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Students

• U-M alumnus Martin Pakledinaz is among this year’s Tony Award nominees for Best Costume Design for his work in the acclaimed Broadway revival of “The Pajama Game,” starring Harry Connick, Jr. and Kelli O’Hara. If Pakledinaz wins, it will be his third Tony in this category. He won in 2000 for the Brian Stokes Mitchell-Marin Mazzie production of “Kiss Me Kate,” and he won again in 2002 for “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” which featured Troy native Sutton Foster in her breakout role (Foster was also nominated again - this time, for her performance in “The Drowsy Chaperone”). The Tony Awards will air June 11 on CBS.

• Seventeen University of Michigan students and their faculty advisers received an award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for their work on environmentally friendly building materials. The award, called a P3 for people, prosperity and the planet, makes the U-M group eligible to receive a $75,000 grant from the EPA to continue work on their project. They previously received $10,000. The team developed and tested new product design concepts using bio-composite materials that can be derived from agricultural fibers, combined with recyclable polymers.

• Glenda Pettway, a biomedical engineering graduate student research assistant, who is conducting research in the laboratory of a School of Dentistry department chair, is one of only 12 persons nationwide to receive the United Negro College Fund/Merck Graduate Science Research Dissertation Fellowship based on her academic and scientific achievements. UNCF and Merck established the award to help increase the number of African Americans in biomedical science education and research. Pettway will receive a $25,000 award from the chief executive officer of Merck during a June program in Pennsylvania. The company also will award $10,000 to the school’s Department of Periodontics and Oral Medicine to purchase research supplies.

• Tanyaporn Wansom, a third-year medical student at the U-M Medical School, is a recipient of the 2006-2007 Fogarty International Center/Ellison Overseas Fellowship in Global Health and Clinical Research. She is the first U-M student to receive this prestigious fellowship and was selected from more than 136 applicants nationwide following an intense, three-day selection conference hosted at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md. Starting in August 2006, Wansom will spend a year in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where she will participate in clinical care and research related to illicit drug use and HIV/AIDS. She will also have the opportunity to assist with expanding HIV clinical care sites to Laos and the Thai-Burma border.
• Department of Environmental Health Sciences student Sanjeeva Wijeyesakere and faculty mentor Rudy Richardson, the Dow Professor of Toxicology and associate professor of neurotoxicology, were honored recently at the national meeting of the Society of Toxicology. In the poster presentation competition, Wijeyesakere received second place among predoctoral students in neurotoxicology for “Modeling the Patatin Domain of Neuropathy Target Esterase.”

• U-M School of Public Health (SPH) students represent 6 of the 12 fellows selected for the 2006 Association of Schools of Public Health/U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Fellows program. Placements for the yearlong ASPH/EPA program begin in June, with the possibility of a second-year extension. ASPH/EPA fellows from U-M SPH include Joshua Bennett, Julia Gray, Carrie Knowlton, Tina Moore, Stephanie Ross and Erin Silvestri.

• Department of Epidemiology student Carla Talarico was the recipient of the Margaret Ayers Host Award from Rackham Graduate School, which is a $5,000 award given each year to a woman doctoral candidate at U-M.

• Heidi Durbeck, a graduate student in the School of Public Health, received the 2006 Association of Schools of Public Health/Health Resources and Services Administration Council on Linkages Student Award for Excellence in Public Health Practice. Durbeck was selected by a national review committee, largely due to her demonstration of the scholarship of public health practice while overseeing a Camp Health Aide Program with Migrant Health Promotion. Dawn Sievert, a doctoral candidate in epidemiology, was U-M SPH’s other student nominee for this award; she received honorable mention as one of the top five candidates.

• Naima Wong, a graduate student in the Department of Health Behavior and Health Education, was selected as one of four 2006 Association of Schools of Public Health/CDC Prevention Research Center Fellows. The fellowship unites minority doctoral students with leading public health researchers across the country. Wong will work with the Prevention Research Center of Michigan on a project entitled “Uplifting Youth Voice and Participation: Adolescent Perspectives on Solutions to Violence and Evaluation of a Youth-Driven Advocacy Forum."

• Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic, and Space Sciences professors Perry Samson and Bob Clauer are conducting atmospheric investigations and taking atmospheric and space weather measurements in Kangerlussuaq, Greenland, along with 10 students who call themselves the Happy Greenland Campers. One of the groups has already found artifacts from a U-M expedition that explored Mt. Evans 80 years ago. The Happy Greenlanders are recording their experiences in a blog that anyone can post to by emailing aoss-greenland@umich.edu. 

• Doctoral Program in Architecture student and graduate student instructor Stephanie Pilat is one of four scholars to receive a fellowship in Modern Italian Studies from the American Academy in Rome. Pilat’s submission, entitled “Re-Imagining Italy: The Ina-Casa Neighborhoods of the Postwar Era,” won the Donald and Maria Cox Pre-Doctoral Rome Prize. Pilat and the other winners will take up residence at the academy in Rome beginning in September.

Faculty and staff

• Sean Morrison, associate professor of cell and developmental biology, associate professor of internal medicine and director of the Center for Stem Cell Biology at the U-M Life Sciences Institute, was named one of 14 Michiganians of the Year for 2005 by the Detroit News. The newspaper has honored leaders across the state since 1978, and annually receives hundreds of nominations for Michigan residents who perform good works. Morrison was honored for his dedication to “making science matter.” The paper credited him for his work to increase understanding of the importance of stem cell research, as well as for leading a team that has made several important scientific discoveries that “could lead to safer and more effective treatments for people whose lives are touched by cancer, birth defects and other diseases.”

• Zhen “Jen” Zhu was appointed to the new position of coordinator of U-M China initiatives in the Office of the Vice Provost for International Affairs. Zhu will help to identify partner institutions in China, work with a faculty steering committee to identify and develop University-wide opportunities in China, as well as helping schools and colleges develop programs centered around Chinese studies. Zhu received her Master of Arts degree in Chinese Studies at U-M, and one of her first tasks will be to do an inventory of academic programs in Chinese universities.

• William Elger Jr., executive director for administration and chief financial officer of the Medical School, was appointed national chair of the Association of American Medical Colleges’ Group on Business Affairs (GBA), an organization that advances administrative and fiscal management in support of medical education, research and health care among its members. His installation took place in April during the GBA annual meeting in Vancouver.

• Elisabeta Karl, an adjunct clinical lecturer in Cariology, Restorative Sciences and Endodontics in the School of Dentistry, received the top honor in the American Association of Dental Research/Pfizer Hatton Awards competition, senior division. She is attempting to determine what role, if any, two proteins may play in angiogenesis, the process that helps the body repair itself following injury.

• Professor of Anthropology Maxwell Owusu was elected to serve as a member of the Board of Trustees of World Neighbors Inc., a non-profit international development organization. World Neighbors’ mission is to transform communities by helping people address hunger, poverty and disease in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean by inspiring lasting leadership and collective action through programs that include food security, leadership training, and reproductive and community health.

• Catherine McLaughlin, School of Public Health professor of health management and policy, and director of the Economic Research Initiative on the Uninsured, has been appointed to the board of trustees for the American Hospital Association Health Research and Educational Trust. She will begin a three-year term in July.

• Barry Rabe, a professor at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and School of Natural Resources and Environment, was recognized with a Climate Protection Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Rabe received one of 23 awards given by the EPA to individuals, organizations and companies worldwide.  The EPA lauded Rabe for his publications, research, and speeches that inspired and guided state politicians and the public to take steps to protect the climate.

• Jorge Delva, associate professor of social work, has been named an Academic Leadership Program (ALP) fellow for the 2006-07 academic year. The Committee on Institutional Cooperation sponsors the ALP, which has an objective to develop leadership skills of faculty members who have demonstrated exceptional ability and administrative promise.

• Christopher Ruf, professor in the Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences and Electrical Engineering and Computer Science departments was appointed as the new director of the Space Physics Research Laboratory, one of only a few university-based space engineering facilities. His three-year appointment was effective May 16.

• Department of Aerospace Engineering Professor Anthony Waas was selected for an American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Sustained Service Award for leadership through technical publications as associate editor and editorial board member of the AIAA Journal, and the Journal of Aircraft, respectively, and for dedicated service to the Structures Technical Committee.

• Michigan basketball coach Tommy Amaker will lead a team of Big Ten players in Australia this summer.  Amaker will coach two Wolverines and one player from each of the other conference schools against Australian teams in four games August 8-18.

Schools, colleges and programs

• The U-M Board of Regents approved renovations to parts of two buildings on its medical campus, Medical Science Building I and II.  The renovations will cost a combined $20 million, with the money coming from the U-M Medical School’s funds.  Spaces will be reconfigured to improve efficiency, upgrade research laboratories and update infrastructure and support spaces, among other things. The projects will allow U-M to move units out of the Kresge Building Complex, which eventually will be demolished.

• The U-M Board of Regents approved renovations to Michigan Stadium that will improve concessions, add restrooms, widen seats and aisles, and add a new press box and enclosed seating. The regents also approved the hiring of HNTB Architecture to design the project. The projected $226 million cost will be funded through private donations and Athletic Department resources, primarily revenues generated by the new seating. When renovations are complete, capacity at the Big House will top 108,000.

• New grandstand seating, including barrier-free areas, and expanded restroom facilities along with new indoor hitting facilities and press areas will be added at the U-M softball and baseball stadiums after the Board of Regents approved the schematic designs for the projects. Seating capacity at Alumni Field, home to the 2005 National Champion and recently crowned 2006 Big Ten Tournament Champion softball team, will be doubled with construction of a new 1,800-seat grandstand and 1,000-seat outfield bleachers. New public restrooms, concessions areas and a media facility will be provided in the addition. The Donald R. Shepherd Softball Building, built in 1998, will be expanded to allow for additional team meeting and athletic training areas.

• Starting with the 2006-07 season, a record number of fans will hear Wolverine sports on radio as the U-M athletics took a giant step forward with the announcement of its multi-level broadcast plan through the 2010-11 seasons. An agreement with CBS Radio, the Chum Radio Group of Canada, and Radio One brings coverage to Wolverines fans in Detroit and Ontario on five powerful stations: WOMC-FM, WWJ-AM, WXYT-AM, CKLW-AM and WCHB-AM. The Michigan Sports Network games will also be carried on a network with more than 30 stations. Michigan will become one of the few schools in the nation to provide audio streaming and podcasting over the Internet free of charge, a move designed to make all Wolverine sports more accessible to the fan base worldwide.

• Architectural designs were approved May 19 for the largest and most comprehensive eye center in the Midwest. The Board of Regents gave the go-ahead for a $121 million expansion of the Kellogg Eye Center, approving the plans for a 222,000 square-foot building that nearly will double the current space for eye care, education and research when it opens in 2010.

• Research scientist Jeff Alt was part of an international team that, for the first time, recovered black rocks known as gabbros from intact ocean crust, ultimately helping scientists to determine how new ocean crust is formed. Working for the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program aboard the research drilling ship JOIDES Resolution in the Pacific Ocean about 500 miles west of Costa Rica, the team drilled through the volcanic rock that forms the Earth’s uppermost crust to reach a fossil magma chamber lying almost a mile beneath the sea floor.

• The U-M Cardiovascular Center has launched a new, comprehensive Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Clinic that will help patients, and their families, understand their risk and receive effective treatment. It’s one of only seven programs in the country devoted specifically to hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, or HCM. The U-M program unites a broad range of physicians and others who already help hundreds of HCM patients each year. The new coordinated approach to testing, diagnosis and treatment will give patients access to the full range of options, including genetic testing and counseling that can help an entire family. It will also help families participate in research that seeks to improve HCM care for the future. 

• Researchers at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center will help lead a new study designed to examine whether women with early-stage lymph node-negative breast cancer can be assigned to individualized treatment plans based on certain genes that may predict whether their cancer will return. The study, called the Trial Assigning Individualized Options for Treatment (Rx), or TAILORx, is sponsored by the National Cancer Institute, part of the National Institutes of Health, and will be conducted by all of the NCI-sponsored clinical trials groups that perform breast cancer research studies. Daniel Hayes, clinical director of the breast oncology program at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center, will lead the portion of the trial conducted by the Southwest Oncology Group, one of the largest cancer clinical trials cooperative groups in the United States.
• The University of Michigan Library has launched its new Deep Blue service that provides public online access to more than 24,000 items of research, a database that will grow as U-M researchers continue to add their work. The service is available to the broader academic community and the general public and provides free, online and fully searchable results in a wide variety of research areas. Deep Blue can be accessed at: http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu.
• Ann Arbor-based Small Times Magazine ranked U-M as the third-most advanced university in the realm of micro and nanotechnologies.  The trade magazine conducted a study of 50 universities and ranked the schools in five areas, including: research, education, facilities, industrial outreach and commercialization. Comprehensive survey results are available in the May/June issue of Small Times magazine. 

• Researchers at U-M-Flint will use an $85,000 grant from Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan to increase screening for colorectal cancer (CRC) among African American males. The project will build upon existing cancer awareness programs in Flint African American churches implemented by Faith Access to Community Development. With the BCBS grant researchers hope to improve awareness of the necessity of CRC screening; facilitate annual CRC screenings among African American men; and use health teams already established in African American churches to increase early stage cancer detection in African American males.

Capital Campaign

• A Colorado couple is giving $1 million to communications studies and $250,000 to the Athletic Department at the University of Michigan.  Arnold Pohs, a wireless industry pioneer who graduated from U-M in 1948, and Constance Friedman Pohs, who graduated in 1949, live in Castle Rock, Colorado.  Their $1 million donation to the College of Literature, Science and the Arts will go to teaching and research in communications studies and outfit a state-of-the-art media research laboratory in the proposed North Quad complex.  Their $250,000 donation to the Athletics Department will go to a scholarship and the baseball clubhouse. The lobby in the clubhouse will be named for the couple.

• The U-M Museum of Art on Friday announced a $1 million pledge from Cheng-Yang Chang to fund a gallery in honor of his late wife, Shirley Chang.  A retired Flint urologist, Chang also donated more than 30 Chinese paintings by his father, noted artist Ku-Nien Chang. Chang, who graduated from the National Defense Medical Center in Taiwan, completed his residency in urology at the U-M Medical School in 1967.

• Bunyan Bryant, a U-M professor who has devoted his career to environmental justice and social activism, has donated $100,000 to the School of Natural Resources and Environment’s Environmental Justice Fund. The School of Natural Resources and Environment offers a Master of Science degree specializing in environmental justice, the study of the disproportionate impact of environmental hazards on people of color and residents of low-income communities. Bryant’s gift will assist students who are conducting research, organizing conferences and disseminating information to communities and policymakers on environmental justice issues.
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