, professor of molecular, cellular and developmental biology and biological chemistry, and a National Science Foundation Distinguished Teaching Scholar.
• David Sherman, the John G. Searle Professor of Medicinal Chemistry and a Life Sciences Institute research professor, is a member of a group of researchers that received $3.5 million from the National Institutes of Health as part of the International Cooperative Biodiversity Groups program.  Sherman will be one of several deep-sea divers exploring natural compounds that could lead to new treatments for cancer and neurodegenerative, infectious and tropical diseases.  Samples collected from upcoming expeditions to Costa Rica and other areas will be tested for their potential as pharmaceuticals in the Center for Chemical Genomics, headed by Sherman, as well as Harvard Medical School, the Broad Institute and Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research.

• Kun-Liang Guan, the Halvor N. Christensen Collegiate Professor in the Life Sciences, professor of biological chemistry, and research professor in the Life Sciences Institute and Institute of Gerontology, received a Distinguished Agricultural Alumni Award from Purdue University March 3.  The award honors mid-career Purdue College of Agriculture graduates who have made significant contributions to their profession or society in general and have a record of outstanding accomplishments.

• Andrew Flint, professor of pathology in the Medical School, is the recipient of the American Medical Student Association (AMSA) 2006 National Golden Apple for Teaching Excellence Award.  The award will be presented later this month at the AMSA 56th annual convention in Chicago.

• Juanita Lynne Merchant, professor of internal medicine and molecular and integrative physiology, was appointed to the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) Advisory Council.  Merchant will join the Digestive Diseases and Nutrition subcommittee.  NIDDK is part of the National Institutes of Health of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

• Judy Olson, professor of business information technology, professor of psychology and professor of information, along with her husband, Gary Olson, professor and associate dean for research in the School of Information and professor of psychology, received the 2006 CHI Lifetime Achievement Award from the Association for Computing Machinery’s Computer-Human Interaction section.  The CHI Lifetime Achievement Award is given to individuals for outstanding contributions to the study of human-computer interaction.  It recognizes innovation and leadership and carries an honorarium of $5,000.

• The Mathematical Association of America awarded Hyman Bass, the Roger C. Lyndon Collegiate Professor of Mathematics, with its most prestigious award, the Yueh-Gin Gung and Dr. Charles Y. Hu Award for Distinguished Service to Mathematics.  Recognizing distinguished years of service to the mathematics community, the association saluted his decades of work, including considerable contributions to the field of algebra, years of research, and his leadership on several boards, including serving as editor of 11 journals and book series. 
• The National Center on Institutional Diversity at the U-M has named four fellows who will conduct research or other academic projects related to diversity.  The center, which got its start about a year ago, has selected the following projects for funding:


-- Barry Checkoway, professor in the School of Social Work, will look at 
strengthening youth dialogue in racially segregated areas, expanding a program 
with high school students in Detroit and surrounding suburbs.


-- Jane Hassinger, a lecturer in psychology and women’s studies, and Mark 
Creekmore, a lecturer in psychology, are developing project-based research 
opportunities for students and faculty from U-M and South Africa.


-- Tabbye Chavous, associate professor of education, will study racial 
disparities in kindergarten through undergraduate college education programs and 
develop ways to address them.


-- Derek Griffith, assistant research scientist, will expand training at U-M on 
health disparities so that graduates can become more effective practitioners in 
multiethnic and multicultural communities.
Schools, colleges and programs

• The University of Michigan launched a Spanish language news service, which is believed to be the most comprehensive in the country.  Building on U-M’s Spanish Web site project launched in 2004, Portal Espanol, the service will distribute stories on scientific findings, consumer health news, and social, economic and cultural trends.  The news releases are distributed nationally and internationally in Spanish with English translation to more than 200 Hispanic-serving media.

• The U-M is launching a campus-wide program aimed at fostering a respectful and inclusive community and raising awareness about hate crimes and bias-related incidents.  The program, Expect Respect, includes a comprehensive Web site, posters and buttons, as well as a number of events and programs developed by students and University units.  The Web site and an accompanying phone hotline make it easier for community members to report hate crimes and bias incidents to the University.

• Philip Power, former University of Michigan regent and newspaper publisher, and his wife Kathy have donated $500,000 to help renovate the campus building that is home to the student newspaper, The Michigan Daily.  Power worked at The Michigan Daily in 1959 and became editorial director in 1960.  The gift will go toward significant interior renovations of the building, which was built in 1931, and features distinctive stained glass windows and a tiled roof.  The building was renamed the Stanford Lipsey Student Publications Building in October.

• The University of Michigan is helping people sort out the science, ethics and emotions of the stem cell controversy with a new Web site – http://lifesciences.umich.edu.  The new site features a collection of resources, including an animated Flash tutorial that is intended to be a complete, accurate account of what stem cell science is and is not.  The tutorial brings stem cell science to life with clear text and simple illustrations that explain why embryonic stem cells are different from adult stem cells, and where each are found.  It shows what scientists mean by nuclear transfer and why they believe reproductive cloning would be a bad idea. The tutorial also explains the promise of stem cells to improve drug testing.

• U-M teamed up with nearly two dozen colleges and universities around the nation to host a high-tech version of old-fashioned town hall democracy on one of the nation’s most pressing issues—the cost, effectiveness and accessibility of health care.  Using the Internet, satellite and telephones, groups gathered simultaneously at universities around the country and shared their thoughts in real time about how to change today's health care system to make it work for all Americans. Participants watching via the Web were able to share thoughts and questions, as well.  The Association of Schools of Public Health and the Big Ten Conference co-sponsored the event in conjunction with the national Citizens’ Health Care Working Group, a 15-member group formed by Congress to find out what the public thinks about the accessibility, cost and quality of health care, and turning the input into policy recommendations for the president and Congress.

• U-M has joined with the American Council on Education (ACE) and nearly 400 other colleges and universities across the country in a public outreach campaign designed to raise awareness about higher education's critical role in the future of the country.  Solutions for Our Future, announced March 14 in Washington, D.C., is a multi-year effort aimed at establishing a dialogue with local communities and policymakers about the broad societal benefits of higher education.  ACE has committed $1.5 million to the campaign for each of three years.  Additional resources are coming from participating colleges and universities, and from community and business partners including Fox News, TIAA-CREF, Campus Compact and FirstWorthing/University Partners of Dallas.
• The Board of Regents approved the name for the [new drama center currently underway at the] School of Music.  The new name: the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance encompasses all three essential disciplines of the school.  These programs continue U-M’s heritage as a leading school of performing arts with internationally recognized faculty, world-renowned performance facilities and a diverse student population. The name will be effective July 1.

• The University of Michigan Psychological Clinic is expanding its services to offer cognitive behavioral therapy for the treatment of anxiety disorders.  The clinic’s new program will treat a variety of anxiety disorders, including panic disorder, social anxiety disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, phobias, generalized anxiety disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder.  The U-M psychological clinic serves students, staff and faculty members as well as members of the Ann Arbor and neighboring communities.

• U-M scientists have found a common genetic variation in an immune system gene that makes people much more likely to develop psoriasis – a disfiguring inflammatory skin disease. Named PSORS1 (SORE-ESS-1), for psoriasis susceptibility 1, the gene is the first genetic determinant of psoriasis to be definitively identified in a large clinical study.  Its discovery could lead to new, more effective treatments for psoriasis without the risks and side-effects of current therapies.  Results of the study – the most comprehensive analysis of a psoriasis gene to date – will be published in the May 2006 issue of the American Journal of Human Genetics.

• The U-M Medical School is providing $2 million in initial funding to establish a new Center for Computational Medicine and Biology (CCMB).  The center’s mission is to support and enhance collaborations that link biomedical research with bioinformatics, engineering and computational science resources across the university.  CCMB will provide the administrative infrastructure for major U-M computational initiatives.  Currently, the largest initiative is the National Center for Integrative Biomedical Informatics (NCIBI), established at U-M in 2005 with an $18.7 million grant from the National Institutes of Health.

• According to researchers from the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center, bladder cancer patients whose surgery was delayed for more than three months after their diagnosis were more likely to die from their disease than patients whose surgery was performed sooner. The researchers found that patients whose surgery was delayed more than 93 days from the date of diagnosis had worse survival rates compared to patients whose surgery occurred in fewer than 93 days. The study looked at 214 patients diagnosed with muscle-invasive bladder cancer and treated with radical cystectomy, an operation in which the bladder is removed.

• The U-M Trauma Burn Center, part of the Acute Care Surgery Division in the U-M Department of Surgery, has been re-verified as a Level 1 Trauma Center by the American College of Surgeons’ Committee on Trauma.  Level 1 is the highest classification that a trauma center can receive.  It identifies the U-M Health System as being fully-equipped and staffed to care for the most serious trauma injuries and capable of serving as a comprehensive regional trauma resource.  The Center has successfully received renewal of this Level 1 designation every three years since first undergoing the voluntary verification process in 1993. 
• The American Council on Education (ACE) and TIAA-CREF honored the CRLT Players Theatre Program with a Theodore M. Hesburgh Development Award Certificate of Excellence.  The Hesburgh program seeks to strengthen the teaching tradition at U.S. undergraduate colleges and universities by acknowledging and rewarding exceptional faculty-development programs.  The CRLT Players interactive theatre troupe breaks down barriers by helping faculty members open up and get more involved with sensitive topics that include dealing with people with disabilities, gender differences, race relations and internal politics present in some classrooms.  Jeffrey Steiger, CRLT Theatre Program director, and Devon Dupay, assistant director, received the award February 13 at the ACE annual meeting in Los Angeles.

• Michigan Radio, the public radio service from the U-M, has been selected for eight 2005 Broadcast Excellence Awards by the Michigan Association of Broadcasters.  Awards were received in the following categories: 


-- Best Hard News & Current Events Story: Bill Poorman for “Delphi’s 
Bankruptcy”


-- Best Newscast: Michael Leland for his newscast on Sept. 23, 2005


-- Best News Special or Public Affairs Program: Jack Lessenberry, Tamar 
Charney, Jon Hoban, Kyle Norris and Rebecca Williams for “Higher Education, 
Does Michigan Have a Future?”


-- Best Special Interest & Cultural Programming: Charity Nebbe, Tamar Charney, 
Jon Hoban, John Tebeau, Kyle Norris and Jenna Crawford for the May 20 
episode of “Stateside”


-- Best Marketing Materials and Promos: Tamar Charney and Jon Hoban for 
“Pedaling for Stories”


-- Merit Hard News & Current Events Story: Michael Leland for “Detroit 
Remembers Rosa Parks”


-- Merit Membership Appeal: Tamar Charney and Jon Hoban for their “West 
Michigan Member Event” promo


-- Merit Feature/Use of Medium: Jennifer Guerra for “826 Michigan.”

• The U-M Ross School of Business joined forces with Apple Computer to provide the business school community free access to events, seminars and news content they can listen to 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The partnership is the first of its kind for any business school and will allow users to download audio content to their Mac or PC and transfer the information to their iPod or MP3 player.  Other schools, including Duke and Stanford, have launched podcast (digital audio recordings) efforts on a smaller scale, including lectures and interviews.  The podcasts will be accessible to business school community members with an iMpact intranet login.  Four podcast channels, including content related to Positive Organizational Scholarship, the William Davidson Institute, Dividend magazine and the Monroe Street Journal will reside in the Apple iTunes U site, which uses the same technology as the iTunes Music Store.  The School of Dentistry was the first U-M school to offer the application and has been providing podcasting to its students since September 2005.  

• The University of Michigan has music from its new Block M Records label available on the iTunes Music Store.  Block M Records, the innovative record label established by U-M in December 2005, promotes the vitality, diversity and artistic excellence of the University through the recording, production and dissemination of musical compositions and performances by School of Music faculty, staff and students.  The first tracks that Block M Records will make available through the iTunes Music Store embrace an eclectic mix indicative of the breadth of music-making on the Ann Arbor campus.
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