October 2001 Highlights 





Students/Alumni 


•  The President’s Commission on the Undergraduate Experience (http://www.umich.edu/pres/undergrad/) released a report recommending fundamental changes in the academic culture of the University.


Highlights of the Commission’s proposals include: 


--  Creating a Sophomore Year Initiative with improved housing, advising and intellectual programs for second-year students as one means of treating each undergraduate’s career as a life-course journey.  


--  Building and adapting all residence halls to be more like the existing Residential College. 


--  Increasing faculty presence in residential and social settings. 


-- Devising a system of rewards and incentives for faculty commitment to undergraduate education. 


-- Developing an enhanced global, transnational emphasis, including expanding study-abroad programs and involving multicultural and international students more fully in campus life. 


--Establishing the Dewey Center for Undergraduate Life and Learning, named in honor of John Dewey, American philosopher, educator and U-M faculty member.





•  M-Pulse and members of the College of Engineering’s solar car team traveled to Australia in October to prepare for the World Solar Challenge in November.  





•  Carter Pann, a U-M doctoral student in composition, was the youngest of five finalists in Masterprize, an international composing competition sponsored every four years by the BBS and the London Symphony Orchestra.  Carter’s 10-minute “SLALOM” was written as an accompaniment to downhill skiing, a collection of scenes from a day on the mountain in Steamboat Springs, Colo.





•  A special 30-minute video of the Michigan Marching Band’s Sept. 22 pre-game and half-time performance honoring America is available for $20.  The video includes the Michigan Marching Band, Western Michigan University Bronco Band and 109,000 football fans singing “America the Beautiful” in Michigan Stadium.  Proceeds from the sale will go to the American Red Cross.  Checks made out to the University of Michigan should be sent to Michigan Tribute Video, Revelli Hall, 350 E. Hoover St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104-3707.  (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Oct01/r100801f.html)





Faculty/Staff


•  Former Business School Dean B. Joseph White was appointed interim president at the October Regents meeting (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Oct01/r101901b.html).  White, the Wilbur K. Pierpont Collegiate Professor of Leadership in Management Education and professor of business administration, served as dean from 1991 until July 2001.  Under his leadership, the Business School achieved a number of top rankings for its programs, increased its annual fundraising from $5.5 million to $26.5 million, and grew the value of its endowment from $35 million to $260 million. 


 President Lee C. Bollinger, who is leaving the U-M to become president of Columbia University, will remain in his position through the end of the fall semester. White’s appointment is effective Jan. 1, 2002.





• Composer and music Prof. Bright Sheng is one of 23 individuals to receive the prestigious MacArthur Foundation award (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Oct01/r102401a.html).  Sheng will receive $500,000 over five years of "no strings attached" support. 


Merging diverse musical customs in works that transcend convention, Sheng develops Asian themes and drama within Western music forms. The resulting creative compositions that blend East and West styles are distinct and elegant, and explore powerful emotional experiences.  An acclaimed conductor and pianist, he also serves as an adviser to the Silk Road Project — an international program that identifies, archives and interprets Far Eastern musical traditions.


Sheng is the 17th member of the U-M faculty to receive a MacArthur Award since the program began in 1978.  Archaeologist Susan Alcock won last year.





•  For the second time in three years, four U-M faculty members have been elected to the Institute of Medicine (IOM).  They are George A. Kaplan, professor and chair of epidemiology; Allen S. Lichter, professor of radiation oncology and dean of the Medical School; Stephen J. Weiss, professor of internal medicine and oncology; and David R. Williams, professor of sociology and senior research scientist, Survey Research Center, Institute for Social Research.  They join 23 other U-M faculty who are members of the IOM, which has a total active membership of 632.  Election to the IOM is a significant professional honor and is reserved for those who have made distinctive contributions to health through biomedical or social sciences research or leadership in the health professions.





•  John Drach, professor of dentistry and of medicinal chemistry, and Martha Somerman, associate dean for research at the School of Dentistry, have been elected Fellows of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.





•  USA Today has selected the U-M Documents Center Web site “America’s War Against Terrorism” as one of the news source's “Hot Sites.”  The page contains links to a broad range of information about Afghanistan, counter-terrorism measures and volunteer opportunities.  











Rankings


•  Hispanic Business magazine has named the Business School one of the nation’s 10 best graduate schools for Hispanics to attend in the U.S., citing its commitment to diversity and professional development and active Hispanic groups.  





•  The Business School ranked third in a Business Week magazine list of best executive education non-degree programs based on a survey of corporate managers and human resources executives.





Gifts/Grants


•  The National Science Foundation is investing $15 million in a new physics center at the U-M and in a new partnership between the U-M and the University of Texas at Austin.  Called FOCUS -- Frontiers in Optical Coherent and Ultrafast Science – the center’s mission is to provide leadership in quantum, ultrafast and high-field physics.  (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Oct01/r101101e.html)





•  The U-M has received a five-year, $3.7 million award from the National Science Foundation to improve opportunities for tenure-track women faculty in science and engineering fields.  (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Oct01/r101101f.html)





Research/Discoveries


•  Partial skeletons of ancient whales found in Pakistan last year resolve a long-standing controversy over the origin of whales, confirming that the giant sea creatures evolved from early ancestors of sheep, deer and hippopotami and suggesting that hippos may be the closest living relatives of whales.  The 47-million-year-old fossils, found by paleontology Prof. Philip D. Gingerich, graduate student Iyad Zalmout, and colleagues from the Geological Survey of Pakistan and the University of New Hampshire, also show how early whales swam.  The new finds, reported in the Sept. 21 issue of Science, are the first and only specimens known that combine sheep-like anklebones and archaic whale skull bones in the same skeletons. 





•  Researchers at the School of Dentistry and in Stockholm, Sweden, say research they are conducting on dental pulp (tooth) cells may one day help improve the lives of patients with spinal cord injuries. 


Christopher Nosrat, assistant professor at the School of Dentistry, who is involved in the effort, is trying to determine if dental pulp cells might have purposes other than making and maintaining teeth.  His research involves growing dental pulp cells in a laboratory and closely monitoring the process that leads to the growth and development of nerves within those cells.  Eventually, it may be possible to extract a tooth, grow dental pulp cells and implant those cells into a patient suffering from a neuro-degenerative disease such as Parkinson’s disease. (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Sep01/r090401.html)





•  In a national survey of 668 adults conducted Sept. 15-Oct. 7 by the Institute for Social Research, researchers assessed how America is responding to the terrorist attacks.  They concluded that the attacks have had a significant impact on Americans’ sense of personal safety and that these heightened fears are linked to their economic expectations and behavior.   Americans continue to suffer psychologically from the attacks.  Only 21 percent said they often felt hopeful about the future, compared with 68 percent answering the same questions in a national survey in 1990.  (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Sep01/surveys.html)





Sports


•  The U-M and Michigan State University hockey teams played to a 3-3 tie before a world-record crowd of more than 74,554 at Spartan Stadium in East Lansing Oct. 6.


























