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Students

• 36 U-M students shared $142,050 in prizes and became part of the legacy of Avery Hopwood. Hopwood, who graduated from U-M a century ago and went on to become the most commercially successful playwright of the 1920s, began an endowment that became the Avery and Jude Hopwood Awards. The awards were presented by Nicholas Delbanco, Robert Frost Collegiate Professor of English and director of the Hopwood Program. Creative writing professor and author Charles Baxter delivered the Hopwood Lecture.

• Two U-M students have taken the lead to improve conditions and equipment for the 200 children of students attending Catherine Ferguson Academy, a school for pregnant teens and teen parents. Alexis Adamjee and Brynn Wozniak, School of Nursing students, began working in the school in January as part of a community mental health nursing course. They saw that the young children lacked a place to crawl, a playground, adequate supplies and educational toys. Adamjee and Wozniak are working to raise at least $10,000 to buy equipment and supplies for the children. 

• Seventeen members of the Michigan Marching Band spent their spring break in the Hurricane Katrina-devastated area where they concentrated their work on Saint Stanislaus, a Catholic high school for boys. U-M students delivered instruments, music stands and music so the academy can have a band program again this fall. Last fall members of the U-M band put an instrument drive into motion, calling and sending letters to Michigan high schools. The requests brought in 20 instruments from Almont High School, 58 music stands from Portland and music books from a number of schools that were added to 15 instruments from the Michigan Marching Band itself.

• The National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) named the University of Michigan the “chapter of the year.” NSBE, one of the largest student organizations on campus, was selected from more than 270 chapters nationwide. This is the second time the chapter has won the award in six years.

• Laura Urteaga-Fuentes, School of Art & Design senior, served as grant coordinator for Casa deUnidad in Detroit in drafting a Community PARTners Artists in Residence grant to use art as a means to alert the community to illegal dumping at Romanowski Park and to highlight the benefits of recycling, reuse and sustainable systems. In writing the grant proposal (her first), Urteaga-Fuentes worked with Casa Executive Director Veronica Paiz and Associate Professor Janie Paul, in partnership with The Greening of Detroit and Southwest Detroit Environmental Visions (SDEV), along with Latina artist Mary Herbeck. Casa DeUnidad was one of five grant award winners.

• LSA undergraduate Jarrett Slavin was one of the five nominees among this year’s MTV Movie Award categories for “The Spiral Project.” Slavin was nominated for a brand new category, MTVU Filmmaker Award. Telling the story of a high school-age playwright prodigy who gets torn from his mundane life by a series of inexplicable events, “Project” had a recent premiere screening at the Michigan Theatre on March 16. 
• Former U-M football standout and current Cleveland Browns wide receiver Braylon Edwards made history on April 14, announcing at the Junge Family Champions Center a $500,000 gift to create a scholarship endowment for the Athletic Department. The gift is the largest pledged to the department by a current professional athlete and links the Braylon Edwards Foundation to the No. 1 jersey. The new endowment will be awarded to the Michigan football player who wears the No. 1 jersey. If no player currently wears No. 1, then the award will be granted to another player who exhibits exceptional off-field behavior and conducts himself as a team player.
Faculty

• John L. King, dean and professor in the School of Information, has been selected as vice provost for academic information. The appointment will be effective June 1, pending approval by the Board of Regents.

• David C. Munson Jr., professor and chair of the Electrical Engineering and Computer Science department, has been selected as the new dean of the College of Engineering. His appointment as the Robert J. Vlasic Dean of Engineering will be effective July 1, pending approval by the Board of Regents.

• Research scientist Jeff Alt was part of an international team that, for the first time, recovered black rocks known as gabbros from intact ocean crust. The recovery will ultimately help scientists determine how new ocean crust is formed. Working for the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program aboard the research drilling ship JOIDES Resolution in the Pacific Ocean about 500 miles west of Costa Rica, the team drilled through the volcanic rock that forms the Earth’s uppermost crust to reach a fossil magma chamber lying almost a mile beneath the sea floor.
• Paul Litcher, chair and the F. Bruce Fralick Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, and director of the Kellogg Eye Center, received the A. Anagnostakis and A. Trantas Gold Medal of Merit and Honor from the Greek Glaucoma Society at the 13th International Glaucoma Congress in Athens. Litcher was recognized for his leadership in glaucoma research and clinical care. 
• Brian Talbot, the David B. Hermelin Professor of Business Administration and professor of operations and management science at the Stephen M. Ross School of Business, was appointed interim director of the Graham Environmental Sustainability Institute. 

• Richard Rabeler, Research Museum collections manager and assistant research scientist at the Herbarium, was named president-elect of the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections—an international association of persons who study and care for natural history collections.

• James Diana, associate dean at the School of Natural Resources and Environment, received the Justin W. Leonard Award of Excellence from the Michigan Chapter of the American Fisheries Society for his contributions to fisheries education, research and management in Michigan. The award, named in honor of Leonard, a professor of natural resources and zoology at U-M from 1964–75, recognizes outstanding competence and achievement of a professional employed in the field of fisheries or aquatic biology in the state of Michigan.

• Kathleen Wade, assistant dean of hospital social work services in the School of Social Work, was the recipient of the 2006 Social Work Leader of the Year Award from the Society of Social Work Leadership in Health Care (SSWLHC). Wade was honored for exhibiting strong, active participation in her work, profession and SSWLHC, as well as demonstrated excellence in solutions of complex psychosocial situations as she directs the UMHS Department of Social Work.

• Srinivas Chiravuri, a lecturer in pain medicine and director of the Implant Program for the Center for Interventional Pain Medicine in the Department of Anesthesiology, was honored with the U-M Health System Shining Star Award for significant contributions to the mission, vision and goals of the institution.

• Kang Shin, the Kevin and Nancy O’Connor Professor of Computer Science and professor of electrical engineering and computer science, was selected to receive the 2006 Ho-Am Prize in Engineering. The highest honor bestowed to Korean-origin engineers and researchers, the prize carries a cash prize of more than $200,000 and a gold medal. It is given to individuals who have contributed to cultural, artistic and social development or furthered the welfare of humanity through distinguished accomplishments in their respective professional fields.

• Richard Laine, professor of materials science and engineering, and of macromolecular science and engineering, and director of the Academic Program in the College of Engineering, has been appointed director of the Macromolecular Science and Engineering Center.

• Secretary of State Terri Lynn Land honored Alan Leichtman of the U-M Health System with a Shining Star award in recognition of his commitment to organ and tissue transplantation. Leichtman is a professor of internal medicine and has been the medical director of transplantation for the kidney/pancreas program at U-M since 1989. He is also co-director of the U-M Transplant Center.

• Three LSA professors have been elected as new fellows by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Judith Irvine, professor of anthropology, Richard Janko, the Gerald F Else Collegiate Professor of Classical Studies, professor and chair of the Department of Classical Studies, and Robert Lazarsfeld, professor of mathematics, are among 175 new fellows and 20 new foreign honorary members named to the Academy. The 195 scholars, scientists, artists, civic, corporate and philanthropic leaders come from 24 states and 13 countries, and range in age from 37 to 83. Represented among this year’s newly elected members are more than 60 universities, a dozen corporations, as well as museums, research institutes, media outlets and foundations.

• Five U-M faculty members have been awarded Guggenheim Fellowships for distinguished service and their exceptional promise for future accomplishments in research. The U-M fellows are Gillian Feeley-Harnik, professor of anthropology; Dena Goodman, professor of history and women’s studies; Donald Lopez, Jr., professor of Buddhist and Tibetan Studies; Jonathan M. Metzl, associate professor of women’s studies & psychiatry; and Andrew Shryock, associate professor of anthropology. Fellows are appointed on the basis of distinguished achievement in the past and exceptional promise for future accomplishment. Since 1925, the foundation has granted more than $247 million in fellowships to more than 16,000 individuals.

• Dennis Capozza, professor of finance and real estate, was named to the newly formed Fitch Academic Advisory Board. The role of the board will be to promote the exchange of ideas between the Fitch Group’s companies and academia. In order to allow a wide scope of coverage, the Board includes a select group of prominent academicians in various areas of economics and finance. 

• Richard Abel, Robert Altman Collegiate Professor of Film Studies, and interim director and professor of international film and media, won the 2005 Theatre Library Association Award for excellence in writing on film and broadcasting. 
• Susan Martin, executive associate vice president for academic affairs at Grand Valley State University, has been named provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs at U-M Dearborn. Her appointment begins July 1, pending approval by the Board of Regents.

Schools, colleges and programs

• U-M announced a program, “MHealthy: Focus on Diabetes,” that will allow diabetic employees and their dependents to receive some of their medications free of charge starting July 1. The effort is believed to be the first program in the nation designed to evaluate the impact of targeted co-pay reduction for preventive medications. Participants will be charged no co-pay for certain drugs that control blood sugar, lower blood pressure, cut the risk of heart and kidney problems, and ease depression. All of the drugs chosen for “free co-pays” have been shown to help prevent diabetes complications that can be debilitating or fatal. More than 2,000 of the 69,700 employees and dependents covered by U-M benefits currently take medication for diabetes. 

• This spring, the U-M Alumni Association and Habitat for Humanity will construct a house in Dallas for a family forced to relocate after last year’s hurricanes. Called the Little Big House project, in honor of the famed stadium on U-M’s campus, Dallas was selected for a building project because the most devastated areas of the Gulf Coast aren’t prepared for rebuilding yet, and there is desperate need for housing for families that were displaced to Texas. 
• A U-M research team will receive a total of $5 million over the next five years to support an interdisciplinary research project on negative refraction—or bending lightwaves downward. The group of physicists, electrical engineers, materials scientists, chemists and biologists from five universities will explore methods to produce new negative-refracting synthetic materials. The U-M team, led by physics professor Roberto Merlin, includes Stephen Forrest, vice president for research and physics professor; Rachel Goldman, materials science and engineering professor; and Jinsang Kim, materials science and engineering professor.

• The U-M has launched the Center for Genetics in Health and Medicine, which aims to bring together researchers and clinicians in finding genetic roots of disease. The center, which is designed to foster collaboration among scientists and doctors scattered in separate departments, is funded by a $2.5 million grant from the University of Michigan Medical School. The center will conduct genetics-related research on diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular ailments and cancer. 
• Scientists at the U-M’s Kellogg Eye Center have gained new insight into the way an embryonic retina cell develops and commits itself to a specific role. The discovery provides a new vantage point for understanding how a healthy visual system develops, and also raises the possibility of redirecting the production of cell types to stave off eye disease. Anand Swaroop, the Harold F. Falls Collegiate Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences and professor of human genetics, is the senior author of the study.

• The University of Michigan Golf Course was included in a listing of top holes designed by what Sports Illustrated (SI) calls “golf’s greatest course architect.” The U-M Golf Course’s signature No. 6 hole—a 310-yard par 4 which plays from an elevated tee to a two-tiered, kidney-shaped green protected by four bunkers—is the second hole on the Alister MacKenzie Dream 18 as selected by a five-person panel that includes three-time Masters champion Nick Faldo and golf course architect Tom Doak. The listing of “the best holes ever designed by Augusta National architect Alister MacKenzie” is featured in SI’s Golf Plus special edition previewing the Masters (April 4). The course was designed in the late 1920s by the legendary Alister MacKenzie, M.D., and opened to the public in the spring of 1931.

Capital Campaign

• The Board of Regents renamed a North Campus Auditorium currently under construction in honor of longtime university philanthropists Penny and Roe Stamps of Miami. The 460-seat auditorium, which will now be called Stamps Auditorium, is part of the Charles R. Walgreen Jr. Drama Center. The center also includes the Arthur Miller Theater. The naming follows a $4.4 million gift from the Stamps that designates $1.4 million to provide for the maintenance and adherence to performance standards at the auditorium. The remaining $3 million will be spent as part of the new Stamps Scholar Program, which will give $10,000 scholarships to high-achieving undergraduates for up to four years. U-M will provide additional need- and merit-based financial aid to the recipients.

Events

• U-M/Ann Arbor Spring Commencement 2006:


-- Graduating senior Erica Rabinowitz gave the student address at spring commencement. Rabinowitz’s activities at the University included being a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Honors Society, Golden Key Honors Society, National Society of Collegiate Scholars, Alice Lloyd Hall Scholars, James B. Angell Scholar and earning University Honors (all semesters). 

-- Christiane Amanpour, internationally renowned CNN journalist and free press advocate, was the featured speaker. She received an honorary degree, doctor of humane letters.

-- Other honorary degree recipients included: Elinor Ostrom, a path-breaking environmental policy theorist (doctor of humane letters); William Richardson, president emeritus of Johns Hopkins University and former president of the Kellogg Foundation (doctor of laws); Amartya Sen, a Nobel Prize-winning economist (doctor of science); and William White, president of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation (doctor of laws).
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