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Students

• The School of Public of Health started its first day of classes by immersing more than 100 students in the biggest health issues of nearby Detroit, one of the nation's largest cities. Practice Plunge, a Sept. 1 daylong bus trip, is the first known program of its kind in the nation to introduce students to practicing public health in a large city. Students and faculty made the trip on the day after orientation. It was an intensive day of meeting local health experts, touring the city and hearing community leaders talk about their work in a large, diverse urban area and the creative ways they tackle health issues. The goal is to start the academic year by familiarizing students with the major issues impacting public health and to introduce them to state and local leaders and their frontline work, while strengthening the ties between the University and Detroit, where U-M was founded in 1817.
• Electrical engineering and computer science (CSE) doctoral students Zhigang Chen (5th year) and Xin Hu (1st year), and CSE research programmer Scott Gifford took first place in the newly-created Windows for CE Shared Source contest, a national competition sponsored by Microsoft and WindowsForDevices.com. Calling their project, “Smart Cameras for Smart Conference Rooms,” the team used location sensing technology along with Berkeley motes (wireless sound sensors) to detect motion and sound in a large conference room. Cameras then automatically follow what is happening in the meeting, and then stream the video over the internet. Chen has worked with TinyOS for the past three years, Hu is currently working on a handset security project, and Gifford works on location awareness technologies. Chen and Xu work with Kang Shin, Kevin and Nancy O'Connor Professor of Computer Science.

• Former U.S. Rep. Joe Schwarz received the Champion of Science Award from The Science Coalition on the University of Michigan campus on August 28. The Science Coalition is a 64-member organization of universities that promotes the value of federal funding of basic research. The award is presented to members of Congress who have been active supporters of research during their tenure. U-M is one of four Michigan universities that is a member of the national coalition. Schwarz, a U-M graduate, served a two-year term in the U.S. House that began in 2004, where he served on the House Science Committee.

• Former University of Michigan rower Brett Sickler (2002-05) garnered a gold medal in the U.S. women’s eight on August 27 at the 2006 FISA World Rowing Championships. The American boat led wire to wire en route to a world's best time (5:55.50). With Sickler in the bow seat, the U.S. shell rocketed off the start, grabbing a two-seat lead in the first 250 meters of the race. The crew continued to build on its advantage during the next 750 meters, taking nearly a length lead over Germany at the midway point of the race. With a strong tailwind and choppy conditions, the U.S. encountered a slight bobble just after the 1,000-meter mark. However, the crew maintained control and was able to keep Germany at a safe distance the rest of the way down the course to win by a half length. Germany finished second in 5:57.29, and Australia held off China for the bronze medal. Sickler also competed in the women's double sculls event at the World Championships. She placed sixth in the B final.

• Former University of Michigan standout Joe Warren captured the 60 kg/132-pound gold medal at the 2006 FILA World Championships on September 25 at the Tianhe Sports Center. Warren became just the fifth American wrestler to win a Greco-Roman world championship and the first in four years to accomplish the feat. Warren, a 2000 NCAA All-American and four-year letter winner at Michigan (1996, '98-2000), cruised through perhaps the tournament's toughest draw to reach the championship match, knocking off previous world champion Dilshod Aripov in the first round and earning subsequent wins over former world silver medalist Ali Ashkani and bronze medalist Eusebui Diaconu. Warren posted a perfect 5-0 mark in just his second career World Championships appearance. He placed ninth at last year's world event.
Faculty and staff

• Robert Winfield, director of the U-M Health Service, has been named to the newly created position of Chief Health Officer for U-M. Winfield will continue to focus on the health of students, but in his new role will also promote the health of University employees, dependents and retirees. Winfield will advocate for effective health service programs, policies and practices. He will lead University efforts on health and wellness issues, among other duties. Winfield has been the director of the University Health Service since 1999.

• The Division of Student Affairs has appointed Jennifer Meyer Schrage as director of the Office of Student Conflict Resolution (OSCR). Schrage comes to U-M from Eastern Michigan University, where she was the director of the Office of Student Judicial Services. As OSCR director Schrage will provide leadership to advance the office's mission, which emphasizes educational programming for the entire student body, embraces an educational philosophy in the execution of conflict resolution, encompasses a community responsibility oriented in restorative justice and good citizenship, and places value on the role conflict management and resolution can play in contributing to a just society.
• The National Arab American Medical Association recognized U-M Professor Emeritus of Epidemiology Hunein “John” Maassab at its 28th annual national meeting in September for “outstanding contributions to science and medicine.” Maassab delivered remarks, in which he explained the complex and slow process he went through in developing and testing the FluMist vaccine at the University of Michigan School of Public Health.
• Jeanne Strickland, chief compliance officer/privacy director and chief information security officer at the University of Michigan Health System, was appointed by Governor Jennifer Granholm to the State Health Information Technology Commission to represent hospitals for a term expiring August 3, 2009. The State Health Information Technology Commission was created within the Michigan Department of Community Health to facilitate and promote the design, implementation, operation and maintenance of an interoperable health care information infrastructure in Michigan. 

• Edward A. Hurvitz, associate professor of physical medicine and rehabilitation, has been appointed as chair of the department of physical medicine and rehabilitation, pending approval by the U-M Board of Regents. Hurvitz joined the U-M faculty in 1998 with a focus on pediatric and adolescent rehabilitation services. Hurvitz has been principle investigator or co-director of a number of research grants and training grants including one from the National Institutes of Health for $1.3 million that was awarded in May. He also is the PM&R director of pediatric rehabilitation research. He has been his department’s director of medical education since 2001. 

• Jonathan Maybaum, professor of pharmacology and associate professor of radiation oncology at the Medical School, recently received a 2006 innovator award from Campus Technology magazine for "providing user-friendly Web site building tools." The magazine cites Maybaum's development of the Web-based program SiteMaker, which lets non-technical people make highly customized Web sites and Web databases. U-M faculty, students and staff, using UM.SiteMaker, currently publish more than 5,000 Web sites.

• Paula Allen-Meares, dean of the School of Social Work and professor of education and social work, has been selected as the recipient of the National Association of Social Workers Foundation's 2006 Knee/Wittman Outstanding Lifetime Achievement in Health and Mental Health Award. The program was established to recognize those who represent the values, ethics and approaches exemplified by two dedicated social work pioneers, Ruth Knee and Milton Wittman. 

• Stephen R. Forrest, the William Gould Dow Collegiate Professor of Electrical Engineering and vice president for research, was named a co-recipient of the 2007 Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Daniel E. Noble Award, for pioneering contributions to the development of organic light emitting diodes. The award recognizes outstanding contributions to emerging technologies.

• Michael Wynne, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology and curator of algae for the U-M Herbarium, was this year’s only recipient of the Phycological Society of America's Award of Excellence at the annual society meetings recently in Juneau, Alaska. Wynne's long-term interests are in systematics of marine algae. He has described more than two dozen new genera of marine algae from around the world including Alaska, Australia, Madagascar, Oman, Galapagos, California, the Caribbean and more.

• Josephine Kurdziel, lecturer in biology and assistant research scientist, department of ecology and evolutionary biology, LSA, was honored for her course “Biology for Non-Scientists.” It was designated an exemplary practice course, the highest designation awarded by a panel of national experts in biology. The course also was named one of the top examples of best practices in a national study of biology courses conducted by the Center for Educational Policy Research on behalf of the College Board of the University of Oregon.

• Professor of Mathematics Gopal Prasad was awarded the Humboldt Research Award for Senior U.S. Scientists. This award is given to researchers with internationally recognized academic qualifications and honors the academic achievements of the award winner's lifetime. Award winners are invited to carry out research projects of their own choice in Germany in cooperation with colleagues.

• Yaron Z. Eliav, Jean and Samuel Frankel Professor of Rabbinic Literature and associate professor of Rabbinic literature, Department of Near Eastern Studies, LSA, has been named winner of the Theology and Religious Studies award by the Association of American Publishers, and winner of the 2006 Salo Baron Prize for the Best First Book in Judaic Studies from the American Academy of Jewish Research for his book, "God's Mountain: The Temple Mount in Time, Place, and Memory."

Schools, colleges and programs

• The U-M’s Stephen M. Ross School of Business was named North America's No. 1 business school by The Wall Street Journal. A Wall Street Journal/Harris Interactive survey of 4,100 corporate recruiters who hire MBA graduates ranked factors such as recruiters' perception of a school and its students, recruiters' intended future supportive behavior toward a school and the number of recruiters a school attracts. The perception component is based on 21 attributes including communication, ethics, integrity, analytical and problem-solving skills, leadership potential and faculty expertise. This is the second time in three years the Ross School of Business is in the top spot of the Journal's rankings.

• The international edition of Newsweek magazine ranked the U-M as No. 11 on a list of the top 100 global universities. Harvard University, Stanford University and Yale University were ranked as the top three, respectively. To compile its rankings, the magazine considered each school's number of highly cited researchers, number of articles published in two scientific magazines and citations in social sciences and arts and humanities indices, and the percentage of international faculty and students on campus, among other measures. 

• The U-M tied with the University of Virginia as the second-highest ranked public university in the country in the latest annual list by U.S. News & World Report magazine. The magazine's list of America's Best Colleges ranked the University of California-Berkeley as the top public university. Including private and public universities, U-M and UVA were tied at No. 24 overall on the list. Last year, U-M tied with the University of California-Los Angeles for third place among public universities. The magazine’s criteria include graduation and retention rates, faculty and financial resources, applicant selectivity and the percentage of alumni who donate money. 

• U.S. News and World Report placed the University of Michigan-Dearborn among the top five master’s level public universities in the Midwest rankings in the magazine’s Aug. 28 edition, focusing on “America's Best Colleges.” The magazine also ranks the campus's College of Engineering and Computer Science in the top 20 undergraduate engineering programs in the country at schools without doctoral programs. U-M Dearborn was compared with other public universities that offer few or no doctoral degrees.

• The U-M was named one of the NCAA’s 50 Best Colleges for Women’s Golf according to the September issue of Golf Digest, which is highlighted with the second annual College Golf Guide. The Wolverines received a No. 38 ranking on the prestigious list.  U-M joins three other Big Ten programs honored as the NCAA's best golf institutions: Ohio State (No. 18), Purdue (No. 36) and Michigan State (No. 46). Rankings in the College Golf Guide were based on five categories, and each category was graded on a curve to determine overall scores. The first category for the evaluation was team adjusted scoring average, which spans the past four years and applies the formula used by the NCAA committees to select postseason teams. The second was player growth, which looks at the percentage of players who annually improved their adjusted scoring averages as well as a team's cumulative improvement. The remaining aspects that were used to determine standings included academics, climate, which measures each school's 30-year average of playable days from Sept. 1-May 1, and coaches/facilities. Michigan ranked in the nation's top 20 percent in team adjusted scoring average and coaches/facilities and was in the top 30 percent in academics and player growth.

• A new campus guide recognizes the University of Michigan as one of the 20 best schools for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students. The Advocate College Guide for LGBT Students profiles 100 colleges and universities from across the country that offers resources and creates a positive living and learning environment for LGBT students. More than 650 campuses were nominated for inclusion in the book. Campuses made the cut based on factors such as institutional policies, commitment and support, and counseling and health services.

• The U-M will significantly expand efforts in energy research with the creation of The Michigan Memorial Phoenix Energy Institute. The institute will coordinate activities, serve as an international authority and resource in energy related issues, assist in developing funding sources and attracting faculty, manage the facilities, engage industry and provide a unified voice and focal point on energy research, policy and education. The University, which will launch the institute with $9 million, plans to recruit top-tier energy research faculty. Additionally, initiative funds will be combined with commitments from the College of Engineering and the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts to establish several new chaired faculty positions, and several new graduate fellowships in energy research will be created by a partnership between the initiative and the Rackham Graduate School. The new institute will be housed in the Michigan Memorial Phoenix Laboratory. The building will be renovated with $11 million in state capital outlay and University funding.

• Block M Records presented “New Music on the Block,” a campus-wide competition to select the most original musical composition and performance by a University of Michigan student or group. The label conducted the talent search from September 5-15 Selected work will be recorded in the U-M Duderstadt Center, and a live public performance of the winning piece will be given in mid October at the center. The label is a subsidiary of the Internet Publication Project – a campus-wide collaborative research program exploring the convergence of multiple technologies in support of the Web-based publication of research. 

• Rebecca J. Scott, the Charles Gibson Distinguished University Professor of History and Professor of Law, has won the Frederick Douglass Book Prize for “Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba After Slavery” (Harvard University Press, 2005). The $25,000 prize is awarded by the Gilder Lehman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and Abolition at Yale University.
• NanoBio Corporation, a company founded by Dr. James R. Baker, Jr., the Ruth Dow Doan Professor of Biologic Nanotechnology, secured $30 million from Perseus, L.L.C., a leading private equity fund management company in Washington, D.C. The investment is one of the largest single institutional investments in a biotechnology company in Michigan. NanoBio Corporation develops therapies and vaccines against infections. NanoBio has further developed a novel nanoemulsion technology that began development at U-M. This technology works differently than antibiotics or traditional antiseptics, and is safe for humans, animals and the environment. Baker directs the Michigan Nanotechnology Institute for Medicine and the Biological Sciences. 

• Researchers from the U-M physics department are part of an international team that has been chosen by NASA to study a proposed Joint Dark Energy Mission. The researchers will develop infrared light detectors that will be mounted on a satellite to be launched into space for the study. Discovered in 1998, dark energy is no believed to make up 75 percent of the universe. Dark energy causes the expansion of the universe to accelerate. U-M has been involved with SNAP (SuperNova/Acceleration Probe), an experiment designed to learn the nature of dark energy and is funded by the Department of Energy, for about five years. It is the hope that the SNAP program will ultimately be chose as the team to study the dark energy when the satellite is launched.

• A team of U-M scientists has identified 20 variants of a gene that has been strongly linked to age-related macular degeneration (AMD). Led by researchers Gonçalo Abecasis and Anand Swaroop, the team looked at 84 genetic differences in and around the Complement Factor H (CFH) gene, a major site of disease, in 726 patients with AMD and in 268 unaffected people. The team believes that the non-coding DNA surrounding the gene may be the primary source of trouble. None of the 84 genetic variants studied seemed to account for macular degeneration by itself, instead making multiple, distinct contributions. Swaroop believes that the complexity of these genetic factors has implications for therapeutic approaches to AMD, which is the leading cause of blindness.

• The U-M Comprehensive Cancer Institute’s core support grant from the National Cancer Institute will be renewed at $26.6 million over five years. The award will fund the cancer center through 2010. The prior grant was worth $25.6 million. The funding supports clinical research operations and research in areas such as cancer stem cells, prevention and targeted molecular therapies. This winter, the cancer center plans to expand its services as it has seen its patient volume grow steadily in recent years. Its building is attached to University Hospital. The cancer center has 369 member physicians and researchers in 18 clinical, basic and prevention research programs and 11 multidisciplinary clinics.

• The University of Michigan Board of Regents approved the sale of M-Care, the insurance business of the U-M Health System, to Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. The deal, which must be approved by state and federal regulators before it becomes final, calls for Detroit-based Blue Cross Blue Shield to pay $240 million. Officials expect the sale to be finalized in late 2006 or early 2007. Under the agreement, announced Sept. 12, Blue Cross’ HMO subsidiary, Blue Care Network, will purchase the M-Care HMO plans and the Medicaid business, M-Caid. Blue Cross itself will purchase Michigan Health Insurance Corp., M-Care's PPO subsidiary. Ann Arbor-based M-Care is one of only a few university-owned health insurers in the country whose plans are open to outside employers and individuals. M-Care and Blue Cross officials have said that the approximately 200,000 M-Care members will see their current benefits continue after the sale with the option of renewing for 2007. After that, they will have to choose from Blue Cross' plans. Of the sale price, $10 million will go toward forming a new joint venture with the university to commission research studies and health care quality improvement projects.

• The U-M Depression Center and John Hopkins University have combined efforts to examine bipolar genetics by combining their stockpiles of biological samples from bipolar patients and their families. They will then make the entire collection available to researchers anywhere who are searching for clues to bipolar’s inherited traits. All 1,500 blood and cell samples from 140 families affected by bipolar disorder will be shipped from the Hopkins campus in Baltimore and stored with the samples collected in the last year by U-M researchers. The new effort ultimately aims to improve diagnosis and treatment for bipolar patients and their family members. 

• U-M has expanded its M-PACT program by replacing loans with grants for its most needy students. The total package covers their tuition, room and board, books and other expenses. Students do not have to repay grants, unlike loans. The changes are part of an overall 10 percent increase in financial aid grant levels for new and returning U-M students. U-M is working through the Michigan Difference campaign to raise a permanent endowment of at least $60 million to support M-PACT, launched by President Mary Sue Coleman in early 2005. 

• To increase its visibility and accessibility among area students and families, the U-M Detroit Admissions Office has relocated to the U-M Detroit Center, 3663 Woodward Ave. The office serves students and families through numerous outreach efforts and in one-on-one or family appointments in preparation for higher education. It has served the metropolitan Detroit area since 1990, previously at the Rackham Building (across from the Detroit Institute of Arts) and the New Center One Building.

• The U-M Board of Regents approved site preparation efforts for a new state-of-the-art living-learning complex at U-M. The North Quad Residential and Academic Complex is slated to be constructed on the site of the existing Frieze Building. The regents authorized staff to issue for bids and award contracts for the asbestos abatement and demolition of the Frieze Building. The preparation package also will include site work to reinforce portions of the Carnegie Library for incorporation into the North Quad complex, and install earth-retention systems and utilities. The preparation project is estimated to cost $8.5 million. Funding will be provided by University Housing, the Office of the Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, LSA and University investment proceeds.

Capital campaign

• David Brandon, a U-M regent and CEO and chairman of Domino's Pizza, has donated $4 million to the university for a variety of projects, including funds for the new neonatal intensive care unit. The largest portion of the donation from David and Jan Brandon will support the hospital facility that pulled his newborn sons through a life-threatening ailment in 1980. U-M plans to use $2 million of the gift in the construction of the neonatal unit in a new 1.1 million-square-foot hospital to replace the C.S. Mott Children's Hospital and Women's Hospital. The NCIU will be named the Nick and Chris Brandon Neonatal Intensive Care Unit after the Brandons' twin boys, who were born with a rare blood disorder and treated successfully in Mott's Holden Neonatal Center. The gift also will provide:  $500,000 for the School of Education to develop a center to house digital records;  $250,000 for the U-M Museum of Art to be used in a space on the top floor of the museum's new Frankel Wing, linking galleries devoted to collections of the arts in Asia with those devoted to modern and contemporary art; $750,000 for the Athletics Department for facilities and operating expenses, and to establish an endowment fund for student athletes; $250,000 for the Department of Urology to support the Prostate Cancer Survivorship Clinic; and $250,000 for the Stephen M. Ross School of Business to assist in construction already under way to build a new home for the school.

• A $4 million gift from the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Foundation, named for the University of Michigan’s class of 1982 graduate, will establish the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Flight Vehicle Institute in the Department of Aerospace Engineering at U-M. The institute will house all other programs previously established by Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Foundation. The programs include the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Professorship of Aerospace Engineering, the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Fellowships, and the Center for Rotary and Fixed Wing Air Vehicle Design Center. The gift will establish a permanent endowment to support the graduate fellows, as well as other activities of the new Institute. Gifts from the FXB Foundation to U-M currently total $12.8 million.
• Ann Arbor businessman Phil Jenkins gave $2 million to support University of Michigan Depression Center scientist Jon-Kar Zubieta for his research on brain chemistry and genetics related to depression and bipolar disorder. In addition to the titles associate professor of psychiatry and of radiology, as well as research associate professor in the U-M Molecular and Behavioral Neuroscience Institute, Zubieta is also the first Phil F. Jenkins Research Professor of Depression in the U-M Department of Psychiatry. Jenkins has also supported several other areas of the University’s Health System, including the department of urology. The gift adds to the $2 million Jenkins previously gave for a new building that will house the Center and other U-M mental health programs that is opening this fall. 

• The head of a Dearborn-based steel company and his wife have donated $5 million to the University of Michigan's department of history, the largest donation it has ever received. The money will create an endowment to support a new institute, which was renamed after the couple – the Frances and Kenneth Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies. Created in 2005, the institute is focused on advanced historical research and teaching. It invites historians and scholars to visit U-M to give lectures and workshops. It also provides small fellowships to historians.
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