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Students

• First-year U-M Law student Kate Wagner was recently named winner of a U.S. Department of Education-funded Foreign Languages and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship to pursue her study of Ukrainian at the University of Michigan. Wagner was nominated by the Law School and selected by U-M’s Center for Russian and East European Studies, which is a component of the University’s acclaimed International Institute. FLAS Fellowships include full tuition, mandatory fees and a $15,000 stipend. The Law School will be providing an additionally supportive grant during her Fellowship period.

• School of Information student Sara Wedell has received the Vormelker-Thomas Student Award from the Special Libraries Association News Division. The award carries a $1,500 travel stipend to attend the SLA conference this year in Denver June 3-6. Wedell received the award for an essay she wrote concerning issues related to news libraries. Her professional experience includes writing a monthly magazine for an Ann Arbor marketing firm.
• Electrical engineering and computer science students Jarrod Roy, from the Advanced Computer Architecture Lab, and Michael Moffitt, from the Artificial Intelligence Lab, were honored March 20 at the Association for Computing Machinery International Symposium on Physical Design in Austin, Texas, for their winning entries in the inaugural Global Routing Contest. The event attracted 17 teams from U.S., Taiwan and China and pitted university teams against industry contestants, including those from Cadence Berkeley Laboratories. Roy’s router FGR took first place in the 2D category and ranked third in the 3D category. Moffitt’s router MaizeRoute took first place in the 3D category and was second in the 2D category. The remaining two prizes were awarded to teams from UT-Austin and Taiwan.

• U-M student Eric Kahn Gale has advanced into the top five in a contest among college students nationwide. The contest prize includes producing an original soap opera for the cable channel SOAPnet. The finalists will create a five-minute soap episode vignette and a 20-second promo centered on the world of pop culture and celebrities. Each finalist will be visited by SOAPnet crews to document the behind-the-scenes action. The grand prize winner, who will receive $20,000 to create his or her own soap and a trip to participate in a pitch meeting, will be announced this spring. 

• Junior Alex Vanderkaay won the NCAA title in the 400-yard individual medley to lead the 10th-ranked U-M men’s swimming and diving team on the second day (March 16) of the NCAA Championships at the University Aquatic Center. Vanderkaay won the first NCAA title of his career when he clocked a career-best 3:40.89 in the 400-yard IM. Leading the entire length of the race, Vanderkaay shaved more than 3.5 seconds off his previous best time of 3:44.38. The victory was U-M’s first NCAA championship in the 400-yard IM since Tim Siciliano (1999-2002) won the event in 2001 with a time of 3:40.77.

Faculty and staff

• Tom Campbell has been named to the new position of associate vice president for strategic planning and business development at the University of Michigan Health System. Campbell’s role will be to work with the leadership of the Health System to set its strategic direction and coordinate its planning efforts. He will retain the responsibilities he had in his former position as director of contracting for UMHS.

• T. Anthony Denton, chief operating officer and senior associate director for the U-M Hospitals and Health Centers, has been appointed to the Huron Valley Ambulance (HVA) 2007 Board of Trustees. Ann Arbor-based HVA is a nationally accredited, nonprofit community ambulance service covering Washtenaw, western Wayne and southwest Oakland counties.

• John Stembridge, professor of mathematics, was a member of an international team of 18 mathematicians and computer scientists who successfully mapped the Lie group E8, one of the largest and most complicated structures in mathematics. The findings were unveiled March 19 at a presentation by David Vogan, professor of mathematics at MIT and member of the team. The magnitude of the E8 calculation is being compared to Human Genome Project, and is so large it would cover Manhattan if it were written out on paper, according to the American Institute of Mathematics (AIM), one of the leading math institutes in the country.

• Martin Philbert, professor of toxicology in the School of Public Health Department of Environmental Health Sciences, has accepted an invitation from the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) to serve on the newly created nanotechnology technical advisory group. PCAST is assembling the group in preparation for a review of the National Nanotechnology Initiative later in 2007. Philbert, also a senior associate dean at SPH, will serve as an expert resource in the review process.

• John Tropman, professor of social work, has been awarded a Fulbright Senior Specialist Award to visit the School of Social Work at the University of Melbourne, Australia, in May and June. Tropman will address executive leadership with students and local agencies. He also will work with the School on strategic planning and present a public lecture on executive calamity.

• Anand Swaroop, Harold F. Falls Collegiate Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, professor of ophthalmology and visual sciences and professor of human genetics, Medical School, was awarded the Board of Director’s Award from the Foundation Fighting Blindness for outstanding research achievement. Swaroop, senior scientist in ophthalmic genetics at the Kellogg Eye Center, was recognized for his role in discovering a gene that will advance the diagnosis and understanding of Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis, an inherited degenerative eye disease that occurs at birth or in infancy.

• Susan S. Parrish, associate professor of English, has received the 2006 Ralph Waldo Emerson Award for her book “American Curiosity: Cultures of Natural History in the Colonial British Atlantic World” (University of North Carolina Press, 2006). The $2,500 award is given annually by the Phi Beta Kappa Society to studies that contribute significantly to interpretations of the intellectual and cultural condition of humanity.

• Assistant Professor of Mathematics Selim Esedoglu has been chosen to receive a 2007 Sloan Fellowship. These competitive fellowships are awarded annually in seven fields: chemistry, computational and evolutionary molecular biology, computer science, economics, mathematics, neuroscience and physics. The award will support his research in mathematical analysis, computation, and modeling of problems in computer vision and image processing.

• Margaret Wooldridge, associate professor of mechanical engineering and associate professor of aerospace engineering, College of Engineering, was selected to receive the Society of Automobile Engineers International J. Cordell Award for Women Leaders. She will be presented the award during the SAE 2007 World Congress in Detroit, April 16-19.

• Political science and German Professor Andrei Markovits received the 17th annual Golden Apple Award during his class on March 15. The award, presented by Students Honoring Outstanding University Teaching (SHOUT), honors faculty who consistently teach each lecture as if it were their last, strive to disseminate knowledge and to inspire and engage students.  

• The U-M 2007 La Celebracin Latina planning committee and the Latina/o U-M graduates have chosen to honor Associate Professor of Social Work Robert Ortega with the Circle Award. This award acknowledges Ortega has made "a significant impact on the quality of student life at the University of Michigan by contributing knowledge and guidance to Latino students." Professor Ortega will receive the award at the Latina/o commencement event on Friday, April 27, at 8 p.m. at the Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre.

• Librarian Anne K. Beaubien of the University Library is the 2007 Virginia Boucher-OCLC Distinguished Interlibrary Loan Librarian Award recipient. The award recognizes and honors a librarian for outstanding professional achievement, leadership and contributions to interlibrary loan and document delivery. The award is named for Virginia Boucher, professor emeritus at the University of Colorado-Boulder, whose significant contributions and leadership enhanced the field of interlibrary loan. The $2,000 award and citation are donated by OCLC, the Online Computer Library Center.
• The Prostate Cancer Foundation (PCF) has awarded $6.1 million to 63 research investigators, including four from the U-M in its 2006 Competitive Awards Program. Winners from the U-M include: Arul M. Chinnaiyan, the S. P. Hicks Endowed Professor of Pathology, and professor of urology, U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center; Robert D. Loberg, research assistant professor of urology and of internal medicine, U-M Division of Hematology/Oncology; Russell S. Taichman, professor in the department of periodontics and oral medicine, School of Dentistry; Shaomeng Wang, professor of internal medicine and pharmacology, Medical School; professor
 of medicinal chemistry, College of Pharmacy; and co-director of the Molecular Therapeutics Program, U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center. The Competitive Awards Program is an innovative venture-style research-funding program that provides financial support to high-impact research projects with the greatest potential to improve survival and reduce side effects and death for men with advanced prostate cancer. The awards are granted to projects in a variety of areas including biomarkers, genetics and genomics, nutrition, cancer immunotherapy, new drug discovery and survivorship. 

Schools, colleges and programs

• U-M President Mary Sue Coleman announced a $3 million fund to help Pfizer Inc. workers obtain new U-M research positions, as well as other efforts to keep Pfizer's 2,100 Ann Arbor workers in the area. Coleman, Ann Arbor Mayor John Hieftje and Ann Arbor SPARK CEO Mike Finney updated more than 300 members of the Ann Arbor community this month on efforts made by their Pfizer Strategic Working Action Teams to retain Pfizer workers since the company announced in late January plans to close its Ann Arbor campus by late 2008.

The $3 million fund administered by Provost Teresa Sullivan will be spent over a three-year period to attract and hire Pfizer employees into U-M research-track positions. The provost's office will make $1 million per year available in one-time funds. Units that nominate individuals for this support will be expected to provide a substantial match to the provost’s funds, resulting in significantly more than $3 million in University funding for this effort.

• U-M is launching an innovative program to help improve health and reduce costs for U-M employees, retirees and dependents who take multiple prescription medications—starting with those who take nine or more. If successful, the project could be expanded, and the data gathered could help other employers and insurers develop similar programs. Called MHealthy: Focus on Medicines, the new pilot project will begin in April as the first of more than 3,000 letters are mailed to adult members of the U-M community who have nine or more current prescriptions through the U-M prescription drug plan. The plan serves more than 80,000 employees, retirees, dependents and survivors. More letters will be mailed in coming months. 
• The U-M Health System will participate in a large-scale national clinical trial to learn if the nutritional supplement creatine can slow the progression of Parkinson’s disease. While creatine is not an approved therapy for PD or any other condition, it is widely thought to improve exercise performance. The potential benefit of creatine for PD was identified by Parkinson’s researchers through a new rapid method for screening potential compounds. The trial, which began March 22, is sponsored by the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The primary investigator at U-M is Roger Albin, professor in the U-M Medical School Department of Neurology and co-director of the UMHS Movement Disorders Clinic.

• M-Dash, a Web-based system of tools that allows for quick data analyses and financial, space, clinical and faculty planning many years into the future, is a winner of a U-M Business Intelligence Data-Into-Action Award. The Advisors on Information Management Strategy and Michigan Administrative Information Services presented the M-Dash team with the award during the Business Intelligence Community of Experts luncheon on March 13. M-Dash, short for M-Dashboard, pulls together a wide variety of statistical data about the Medical School and turns it into easy-to-understand and useful charts, graphs and projections. M-Dash received national attention last year in Academic Medicine and Business Week. Locally, it was featured in the Ann Arbor Business Review.
• A new study involving a type of stem cells from the lungs of transplant patients demonstrates for the first time that these progenitor cells reside in adult organs and are not derived from bone marrow, which leads to the possibility that the cells may be able to help with the rejection of donated organs and with various kinds of lung disease. The study by U-M Health System researchers is significant because of the large number of lung transplant patients who experience chronic rejection of donated lungs, with rejection rates of about 60 percent during the first five years after transplantation.

• The College of Engineering’s E3 team is playing a key role in a four-year study of ethics education for engineering undergraduate students. The study unites faculty from U-M Engineering, Lawrence Technological University and California Polytechnic State University – San Luis Obispo with moral development specialists to assess curricular and extracurricular activities that relate to ethics, and then determine how to improve the ethical decision-making capabilities of engineering undergraduates.

• Researchers from U-M, the University of Mississippi Medical Center and other partner institutions have started the process of surveying 800 adults who lived in south Mississippi when Hurricane Katrina hit. The study is being funded by the National Institutes of Health. The study team began by contacting people who lived in the 23 southernmost counties in Mississippi at the time of Hurricane Katrina. They will interview a random sample of adults, including people who still live in the area and those who have moved away. Interviews, which will be conducted by phone and in person, are expected to continue through July.
• U-M will undertake a major renovation of historic Stockwell Hall as the latest project under the Residential Life Initiatives. The Board of Regents approved the project during their March meeting. Stockwell, constructed in 1940, is a six-story brick structure with strong architectural character that houses approximately 425 female students. The renovation will preserve the building's historic character while providing for contemporary and future needs. Dining services, formerly located within the building, will be provided in the new Hill Dining Center under construction adjacent to the Mosher-Jordan residence hall, freeing room to create meeting and community spaces for student interaction and living and learning activities. In addition, the building’s infrastructure will be thoroughly upgraded, from wired and wireless high-speed network access to renovated bath facilities, accessibility improvements, and new plumbing, heating, cooling, ventilation, fire detection and fire suppression systems.

• U.S. News & World Report magazine ranked four schools at the U-M among its best graduate schools in the magazine’s 2008 rankings. The U-M Medical School moved up a notch to tie two other schools at No. 10 in the category of medical schools-research. Also getting top honors in their respective categories were the U-M School of Education at No. 6, Law School at a tie for No. 8 and College of Engineering at No. 9.

• The U-M Law School has developed a new semester study abroad opportunity with the Graduate Institute of International Studies (HEI) in Geneva for up to two students each academic year as part of a new student exchange. This opportunity will begin in fall 2007 and students may attend either semester. The language of instruction is English and French. HEI, an independent graduate school within the University of Geneva, is thought to be the best international law and relations institute on the continent and offers an opportunity for Michigan Law students to study at a distinguished institution located in a dynamic and cosmopolitan international center.

• Northwest Airlines has selected U-M to participate in the World Travel Scholarship Program that will award international travel to six undergraduate students each year. Students awarded a scholarship will receive round trip air travel to any U-M study abroad destination served by Northwest Airlines, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines or KLM Cityhopper. Candidates will be considered on the basis of financial need and academic merit. The scholarship is administered by the Office of International Programs. The scholarship program provides two awards per semester, in the Summer, Fall and Winter Terms. The application deadline for summer and fall is March 1, and for winter, Oct. 1.
Produced by the Office of Media Relations & Public Affairs

For questions and/or suggestions, please contact Kim Broekhuizen at (734) 936-5190 or kelger@umich.edu.  
�Name missing here (?)





