University of Michigan Accomplishments and News Highlights February 2007 
Students 
· • Alumna Frances Allen was the first woman to receive the prestigious A.M. Turing Award. Allen, who was a computer scientist at IBM, is set to receive the 2006 Turing Award in June for program optimization work that led to modern methods for high-speed computing, the Association for Computing Machinery announced in February. She is noted for her development of Ptran (Parallel Translation), a specific method for running a program over multiple processors to improve speed and efficiency. Allen received her master’s degree in mathematics from the University of Michigan. 

· • A U-M student team’s green roof proposal is one of 10 finalists in the first mtvU and GE Ecomagination Challenge. The contest drew some 125 proposals from student groups nationwide that are competing for the chance to be on mtvU, MTV's 24-hour network geared toward college students. The winning entry gets a $25,000 grant to bring the idea to life on their campus as well as an Earth Day concert for the whole campus by a band called Angels & Airwaves. 

· • Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences (AOSS) students Jason Gilbert and Judy Yu, along with MBA student Michael Barfuss, won the Williamson Award for Outstanding Business and Engineering Team in the 2007 Michigan Business Challenge. The team won for MSignS, a service that enables real-time translation from spoken English to American Sign Language on any internet-capable device. The MSignS team was one of 36 teams in this year's competition, which began in November. After progressing through two initial rounds of competition, the MSignS team made the final round of four finalists. This was the 24th year of the competition and the AOSS students followed in the steps of SWFT, Space Weather Forecasting Technologies, which won the Williamson Award in 2006. 

· • Jamie-Clare Flaherty, a first-year law student from Detroit, was named one of nine winners of a $5000 scholarship from the Chicago-based law firm of Foley & Gardner LLP. Flaherty, who earned her undergraduate degree at U-M, joins winners from the law schools of Duke, the University of Florida, Georgetown, Northwestern, Wisconsin, UCLA and Berkeley. Scholarship recipients are selected based on their involvement in community activities and minority student organizations, and on their work, personal, and academic achievements. 

• U-M Law School’s Child Welfare Law Moot Court Team, coached by Vivek Sankaran, placed third in the national competition hosted by Capital University in Columbus, Ohio the weekend of Feb. 17-18. Just missing advancement to the final round by .6 points on a 100-point scale, the team’s brief was also named third best. Twenty-three teams competed in the tournament, which was cosponsored by the National Association of 

Counsel for Children, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the ABA Center on Children and the Law, the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys and the National Center for Adoption Law and Policy. This year’s problem focused on the parental rights of the putative father and the right to counsel in civil termination of parental rights cases. 

· • Two U-M students in the School of Public Health’s department of epidemiology were recently awarded Rackham Predoctoral Fellowships. Anne Marie France and Carla Talarico will each receive a stipend of $25,800 over three terms, candidacy tuition, and GradCare health insurance for 2007–08. 

Faculty 
· • Pamela Smock was appointed associate vice president for research-social sciences and humanities. Her appointment, effective Feb. 1, was approved by the Board of Regents at their February meeting. 

· • David Morlock, a longtime U-M Hospitals and Health Centers (UMHHC) employee who has helped to shape the finances of the institution and steer many high-profile efforts, was named its new chief financial officer. Morlock began at UMHHC in 1990 and has served since 1997 as director of financial planning for the UMHHC, and since 2004 as director of finance for the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital and Women's Hospital. The CFO appointment has been approved by leadership in the Hospitals and Health Centers, the Health System and the University, with a starting date of Feb. 1. 

· • Albert Hermsen, student financial aid associate director, received the Michigan Student Financial Aid Association’s Distinguished Service Award at their winter conference. The award was given to Hermsen in recognition and appreciation for his many contributions to the financial aid profession and to the students of Michigan. 

· • The State of Michigan’s highest award for faculty and staff has been awarded to Maria Rodriguez, lecturer at the Residential College. The Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) granted Rodriguez the award based on her contributions in service-learning and community service. The award recognizes her work with students to encourage involvement in community service or service-learning. 

· • Stefanie Siegmund, associate professor of history, was awarded the Society for Italian Historical Studies Helen and Howard R. Marraro Prize for 2006 for “The Medici State and the Ghetto of Florence: the Construction of an Early Modern Jewish Community,” published by Stanford University Press, 2006. 

• Patricia Wittkopp, assistant professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, was the recipient of the 2007 Basil O’Connor Starter Scholar Research Award Program from the March of Dimes. The goal of Wittkopp’s research is to elucidate fundamental properties of DNA mutations that cause changes in gene expression. Altered gene expression can disrupt development, causing birth defects. In addition to its medical implications, this 

work will uncover basic principles of genetic changes that lead to differences within and between species. Wittkopp is receiving $150,000 over two years. 

· • Rodney Ewing, the Donald R. Peacor Collegiate Professor of Geological Sciences, was awarded the prestigious Lomonosov Gold Medal for his research on the nuclear fuel cycle and nuclear waste management. The medal, named after Russian scientist Mikhail Lomonosov, is the Academy’s highest award. Each year, a Russian and a non-Russian receive the honor. Past recipients, more than 20 of whom are Nobel laureates, include Linus Pauling, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and James Watson. Ewing and Nikolay Laverov, vice-president of the Russian Academy of Sciences, will receive the award Mar. 27 in Moscow. Ewing will also receive the title of Honorary Doctor of the University Pierre et Marie Curie in a ceremony in Paris later this year. The honor recognizes his expertise in the field of nuclear waste management and acknowledges contributions he has made in mineralogy, materials sciences and nuclear engineering. Ewing also holds appointments in the department of nuclear engineering and radiological sciences and the department of materials science and engineering. 

Schools, colleges and programs 
· • A U-M-affiliated program that aims to increase access to the arts while promoting diversity and inclusion has been recognized with a new award. The University Musical Society received the Arts Presenters/MetLife Foundation Award for Arts Access in Underserved Communities. The $10,000 award was presented Jan. 22 at the annual conference of the Association of Performing Arts Presenters in New York. The award recognizes UMS' "innovative strategies" aimed at attracting and developing audiences in rural and inner-city neighborhoods along with communities of new immigrants and ethnic areas that are considered "in transition" or highly changing. 

· • The U-M Health System and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan have set up a new joint venture, Michigan HealthQuarters LLC, to study health improvements. Blue Cross will commit $10 million to the new effort. It follows the purchase of M-CARE, U-M’s HMO, on December 31. The first project will continue one started by U-M last summer to reduce co-pays for employees and their dependents with diabetes. Other projects will focus on management of chronic disease problems, surgery improvements and ways to improve health care delivery in the state. 

· • U-M researchers have discovered the cells in pancreatic cancer that are capable of fueling the tumor's growth. The finding from the Comprehensive Cancer Center is the first identification of cancer stem cells in pancreatic tumors. Cancer stem cells are the small number of cells that replicate to drive tumor growth. Researchers believe current treatments sometimes fail because they are not attacking the cancer stem cells. By identifying the stem cells, researchers can then develop drugs to target and kill them. This is particularly crucial for pancreatic cancer, which has the worst survival rate of any major cancer type. 

• Researchers from the U-M will be involved in surveying 800 people who were living in 

southern Mississippi when Hurricane Katrina struck. The study, funded by the National Institutes of Health, will help give a sense of the services needed by people affected by the 2005 hurricane. The plan is to interview a random sample of people who were living in the 23 southernmost Mississippi counties when the storm struck. 

· • The two oldest residence halls on U-M’s campus will get nearly $1.5 million worth of life-safety improvements later this year, under a proposal approved by the U-M Board of Regents. U-M will add fire suppression sprinklers to Helen Newberry Residence Hall, built in 1915, and Betsy Barbour House, built in 1920. The two halls are located next to each other on Central Campus. They house about 240 women, mostly first-year students. Fire alarm systems at the halls also will be improved. The work will take place while school is out this spring and summer. It is part of a multi-year plan to improve life-safety systems in residence halls, expand dining options and enhance the living-learning experiences of students. 

· • Two University of Michigan colleges, one on the Flint campus, the other in Ann Arbor, have formed a partnership to foster success among promising students by increasing the number of STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) degrees granted by both institutions to non-traditional students. This agreement provides UM-Flint College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) students with a guaranteed transfer admission into the UM-Ann Arbor College of Engineering, provided they meet certain transfer requirements. 

· • Medical Center Information Technology (MCIT) and Michigan Administrative Information Services (MAIS) have partnered to construct a new data center to house many of the University’s critical business and health systems. Growth in research computing, along with increased use of administrative data systems, has created an increasing demand for computer data centers at U-M. The MAIS/MCIT data center will help the University keep pace with the demand. 

· • An American Institute of Architects survey named the U-M law library, designed by Edward York and Philip Sawyer in the 1920s, one of 150 favorite pieces of American architecture. Topping the list are the Empire State Building, the White House and the Washington National Cathedral; the Chrysler Building finished in the top 10. Ranking 94th on the list, the neo-Gothic law library is close behind such landmarks as the Hollywood Bowl, the Texas State Capitol and the Fontainebleau Hotel in Miami. The list 

– see www.aia150.org– was put together as part of the 150th anniversary of the professional architects association. 

• New York Mets Chairman and CEO Fred Wilpon has made a $12 million gift to the University of Michigan. Wilpon, who also is senior partner of SportsNet New York, co​founder and chairman of Sterling Equities, and Brooklyn Baseball Co., which owns the minor-league Brooklyn Cyclones, earned his bachelors of arts from U-M in 1958, as did his wife Judy. Made through the Judy and Fred Wilpon Family Foundation, the couple’s gift will fund the creation of the Sports Injury Prevention Center, rebuilding of U-M’s baseball and softball stadiums and undergraduate scholarships for students in the College of Literature, Science and Arts. U-M will match the scholarship portion of the couple’s 

gift through its President’s Donor Challenge, a program launched by U-M President Mary Sue Coleman to create endowed professorships and support need-based financial aid. 

· • Detroit Tiger third baseman Brandon Inge and his wife, Shani, are giving a $100,000 gift to Mott Children’s Hospital to create an activity area in the pediatric cancer infusion clinic in the new C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital and Women’s Hospital, set to open in 2011. To make the new pediatric infusion clinic’s activity area even more special for the patients, the Inges plan to host a special contest to allow the patients at Mott and the community to name the activity area in the new hospital. 

· • George A. Dean, one of the founding fathers of the family medicine specialty at the U​M Health System, has given a gift to honor the department he helped to establish. The $1.5 million gift from Dean – a physician in Southfield, Mich. – establishes the George 

· A. Dean, M.D. Family Medicine Chair at the U-M Medical School. Thomas L. Schwenk will be the first to hold the professorship. Dean’s gift will be matched in part by the President’s Donor Challenge bringing the total value of the gift is $2 million. The gift – which is part of the University’s $2.5 billion Michigan Difference campaign – is the first-ever endowed professorship for the U-M Department of Family Medicine.  
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