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Students

· Five U-M students split $4,350 in prizes during the summer term Avery and Jule Hopwood Awards in Creative Writing and the Marjorie Rapaport Award in Poetry contests. Winners in the Summer Hopwood fiction contest were: Joya. McCrory, English major from Detroit, for “On My Way and Other Short Stories” ($800), and Paul Fiehler, English major from Pittsburgh, Pa. for “Gettysburg” ($1,000). Winner of the Summer Hopwood poetry contest was Claire Smith, English and American culture major from Naperville, Ill., for “Middle-West Mornings and Mountain Afternoons” ($1,750). Winners of the Marjorie Rapaport Award in Poetry were: Melissa Kim, Residential College English major from Huntington Woods, for “The Peking House” ($300), and Sarah M. Sala, English major from Brooklyn, Mich., for “Proof by Design: The Calculations Involved in the Dynamic of a Natural Wind” ($500).

· The U-M is the leading producer of Fulbright awards for American students with 37 students receiving grants for 2007-08. Out of more than 6,000 applicants nationwide, 119 applications were submitted by U-M students. A list of grantees and their research was published in the latest issue of The Journal of the International Institute. Other universities in the top 10 were Yale University, Brown University, Northwestern University, the University of California at Berkeley, Harvard University, Cornell University, the University of Chicago, the University of Wisconsin and Stanford University.

· The University launched a new educational service Oct. 30 to help students avoid unintentionally infringing copyright law. Be Aware You’re Uploading (BAYU) is an automated system that detects when computers on residence hall networks upload files using peer-to-peer (P2P) file sharing technology. BAYU is part of U-M’s longstanding educational campaign to help students use computing and network resources effectively and lawfully. Peer-to-peer file-sharing, itself, is a lawful activity and is used increasingly for important instructional activities and research. The new service will help users avoid unknowingly uploading copyrighted material; help users who consciously are uploading to do so responsibly; and help individuals who use peer-to-peer file-sharing be mindful of the risks associated with the technology.

Faculty and staff

· Two researchers from the University are among 65 new members elected to the prestigious Institute of Medicine, the National Academy of Sciences announced Oct. 8. The two new members are Dr. Theodore Lawrence and Antonia Villarruel. Lawrence chairs the Medical School radiation oncology department and is the Isadore Lampe Professor. Villarruel is the Nola J. Pender Collegiate Professor of Nursing, director of the School of Nursing Center for Health Promotion, and a professor in the school’s division of risk reduction and health promotion. Established in 1970 by the National Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Medicine is a national resource for independent, scientifically informed analysis and recommendations on human health issues. New members pledge to devote time to Institute of Medicine committees, which study a broad range of health-policy issues.
· At least eight U-M researchers contributed to the latest set of climate change reports issued by the United Nations-sponsored panel that shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with former Vice President Al Gore. The Nobel citation states that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a global network of some 2,000 scientists, has produced two decades of scientific reports that have “created an ever-broader informed consensus about the connection between human activities and global warming.” The faculty members are: Rosina Bierbaum, dean of the School of Natural Resources and Environment; Henry Pollack, emeritus professor of geological sciences; Joyce Penner, professor of atmospheric science; Natalia Andronova, research scientist in the department of atmospheric, oceanic and space sciences; Maria Carmen Lemos, an associate professor at the School of Natural Resources and Environment; and Detlef Sprinz, visiting professor of political science.

· Two faculty members recently were awarded fellowships at the American Academy in Berlin. Named as Anna-Maria Kellen Fellows were Anne Carson, professor of classics, English and comparative literature, who is pursuing her project Prometheus in fall 2007, a translation of “Aeschylus”; and Elizabeth Sears, professor of art history, pursuing her project In My Father’s House in spring 2008.

· The National Tropical Botanical Garden presented the Robert Allerton Award to Professor William Anderson of the University Herbarium at its trustee meeting Oct. 8 in St. Louis. The award consists of a bronze medal and an honorarium of $1,000. Allerton is curator emeritus of vascular plants and professor emeritus of botany, department of ecology and evolutionary biology.

· Flight nurses Michael Chesney and David Roberts of the U-M Health System’s Survival Flight team had the opportunity to showcase their medical expertise in life-and-death situations using patient simulator technology at the sixth annual Air Medical Transport Conference hosted by the Association of Air Medical Services (AAMS) in Tampa, Fla. Their poise and skill earned them the top honor for the event’s Medical Education Technologies Inc.-sponsored critical care competition and the METI trophy. For winning the competition, the duo also received a cash prize along with trips to Tampa for the 2008 METI simulator conference and Prague, Czech Republic, for an international air rescue competition.

· Two faculty members affiliated with the U-M will teach and conduct research abroad as recipients of Fulbright Scholar grants. They are Steven Wright, the Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering and former U-M professor Thomas O'Donnell. Wright will go to Concepcion, Chile, where he will carry out ecological studies on hydroelectric power in Patagonia. O'Donnell, who taught at U-M from 2001 to 2007, will travel to Caracas, Venezuela to compare that country's oil markets and politics with those in Algeria. O'Donnell now teaches at the New School in New York. 

· Katsuyo Thornton, assistant professor of materials science and engineering, College of Engineering, has been chosen as recipient of the 2008 Early Career Faculty Fellow Award. Her nomination recently was approved by The Minerals, Metals & Materials Society board of directors. The award is to be presented March 11 in New Orleans, La.

· Scott Fogler, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, Vennema Professor of Chemical Engineering and professor of chemical engineering, College of Engineering has been elected president of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers. His term as president-elect will begin Jan. 1 and he will become president Jan. 1, 2009.

· Four faculty members were inducted Oct. 6 into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Their honors were announced in May. Celebrated for their superior scholarship, artistic triumphs and exemplary service to society, the 227th class of Fellows included the following faculty members: Rosina Bierbaum, dean and professor of natural resources and environmental policy; Robert Griess Jr., professor of mathematics; Arthur Lupia, Hal R. Varian Collegiate Professor of Political Science; and David R. Williams, not pictured, Harold R. Cruse Professor of Sociology and director of the South Africa Initiatives Office.

· Richard Jackson, an internationally recognized environmental health expert who in recent years has focused on the links between urban sprawl and human health, has been named the first director of the Graham Environmental Sustainability Institute at U-M. Originally trained as a pediatrician, Jackson has spent more than 25 years in public health. He joins U-M from the University of California, Berkeley, where he is an adjunct professor of environmental health, as well as an adjunct professor of city and regional design.

· The Council on Social Work Education Women’s Council has named this year’s Feminist Scholarship Award to honor Edith Lewis, associate professor in the School of Social Work. Lewis was on the committee that initially designed the award in 1994.The award, named in honor of a social work education pioneer who furthers the inclusion of women’s scholarship in social work education, is given to recipients whose submitted papers are considered to be the best examples of scholarship about women.

· Laurence Boxer, the Henry and Mala Dorfman Family Professor of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, has been chosen to receive the 2008 Distinguished Career Award from the American Society of Pediatric Hematology Oncology. This award is given in recognition of outstanding service and significant scientific contributions to the understanding and treatment of blood diseases and cancer in children. It will be presented at the ASPHO annual meeting in May.

• A U-M Geriatrics Center investigator was a recipient of a new, “surprise” award recognizing promising research in the science of aging. Robert J. Wessells, was one of 25 scientists in the nation recently selected to receive an unsolicited, $50,000 Glenn Foundation Award for Research in the Biological Mechanisms of Aging. The Glenn Award will enhance Wessells’ studies of age-related deterioration of cardiac function using a fruit fly model. By combining fruit fly genetics with physiological measurement, Wessells is examining how cardiac aging is controlled.
· Huda Akil, Gardner Quarton Distinguished University Professor of Neuroscience and Psychiatry and co-director of the Molecular and Behavioral Neuroscience Institute, was one of five 2007 national award recipients honored in New York City in October by the National Alliance for Research on Schizophrenia and Depression, the world’s leading charity dedicated to mental health research, for groundbreaking research in neuroscience.

· Two U-M researchers were among 15 from across the country selected to the prestigious Howard Hughes Medical Institute, following a nationwide competition that sought applications from researchers who lead patient-oriented research programs and whose scientific work is guided by their interaction with patients. The two are Arul Chinnaiyan, director of the Michigan Center for Translational Pathology, whose work focuses on genetic and molecular patterns in cancer, and Friedhelm Hildebrandt, professor in the department of human genetics, who is internationally known for his work in the genetics of kidney disease.

· Ten members of the U-M faculty were announced as fellows of the American Association for the Advancement of Science on October 25. They are: David Engelke, professor of biological chemistry; Gary Glick, Werner E. Bachmann Collegiate Professor of Chemistry and professor of biological chemistry; Robert T. Kennedy, Hobart H. Willard Collegiate Professor of Chemistry and professor of pharmacology; John L. King, professor of information in the School of Information and vice provost for academic information; Pinaki Mazumder, professor of electrical engineering and computer science; Laurie McCauley, William K. and Mary Anne Najjar Professor of Periodontics and professor of pathology; Franco Nori, professor of physics; Peter Polverini, dean and professor of dentistry and professor of pathology; Janet L. Smith, Margaret J. Hunter Collegiate Professor in the Life Sciences and professor of biological chemistry; and Ronald Woodard, professor of medicinal chemistry and professor of chemistry. The AAAS is the world’s largest general scientific society and publishes the journal Science.

· Linda Gregerson, professor of English, was nominated for a National Book Award for her poetry collection Magnetic North. The other nominees were former poet laureate Robert Hass for Time and Materials, David Kirby for The House on Boulevard St., Stanley Plumly for Old Heart, and Ellen Bryant Voigt for Messenger: New and Selected Poems 1976-2006.

Schools, colleges and programs

• Kenneth Keene, retired senior vice president of Johnson & Higgins, and his wife, Janet, have given LS&A a gift of $1 million to renovate the Residential College (RC) theater that was retrofitted into the East Quadrangle Residence Hall in 1967, when the RC living-learning community was established. When completed, the facility will be named The Keene Theater, in recognition of their generosity. The renovations to the auditorium will include updating the Kennedy-era lighting system and control booth, as well as installing state of the art projection and sound equipment. Upgrades will make the front entrance more accessible and address the cramped backstage area. New seating, carpeting, curtains and other interior remodeling will complete the theater's much needed facelift and make the décor consistent with the age and historic character of the East Quad building, which was constructed in 1940.
· The fall 2007 Saturday Morning Physics began Oct. 6. A U-M tradition since 1995, this lecture series lets physicists discuss their work in easy-to-understand, non-technical terms. The talks include multimedia presentations, hands-on demonstrations, slides, videos, and computer simulations. This year offers a broad range of topics from astronomy legends to tissue engineering. Audiences will learn about cameras and light, lighthouses and mammoths too.

· The U-M is part of a state research consortium taking part in the National Children’s Study, an ambitious effort to examine environmental influences on the health and development of more than 100,000 children across the nation. The National Institutes of Health announced the start of the project today, including an $18 million, five-year grant to the Michigan Alliance for the National Children’s Study. Daniel Keating, director of the U-M Center for Human Growth and Development, is lead investigator of the $4.4 million U-M portion of the Michigan study. Keating is also a faculty associate at the U-M Institute for Social Research (ISR) Survey Research Center, which will have primary responsibility for identifying and enrolling state study participants.

· “An Afternoon with Maya Angelou,” a lecture by Angelou, internationally known poet, best-selling author and distinguished social activist, as well as historian, educator, actress, playwright, producer and director, was presented on Oct. 12 as part of the alumni reunion activities of the Stephen M. Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan. Angelou is the author of a dozen top-selling books, including “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,” “The Heart of a Woman” and “A Song Flung Up to Heaven.” 

· The U-M launched the new Diversity Matters at Michigan Web site on Oct. 8. Available on the University Gateway at www.umich.edu, the 80-page site provides a portal to the scores of curricular and extra-curricular programs and initiatives, individuals and groups, and other resources available to advance and sustain a welcoming and diverse community.

· Young inventors can help stoke the state’s economy and the new Center for Entrepreneurial Programs at the College of Engineering will help make that happen. Thomas Zurbuchen, professor in the department of atmospheric, oceanic and space sciences and aerospace engineering, will direct the new center. The center grew out of the college’s Committee on Entrepreneurial Environment and Programs, a group of faculty that was formed in January and released recommendations in May in the report “Empowering Entrepreneurial Students.” The center is supported by an anonymous gift of nearly $1 million.

· The U-M Library is hosting an exhibit celebrating the life and contributions of former U-M football coach and library trustee Bo Schembechler. Featuring photos, quotes and video clips, this fresh and expansive look at Schembechler’s contributions goes far beyond the football field. Schembechler, who died Nov. 17, 2006, was involved with the library as a trustee of the Library Board. In 1994, he collaborated with the Athletic Department to develop an innovative fund-raising campaign—the sale of recycled stadium turf in the form of U-M coasters and welcome mats—to assist the library in raising matching funds for a major gift for preservation activities. The exhibit runs through Dec. 7 in the gallery on the first floor of the Hatcher Graduate Library.

· On Oct. 26, about 300 alumni—including three Pulitzer Prize winners—returned to dedicate the newly renovated Stanford Lipsey Student Publications Building and to celebrate a series of improvements, scholarships and internships to aid future journalists. Altogether, six Pulitzer winners began their career in the building, including Stanford Lipsey. Reische, co-chair of U-M’s Board for Student Publications, notes that Pulitzer-winning playwright Arthur Miller, legendary photographer Margaret Bourke-White and former New York Gov. (and two-time GOP presidential nominee) Thomas Dewey each worked for The Michigan Daily, the Michiganensian yearbook, or the Gargoyle humor magazine.

· The U-M Health System (UMHS) is launching a $42.9 million expansion of its facilities for medical imaging and image-guided procedures. By the time the projects are completed in late 2008 and early 2009, the expansion will give many more patients faster access to UMHS radiology services, including some services available at few other medical centers across the country. It will also allow U-M radiologists to continue developing new techniques as part of a nationally known research program. The projects will be funded entirely from U-M Hospitals and Health Centers reserves, without direct funding from the state or the University’s general fund. The additional scanners will also need approval from the State of Michigan’s Certificate of Need committee.

· The U-M will replace the Towsley Center for Children with a new facility that will broaden the University’s capacity for child care. The building design was approved Oct. 25 by the Board of Regents. The new structure will combine the U-M Children’s Center for Working Families and Pound House—both built before 1915—into a single center. The building replacement project is a result of the U-M Child Care Initiative, begun in 2005 by President Mary Sue Coleman to provide more full-time child care on campus, develop new infant and toddler care programs and improve University facilities for early childhood education and care.

· The U-M’s endowment grew from $5.7 billion to $7.1 billion in the 2007 fiscal year, benefiting from a 25.6 percent investment return and strong contributions from alumni and other donors, according to the annual Report on Investments presented by Regent Rebecca McGowan, chair of the Finance, Audit and Investment Committee, to the Regents at its meeting Oct. 25. At $7.1 billion, U-M’s endowment is now the ninth largest in the country and third largest among public universities. Approximately one-third of the funds derived from the University’s endowment support financial aid for undergraduates.

· The U-M is the lead research institution in a $3.89 million grant to fund a consortium to study the health consequences on victims in disasters. The consortium, called the National Center for Disaster Mental Health Research, includes researchers from U-M, Dartmouth Medical School, Medical University of South Carolina, Yale University and the University of Oklahoma. The center, funded by the National Institutes of Health, is the first to be established with the explicit goal of having the money and infrastructure in place to allow researchers to respond immediately after a disaster happens. The center is also expected to be the leader in the field of disaster research, in many ways setting the research agenda in the area.

· A $22 million gift from A. Alfred Taubman to the U-M Health System has helped create a new institute with a mission of supporting research of the causes, treatment and prevention for a broad range of human diseases. The A. Alfred Taubman Medical Research Institute, established in the U-M Medical School, is named for the retail pioneer whose gift creates an endowment to fund the institute and the research of individual Taubman Scholars. The first five Taubman Scholars have already been chosen from among the Medical School’s top scientists. Each scientist will receive a three-year grant that will provide $200,000 per year. The scholars will also serve as advocates for research, by taking part in U-M efforts to educate the public about the importance of biomedical research, and of public and private support for such research. 

· University researchers disclosed 329 new inventions in Fiscal Year 2007, an all-time high and a 14-percent increase over the previous year. Results also included 144 U.S. patent applications and 87 issued patents. Royalty revenues increased approximately 20 percent to nearly $13 million, providing a source for continued reinvestment that will strengthen future interactions with industry. U-M negotiated 91 technology agreements, including seven with new business startups in FY 2007, which ended June 30. The total number of U-M startups over the last seven years is 62. More than 60 percent of the new businesses are located in Michigan, primarily in the greater Ann Arbor area, according to Ken Nisbet, executive director of Tech Transfer.

· Twenty-three public and private Michigan colleges and universities have banded together to launch the Michigan Higher Education Recruitment Consortium to share information and resources to attract and retain talented faculty and staff. The three University Research Corridor leaders, President Mary Sue Coleman, Michigan State University President Lou Anna Simon and outgoing Wayne State University President Irvin Reid, jointly invited the state’s other public and private colleges and universities to form the Michigan HERC. The consortium is designed to make it easier to recruit or retain talented faculty and staff by helping spouses find openings at nearby universities within the same region, to create networking opportunities and share best practices among member institutions through regular meetings, and to reduce costs through joint purchasing arrangements.

· The University alumni magazine Michigan Today posted a newly redesigned Web site—http://michigantoday.umich.edu—Oct.1 with a new look, new content, dynamic multimedia and several interactive features that let alumni interact with each other and the magazine. The magazine already offered a monthly e-mail newsletter, along with a Web version of each print issue. The Web site and newsletter were completely renovated with the help of Michigan Marketing and Design, and new content added that capitalizes on the strengths of the Internet.

· For the third year in a row, the U-M Health System Transplant Center has been awarded the Organ Donation Medal of Honor from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services for its success in raising organ donation rates. In addition, the Transplant Center has joined a new initiative, the Transplant Growth and Management Collaborative, which aims to dramatically increase the number of deceased donor organs transplanted at each hospital. The honor and news of the collaborative were announced during the third annual National Learning Congress on Organ Donation and Transplantation in Nashville, Tenn.

· Michigan Radio, the University’s public radio station, brought in more than $655,000 with contributions from more than 5,500 members across southern lower Michigan and northern Ohio during its successful fall membership drive. The money raised helps pay for programming costs and general operating expenses at the station, with membership support being the single largest source of income. The 2007 drive raised money through a variety of sources, including more than $540,000 in contributions from listeners who called in a pledge to phone volunteers, nearly $119,000 in on-line contributions, and more than $244,000 generated from 2,454 first-time contributors to the station.

