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Students

• Graduating Michigan Law School student Brian A. Hawkins won a prestigious Burton Award for Legal Achievement. The award was presented on June 4 at a banquet in Washington. D.C. The Burton Award is given to 15 law students nationwide. The program, sponsored by LexisNexis, is in its eighth year and is designed to encourage a simpler form of legal writing than the dense, jargon-laden style of the past. Hawkins’ article, “The Glucksberg Renaissance: Substantive Due Process since Lawrence v. Texas,” was published in the Michigan Law Review last November and earlier won the Michigan Law School’s Helen L. DeRoy Memorial Award. In the article, Hawkins explores cases involving un-enumerated rights in the U.S. Constitution in the wake of the 1997 Glucksberg case and the 2003 Lawrence case.

• The U-M interdisciplinary student chapter of the American Advertising Federation, led by Art & Design senior Stephen Corby, won first place in the Midwest Regional Competition for the National Scholastic Advertising Competition in Southfield, Michigan on April 20. The five exemplary team presenters were Stephen Corby, senior in A&D; Stephanie Parker, LS&A junior majoring in history; Erin Stierwalt, LS&A senior majoring in communications and psychology; Mary Jo Washburn, LS&A senior majoring in communications; and Ashley Wenk, LS&A senior majoring in communications and English. 
• The U-M Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Sciences “Mars Balloon Team” won the fifth annual competition at the Revolutionary Aerospace Systems Concepts Academic Linkage conference. The team’s entry was an “Economical Surface Balloon Inflation System for Future Scout Class Mars Missions,” a project they designed in a course (Engineering 450) this past semester. The Team showed how a surface inflation technique would be more feasible than previously proposed “conventional” balloon deployment strategies.
• U-M graduate Carolyn Nishon aims to be among the new generation of arts management leaders reshaping the nation's orchestras and cultural landscape. The American Symphony Orchestra League announced that Nishon is among five recipients of its annual management fellowship program. Nishon, an English and psychology major, was the youngest of 18 finalists. During the past year, she has served as executive director of Michigan Pops Orchestra, the only student-led/student-directed orchestra at U-M. The program includes a year of intense study and hands-on experience, working directly with some of the nation's most successful orchestras.

Faculty & Staff

• Brian Dunnigan was chosen by Provost Teresa Sullivan to serve as interim director of the William L. Clements Library. His appointment, made following discussion with the Board of Regents Personnel, Compensation, and Governance Committee and pending full board approval, will be effective July 1. Current director John Dann will retire at the end of June after 30 years in the position and a 35 year career at the library.

• James O. Woolliscroft was selected as dean of the U-M Medical School, pending approval by the U-M Board of Regents at its June meeting. The five-year appointment is effective July 1.
• Seven U-M faculty members have been honored for their work by being named members of three prestigious national academies.

- David Ginsburg, the James V. Neel Distinguished University Professor and a Howard Hughes Medical Institute investigator in the Life Sciences Institute, and James House, the Angus Campbell Collegiate Professor of Sociology and Survey Research in the Institute for Social Research, have been named to the National Academy of Sciences. 

- Deborah Loewenberg Ball, the William H. Payne Collegiate Professor and dean of the School of Education, and Brian Rowan, the Burke A. Hinsdale Collegiate Professor of Education, associate dean and professor of education, have been named to the National Academy of Education. 

 Rosina Bierbaum, dean and professor in the School of Natural Resources and Environment; Robert Griess, Jr., professor of mathematics in LS&A; and Arthur Lupia, the Hal R. Varian Collegiate Professor of Political Science in LS&A, and professor of arts and research in the Center for Political Science, Institute for Social Research, have been named to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

• The Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History has selected Associate Professor of Art & Design David Chung’s “Deep Fermentation” sculpture for permanent exhibition in its renovated Korea Gallery open to the public on May 23. Chung is the only contemporary artist to be represented in this new gallery.
• Victor Yang, Albert B. Prescott Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Science, School of Pharmacy, was selected to receive a Hartwell Individual Biomedical Research Award for his study, Synchronized MRI and Drug Therapy for Pediatric Brain Tumors. Yang will receive research support for three years at $100,000 per year. 

• Stephanie Kadison, research fellow, Department of Cell and Developmental Biology, was chosen to receive a Hartwell Foundation Fellowship of $50,000 per year for two years. The fellowships support scientists in the early stages of biomedical research careers by enabling them to pursue further specialized training as part of their postdoctoral career development at select U.S. research institutions.

• Howard Markel, director of the U-M Center for the History of Medicine, was named one of eight contributing writers to the Journal of the American Medical Association. The announcement appeared in a May issue of JAMA in an editorial by Catherine DeAngelis and Phil Fontanarosa, JAMA editor in chief and executive deputy editor, respectively. At JAMA, the contributing writers are part of an initiative to increase the depth and breadth of coverage of important issues by providing scholarly, insightful and authoritative commentaries. Markel’s charge is to write frequent essays exploring the interactions of medicine, society and culture.

• Selim Esedoglu, assistant professor of mathematics, was awarded a Sloan Fellowship. This competitive award involves nominations of the best young scientists from around the country. Currently, 116 fellowships are awarded annually. Esedoglu is the only U-M faculty member to receive a 2007 Sloan Fellowship. The award will support his research in mathematical analysis, computation and modeling of problems in computer vision and image processing.

• John Laird, professor of electrical engineering and computer science in the Artificial Intelligence Lab, was named a Fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery for contributions to the development and application of cognitive architectures.

• Pallab Bhattacharya, Charles M. Vest Distinguished University Professor and James R. Mellor Professor of Engineering, was the co-winner (with Professor Mark Reed of Yale University) of the first Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Nanotechnology Council Pioneer Award in Nanotechnology. This award was created to recognize individuals who have had a significant impact on the field of nanotechnology.

• Fawwaz Ulaby, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor and R. Jamison and Betty Williams Professor of Engineering, recently was elected to the American Association for the Advancement of Science for his outstanding contributions to microwave remote sensing, electromagnetic scattering and for his leadership in engineering education.

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The President’s Donor Challenge, established to increase support for need-based student financial aid and endowed professorships, has raised more than $40.7 million in just eight months. U-M President Mary Sue Coleman created the challenge in October 2006 to give impetus to two major priorities in the last half of The Michigan Difference, the University’s $2.5 billion fund-raising campaign.
• U-M alumni Vivian A. Curtis and Dr. James L. Curtis have given $1 million to the School of Social Work. The gift will fund an endowment to support master’s and doctoral students. To recognize the gift, the school’s research center will be renamed as the Vivian A. and James L. Curtis School of Social Work Research and Training Center. The gift is part of the University's $2.5 billion The Michigan Difference fund-raising campaign.

• Recently-named JetBlue Airways Corporation CEO David Barger has made a $4.5 million gift to the U-M to endow the Barger Leadership Institute in the Organizational Studies Program. A portion of the gift, $1.5 million, will be matched with an additional $500,000 from the President’s Donor Challenge to endow a professorship in organizational studies. Remaining funds will establish a Visiting Leader Program to bring newsworthy leaders from business, government and philanthropy to campus to engage undergraduates in active leadership experiences through collaborations to address real-world organizational challenges.

• Retail pioneer and philanthropist A. Alfred Taubman has given $5 million to support ALS research at the U-M Medical School and beyond. Taubman has also promised further funding when he donates his share of the royalties from his new book, “Threshold Resistance.” The gifts will go to support ALS studies led by U-M neurologist and scientist Eva Feldman, whose lab has already received two $1 million gifts from Taubman. She is considered a national leader in ALS treatment and research and heads the U-M Program for Neurology Research and Discovery.
• The U-M Healthy Community health and wellness initiative to encourage the long-term health of employees has received a legislative tribute in Lansing. The University was one of 10 Michigan employers honored on Diabetes and Kidney Advocacy Day April 24 for making significant commitments to promoting employee wellness through programs and policies that focus on prevention and disease management.
• Michigan Radio, U-M’s public radio service, recently won 10 Michigan Associated Press Awards for 2006. Winners were the news staff, best news documentary; Jennifer Guerra, best newscast; Tracy Samilton, best individual reporting; and Dustin Dwyer for best spot news and best hard news. Winning honorable mention awards were Dwyer for news documentary and individual reporting and Guerra for feature story. Michigan Radio also won a general excellence award for news among non-commercial stations.

• The Towsley Center for Children will be torn down and replaced with a new $8 million facility for child care services for faculty, staff and students at the U-M. The Board of Regents approved another $1 million to find leased child-care quarters until the new 22,500-square-foot building is finished. The new center, tentatively called the Towsley Children's House, will be about the same size as the current facility at 710 and 716 S. Forest Ave., but will be more efficiently organized to allow room for infant and toddler care. Currently, the program takes care of 75 pre-schoolers, and the new building will double the number of children there.

• The U-M Health System and the U-M Portal en Español launched their first Spanish language podcast. The podcast series—Actualidad Médica—is available at www.med.umich.edu/podcast/EnEspanol and on iTunes Latino. The first 15 episodes will focus on consumer-oriented health topics such as cardiovascular disease, pregnancy and diabetes. The health system began podcasting in June 2006 with its flagship programs MiHealth and MiResearch. Actualidad Médica will begin podcasting four episodes per month and will expand to eight per month. 
• The U-M Health System (UMHS) was one of the first medical institutions in the country to place strong limitations on the interactions between medical staff and representatives of companies that make or sell medications, medical devices or other products. It was also one of the first to eliminate the use of drug samples in clinics and hospitals. The American Medical Student Association recently recognized UMHS for that leadership. In its first ever scorecard of medical schools and their affiliated medical centers, AMSA gave only five institutions, including UMHS, a grade of “A”.
• MHealthy: Focus on Diabetes, the University’s groundbreaking program to eliminate or reduce co-pays for diabetes medications, received one of two Driving Value in Health Care Awards at the Advancing Value Driven Health Care Incentives and Rewards Symposium in Philadelphia.

