November 2001 Highlights 





Students/Alumni 


•   U-M students and faculty were featured in the Nov. 12 Newsweek magazine cover story “Generation 9-11, Terror, War and Recession Hit Home on Campus.”  The article focused on the University community’s actions following Sept. 11.  Michigan’s diverse environment was a major factor in its selection for the article. (http://www.msnbc.com/news/652505.asp)





•  1,032 students from 13 departments and three schools are enrolled in more than 30 courses that are part of the Detroit 300 Theme Semester.  The theme semester has included scores of related cultural events, from film series to symposia, including the Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit presentation of “2001 Hastings Street” in Ann Arbor in September, culture bus trips on Saturdays to such destinations as Pewabic Pottery and the Heidelberg Project, poetry readings and an in-depth look at Detroit’s Broadside Press, and lectures and exhibitions about art, activism, transportation in Detroit, and the work of architect Albert Kahn.





Faculty/Staff


•  The eight-member Board of Regents will form a committee of the whole to serve as the Presidential Search Committee.  Regent Laurence B. Deitch is chair of the search committee, and Regent Daniel D. Horning is vice chair.  Earl Lewis, dean of the Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies, vice provost for academic affairs-graduate studies, and professor of history and Afro-American and African studies, will chair a Presidential Search Advisory Committee.  The board will employ an executive search consultant and is in the process of interviewing potential firms. 


The Regents hope to conclude the search within six to nine months. 


(http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Nov01/r111501g.html)





•  Sabine MacCormack, the Mary Ann and Charles R. Walgreen, Jr. Professor for the Study of Human Understanding, has been named one of the first five recipients of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s new Distinguished Achievement Awards for scholars in the humanities. 


The three-year awards, amounting to as much as $1.5 million each, allow notable scholars in the humanities to pursue their work under especially favorable conditions and to underscore the decisive contributions the humanities make to the nation’s intellectual life.  MacCormack, a comparative historian of religious and social institutions and attitudes, won a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1999.  She earned a B.A. degree in 1964 and a D.Phil. degree in 1974, both from Oxford.  (http://www.mellon.org/DAA%20announcement.html)





•  Singer-composer Susan Botti, assistant professor of composition, joined with the New York Philharmonic Nov. 1 to debut her “EchoTempo” for soprano, percussion, and orchestra at Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall.  The composition, inspired by Native American poetry and songs, features the voice and the drum.  The performance marked the first time a woman has sung her own composition during the Philharmonic’s regular season. 





•  Clark T.-C. Nguyen, Yoichi Osawa, and Yopie Prins will receive the University's 2002 Henry Russel Award. 


Nguyen, associate professor of electrical engineering, pioneered developments in microelectromechanical systems or "MEMS." 


 Osawa, assistant professor of pharmacology, is an expert on the mechanisms of hemoprotein inactivation by drugs, environmental toxicants, and other chemical substances that are foreign and harmful to living organisms. 


Prins, an associate professor of English and comparative literature, is a leading scholar of Victorian poetry and 19th-century Hellenism. 


The annual award is given to young faculty members for scholarly achievement and promise.  The awards will be presented March 12.


(http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Nov01/r111501f.html) 





•  The nation's first comprehensive center devoted to treatment, research, and education in depression will be established at the U-M Health System.  The new Depression Center will bring together and expand the University's wide range of coordinated patient care services; its extensive, world-class clinical, and laboratory research efforts; its patient, family, and community education programs; and its renowned training programs for health care professionals and students.  This broad scope will make it the first such center in the United States and allow the U-M to advance the field of depression on all fronts. 


 (http://www.med.umich.edu/opm/newspage/depctr.htm)





•  M-CARE continues to be the only health plan in the state of Michigan to hold an Excellent Accreditation from the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) for Commercial, Medicare and Medicaid HMOs.  This is the highest rating offered by NCQA.  A team of physicians and managed care experts conducts accreditation surveys.   M-CARE has nearly 200,000 members and contracts with nearly 2,200 employer groups, more than 5,500 primary care physicians and specialists, and more than 40 hospitals in its 14-county commercial provider network. (http://www.mcare.org/about/pressreleases/011106ncqa.html)





Discoveries


•  A team led by researchers at the U-M Health System has found a gene for a rare leg-weakening nerve disease that robs children of their ability to walk.  The finding, published in the November issue of Nature Genetics, opens the door to better diagnosis and treatment of the disorder, which is part of a mysterious group of disorders known as hereditary spastic paraplegia (HSP).  An estimated 10,000 to 20,000 Americans have HSP.


(http://www.med.umich.edu/opm/newspage/hspgene.htm)





Events


Short story writer and novelist Charles M. Baxter will give the commencement address at winter commencement Dec. 16.  The ceremony will begin at 2 p.m. in Crisler Arena. Some 2,000 U-M students on the Ann Arbor campus expect to receive degrees this winter. 


Honorary degrees will be presented to Dwight A. Gourneau, inventor and president of NAMTech Inc., a management and technical services consulting company, and Kapila Vatsyayan, a scholar and former Secretary of the Department of Arts and Culture in the Ministry of Education in India and founding director of the Indira Gandhi National Center for the Arts. (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Nov01/r111501e.html)





•    Several hundred students, parents, and members of the University and Ann Arbor communities gathered Nov. 9 on Ingalls Mall to celebrate the 65th anniversary of Burton Memorial Tower and renovations recently completed on the tower by Plant Extension and several shops in Plant Operations.  Performers included carillonist Margo Halsted, members of the Concert Band Brass and Fanfare Band, and the student a cappella group Amazin’ Blue.





Gifts


•  Robert B. Fiske Jr., one of New York City’s most prominent lawyers, is contributing $2 million to the Law School.  The senior partner at Davis, Polk & Wardwell and former United States Attorney has decided to establish a new program that will make government service an affordable choice for Law School graduates.  The program will recognize three graduates each year who have decided to enter government service at the federal, state, or (in exceptional cases) local level. The application states that selections will be "based on applicants' demonstrated commitment to public service values, their academic achievements, and the nature and quality of the proposed government position." 


Beginning with graduates in May 2002, Fiske Fellows will receive debt repayment assistance on the full amount of all college and law school educational loans for the three-year duration of each fellowship and a $5,000 first-year cash stipend.  (http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Nov01/r111401c.html)








 








	











