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Students

• Third-year graduate student Charles Fairbanks has been awarded a U.S. government Jacob Javits Fellowship which recognizes superior academic ability, demonstrated achievement, financial need and exceptional promise. These fellowships are granted for the duration of a graduate student’s program, up to 48 months.

• In recognition of her efforts to increase awareness of disability concerns, graduate student Sadie Wilcox has been chosen to receive the Neubacher Award, presented annually by the U-M Council for Disability Concerns. The award, which includes a stipend, will be presented to Wilcox by Regent Julia Darlow at an Oct. 26 ceremony in the Rackham assembly room. Wilcox was nominated by several School of Art & Design professors and students.

Faculty & Staff

• Michael Welsh, professor of cell and developmental biology, has been appointed University faculty ombuds effective Sept. 1. Welsh was selected to succeed Bonnie Metzger, the first appointee to the position created in 2004. Welsh will carry a 50-percent appointment. As the University faculty ombuds, Welsh will meet with faculty, assist in determining the nature of complaints or problems, advise on policy and explore avenues for redress. He will work with faculty and administrators to mediate and facilitate the resolution of issues when appropriate.

• Paula Allen-Meares, dean of the School of Social Work, has been invited by the president of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies to serve on the IOM membership committee. She has been appointed vice-chair of the Other Health Professions section, which includes nursing, dentistry, social work, veterinary medicine, dietetics and pharmacy. She also is a member of the health disparities interest groups.

• Victor Yang, department of pharmaceutical science, School of Pharmacy, will receive a Hartwell Individual Biomedical Research Award of $100,000 a year for three years for a study titled Synchronized MRI and Drug Therapy for Pediatric Brain Tumors. The foundation gives the award to fund early-stage, innovative and cutting-edge biomedical research to benefit children.

• Stephanie Kadison, a postdoctoral fellow in the department of cell and developmental biology, will receive a Hartwell Foundation fellowship, an award of $50,000 a year for two years. The fellowship program supports scientists in the early stages of biomedical research careers.

• Terry Kowalenko of the department of emergency medicine was awarded the American College of Emergency Physicians National Emergency Medicine Faculty Teaching Award for 2007. This award honors outstanding educators in emergency medicine and recognizes superior teaching activities including didactic lectures, clinical instruction, the development of innovative educational programs, as well as endorsement by faculty, residents and students. Kowalenko will be honored in October at the ACEP annual scientific meeting in Seattle.

• Daniel F. Hayes, clinical director of the Breast Oncology Program and professor, department of internal medicine, an oncologist and cancer researcher whose work in clinical and laboratory studies has advanced the management of breast cancer worldwide, was recently named the first winner of the annual Gianni Bonadonna Breast Cancer Award. Supported by a multi-year grant of more than $1.3 million from GlaxoSmithKline Oncology, the $10,000 award will be presented on Sept. 7 by the American Society of Clinical Oncology and The ASCO Foundation at the Breast Cancer Symposium in San Francisco.

• Anna Lok, a professor in the department of internal medicine, will receive the Hepatitis B. Foundation’s 2008 Distinguished Scientist Award in April 2008. The foundation gives this award for outstanding contributions made to the science and medicine of hepatitis B.

• Professor Panos Papalambros, jointly appointed in the Schools of Engineering and Art & Design, has been selected to receive The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Ruth and Joel Spira Outstanding Design Educator Award. The ASME established the award to recognize a person who exemplifies the best in furthering engineering design education through vision, interactions with students and industry, scholarship and impact on the next generation of engineers, and a person whose action serves as a role model for other educators.

• Assistant Professor Danielle Abrams was awarded a grant from the New York Foundation for the Arts in performance/cross-disciplinary work. Abrams’ recent and upcoming performance work includes her participation in July in “Dignitude,” part of New York City’s  Celebration of Queer Culture at Dixon Place, and a November performance as part of “Drift” at Rush Arts Gallery in Manhattan’s Chelsea arts district.

• The DuPont Fellows Forum on Sept. 11 announced that Melanie Sanford, William R. Roush Assistant Professor of Chemistry, is a member of the 40th class of DuPont Young Professors. Sanford—one of 16 young professors globally given the designation in 2007—receives a grant of $25,000 per year for three years, with a designation of DuPont Young Professor. During the three-year grant period, Sanford will be invited to meet with members of the DuPont Fellows Forum to present a seminar on her work. She may use the grant to obtain matching funds through the National Science Foundation or other organizations.

• Lucinda Pfalzer, professor of physical therapy and associate director for research and post professional education, School of Health Professions and Studies, U-M-Flint, has received the American Physical Therapy Association’s 2007 Catherine Worthingham Fellow award. Pfalzer was honored during an awards ceremony in June at the Physical Therapy 2007, the Annual Conference and Exposition of the American Physical Therapy Association in Denver, Colorado. The Catherine Worthingham Fellow award was established to recognize people whose work has resulted in lasting and significant advances in the science, education and practice of the profession of physical therapy.

Schools, Colleges and Programs

• U-M-Dearborn officials recently announced the fall semester freshman class enrollment of 902 students will set an all-time record, up from 783 the previous year. Enrollment at U-M-Flint has also increased for the fall 2007 semester to a record-setting level. The increase is led by continued growth in graduate students and a nearly 20-percent increase in new freshmen and a near doubling of International Students. The overall increase is 5.5 percent compared to fall 2006, with nearly 6,900 students.
• A group of researchers from the U-M Health System was awarded a $6 million federal grant to study serious childbirth-related injuries that afflict millions of women. A team that includes a unique multidisciplinary group of U-M gynecologists, engineers, nurses and other researchers will use the grant from the Office of Research on Women’s Health—part of the National Institutes of Health—to examine the damage that can be done to pelvic muscles during vaginal deliveries. The Specialized Centers of Research grant is funded for five years.

• The National Institutes of Health has named the University to receive a $55 million Clinical and Translational Science Award. CTSAs are part of a national initiative to encourage and speed collaboration and interdisciplinary research for therapies that improve human health. This five-year grant, the third-largest NIH award in the University’s history and the largest ever to the Medical School, builds on previous NIH investments to expand innovative programs and services in clinical research infrastructure and education. The announcement places U-M with 23 other academic medical centers around the country that are members of an expanding national CTSA consortium. Its mission is to transform how clinical and translational research is conducted, ultimately enabling researchers to provide new treatments more efficiently and quickly to patients. When fully implemented in 2012, about 60 institutions will be linked together to energize the discipline of clinical and translational science.

• The National Institutes of Health is awarding the Institute for Social Research a $33 million grant to extend the landmark Monitoring the Future study for five years. For the past 33 years, U-M scientists have tracked changes in the behaviors, attitudes and plans of young Americans as part of the study, which annually surveys some 50,000 young people in the nation’s secondary schools and then conducts follow-up surveys of a sample of them for several decades after they graduate. Next year the oldest respondents will reach age 50. Monitoring the Future is widely cited as the most authoritative source of information on adolescent drug use in the country.

• U-M researchers disclosed 329 new inventions in fiscal year 2007—an all-time high and a 14 percent increase over the previous year. Results also included 144 U.S. patent applications and 87 issued patents in that same time period. Royalty revenues increased 19 percent to nearly $13 million, providing a source for continued reinvestment that will strengthen future interactions with industry. U-M negotiated 91 technology agreements, including seven with new business startups in the last fiscal year, which ended June 30. The total number of U-M startups over the last seven years is 62, with more than 60 percent of the new businesses located in Michigan—primarily in greater Ann Arbor.
• Fundraising reached new records for the 2007 fiscal year and for The Michigan Difference campaign. Donors made record gifts amounting to more than $300 million in FY07, enabling the University to exceed its goal for The Michigan Difference, U-M’s $2.5 billion campaign. The University reached The Michigan Difference goal in May, 18 months before the campaign ends. In FY’07, more than 120,000 donors contributed to the University including more than 61,000 alumni. During the multi-year The Michigan Difference campaign, which began counting July 1, 2000, more than 315,000 donors have participated, including nearly 14,000 faculty and staff members who have contributed $114 million to date.

• Christopher Jeffries, founder of Millennium Partners, a New York-based real estate development firm, has provided a $5 million gift for the Law School building and expansion project. Jeffries, of New York City, is a 1974 alumnus of the Law School. The project is a major goal of the Law School’s $135 million "Building On" campaign, part of The Michigan Difference, the University’s $2.5 billion campaign.

• The Residential College at the U-M is 40 years old this year. Kenneth Keene, retired senior vice president of Johnson & Higgins—since acquired by Marsh & McLennan—and his wife, Janet, have given the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts a gift of $1 million to renovate the Residential College (RC) theater that was retrofitted into the East Quadrangle Residence Hall in 1967, when the RC living-learning community was established. When completed, the facility will be named The Keene Theater in recognition of their generosity. The renovations to the auditorium will include updating the Kennedy-era lighting system and control booth, as well as installing state-of-the-art projection and sound equipment. Upgrades will make the front entrance more accessible and address the cramped backstage area. New seating, carpeting, curtains and other interior remodeling will complete the theater’s much needed facelift and make the décor consistent with the age and historic character of the East Quad building, which was constructed in 1940.
• A New Jersey couple is giving $1.25 million to the University to support a new effort to improve science and math education. Robert Horwitz and Catherine Redlich are giving the money over five years to the U-M Instructional Development & Education Assessment Institute. They are U-M graduates and want to make math and science more accessible to young people. The institute is bringing together faculty and students from science, math and education to design, implement and assess new teaching methods and materials to advance learning in science and math from middle school through graduate school. It is a joint venture of the U-M College of Literature, Science, and the Arts and the School of Education. In addition, the couple gave $300,000 to support the Redlich-Horwitz Community Scholars in the Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program and $30,000 for a teaching award in the department of chemistry.

• A new and extraordinary $22 million gift to the U-M Health System is making possible a new and extraordinary institute—one with a mission of supporting fundamental research to advance the understanding of the causes, treatment and prevention of a broad range of human diseases. The A. Alfred Taubman Medical Research Institute, being established in the U-M Medical School, is named for the retail pioneer, whose funding and vision led to its creation. Taubman’s gift creates an endowment whose earnings will fund the institute, and the research of individual Taubman Scholars within the institute, for generations to come. The first five Taubman Scholars have already been chosen from among the Medical School’s top scientists. Each was selected for their remarkable creativity and research that holds the potential to significantly advance the development of a cure or preventive treatment for a human disease. Each scientist will receive a three-year grant that will provide $200,000 per year for his or her laboratory team to use in their pursuit of new knowledge.
