July Highlights

New President

•  Mary Sue Coleman has become the 13th president of the University of Michigan, effective August 1.  Coleman served as president of the University of Iowa since 1995 and was a professor of biochemistry in Iowa's College of Medicine and professor of biological sciences in the College of Liberal Arts.  In addition to the presidency of Iowa, Coleman has held posts as provost and vice president for academic affairs (1993-95) at the University of New Mexico, and vice chancellor for graduate studies and research (1992-93) and associate provost and dean of research (1990-92) at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

She served for 19 years as a member of the biochemistry faculty and as a Cancer Center administrator at the University of Kentucky in Lexington, where her research focused on the immune system and malignancies.

Students/Alumni

•  A scholarship program for the children of U-M graduates who died in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon was announced July 18 by Interim President B. Joseph White.  The scholarships honor 18 U-M alumni who died. Their families include 11 children ranging in age from several months to four years old.  

•  Richard Balzhiser, one of the nation's leading energy and engineering experts and "spinning fullback" for Bennie Oosterbaan's U-M football teams in 1952-55, was inducted into the Verizon Academic All-America Hall of Fame June 26.  A true student-athlete, Balzhiser graduated at the top of his class as an engineering major.  He holds bachelor of science, master of science and Ph.D. degrees from Michigan and taught chemical engineering at U-M 1960-70.  He worked in industry and as a White House fellow in the office of Defense Secretary Robert McNamara and for Richard Nixon in the Office of Science and Technology.

Faculty/Staff

•  The U-M Trauma Burn Center won a Golden Eagle award from CINE, an organization that recognizes the best of non-theatrical film, for "In An Instant …," an innovative new video that teaches about the dangers of fire through the first-person stories of children and teens who have suffered painful burn injuries.  The film is being made available to schools, hospitals, and fire departments nationwide. 

•  The U-M Health System (UMHS) has again been named one of the top 10 hospitals in the country by U.S. News and World Report.  UMHS ranks 8th among the nation's 17 honor roll hospitals.  Top ranking U-M specialties include Cancer 9, Digestive Disorders 13, Ear, Nose & Throat 4, Geriatrics 10, Gynecology 11, Heart & Heart Surgery 42, Hormonal Disorders 12, Kidney Disease 13, Neurology & Neurosurgery 29, Orthopedics 19, Pediatrics 22, Psychiatry 15, Rehabilitation 13, Respiratory Disorders 10, Rheumatology 11, and Urology 14.

•  President George W. Bush presented the prestigious Presidential Early Career Award in Science and Engineering to three U-M researchers July 12 in Washington. 

--Brian Conrad, associate professor of mathematics, was singled out for his work in arithmetic geometry, an overlap of number theory and algebraic geometry.  

--Elizabeth Davis, assistant professor of education, has done cutting-edge research on how elementary teachers learn to teach science and is developing a program to help new teachers learn to teach inquiry-based science.

--R. Brent Gillespie, assistant professor of mechanical engineering, is developing a robotic device that determines how physical objects feel when pressed or pushed, then emulates the feel for a human who presses or pushes on the robot.  This device has applications in the areas of human-computer interaction, computer games, and computer music.

The Presidential Early Career Award in Science and Engineering is the highest honor the U.S. government bestows on scientists and engineers who are beginning their careers.  

•  James R. Baker, the Ruth Dow Doan Professor of Nanotechnology and director of the Medical School's Center for Biologic Nanotechnology, has received a $2 million grant from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration to develop nanomolecular devices to be inserted inside white blood cells.  The devices created from synthetic polymers called dendrimers would detect early signs of damage from dangerous radiation or infection. 

•  Education Professor Percy Bates has been selected as a member of the Secretary of Education's Commission on Opportunity in Athletics.  He has been the U-M's representative to the Big 10 Conference and NCAA for 12 years.  The commission will collect information, analyze issues, and obtain public input to improve the application of federal standards to measure equal opportunity for men and women to participate in athletics under Title IX. 

Gifts

•  Ann Lurie has pledged $25 million to the College of Engineering to support new programs in biomedical engineering and integrated microsystems.  Ann Lurie, one of the most generous individual donors to the U-M, has given a total of $45 million to the University.  In addition to gifts for the Lurie Carillon Tower and the Robert Lurie Engineering Center, both on North Campus, she has given gifts to the Business School for the Samuel Zell and Robert H. Lurie Institute for Entrepreneurial Studies and to the School of Social Work for the Marion Elizabeth Blue Professorship in Children and Families.  The professorship is named for Ann Lurie's mother.  Ann Lurie is the widow of Robert H. Lurie, a U-M alumnus and entrepreneur.


