December 2001 Highlights 





Construction


•  The Regents approved plans to proceed with a new building project for the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy and the appointment of Robert A.M. Stern Architects of New York City as the building architect.


The new building will house the Ford School, currently located on the fourth floor of Lorch Hall, along with public spaces for conferences and lectureships, classrooms, a library, research centers, a computer laboratory and offices for additional faculty.


Initial discussions resulted in a building plan of approximately 80,000 gross square feet at an estimated cost of $32 million.  Plans call for building the new Ford School at the southern entrance of the Central Campus on the corner of State and Hill streets. 


The Ford School evolved out of the Institute of Public Policy Studies in 1995.  In November 1999, the Regents named the School in honor of former President Ford, a 1935 U-M graduate.  Currently, 28 faculty have full or shared appointments with the Ford School.


http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Dec01/r121301c.html





Students/Alumni 


•  Two Habitat for Humanity houses built by U-M students were dedicated Dec. 9.  The U-M Habitat for Humanity chapter, established in 1996 and comprised primarily of undergraduates, dedicated its second house.  Business School M.B.A. students dedicated their sixth house.





•  For the past 40 years, Project Community has sent students into the community to help at schools, as well as at health care and correctional facilities.  It is one of the longest running academically accredited service-learning courses in the country.  Each year, about 600 U-M students participate in service projects, as well as weekly seminars, readings and journal writing.


 


•  Stephanie Dionne gave the student address at the University's winter commencement Dec. 16 in Crisler Arena.  More than 2,000 students received their degrees.  


Dionne, a native of Nova Scotia, Canada, was president of the Golden Key International Honor Society and a clinical research assistant at the C.S. Mott Children's Hospital.  She coached the U-M synchronized swimming team and served as team captain.  Dionne plans to become a clinical research scientist and study women's health issues on an international scale.


Author Charles Baxter, the commencement speaker, encouraged the graduates “to create a plot, to have great plans, to believe in the future, in spite of everything.  If you don’t have courage, armed with your education and brains and youth and ambitions, who will?  Everybody here today should have a story, and the livelier the story, the better.  Thirty years from now, if any of you remember anything about this speech, I would be pleased if you could say, ‘He told us to have a future.  He ordered us to have great plans.’”  





•  LS&A senior Steven Roach has been named by Gov. John Engler to the Michigan Quarter Commission.  The art history and organizational studies major will work with 24 other commission members to choose from among the numerous designs submitted for the state’s quarter, expected to be released in early 2004.  The 50 State Quarters Program was established by Congress in 1997.





•   M-Pulse took third-place in the World Solar Challenge in Australia. With an average speed of 52.4 miles per hour, M-Pulse was the fastest U.S. car in the race. 


Following its victory in the American Solar Challenge in July, the team tweaked M-Pulse’s solar array for a 15 percent increase in efficiency, reduced the car's weight to 350 pounds, and designed a back-up steering system. These changes allowed the team to attain speeds of about 80 mph and accelerate from zero to 60 mph in 12 seconds using the same amount of power as a hairdryer.





Faculty/Staff


•  Elliot Soloway, professor of electrical engineering and computer science and of education, has been selected by Students Honoring Outstanding University Teaching as the 2002 Golden Apple Award winner.  He will give his ideal last lecture Jan. 22 at the Lydia Mendelssohn Theater.  Soloway specializes in the use of technology in classrooms. http://www.umich.edu/~urecord/0102/Dec17_01/3.htm





•  The Law School’s public interest office received the 2001 American Bar Association Law Division’s Judy M. Weightman Memorial Award for excellence in public service.  The office, started in 1995, offers internship placements in government agencies or public defenders’ offices, internships abroad in countries like South Africa or Cambodia, and in the public sector.  The Law School is one of the few in the country that has an office devoted to opportunities for public service. http://www.umich.edu/~newsinfo/Releases/2001/Dec01/r120601b.html





•  Five U-M faculty members received Fulbright grants to lecture and conduct research abroad.  They are Neil B. Alexander, associate professor of internal medicine, who will research fall-risk and self care coping strategies in frail older adults in Jerusalem; Albert Francis Park, assistant professor of economics, who will study layoffs, migrants, and labor markets in urban China at Peking University in Beijing; George J. Siedel, the Williamson Family Professor of Business Administration, will hold a distinguished lectureship at Sofia University in Bulgaria; Mark D. West, assistant professor of law, will research law in everyday life in Japan at the Graduate School of Law in Kyoto; and William Zimmerman, director of the Center for Political Studies at the Institute for Social Research, will lecture about the political economy of post-communist transitions at the European University in St. Petersburg, Russia.





•  U-M admissions counselor Francea (Francie) Kraker Goodridge was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame.  Goodridge set a number of track records and was the first native-born Michigan woman to win a place on the U.S. Olympic team (Mexico City in 1968 and Munich in 1972).   She coached women’s track at the U-M for three years.  Her cross country and track and field teams won the program’s first NCAA Regional Cross Country Championship and posted the first NCAA Top Ten National finish with an eighth place in 1982, going on to win the first Big Ten Championship in track and field in 1983.


http://www.umich.edu/~urecord/0102/Dec03_01/16.htm





Events


•  Garrison Keillor, host of National Public Radio’s “A Prairie Home Companion,” broadcast live from Hill Auditorium Dec. 15.  The show featured School of Music student Jeremy Kittel, who has gained national recognition for his folk music and recordings.





Sports


•  Freshman Alan Webb won a state title in the 800 meters, finished first at the Big Ten Cross Country Championships, and was named an All-American after finishing 11th at the NCAA Championships.    USA Track and Field named Webb the Verizon Youth Athlete of the Year.





•  The football team will play the Tennessee Volunteers in the Citrus Bowl in Orlando, Florida, on New Year’s Day. This is U-M’s 33rd bowl appearance.   The Wolverines have won their last four bowl games.  
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