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Students

· Spring Commencement will be on the Diag this year. In a poll, graduating students were asked to declare their preferred location, the Diag or Elbel Field. Of the 3,002 who responded, 66 percent favored the Diag, Provost Teresa Sullivan and Vice President for Student Affairs E. Royster Harper announced Feb. 8 in a letter to students. Shortly after the votes were tallied, the president and executive officers endorsed the location. The decision followed a month-long dialogue between students and administrators on the best location for the ceremony. Construction on Michigan Stadium forced University leaders to look for alternatives, which included an initial plan to move the event to Eastern Michigan University. After receiving considerable e-mail and other messages, and taking a poll in which students agreed to sacrifice tickets to keep the event on campus, leaders began to re-examine other sites. 
· In the first trip of its kind, a group of 30 graduate students from the School of Public Health spent spring break working with the China Centers for Disease Control in Tianjin, China, a city of 10 million just south of Beijing. The students were assigned to field work in district hospitals and village clinics, participating in projects related to immunizations, maternal and child health, environmental health and outbreak investigation. Dr. Jianli Kan, director of epidemiology for the National China CDC, says this is the first time the China CDC has hosted American students for practice-based deployments. Kan trained under Matthew Boulton, SPH associate dean and the program’s director, at the Michigan Department of Community Health. Organizers expect the program to infuse new ideas into the Chinese public health system and to give American students exposure to problems they’re not likely to encounter at home.
· With the help of a new gift of $2 million for undergraduate scholarships from the Judy and Fred Wilpon Family Foundation, the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts has raised more than $91 million for student scholarships. The latest $2 million Wilpon gift, in addition to an earlier $3 million gift, will be matched dollar-for-dollar from U-M President Mary Sue Coleman’s Donor Challenge for need-based scholarships and will increase the impact of the total $5 million commitment to $10 million for need-based scholarships. LSA Dean Terrence J. McDonald said the $10 million in scholarships as a result of the Wilpon gift will more than double the number of LSA students receiving need-based financial aid to nearly 1,000. The amount of each aid package has also increased.

· A new Graduate Student Parental Accommodation Policy at the Rackham Graduate School allows a six-week parental accommodation period to eligible students for childbirth or adoption. The policy could affect as many as 800 of Rackham’s 8,000 graduate students, according to estimates based on a Center for the Education of Women survey. The policy applies to full-time graduate students who have completed at least one full-time semester of their degree program. It covers birth or the adoption of a child under age 6. If both parents are eligible graduate students, both may take the six-week accommodation period. The policy also entitles new parents to a one-year extension of Rackham Graduate School’s time limits for completing degree requirements.

· The grand opening of Bert’s Café will herald a new service offered to U-M Library patrons. Space is available for students to converse at small tables, study in comfortable armchairs, work on group projects, meet with a faculty member or use library resources via a wireless access — all while enjoying a cup of coffee or tasty treat without having to leave the library. The café officially opened on Feb. 20 at the first floor Shapiro Undergraduate Library. Bert’s Café is made possible through the generosity of Bertram Askwith (LSA ‘31), who funded the Askwith Media Library, also housed in the undergraduate library and other U-M programs.
· Seven undergraduate schools and colleges have announced the recipients of the 2008 Central Campus Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Spirit Awards, which honor undergraduates who best exemplify King’s leadership and vision. The six winners, nominated by faculty and staff from across campus, are: Ali Beydoun of Dearborn Heights, a sophomore majoring in English; Jessica Eiland of Southfield, a senior concentrating in psychology; Eric Jarrett from Detroit and Southfield, a junior in business administration; James Logan of Detroit, a senior concentrating in sociology; Chris McLaurin of Rochester Hills, a junior honors history student; and Bayyinah Muhammad of Atlanta, Ga., a nursing junior. The awardees will be recognized during a March 29 conference on “Careers for the Public Good: Alumni Making the Michigan Difference.” The undergraduate student recognition program is sponsored by the schools and colleges of business, education, kinesiology, LSA, nursing, pharmacy and the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy.
Faculty and staff

· University of Michigan President Mary Sue Coleman led a delegation to South Africa and Ghana, Feb. 22 to March 5, to extend existing collaborations with several universities and forge new relationships. Coleman and the delegation discussed initiatives that can be incorporated into U-M’s newly established African Studies Center, and explored proposals that extend many longstanding projects undertaken by the more than 120 U-M faculty across the University involved in scholarship related to Africa. The African Studies Center, to launch in July, will enrich and provide additional impetus for teaching and research related to Africa. The center will do outreach, host programs and events and serve as a focal point for U-M faculty and students engaged in scholarly work in and about Africa. It will serve as a resource for research of all kinds, and a platform for cross-cultural exchange, one of 17 centers for area studies at U-M under the umbrella of the University’s International Institute.

· Njabulo Ndebele, vice-chancellor and principal of the University of Cape Town, South Africa, will receive an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the University of Michigan during spring commencement April 26. The Board of Regents approved Ndebele’s honorary degree a month before it considers other recipients so that an announcement could be made during President Mary Sue Coleman’s visit to South Africa and the University of Cape Town (UCT). As its vice-chancellor since 2000, Ndebele is credited with transforming the UCT into a diverse multiracial institution. He also is known for expanding the institution’s research mission by encouraging new partnerships within the country and internationally. This has included increasing the number of research doctoral students at the university. Ndebele has made AIDS/HIV front and center at UCT, both in terms of services to affected students and efforts to address the growing pandemic.

· Six members of the University of Michigan faculty have been awarded Arthur F. Thurnau Professorships, following approval by the Board of Regents at the Feb. 14 meeting: James Cogswell, Jr., professor of art; Sherman Jackson, professor of Near Eastern studies; Robert Megginson, associate dean of LSA and professor of mathematics; Dana Muir, professor of business law; Ann Marie Sastry, professor of mechanical engineering, of biomedical engineering and of materials science and engineering; and Peter Washabaugh, associate professor of aerospace engineering.  The Thurnau Professorship is one of the top honors awarded to faculty; it seeks to recognize and reward outstanding contributions to undergraduate education. The professorships are named after alumnus Arthur F. Thurnau and supported by the Thurnau Charitable Trust, which was established through his will. Those appointed may keep the title throughout their tenure at U-M. Recipients receive $20,000 to support teaching activities, including travel, books, equipment and graduate student support.
· Two University of Michigan professors were elected to the National Academy of Engineering. College of Engineering professors Dennis Assanis and Pallab Bhattacharya are among the 65 new members elected into the academy from across the nation this month. Assanis is recognized for his work to improve fuel economy and reduce emissions of internal combustion engines, as well as for promoting automotive engineering education. A professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, he is also the Jon R. and Beverly S. Holt Professor of Engineering and the director of the automotive research center. Bhattacharya is recognized for his contributions to quantum dot optoelectronic devices including lasers and detectors, and integrated optoelectronics. His research has led to improvements in fiberoptic communication systems. Bhattacharya is the Charles M. Vest Distinguished University Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science and the James R. Mellor Professor of Engineering. Assanis and Bhattacharya join 21 other U-M College of Engineering professors who are members of this academy. Bhattacharya will also be presented with the 2008 John Bardeen Award in March at the annual meeting of The Minerals, Metals and Materials Society.
· The Office of the Provost and Executive Vice President has named six professors as fellows in the Committee on Institutional Cooperation’s (CIC) Academic Leadership Program for the 2007-08 academic year: Bonnie Hagerty, associate professor in the School of Nursing and interim director of the Division of Acute, Chronic, and Long-term Care; Marie McCarthy, professor and chair of music education, School of Music, Theatre & Dance; Sofia Merajver, professor of political science, director of the Breast Cancer Risk Evaluation Program, and co-director of the Breast Cancer Research Program; Edith Parker, associate dean for academic affairs in the School of Public Health and associate professor of health behavior and health education; James Penner-Hahn, associate dean for natural sciences in LSA, professor of chemistry and research scientist in the Biophysics Research Division; and Meredith Jung-En Woo-Cumings, associate dean for social sciences in LSA and professor of political science. The CIC, an academic consortium of 12 world-class universities, established the Academic Leadership Program in 1989 to help selected faculty on its member campuses to develop their leadership and managerial skills.

· Suzanne Bergeron, associate professor of women’s studies, and associate professor of social sciences at the College of Arts, Sciences and Letters, U-M-Dearborn ; John Vandermeer, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, Margaret Davis Collegiate Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, acting chair and professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, LSA, and professor of natural resources and environment; and Carol Hollenshead, director of the Center for the Education of Women  will receive the 2008 Sarah Goddard Power Awards, presented by the Academic Women’s Caucus selection committee. The award was established by the Academic Women’s caucus in memory of Sarah Goddard Power, a former regent who was a strong advocate for women within the University. Its goal is to honor faculty members (including instructors, lecturers, primary researchers, librarians and curators) and senior administrative staff who have made significant contributions to the betterment of women at U-M and globally through distinguished leadership, scholarship or other activities related to their professions.
· The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) has recognized Dr. Mark Lowell, an emergency physician at the U-M Health System, as a Hero of Emergency Medicine. The campaign, which is part of ACEP’s 40th anniversary, recognizes emergency physicians who have made significant contributions to emergency medicine, their communities and their patients. Lowell serves as associate professor of emergency medicine and is medical director of Survival Flight.
· Samuel Mukasa, professor and chair of the Department of Geological Sciences, has been elected vice president of the Geochemical Society for 2008-09 and will be president for 2010-11.
· Sidonie Smith, the Martha Guernsey Colby Collegiate Professor of English and Women’s Studies and chair of the English Department, recently was elected second vice president of the Modern Language Association of America for 2008. Founded in 1883, the association has more than 30,000 members in 100 countries. Smith will become first vice president in 2009 and will succeed to the office of president in 2010.
· Ruth Tsoffar, associate professor of Women’s Studies and Comparative Literature, is the recipient of the 2007 Elli Kongas Maranda Prize from the Women’s Section of the American Folklore Society for her book, “The Stains of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite Jewish Women.” The award is presented annually for outstanding work on women’s traditional, vernacular or local culture and/or for work on feminist theory and folklore.
· Tony Grbic, assistant professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, recently was awarded an National Science Foundation CAREER grant for the project Advances in Metamaterial Structures and Devices. He anticipates his research over the next five years will lead to the emergence of a new class of metamaterials.
· Martin Powers, professor, history of art, has been selected to receive the 2008 Joseph Levenson Book Prize for Pre-1900 China on behalf of the China and Inner Asia Council of the Association for Asian Studies and the Joseph Levenson Prize Committee, in recognition of his achievement as the author of “Pattern and Person: Ornament, Society and Self in Classical China,” published by Harvard University Asia Center. The prize includes a check for $1,500 and a citation, both to be presented at the AAS annual meeting April 4 in Atlanta.
· Kai-Hui Chang, a research fellow and Rackham graduate student, received the 2007 Outstanding Dissertation Award in the area of new directions in logic and system design by the European Design and Automation Association. This award is presented for doctoral dissertations in the field of electronic design automation.
· Anna Gilbert, associate professor of mathematics, is the recipient of the 2008 National Academy of Sciences Award for initiatives in research. The award recognizes innovative young scientists and encourages research likely to lead to new capabilities for human benefit. Gilbert was recognized for her work with innovative algorithms using wavelets and sampling techniques and their impact on data analysis and sparse approximation.
· Shengquan Wang, assistant professor of computer and information science at U-M-Dearborn, has received a $400,000 CAREER program grant from the National Science Foundation, through the Faculty Early Career Development program. The five-year grant was awarded for Wang’s proposal titled “Timing-Aware Dynamic Thermal Management in High Performance Embedded Systems.”
· Valeria Bertacco, assistant professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, has been awarded an NSF CAREER grant for the project Correctness Constrained Execution for Processor Designs. Bertacco’s goal is to provide processor designs that are functionally correct under every execution scenario. 
· Suellyn Scarnecchia, dean of the University of New Mexico Law School since 2003, will return to Ann Arbor to become vice president and general counsel of the University of Michigan. Scarnecchia was a clinical professor of law and associate dean of the University of Michigan Law School from 1987 to 2002, and special assistant to the U-M provost in 2002. Her appointment to the position of vice president and general counsel was recommended by U-M President Mary Sue Coleman following a national search. It will be effective July 1, following approval by the U-M Board of Regents.
· Erik Lundberg, chief investment officer, has been named a winner of Institutional Investor’s 2007 Awards for excellence in investment management. The annual awards recognize achievement in the field of portfolio management in four disciplines. Lundberg was named winner in the endowments category.
· Randy Dillard, student activities supervisor at U-M-Dearborn, was honored recently by the Michigan Campus Compact for his contributions to service-learning and civic engagement. Dillard received the 2007 MCC Faculty/Staff Community Service-Learning Award.

· Cinda-Sue Davis, program director of Women in Science and Engineering, has been elected to the board of directors of the Commission on Professionals in Science and Technology. The commission collects, synthesizes, analyzes and disseminates reliable information about the science and engineering workforce in the United States.

· Peter Tracey, help desk coordinator associate, Michigan Administrative Information Services, received the Local Analyst of the Year Award from the Help Desk Institute, the largest association for IT service and support professionals. Tracey was recognized for his understanding of industry standards, commitment to excellent service and consistency in exceeding performance objectives. He will compete at the regional level.

Schools, colleges and programs 
· The University Dance Company presented five new works that explore the connection between the music of Igor Stravinsky and modern dance through Feb. 3. The original pieces are featured in “Stravinsky Revisited.” Guest artists include Rennie Harris, Daniel Gwirtzman—a 1992 U-M graduate—and Ginger Thatcher. U-M dance department members Amy Chavasse and Jessica Fogel have also contributed new works. Harris’ work, “Heaven,” blends hip-hop techniques with the allegorical references to a Japanese folk tale. Gwirtzman has woven together seven brief movements inspired by four Stravinsky compositions. He is founder of the New York City-based Daniel Gwirtzman Dance Company. Thatcher’s contribution in “Stravinsky Revisited” is a meditation on light and shadows amid a Matisse-like set design. Fogel’s new work blends musical fragments of Stravinsky in a surrealistic dance amid the imagined architecture of a house. Chavasse offers a depiction of historical events that coincide with the years in which Stravinsky created the pieces.
· In a far-ranging exhibit of their latest creative work, University of Michigan faculty members in the School of Art & Design demonstrate a mastery of technique, and an engaging curiosity in working with new and emerging media while offering a glimpse into the aesthetic issues that shape their art. Works of 30 artists were featured in this year’s 4th Annual Faculty Exhibition. The exhibit reflected a range of eclectic work by artists at various stages of the creative process, from renderings of concepts to finished pieces of art. An assemblage of paintings, prints, photography, video, jewelry, kinetic work and installation, the exhibit ran through Feb. 22 at two of the School’s galleries, the Slusser Gallery on Bonisteel Boulevard and Work • Ann Arbor on S. State Street.
· Heralded as one of the most stimulating forces in contemporary music, German-born artist and McArthur Fellow, Trimpin was in residence at the School of Art & Design for a multimedia project that evokes the haunting memories of the Holocaust. During his residency, Trimpin was assisted by Ann Arbor musician Frank Pahl, as well as students from the U-M School of Art & Design, School of Information and German Department in developing “The Gurs Zyklus,” (“The Gurs Cycle”), a project that fuses kinetic sculpture, computer technology and 2-D and 3-D imagery. Inspired by the lives of the Jews in his hometown during World War II, many of whom were transported to Gurs, a Nazi internment camp in France, Trimpin’s “Gurs Cycle” aims to evoke the sounds, sensory impressions and emotional texture of this devastating episode in his village’s history. Trimpin’s visit coincided with a newly opened U-M University Library exhibit of Holocaust-era letters and photographs from the collection of Sala Garncarz, a Nazi labor camp survivor.
· The discovery of a remarkably well-preserved fossil representing the most primitive bat species known to date demonstrates that the animals evolved the ability to fly before they could locate objects by means of the echo reflected from them by a sound-signal. The new species, named Onychonycteris finneyi, was unearthed in 2003 in southwestern Wyoming and is described in a study in the Feb. 14 issue of the journal Nature, on which U-M paleontologist Gregg Gunnell is a coauthor along with researchers from the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) in New York, the Royal Ontario Museum in Canada and the Senckenberg Research Institute in Germany. A cast of one of the two known specimens is on permanent display in the U-M Exhibit Museum of Natural History’s Hall of Evolution.
· Three out of four residents in the auto industry-dominated state of Michigan would be willing to pay for ways to increase the role of renewable energy sources, according to a new University of Michigan survey. Many states have enacted policies that mandate increased use of renewable energy as well as other policies that could reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Michigan, however, has been among the least active states, which makes these latest findings surprising, said Barry Rabe, a professor in the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and School of Natural Resources and Environment. Rabe co-authored the survey of 1,001 adults with Christopher Borick, professor of political science at Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania. It is the first known survey of its kind to ask Michigan residents about global warming issues and climate policy options.
· A laser beam made in a U-M laboratory is believed to have set a record for intensity. If you could hold a giant magnifying glass in space and focus all the sunlight shining toward Earth onto one grain of sand that concentrated ray would approach the intensity of a new laser beam. The beam measures 20 billion trillion watts per square centimeter. It contains 300 terawatts of power. That’s 300 times the capacity of the entire U.S. electricity grid. The laser beam’s power is concentrated to a 1.3-micron speck about 100th the diameter of a human hair. A human hair is about 100 microns wide. This intensity is about two orders of magnitude higher than any other laser in the world can produce, according to Victor Yanovsky, a research scientist in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science who built the ultra-high power system over the past six years.
· The University of Michigan Library put online its millionth digitized book in February. That’s 1 million out of the 7.5 million volumes in the library’s current holdings. Michigan’s MBooks program makes these volumes available to readers around the world, increasing use of the U-M Library at home and abroad. An average 60,000 pages are viewed every month and MBooks has been accessed from 92 countries. The Michigan Digitization Project is a partnership with Google that will digitize the entire U-M collection providing full-text access to works that are in the public domain, creating new ways for users to search and access U-M Library content.
· Michigan’s University Research Corridor is investing up to $900,000 of its own resources in seed grants to speed up the development of “revolutionary but feasible” alternative energy research involving researchers at two or more of the URC universities. The URC, an alliance of Michigan State University, the University of Michigan and Wayne State University, was formed to transform, strengthen and diversify the state’s economy. The universities are working together to leverage their collective assets and encourage collaboration with business, government and communities to help accelerate innovation and economic growth. The universities will consider proposals from faculty related to novel research in energy policy, materials, clean energy sources, transmission and storage that is environmentally safe, cost-effective, and secure. A panel of experts from the three universities will select grant recipients, giving preference to projects that show the best potential for feasibility and impact.
· University of Michigan scientists and their colleagues at the National Institute on Aging have produced the largest and most detailed worldwide study of human genetic variation, a treasure trove offering new insights into early migrations out of Africa and across the globe. Like astronomers who build ever-larger telescopes to peer deeper into space, population geneticists like U-M’s Noah Rosenberg are using the latest genetic tools to probe DNA molecules in unprecedented detail, uncovering new clues to humanity’s origins. The latest study characterizes more than 500,000 DNA markers in the human genome and examines variations across 29 populations on five continents. The new study, led by Rosenberg and National Institute on Aging colleague Andrew Singleton, produced genetic data nearly 100 times more detailed than previous worldwide assessments of human populations. 
· The School of Public Health Department of Environmental Health Sciences hosted its 13th Annual Toxicology Symposium “Synergy: The Changing Direction of Environmental Health” on Feb. 7. The keynote speaker was Dr. David Schwartz, Senior Advisor for Environmental Health Sciences, NIH. There were additional presentations by Dr. Ellen Silbergeld, professor, Johns Hopkins University, Department of Environmental Health Sciences and editor in chief, Environmental Research; and Dr. Robert Roth, professor, Michigan State University, Department of Toxicology & Pharmacology and associate director, National Food Safety & Toxicology Center.
· At a university the size of Michigan, it’s not easy to track who joins and leaves the community every day as it happens. Yet as more services and resources go online, that tracking becomes more and more important. People need online access to a variety of things quickly, and when their job at U-M is done, their access needs to be removed just as fast. MCommunity will make that possible. The new online directory and identity management system is being developed by Information Technology Central Services in partnership with Michigan Administrative Information Services. It will store information about people that can be used to grant or deny them access to various online and physical resources at both the University and departmental levels.
· Two presentations were among the campus events celebrating Black History Month in February. On Feb. 7, University of Illinois professor James Anderson delivered a lecture, “Struggling Toward Justice in Education.” The talk was sponsored by the National Center for Institutional Diversity as the final lecture of the 22nd annual Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Symposium. In order to address the disproportionate effects of breast cancer on black women, the Comprehensive Cancer Center sponsored “Black Women and Breast Cancer.” The Feb. 12 event primarily focused on prevention, early diagnosis and general breast care. Dr. Lisa Newman, director of the Breast Care Center, was the featured speaker. Newman, an associate professor of surgery at the Medical School, conducts research on racial disparities in breast cancer and serves as chief national medical advisor for the Sisters Network Inc., a national black breast cancer survivors support organization. 
· U-M Ann Arbor earned an A grade for safety preparedness in a special report appearing in the March issue of Reader’s Digest. The report titled “Safe at School?” includes preparedness rankings of 135 schools and crime statistics for 285 schools. It is featured on the magazine’s Web site, www.rd.com, and will be on newsstands Feb. 19. Grades of A, B and C were assigned by the Reader’s Digest staff based on survey results of the 135 institutions. 
