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Students

• The University of Michigan community mourned the loss of President Gerald R. Ford, distinguished alumnus and the 38th president of the United States, who died Dec. 26. He was 93. Ford graduated from U-M in 1935 with Bachelor of Arts degrees in economics and political science. He proudly supported the University, making regular visits to the campus—especially to the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

• Senior Anna Barsan developed a one-person, grass-roots effort to raise money for a school in Nairobi, Kenya. The effort called, “The Mathare Project,” is aimed at raising money for basic school supplies, including books, paper, pencils, desks, chalk, chalkboards and food.  In addition to working on building a Web site describing the project, Barsan also hopes to speak to groups in the Ann Arbor area to promote the cause. Last summer, she visited Tunisia and studied Arabic for two months on a language scholarship program administered through the State Department. She also recently interned in Washington, working on poverty issues for the United Nations. After finishing with U-M in spring 2007, she plans to apply for a Fulbright scholarship to continue studying Arabic and then go to graduate school.
• U-M School of Public Health (SPH) health management and policy students Salewa Oyelaran, Ike Mmeje and Aisha Taylor were awarded a first-place finish in the Everett V. Fox Student Case Competition sponsored by the National Association of Health Services Executives. For the second year in a row, health management and policy students have earned first place in this national competition. The National Association of Health Services Executives is a non-profit association for African American healthcare executives. It was founded in 1968, with a mission to promote African American leadership in the healthcare field and to improve health service delivery to underserved and minority communities. The case competition uses case study methodology to provide students with the opportunity to enhance their analytical and presentation skills while representing their schools.

• Students from various disciplines across the University, including representatives from the College of Engineering, the Ross School of Business, the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts and the Bioinformatics program, participated in the 4th Annual iGEM (The International Genetically Engineered Machine) Jamboree. U-M’s team took third place in the category, Best Real World Application. The project focused on developing both software and experimental tools to aid in rapid design and prototyping of synthetic genetic circuits. One tool included the development of an integrated development environment for drawing, modeling and selecting novel genetic systems. A second tool developed by the team was a set of genetic tools that simplify the fabrication of stable genetic mutants in bacteria.

• Second year law student, Avani Bhatt, was named one of two winners of McDermott Will & Emery Minority Scholarships. Bhatt and co-winner Ateet Adhikari, a University of Illinois law student, are the first recipients of the $15,000 scholarships. Bhatt graduated from the U-M with a B.A. in political science and psychology awarded summa cum laude. She served as a law clerk at the Asian American Justice Center in Washington, DC this past summer and is on the editorial staff of the Michigan Journal of Race & Law.

• With 82 alumni serving in the Peace Corps, the University of Michigan is fourth on a list of schools that produced the most Peace Corps volunteers in 2006. Topping the list is the University of Washington, followed by the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the University of Colorado-Boulder. Last year, U-M was fifth on the list. The Peace Corps announced the rankings on Jan. 16. Since the Peace Corps began, 2,192 U-M alumni have joined the service organization, which has placed volunteers in 139 countries.

Faculty and staff

• Former U-M Provost Paul N. Courant, a long-time academic and supporter of university libraries, has been chosen as University Librarian and Dean of University Libraries at U-M, a position that oversees 19 libraries on the Ann Arbor campus. His appointment will be effective March 1, pending approval by the U-M Board of Regents.

• Rodney Ewing, a professor in the department of geological sciences, was elected to the 19-member board of governors of the Gemological Institute of America. Ewing is a leading researcher in his field. He has authored or co-authored approximately 500 research publications and served as editor or co-editor of seven monographs, proceedings volumes, and special issues of journals. He also holds appointments as a professor in the Department of Nuclear Engineering and Radiological Sciences and the Department of Materials Science and Engineering.

• Nguyen Xuan Vinh, professor emeritus of aerospace engineering, was awarded the 2006 Dirk Brouwer Award by the American Astronautical Society for sustained and outstanding contributions to the theory of optimal control of space vehicles at the interface of orbital and atmospheric flight. His research has influenced the fields of theoretical optimal control, celestial mechanics, astrodynamics, guidance and navigation, and atmospheric flight mechanics among others.

• Christopher Monroe, professor in the department of physics, was selected for inclusion in the fifth annual Scientific American 50, which honors individuals, teams, companies and other organizations whose accomplishments in research, business or policy-making during 2005-06 demonstrate outstanding technological leadership. He won for his research contribution to quantum computing.

• Chris Dick, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, was awarded a three-year National Science Foundation grant for more than $478,000 to research genetic processes leading to speciation in twelve rain forest tree species found throughout tropical America and, for three species, West Africa. This research will test the hypothesis that widespread tropical tree species are genetically cohesive populations, on the one hand, or species complexes with high levels of genetic divergence.

• Howard Hu, chair of the department of environmental health sciences in the School of Public Health, has been selected by the New England College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine as recipient of this year’s Harriet Hardy Award. This award in occupational medicine recognizes outstanding service and dedication by a clinician. 

• Carl Berger, U-M professor and dean emeritus, School of Education, was recognized by the Austin, Texas-based New Media Consortium’s board of directors as a Fellow in recognition of his lifelong contributions to the use of new media and other technologies for the advancement of teaching, learning and creative expression. Berger is only the second recipient of this honor in the 14-year history of the organization.

• Laura Rayner, a University Housing interior designer, received a first place award from the Association of University Interior Designers at its October national meeting in New York. She was the 2006 design competition winner in the category of renovation over $150,000 for the Blue Apple cafe and emporium in Bursley Hall. Rayner has worked for University Housing and Interior Design for six years.

Schools, colleges and programs

• Five university presidents—each with U-M administrative experience—discussed the challenges of higher education in the 21st century on Jan. 12 to mark the 50th anniversary of U-M’s Center for the Study of Higher and Postsecondary Education. The event brought together current and former presidents of U-M, the University of Illinois, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Syracuse University. Each served as administrators at U-M. As long as national rankings have been conducted, the U-M center has either ranked first or tied for first as the strongest research center on higher education and the best program for the study of higher and postsecondary education. The center prepares leaders as university executive officers, heads of governmental and policy agencies and scholars. Several collegiate presidents, directors of governmental and policy agencies and heads of other higher education centers have gone through the program.

• U-M researchers are leading an 11-university consortium to gather and bank DNA samples from 3,000 autism patients over the next three years. The Simons Simplex Collection Autism Research Initiative, expected to cost $10 million over its first two years, is being spearheaded by Catherine Lord, director of the U-M Autism and Communication Disorders Center. The Simons initiative, begun by billionaire money manager Jim Simons and his wife, Marilyn, was set up with the goal of investing $100 million toward finding a cure for the developmental disorder. The Center for Disease Control estimates that between one and three of every 500 children contract some form of the disease. The consortium also includes Yale University, Harvard University, Boston University, Columbia University, Washington University, the University of Washington, the University of Illinois-Chicago, Emory University, McGill University in Montreal and the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

• New figures released by the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) show the School of Dentistry now is ranked No. 1 among the nation’s dental schools in the dollar amount of research grants awarded by the institute. Grants totaling more than $10.6 million were awarded during the federal government’s fiscal year 2006 that began Oct. 1, 2005 and ended Sept. 30, 2006. In the two previous federal fiscal years, the school ranked second in research grants from NIDCR with awards of $11 million in 2005 and $11.4 million in 2004.

• U-M researchers are members of both teams recently selected by NASA for an orbiting space mission to study Mars that is scheduled for 2011. Faculty and staff from the U-M department of atmospheric, oceanic and space sciences are members of both scientific teams. The winning proposal, which is expected to be selected by the end of this year, could cost up to $475 million. The mission will study Mars’ atmosphere, climate and potential habitability in greater detail than ever before.

• The University of Michigan International Institute’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies has been recognized with a $918,000 federal grant to continue its various research, training and outreach initiatives. The U.S. Department of Education’s award brings the institute’s total to more than $10 million in federal Title VI funding awards.

• The College of Literature, Science, and the Arts is launching a $1.5 million expansion of its wireless network that will bring wireless ethernet to all classrooms, departments, laboratories and faculty offices in the college within two years. Wireless networks, which currently are available in about 20 percent of the space that LSA occupies in its 23 Ann Arbor campus buildings, will be expanded to provide access to the U-M Wireless Network across the campus. The expanded network will enable students, faculty and staff to use their laptop computers and other current and future mobile devices to connect to the network without having to search for limited cable connections.

• A new online Minority Data Resource Center at the Institute for Social Research (ISR) provides easy analysis of a wide range of topics related to racial and ethnic minority populations in the United States. Topics range from comparative data on crime, education, health and political opinions to how emergency waiting room times, rates of capital punishment and substance use vary by race and ethnic origin. Access to the new online archive is available at www.icpsr.umich.edu/MDRC to anyone affiliated with hundreds of member universities or institutions.
• The U-M C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital was ranked as the top hospital in the state and among the best in the nation by Child magazine. The magazine's survey ranked Mott 13th nationwide. The magazine also focuses on six specialty areas and Mott's top ranking was in pediatric cardiac care, which came in at seventh nationwide. The magazine’s 247 question survey is conducted every two years and was completed by 76 hospitals across the country. The survey examines vital medical information, the number of complex procedures and intricate surgeries conducted, volume of research studies, efforts to reduce medical errors, and the quality and training of doctors and nurses, among other things.

• The University and Polshek Partnership Architects have received the 2007 Institute Honor Award for Architecture from the American Institute of Architects (AIA) for the Biomedical Science Research Building (BSRB). The AIA announced Jan. 12 the 2007 recipients of its Institute Honor Awards, the profession’s highest recognition of works that exemplify excellence in architecture, interior architecture and urban design. The BSRB was one of 29 projects selected from nearly 700 submissions. The BSRB, a 435,000-square-foot building that provides 250 biomolecular research labs and serves as a gateway to the University’s Medical Campus, opened in February 2006.

• Researchers have found a marker on head and neck tumor cells that indicates which cells are capable of fueling the cancer’s growth. The finding is the first evidence of cancer stem cells in head and neck tumors. Cancer stem cells are the small number of cancer cells that replicate to drive tumor growth. Researchers believe current cancer treatments sometimes fail because they are not attacking the cancer stem cells. By identifying the stem cells, researchers can then develop drugs to target and kill these cells.

• Researchers at the U-M have made a surprising discovery about how nanoparticles self-assemble into structures that resemble viruses, giving scientists key insight into how common disease-producing viruses might form in our bodies.  This new understanding brings researchers closer to making synthetic virus-like particles in the lab that could be used to help stop viruses from replicating, or could be used as stealth viruses to deliver drugs. The U-M team also achieved a shape identical to those of polyhedral-shaped clusters that form when a few plastic microspheres called colloids stick together in a shrinking fluid droplet. 

• The University of Michigan-Dearborn has received two grants totaling $550,000 from the U.S. Department of State to promote private sector development in the Middle East. A $250,000 grant from the federal agency will support entrepreneurship and small businesses in Yemen over the next 18 months. The university will collaborate with the American-Arab Chamber of Commerce and the Federation of Yemen Chambers of Commerce and Industry on the project, which will include: seminars delivered by U-M faculty and Arab-American businesspeople; Yemeni entrepreneurs coming to the U.S. for three weeks to attend workshops and hold internships with local small businesses; mentoring by the Arab-American business community in Yemen through seminars and one-on-one advising sessions. The federal agency also is providing $300,000 over three years for UM-Dearborn to conduct similar work in collaboration with the University of Garyounis in Libya. The goal of the three-year program is to modernize the teachings of business and economics in Libya and to expose students and faculty at the school to American approaches to business and economic education. UM-Dearborn will conduct the project at its campus here.

