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Students
· Some U-M students began wearing surgical masks during the last week of January on the on campus and in the dormitories as the second year of the M-Flu study got underway, with the first confirmed flu case to hit campus. Students from four dormitories volunteered to participate in the study, which looks at the efficacy and feasibility of hand washing and wearing masks to stop the spread of the flu over two flu seasons. The two-year study began last year and is funded by a $1.3 million grant from the U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Students in dormitories are the perfect study population because they eat, sleep and work in such close confines, said Allison Aiello, assistant professor in the U-M School of Public Health, and co-principal investigator on the study along with Dr. Arnold Monto, professor in the School of Public Health. The results will be used to help shape response policy in the case of a flu pandemic.
· Four teams of engineering students were hard at work last semester designing and building the full-size balancing scooters that are similar in concept to the Segway Human Transporter. They showed off the vehicles in the Duderstadt Center. With eight weeks to complete the project, each of the teams came up with slightly different designs. Each team had a budget of $1,750 to select and purchase its own materials. The scooters remain balanced on two wheels through sensors that respond to the body position of the rider. If the rider leans forward, the scooter moves forward. If the rider leans backward, the scooter moves backward. The work was part of a course on mechatronic systems design taught by Shorya Awtar, an assistant professor of mechanical engineering. Awtar said engineering students have to learn how to work on such multidisciplinary projects to develop the skills that employers expect.

· Student armed forces veterans at the University are the beneficiaries of improved and expanded services through new initiatives that were announced by Provost Teresa Sullivan. The Office of New Student Programs (ONSP), a unit reporting the Office of the Provost, will serve as a hub for services to student veterans at the University that include advocacy, leadership of a new Council on Student Veterans, a Student Veteran Mentoring Program and a new Web site that will serve as a central information source for prospective, new and current veterans.

· A simulated chemical spill in India was threatening lives, and some Stephen M. Ross School of Business MBA students had to answer for it. “Did the pressure to keep costs low force this?” asked Tom Buchmueller, the Waldo O. Hildebrand Professor of Risk Management and Insurance, portraying a journalist at a Jan. 11 morning session. A Ross School Leadership Crisis Challenge (LCC) Jan. 10-11 called for 12 four-student teams to portray corporate officers under crisis. The students had to think on their feet at simulated press conferences, trying to remain unrattled as they fielded tough questions about company ethics, actions and reactions following a major environmental catastrophe. The LCC, described as “Fast pace/Real time/Competitive challenge/Think on your feet,” is part of the ongoing Ross Leadership Initiative.

· U-M and Michigan State University in 2007 each produced 80 Peace Corps volunteers, tying for the top-five rank in the service-oriented organization. Only four universities in the United States had more recent undergraduates join the Peace Corps. In separate rankings of U.S. graduate schools producing Peace Corps volunteers, U-M ranked 2nd in the nation with 17 volunteers. The two universities also are among the top 5 for all-time volunteers: U-M ranks fourth with 2,235 volunteers since 1961. Overall, the University of California, Berkeley, has produced the most Peace Corps volunteers since 1961 with an all-time total of 3,326, followed by the University of Wisconsin, the University of Washington, U-M and MSU.

· U-M doctoral student David Benson is the recipient of a 2008 Kauffman Dissertation Fellowship. The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation recently announced that 16 fellowships in the amount of $20,000 each will be awarded to doctorate students engaged in the study of entrepreneurship at U.S. universities.

Faculty and Staff

· Provost Teresa Sullivan has put into motion the process for hiring 100 new faculty members, announcing a request for proposals (RFP) for the first positions to be filled during the five-year program. President Mary Sue Coleman announced the initiative in November to create new tenure-track positions for junior faculty whose research and teaching are interdisciplinary. Through the new hires, Coleman and Sullivan want colleges and schools to transcend disciplines, challenge students in new ways and help solve some of society’s most vexing problems. To that end, the president committed $10 million for centrally funded faculty salaries and benefits and $20 million for start-up costs. The fund, to be administered by the Office of the Provost, will cover salaries and benefits for the duration of the appointment, as well as equipment and renovation start-up costs. Colleges and schools are expected to provide space, any additional start-up costs and the funding for subsequent merit increases. The plan is to hire approximately 25 faculty members in the first year with additional appointments each year until 2012, Sullivan says. 

· Two weeks after Ross School of Business Prof. Jan Svejnar announced his candidacy for president of the Czech Republic, former Czech president Vaclav Havel has endorsed the University professor for the position. Svejnar, a Czech native, served as economic advisor to Havel during his presidency. Havel served as the country’s first president following the collapse of the communist government in 1989. Svejnar drafted plans to establish a free market economy. He has since maintained an influential role in Czech economic policy. Svejnar ran against Civic Democratic Party candidate Vaclav Klaus. Svejnar, who was asked to run by the environmentally-focused Green Party in November, became an official candidate after he received formal nominations from 10 senators representing major political parties. 
· School of Natural Resources and Environment Dean Rosina Bierbaum has been named by Gov. Jennifer Granholm to the new Michigan Climate Action Council, created by executive order in November to develop a comprehensive climate action plan for the state, including recommendations for reducing emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases.

· C.K. Prahalad, of the Stephen M. Ross School of Business, is now the world’s foremost management thinker. Prahalad, the Paul and Ruth McCracken Distinguished University Professor of Strategy at the Ross School, is ranked No. 1 on Suntop Media’s “Thinkers 50,” a biennial ranking of the top 50 management thought leaders worldwide. In addition, Ross School Professor David Ulrich, who directs the Human Resource Executive Program, made the list at No. 42 — just one spot behind former Vice President and Nobel Peace Prize winner Al Gore. Prahalad, who ranked No. 3 in 2005, bumped Microsoft founder Bill Gates down to the second spot on the list. Rounding out the top five are former U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, Harvard strategy guru and Ann Arbor native Michael Porter, and Strategos founder Gary Hamel, a Ross School doctoral graduate and long-time collaborator of Prahalad. His collaboration with Hamel resulted in the best-selling 1994 book “Competing for the Future.’ In 2004 he wrote two more best-sellers: “The Future of Competition: Co-Creating Unique Value with Customers” (with the Ross School’s Venkat Ramaswamy) and “The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid.”

· Glenn Knoll, emeritus professor of nuclear engineering and radiological sciences, received the 2007 Radiation Instrumentation Outstanding Achievement Award Oct. 29 from the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers. The honor is for his “contributions to the education of a generation of nuclear scientists and advancement of the science of radiation detection,” according to the award citation. Knoll has been a U-M faculty member for 45 years. He retired from teaching in 2001. 

· Walter Weber Jr., the Gordon M. Fair and Earnest Boyce Distinguished University Professor and a professor of chemical engineering and of environmental engineering, has been honored with the 2007 Lawrence K. Cecil Award from the American Institute of Chemical Engineers. The award recognizes his 50-year career and world leadership in the application of chemical engineering principles to solving significant environmental challenges in practice and in the classroom.

· Kamal Sarabandi, professor of electrical engineering and computer science and director of the Radiation Laboratory, has been awarded a Humboldt Research Award for Senior U.S. Scientists from The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation of Germany. This award is granted to scientists and scholars from all disciplines whose fundamental discoveries, new theories or insights have had a significant impact on their own discipline and who are expected to continue producing cutting-edge achievements.

· Gary Olson, the Paul M. Fitts Professor of Human-Computer Interaction, School of Information, has been named a fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery. He is among 38 ACM members worldwide honored for contributions to computing technology that have brought advances in the way people live and work throughout the world. Olson was cited for contributions to the field of computer-supported collaborative work.

· Trachette Jackson, associate professor of mathematics, is among the 10 emerging scholars being profiled in a January special edition of the magazine Diverse: Issues In Higher Education. Jackson is pursuing research that uses mathematical modeling to better understand tumor development, which could lead to improved cancer treatments.

· Karl Krushelnick, professor of nuclear engineering and radiological sciences, and electrical engineering and computer science, has been named a fellow of the American Physical Society. He was selected for his pioneering contributions to experimental high-intensity laser plasma physics including the production of high-quality relativistic electron beams, energetic proton beams and the development of techniques to measure large magnetic fields in intense laser-produced plasmas.

· Deborah Dash Moore, director of the Frankel Center for Judaic Studies and Frederick G.L. Huetwell Professor of History, is among the leading historians and cultural experts featured in the ground-breaking documentary, “The Jewish Americans,” produced in collaboration with the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. The final segment of the three-part documentary was aired on WFUM-TV at 9 p.m. Jan. 23.

· Sean Morrison, director of the U-M Center for Stem Cell Biology, recently won the 2008 Harland Winfield Mossman Award in recognition of remarkable discoveries in stem cell biology. He will be presented with the award April 8 in San Diego. Morrison’s lab has identified a number of new mechanisms by which stem cells regulate self-renewing divisions, the process stem cells use to perpetuate themselves throughout life.

· Peter Chen, professor of electrical engineering and computer science, has been named a 2008 Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers for his contributions to fault-tolerant storage systems. Chen recently was awarded the 2007 Association for Computer Machinery Special Interest Group on Operating Systems Mark Weiser Award for his contributions to operating systems research. This award is presented to individuals whose work is deemed highly creative, innovative and possibly high-risk.

· Jane Blumenthal, director of Health Sciences Libraries, has been elected to the board of directors of the Medical Library Association (MLA) for a three-year term beginning at the end of the MLA annual meeting May 16-21in Chicago. MLA is a nonprofit, educational organization with more than 4,500 health sciences information professional members worldwide.

· Professor of Mathematics Robert Krasny has been elected a fellow of the American Physical Society in the Division of Fluid Dynamics. Election to fellowship in the APS is limited to no more than one half of one percent of its membership each year. Krasny was recognized for his achievements in advancing particle methods and tree-code algorithms to allow exceptionally precise computations of vortex dynamics, and his use of the resulting methods to increase understanding of phenomena in fluid flows.

· University faculty and staff who also call themselves U-M donors have been a high point of the Michigan Difference campaign, according to President Mary Sue Coleman. More than 15,450 active and retired faculty and staff members have supported the University as part of the “Heart of the Michigan Difference” campaign. In the University’s first-ever faculty and staff campaign, response from donors totals more than $131 million. The Michigan Difference campaign goal of $2.5 billion was achieved in June 2007; the campaign continues through to its Dec. 31, 2008, deadline with outstanding goals of increasing student and faculty support.

Schools, colleges and programs

· The University of Michigan jumped a few notches on the list of “Best Values in Public Colleges” published this month by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance. U-M ranked No. 16 on the list of the top 100 public universities in the nation that exemplify excellent academics while keeping their in-state and out-of-state costs in check. U-M was selected from a pool of more than 500 public four-year colleges and universities. For the seventh consecutive year, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill topped the list. University of Florida was No. 2. Many of the schools that made the list keep costs down through creative financing, such as using funding from lottery tickets, university-branded apparel and private fundraisers, according to the report. U-M was No. 16 in 2006, fell to No. 19 last year, and regained its No. 16 spot once again this year.
· Research expenditures by the University of Michigan surpassed $800 million in fiscal year 2007, a 3.3 percent increase over the previous year and an all-time high, Vice President for Research Stephen Forrest told the Board of Regents at its January meeting. The federal government provided 72.4 percent of the $823 million total. Investments by the University, industry, foundations and the state accounted for most of the rest. While Forrest said he considers last year’s 3.3 percent increase satisfactory, continued growth of the U-M’s world-class research enterprise will require “a new funding model.” Because federal research funding is likely to remain nearly stagnant for the foreseeable future, the University must begin to rely more heavily on partnerships with businesses and industry, he said.

· Lou Gossett Jr., Ben Vereen, Tiki Barber and Mos Def were among the stars and activists participating in the University of Michigan’s Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Symposium in January. The annual event has been identified by observers as one of the most prominent King observances in the country. In keeping with the tradition of the symposium, several prominent events were scheduled for Jan. 21, Martin Luther King Jr. Day. These events included the keynote King Memorial Lecture by Gossett at Hill Auditorium, and “An Afternoon with Martin and Langston, Featuring Dramatic Presentations” by Vereen and Felix Justice in the Power Center for the Performing Arts. This year’s symposium theme “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” is a phrase written by King on April 16, 1963, in his legendary “Letter from Birmingham Jail.”

· According to data gathered in part by a University of Michigan instrument onboard NASA’s MESSENGER spacecraft, the planet Mercury’s magnetic field appears to be strong enough to fend off the harsh solar wind from most of its surface. U-M’s Fast Imaging Plasma Spectrometer (FIPS) on Jan. 14 took the first direct measurements of Mercury’s magnetosphere to determine how the planet interacts with the space environment and the Sun. The solar wind, a stream of charged particles, fills the entire solar system. It interacts with all planets, but bears down on Mercury, 2/3 closer than the Earth to the Sun. Earth’s magnetosphere is strong enough to protect us from the solar wind’s radiation, but Mercury’s magnetic field is comparatively weaker. Thomas Zurbuchen, is the FIPS instrument project leader and a professor in the U-M Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Space Science. 

· Like X-rays let doctors see the bones beneath our skin, “T-rays” could let art historians see murals hidden beneath coats of plaster or paint in centuries-old buildings, University of Michigan engineering researchers say. T-rays, pulses of terahertz radiation, could also illuminate penciled sketches under paintings on canvas without harming the artwork, the researchers say. Current methods of imaging underdrawings can’t detect certain art materials such as graphite or sanguine, a red chalk that some of the masters are believed to have used. The team of researchers, which includes scientists at the Louvre Museum, Picometrix, LLC and U-M, used terahertz imaging to detect colored paints and a graphite drawing of a butterfly through 4 mm of plaster. They believe their technique is capable of seeing even deeper. A paper on the research is published in the February edition of Optics Communications. In March, the scientists will take their equipment to France to help archaeologists examine a mural they discovered recently behind five layers of plaster in a 12th century church. Authors of the paper from U-M include faculty members John Whitaker, Gèrard Mourou, doctoral student Bianca Jackson and Marie Mourou, a U-M undergraduate student.
· Autism researchers at the University of Michigan, the University of California-Davis and the University of Washington have been awarded a $15.3 million grant to determine the impact of intervening with toddlers age 2 and younger as part of the NIH Autism Centers of Excellence Networks. The five-year study is the first multi-site, randomized trial funded by the National Institutes of Health to determine if such efforts can reduce—or circumvent altogether—the language impairments and social deficits associated with the developmental disorder. Catherine Lord, U-M professor of psychology, psychiatry and pediatrics, and director of the U-M Autism and Communication Disorders Center, will collaborate with UC Davis M.I.N.D. Institute researcher Sally J. Rogers and University of Washington Autism Center researchers.
· Voters have more confidence in paperless, touch screen systems to record their votes accurately than they do any other systems, including ones that use paper ballots, according to new research by the University of Michigan, University of Maryland and University of Rochester. The study found that voters tend to focus more on what affects their voting experience than the potential for fraud, which is the opposite of what is valued by many computer scientists and voting activists and a growing number of election administration officials. The research is the first known study to examine how voters respond to the new voting equipment since the 2000 presidential election that incorporates the principles of usability from studies of human-computer interaction research. U-M researchers on the project are Michael Traugott, a professor of communication studies and senior research scientist with the Center for Political Studies at the Institute for Social Research (ISR) and Frederick Conrad, a U-M research associate professor at ISR.
· Common genetic variants linked to arthritis may also play a role in human height, a new study shows. The international study was co-led by the School of Public Health. The journal Nature Genetics will publish the findings online Jan. 13. The new study confirms observations by health professionals of a connection between decreased height and increased risk of osteoarthritis, the most common form of arthritis. Researchers speculate that both extremes of height may be associated with osteoarthritis for different reasons. Shorter bones and/or less cartilage may render the joints more susceptible to damage, while longer bones may produce greater levels of damaging stress on the joints. The study was co-directed by Gonçalo Abecasis, assistant professor in the SPH with Karen Mohlke of the University of North Carolina. 
· Older women heart patients benefit from educational programs as a supplement to clinical care to help significantly lower cardiac symptoms, lose weight and increase physical activity, a new U-M study shows. The new research suggests that if hospitals and clinicians offered specially designed group or individual programs, depending on the desired outcome, female heart patients over 60 would need less health care and have a better quality of life. Group programs worked significantly better when the patient’s goal was to lose weight and increase physical activity. Self-directed programs worked significantly better when the patient’s goal was to control symptoms, the study found. Noreen Clark, professor in the U-M School of Public Health and director of the University’s Center for Managing Chronic Disease, said the results will help clinicians treat patients more successfully. 
· A device tested at U-M to eliminate mistakes made while mixing compounds at the hospital pharmacy was 100-percent accurate in identifying the proper formulations of seven intravenous drugs. In the U-M research, five potentially serious medication errors were averted over an 18-month period at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital in the U-M Health System (UMHS) by using the technology. Jim Stevenson, associate dean of Clinical Sciences at the School of Pharmacy, who also directs Pharmacy Services at UMHS, says the hospital is the first in the world to use this device to test patient drugs compounded in the pharmacy. The table-top device manufactured by ValiMed, a division of Tucson, Ariz.-based CDEX Inc., uses a technique called enhanced photoemission spectroscopy to determine if the compounds are correct. 
· The U-M Health System (UMHS) is one of the first hospitals in the country to provide a Sorenson VP-2 videophone for its patients and staff who are deaf and hard-of-hearing, and who use American Sign Language (ASL) to communicate. Recently, UMHS also became one the first American hospitals to offer access to such communication in patients’ rooms and in the emergency department. In addition to the permanent videophone kiosk located in the main hospital’s lobby, there are now two mobile VP-200s on carts for use by deaf and hard-of-hearing patients, families or staff. The VP-200s, combined with Sorenson Video Relay Service (SVRS), connect deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals to a nationwide network of ASL interpreters who facilitate conversations for them with hearing individuals by way of the videophone. This video relay service is a breakthrough for many deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals because it allows them to use their own native language — ASL. The VP-200s can be used anywhere in the hospital with an open and active port., including offices, all patient rooms, surgery waiting rooms, the Comprehensive Cancer Center, C.S. Mott Children’s and the Women’s Hospital.
· In advance of Michigan’s presidential primary Jan. 15, Michigan Radio made available Select A Candidate, an online game created by American Public Media which allows users to assess how their political interests, opinions and views match up with those of the candidates. Select A Candidate was accessed on Michigan Radio’s Web site. Users choose the response that best fits their opinion and then ranks the importance of that issue. The game reflects back to the user which candidates most closely fit their values.
