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Students

• Nancy Ambrose Gallagher, a doctoral student in the School of Nursing, recently received a Hartford Predoctoral Scholarship from the Hartford Foundation. Her mentor for the scholarship is Kimberlee Gretebeck, an assistant professor at the school.

Faculty & Staff

• Daniel F. Hayes, clinical director of the breast oncology program at the U-M Comprehensive Cancer Center, has won the inaugural Gianni Bonadonna Breast Cancer Award given by the American Society of Clinical Oncology and the ASCO Foundation.    Hayes will accept the award and present the first Bonadonna Award lecture at the upcoming 2007 Breast Cancer Symposium, being held Sept. 7-8 in San Francisco.
• Marianne Udow, director of the Michigan Department of Human Services, was selected as the first director of the Center for Healthcare Quality and Transformation at the U-M Health System in Ann Arbor. The center was founded earlier this year as a joint venture of the U-M Health System and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan after U-M’s sale of M-Care to Blue Cross. The center will seek to improve the quality of Michigan's health care and transform the way patient care is delivered in the state and beyond. Udow will work for the U-M Health System, which is providing staffing for the center. Blue Cross is allocating up to $10 million in seed money. Udow, a graduate of the University of Michigan and a longtime Ann Arbor resident, was appointed to lead the human services department by Gov. Jennifer Granholm in January 2004. Before that she served a dozen years in various positions at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.

• Terry Gallagher, director of university relations at U-M-Dearborn, has been elected to serve a one-year term as a trustee of Leadership Detroit, a yearlong regional community leadership program founded in 1979 and sponsored by the Detroit Regional Chamber. Each class elects one of its members to serve as a trustee the following year. Gallagher was a member of the class for 2006-07.

• Jeffrey Lagarias, professor of mathematics, LSA, was one of eight people chosen nationwide by the Mathematical Association of America to receive the Lester R. Ford Award Aug. 4 at the Summer MathFest in San Jose, Calif. Established in 1964, the awards, which include a citation and cash prize, are presented for articles of expository excellence published in the American Mathematical Monthly. Lagarias’ article was “Wild and Wooley Numbers,” vol. 113, No. 2, 2006.

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• The U-M C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital ranks among the best pediatric hospitals in the nation and is the only children’s hospital in Michigan to make U.S News & World Report’s first stand-alone “America’s Best Children’s Hospitals” list. C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital ranks 22nd on the magazine’s list of the 30 best pediatric facilities in the United States. The 2007 “America’s Best Children’s Hospitals” issue will be published in the magazine’s Sept. 3 issue.

• The U-M tied with UCLA for 25th in the nation in the annual ranking of the top national universities by U.S. News & World Report magazine. Among public universities, U-M is now tied for the third spot, behind the University of California - Berkeley and the University of Virginia. Princeton was ranked the top national university, followed by Harvard, Yale, Stanford and the University of Pennsylvania. Next to U-M, the next highest ranked Big Ten universities were Wisconsin and Illinois, tied at 38th. The magazine rankings consider variables such as graduation and retention rates, faculty and financial resources, applicant selectivity and the percentage of alumni who donate money. Universities embrace the rankings to market themselves yet also say that they can't fully capture each school’s strengths and weaknesses. The rankings can be viewed online at www.usnews.com/colleges.

• DTE Energy Foundation has pledged $1.5 million to the College of Engineering and the Michigan Memorial Phoenix Energy Institute (MMPEI) to create the DTE Energy Professorship of Advanced Energy Research. The contribution reflects DTE Energy's commitment to advanced energy research and belief in MMPEI’s ability to provide solutions to energy-related challenges worldwide. The gift comes as part of The Michigan Difference, the U-M’s $2.5 billion fund-raising campaign. The DTE Energy professorship will support a faculty member whose research will include alternative energy sources, energy storage and conversion, transportation, fuels or sustainability. The high-profile position will bolster Michigan's research and teaching, while preparing tomorrow’s energy leaders.
• The U-M School of Public Health preventive medicine residency program has been selected as the recipient of the Outstanding Educational Program of the Year by the Association for Prevention Teaching and Research. The award will be presented at the APTR annual meeting in February 2008. Program Director Matthew Boulton attributes much of the rapid growth and national success of the program to the leadership of Residency Advisory Chair Ronald Davis.

• A group of researchers from the U-M Health System has been awarded a $6 million federal grant to study the serious injuries that afflict millions of women as a result of childbirth. More than 300,000 women require surgery each year for problems such as incontinence and pelvic organ prolapse that arise from injuries sustained during vaginal birth. A team that includes a unique multidisciplinary team of U-M gynecologists, engineers, nurses and other researchers will use the grant from the Office of Research on Women’s Health—part of the National Institutes of Health—to examine the damage that can be done to pelvic muscles during vaginal deliveries. The Specialized Centers of Research grant is funded for five years.

• The U-M Medical School laboratory working to develop an implantable artificial lung that can serve as a bridge to lung transplantation is entering the home stretch. Thanks to a new $5 million, five-year grant from the National Institutes of Health designed to fund animal studies that will move the prototype through the final details of readiness for patients, a small clinical trial of the artificial lung may be just three years away. Thirty years ago, the laboratory of Robert Bartlett, U-M professor emeritus of surgery, developed a temporary artificial lung system known as ECMO, which is used in intensive care units throughout the world to treat patients with acute lung failure. But ECMO is not practical as a bridge to lung transplantation. Currently, there is no mechanical system that can replace lung function well enough and long enough to allow patients months of time while they wait for donor lungs; this device will allow that time. The implantable artificial lung will not only extend the time to find a donor, but also it will permit conditioning of the patient.
• U-M’s public radio service, Michigan Radio, has been honored with an award from Public Radio News Directors Inc. for its Morning Edition newscast on Aug. 11, 2006. Segments anchored by Charity Nebbe and produced by the Michigan Radio news team included a report on Detroit Metro Airport’s ban on liquids and gels in carry-on luggage, coverage of Delphi Corp. hearings over the cancellation of blue-collar contracts, and discussion of a decrease in the rate of home foreclosure in Michigan. These national awards recognize outstanding public radio news reporting at local stations. Earlier this year, the Michigan Association of Broadcasters recognized the same Aug. 11 broadcast with a 2006 Broadcast Excellence Award.
• For the second year, The Hartwell Foundation of Memphis, Tenn. has named the U-M one of its Top Ten Centers of Biomedical Research. The foundation honors institutions that excel in biomedical research that shows promise for serving children's health. The honor allows institutions to nominate candidates to receive funding for research. Last year the University received funding in two categories to support researchers in biomedical investigations. Stephanie Kadison, a post doctoral fellow in the department of cell and developmental biology, will receive a Hartwell Fellowship, with an award of $50,000 a year for two years. The fellowship program supports scientists in the early stages of biomedical research careers. Victor C. Yang, department of pharmaceutical science, College of Pharmacy, will receive a Hartwell Individual Biomedical Research Award of $100,000 a year for three years for a study titled, “Synchronized MRI and Drug Therapy for Pediatric Brain Tumors.” The foundation gives the award to fund early-stage, innovative and cutting-edge biomedical research to benefit children.

• One of the longest running college football coach's shows in the nation, “Michigan Replay,” returned for its 33rd season on Aug. 26 featuring U-M head coach Lloyd Carr and hosted by former Wolverine offensive lineman Jim Brandstatter. The weekly show includes game highlights, player features, postgame reaction from the Michigan locker room, commentary from Carr and a look ahead to the Wolverines’ next opponent. The 2007 version of “Michigan Replay” with Lloyd Carr debuted with a preview of the upcoming campaign and will return each Sunday throughout the regular season with the 15th and final regular-season show airing on Dec. 2. 
