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Students

• The U-M football program teamed with Ann Arbor Radio and the staff of C.S. Mott Children's Hospital and Women’s Hospital to raise nearly $300,000 for the building of a new hospital. The proceeds from the team's two community events go toward the bone marrow center of the new children's hospital. The Wolverines exceeded $175,000 at the fourth annual Carr’s Wash for Kids held June 9 on the concourse of Michigan Stadium. All of the coaching staff and nearly the entire U-M football team participated in both the second annual WTKA Takeover and fourth annual Carr’s Wash for Kids events.

• Led by third-place national finishes from women’s cross country and women’s outdoor track and field, the University placed fourth in the 2006-07 United States Sports Academy Directors’ Cup Division I final standings, the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics announced June 27. Points are accumulated after each athletics season based on an institution's finish in up to 20 sports throughout the year, 10 each for men and women. U-M scored points in 10 women’s sports and nine men’s. Michigan has finished in the top 11 of the Directors’ Cup standings in 13 of the award’s 14 seasons, including a runner-up finish in 2003-04 and third place in 1999-2000. The Wolverines have had four fourth-place showings (2000-01, 2002-03, 2004-05, 2006-07) and a pair of fifths (1995-96, 1997-98).
Faculty & Staff

• Regent S. Martin Taylor will be the next chair of the U-M Board of Regents, effective July 1. Taylor is a Democrat from Grosse Point Farms. He is a retired executive vice president of DTE Energy and served as interim president of Detroit Renaissance. He was re-elected to his second eight-year term in 2004. As chairman, Taylor will act as spokesman for the board, work closely with U-M President Mary Sue Coleman, and help set the agenda for the board's meetings. Assuming the post of vice chair is Kathy White, a Democrat from Ann Arbor, who is a professor at Wayne State University’s Law School. She is also a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve.
• Susan M. Collins, an expert in international economics, will be the Joan and Sanford Weill Dean of Public Policy of the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy effective Sept. 1. Following an international search, President Mary Sue Coleman and Provost Teresa Sullivan, in consultation with the board’s Personnel, Compensation and Governance Committee, announced the appointment on June 8, and it was approved by the U-M Board of Regents at its July meeting. 
• David Lampe, executive director of marketing and communications at Harvard Business School since 2002, has been selected as the next vice president for communications. U-M President Mary Sue Coleman will recommend Lampe’s appointment to the U-M Board of Regents in September. Interim Vice President Cynthia Wilbanks will act as an adviser through the end of December. Lampe held several top communications jobs at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston University and Arthur D. Little Inc. He also worked as a reporter and correspondent for the Los Angeles Times and Business Week, and as a freelance business and technology journalist.

• Gloria Hage has been selected to serve as the University’s interim vice president and general counsel. Marvin Krislov stepped down from the position August 3 after nine years to become president of Oberlin College in Ohio. Hage is an associate vice president and deputy general counsel. U-M President Mary Sue Coleman has also named an advisory committee to lead a national search to identify candidates to fill the job on a permanent basis. The committee is being led by Christina Whitman, a professor of law and women’s studies. 
• Pallab Bhattacharya, Charles M. Vest Distinguished University Professor and James R. Mellor Professor of Engineering, is the co-winner (with Professor Mark Reed of Yale University) of the first Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Nanotechnology Council Pioneer Award in Nanotechnology. This award was created to recognize individuals who have had a significant impact on the field of nanotechnology.

• Hyman Bass, Roger Lyndon Collegiate Professor of Mathematics, was at the White House July 27 to receive the nation’s highest science honor, a National Medal of Science, from President George W. Bush. Bass is the first U-M researcher to win the award in 21 years. His work in mathematics education is focused on the problem of helping teachers provide quality mathematics instruction for the full diversity of students in American classrooms.
• John Laird, professor of electrical engineering and computer science in the Artificial Intelligence Lab, was named a Fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery for contributions to the development and application of cognitive architectures.

• Todd Austin, associate professor of computer science and engineering in the department of electrical engineering and computer science, was presented with the 2007 Maurice Wilkes Award at the 2007 International Symposium on Computer Architecture Awards Banquet for innovative contributions in computer architecture, including the SimpleScalar Toolkit and the DIVA and Razor architectures. The Maurice Wilkes Award is the top mid-career award presented by the Association for Computing Machinery.
• Business School Professor Dave Ulrich recently received the Lifetime Achievement Award in Workplace Learning and Performance from the American Society for Training and Development, the world’s largest association dedicated to workplace learning and performance professionals. The award recognizes individuals for their extensive body of work and the significant impact they have had on human development and learning in the workplace. It was first presented in 1998 to Peter Drucker and has been given to Chris Argyris, Edgar Schein, Warren Bennis, Ed Lawler, Henry Mintzberg, Don Kirkpatrick, Howard Gardner and Christopher Handy in the years since.

• W. K. Kellogg Eye Center researcher Anand Swaroop received the Board of Director’s Award for Outstanding Research Achievement at the recent Foundation Fighting Blindness two-day conference in Orlando, Fla. The award recognizes his discovery of the gene CEP290 associated with retinal degeneration in mice. Based on this work, CEP290 was linked to Leber’s congenital amaurosis, an inherited retinal degenerative disease that results in the loss of vision for newborns.

• M. Catherine Spires, associate professor of physical medicine and rehabilitation and associate chair of clinical affairs, department of physical medicine and rehabilitation, U-M Medical School, has been named a fellow with the 2007-08 Hedwig van Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine Program for Women. It is the only national program dedicated to preparing senior women faculty for leadership at academic health centers.

• Edward Walton, assistant professor of emergency medicine and pediatrics in the Medical School, was named by the Michigan College of Emergency Physicians as Emergency Physician of the Year. The award was presented July 17 at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island. Walton was cited for his academic focus on health care at summer camps.

• David Schottenfeld, professor emeritus in epidemiology at the School of Public Health, has been selected by the epidemiology section of the American Public Health Association to receive the John Snow Award for 2007. This is the highest honor bestowed by the group, recognizing excellence in epidemiologic practice or research. He will receive the award at the APHA annual meeting in November.

• Susan Goold, associate professor of internal medicine in the Medical School, has been named by the American Medical Association House of Delegates to the AMA Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs. This panel oversees medical ethics issues for American physicians and others.

• Xian-Zhong Shawn Xu, Life Sciences Institute research assistant professor and assistant professor of molecular and integrative physiology at the Medical School, has been named a Pew Scholar, the only one selected from U-M. The Pew Charitable Trusts and the University of California-San Francisco announced June 19 that Xu and 19 other exceptional researchers had been selected as 2007 Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences. The program invests in early to mid-career scientists. As a Pew Scholar, each scientist will receive a $240,000 award over four years to help support his or her research, as well as gaining inclusion into a unique community of scientists that encourages collaboration and exchange of ideas.
• John Helmuth II has been appointed the new dean for the U-M-Flint School of Management, pending approval of the Board of Regents. Helmuth served since 2002 at Niagara University, N.Y., as the dean for the College of Business Administration with 23 faculty and 750 undergraduate and graduate students. During his administration, the university received a $5 million gift—the largest in its history—that will serve as the catalyst for new facilities construction.

• Internationally recognized architect and educator Mary-Ann Ray has been named Centennial Professor at U-M. Appointed as a professor of practice in architecture at Taubman College of Architecture + Urban Planning, she will begin teaching in the fall. Ray has served as chair of environmental arts at Otis College of Art and Design in Los Angeles and has held visiting professorships at U-M, Rice University and Yale University.
• The U-M Museum of Art announced the appointment of Jacob Proctor as the new associate curator of modern and contemporary art. Proctor is currently a Curatorial Fellow at the Harvard University Art Museums, and is completing his doctorate in modern and contemporary art at Harvard. In his position, Proctor will be responsible for overseeing the Museum’s new galleries dedicated to modern and contemporary collections, adding to the Museum’s international art holdings after 1917, and developing and presenting special exhibitions from this period, including in the new Project Gallery to be devoted to cutting-edge installations and exhibitions of contemporary work.

• Craig Luck, administrative manager healthcare, U-M Hospital Support Services Administration, recently was presented the Ordinary People Accomplishing the Extraordinary Award by the Diversity Advisory Team because of his involvement with the Council for Disability Concerns, Investing In Abilities, Diversity Network Team and Diversity Awareness sub-group. The team found that Luck has the vision to achieve and sustain an environment that recognizes, respects, fosters and fully maximizes the strengths and differences among employees to be the employer and provider of choice.

• Anna Ercoli Schnitzer, InfoPoint librarian, Health Sciences Libraries, and chair of the James T. Neubacher Award committee recently was presented with the 2007 Library Diversity Award for her work on the Council for Disability Concerns and also on the U- M Health System Diversity Awareness Committee. For about 10 years, the committee has fostered diversity efforts that collectively create a climate where all library personnel and users feel welcomed, valued and respected.

• Paul Berry, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, curator and director of the Herbarium and associate director, Museum of Zoology, LSA, assembled a sizeable group of collaborators and was the catalyst for a proposal that resulted in a $2.6 million National Science Foundation grant award over the next five years to study the large genus Euphorbia. Working with a worldwide consortium of researchers and partnering closely with the Peabody Museum of Yale University, the team will be looking for new species and evaluating the phylogenetic relationships and conservation status of the known species. Data generated by the project should provide the baseline information for the proper recognition and conservation management of rare Euphorbia species worldwide.

• Darnell Kaigler, adjunct clinical lecturer in dentistry and research fellow, periodontics and oral medicine, School of Dentistry, is the only dentist in the nation and one of 20 to receive a Career Award for Medical Scientists from the Burroughs Wellcome Fund. Kaigler will receive $700,000 during the next five years, to help him make the transition from postdoctoral researcher to junior faculty member.

• President Mary Sue Coleman has appointed eight new senior fellows to the Michigan Society of Fellows, to serve four-year terms beginning September 2007. They are Fred Adams, professor of physics and astronomy; Celeste Brusati, professor of history of art and women's studies; Deborah Goldberg, chair and professor of ecology and evolutionary biology; George Hoffmann, associate professor of French; John Mitani, the James N. Spuhler Collegiate Professor of Anthropology and professor of anthropology; Richard Neubig, professor of pharmacology and associate professor of internal medicine; Scott Page, professor of political science and economics, research professor at the Center for Political Studies, Institute for Social Research; and Andrew Shryock, associate professor of anthropology.

Senior fellows are U-M faculty members of outstanding intellectual stature who enjoy national reputations as distinguished scholars, researchers or creative artists. Within the society, they help create a spirited intellectual community and serve as models and colleagues for U-M postdoctoral fellows, according to the Rackham Graduate School Web site.
Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The University will launch a yearlong exploration this fall of the culture and society of contemporary China and its place in this era of intensified globalization. The LSA 2007-08 theme year, “ChinaNow: A Contemporary Exploration,” combines the resources of the internationally recognized Center for Chinese Studies, the University Musical Society and other scholarly communities to explore China through courses, lectures, a film festival and a concert series, which includes a performance by acclaimed cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

• An anonymous donor will give $50 million—the second-biggest gift in U-M history—to the school's new Cardiovascular Center, if it meets conditions tied to the donation. The first $25 million will be given over 10 years. The next $25 million is contingent on goals set by the donor, including the center’s performance on clinical measurements, maintenance of a team management approach, good patient satisfaction scores and research grants awarded. The center opened June 11. It houses the school's inpatient and outpatient heart services. U-M’s biggest donation came in 2004 when real estate developer Stephen Ross gave $100 million to the business school.

• The U-M Hospitals and Health Centers ranks 14th among the best hospitals in the country—down two rankings from last year, according to the annual listing by U.S. news and World Report magazine. No other Michigan hospitals made the magazine’s honor roll of America’s best hospitals. Among hospitals affiliated with public universities, U-M ranked fourth. The magazine also ranks medical specialties and U-M was listed 6th in the top 10 in the treatment of ear, nose and throat diseases. The rankings consider hospitals' reputations, death rates, and a mix of care-related factors, such as nursing and patient services.

• The University of Michigan Health System (UMHS) has been named to the list of the nation’s Most Wireless hospitals, according to the results of the 2007 Most Wired Survey and Benchmarking Study. The study was released in the July issue of Hospitals & Health Networks magazine. UMHS is one of the 25 hospitals and health systems that scored highest on survey questions about wireless applications. The annual Most Wired Survey focuses on how the nation’s hospitals use information technologies for quality, customer service, public health and safety, business processes, and workforce issues. The 568 completed surveys represented 1,284 hospitals.
• Charles T. Munger, vice chairman of Berkshire Hathaway Inc., has made a $3 million gift to the University of Michigan Law School for lighting improvements in the Law Quadrangle, a campus landmark dating from 1922-33. The gift will help fund lighting upgrades in public areas of the William W. Cook Legal Research Building, including the Reading Room—listed as one of America’s 150 most famous buildings in a recent survey by the American Institute of Architects—and of Hutchins Hall, a classroom building.  Approved by the U-M Board of Regents, work will begin soon and is scheduled for completion in 2009, when the Law School celebrates its 150th anniversary.

• New software developed at the University automatically connects students who apply to the school with niche scholarships—saving staffers hours of work making the matches by hand and potentially linking more students with financial aid. Thought to be the first of its kind, the software uses details students submit on their college applications to search for scholarships tailored to their academic achievement, financial status, high school, athletic participation or community service. The tool was piloted in 2006 in the engineering and business schools and will be applied to students in four more schools this year, with the goal of eventually reaching all 19 U-M schools and colleges.

• The Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Michigan plans to spend $13 million to build a 16,000-square-foot addition to its building on North Campus. The U-M Board of Regents authorized the hiring of the Seattle-based architectural firm The Miller|Hull Partnership. The addition will be built on the roof of the south wing of the college’s existing building. It will provide additional space to accommodate increased student enrollment and improve the teaching and learning environment. A construction schedule has not been announced. Money will come from the college's resources and investment proceeds.

• Construction of the U-M’s North Quad residence hall received the final go-ahead in June. The U-M Board of Regents unanimously voted to allow the university to issue bids for the work, and then award the construction contracts. The design, scope and budget of the $175 million project remains unchanged. North Quad will have 460 beds and a significant amount of academic space. Construction is projected to be complete in summer 2010. Workers are preparing the site for construction.

• The Board of Regents June 21 gave final approval to issue the Michigan Stadium renovation and expansion project for bids and award construction contracts, providing bids are within the approved budget. The renovation will address needed infrastructure upgrades related to site work, utilities, restrooms, concessions and various mechanical and electrical systems. Fans also will benefit from wider aisles, additional handrails, an increased number of entry and exit points for improved crowd circulation and safety, and additional dedicated seating for people with impaired mobility. When renovations are complete, capacity at the Big House will top 108,000.

• Stephen M. Ross, founder and CEO of Related, one of the nation’s premier real estate development firms, has provided a $5 million gift for the Michigan Stadium expansion project. The gift expands on Ross’ history of noteworthy giving to the University. In 2004 he donated $100 million to the Business School, the largest gift in U-M's history. The school was named the Stephen M. Ross Business School in recognition of his gift. Ross also provided a $5 million lead gift to create the Stephen M. Ross Academic Center, which provides study space on the athletic campus. Additional gifts include $1 million for an endowed professorship at the Business School, $50,000 to LSA for the Henry Pearce Endowed Scholarship and scholarship support for student athletes. The stadium gift is part of The Michigan Difference, the University's $2.5 billion fundraising campaign.

• The University will add $1.5 million to its pool of funding for need-based financial aid for Michigan students next year, with funding being provided by the athletics program using revenue from a new Big 10 media contract. President Mary Sue Coleman said the $1.5 million will be applied to M-PACT, a financial aid program for Michigan residents that was created to increase the amount of aid students receive in the form of grants and reduce the amount of loans they need.

• The schematic design for a new indoor football practice facility was approved in July by the U-M Board of Regents. The new football building will be built adjacent to Schembechler Hall along State Street just south of Yost Ice Arena. The design of the new football facility is planned to reflect its historic neighbors, Yost Ice Arena and the Intramural Building. The new building, approximately 104,000 gross square feet to be built on an existing outdoor practice field, is expected to include a full-size football field, lobby, restrooms and storage space. Approximately 3,000 gross square feet of space in Schembechler Hall will be renovated as part of the project. Athletics resources and gifts will fund the $26.1 million project budget.

• The University and adidas have entered into a multi-year agreement in which adidas will supply footwear and apparel for all 25 U-M athletic teams. The new agreement begins with the 2008-09 academic year and extends through the 2016-17 season. The agreement is valued at $7.5 million annually in cash and merchandise over the 8-year period. Beginning in the fall of 2008, Michigan intercollegiate teams will be outfitted exclusively in adidas footwear, uniforms, training apparel and accessories. Michigan joins a select group of universities that have similar agreements, including Notre Dame, UCLA, Tennessee, Indiana, Nebraska and Wisconsin, among others. adidas also has marketing agreements with the NFL, MLS and an 11-year exclusive all-league partnership with the NBA.

• The University and the University of Notre Dame announced jointly on July 30 a 20-year contract extension in the Michigan-Notre Dame football series, extending the series from 2012-31. With the current contract expiring after the 2011 season, the new contract guarantees that the two winningest football programs in NCAA Division I history will meet every season for the next 25 years.

• The U-M has announced its commitment to making sure that the thousands of computers on campus meet strict energy efficiency standards, as part of its participation in the new Climate Savers program announced by Google. As an affiliate member of Climate Savers, U-M will work to ensure that units throughout campus buy computers with energy efficiency in mind, and will educate the campus about how to reduce IT energy consumption. Energy efficient computers make about a $1.75 million difference in electricity consumption a year on a campus as big as U-M's. The Purchasing Department will take a leading role in the initiative by identifying energy efficient computer choices and encouraging campus units to select computers with energy consumption in mind. In addition, there will be an education campaign about how computer users can save power, for example by using the power management tools already found on much equipment that put computers and monitors into sleep mode when they are not in active use.

